
Community Rights over Hadagarh Reservoir in Keonjhar, Odisha 

 

Introduction 

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 

2006 (referred as the Forest Rights Act (FRA)) is a landmark legislation with the potential to 

transform the Lives and Livelihoods of more than 150 million Forest-dependent people in India. 

It recognizes the symbiotic relationship of Forest-dwellers with the forests, reflected in their 

dependence on it for a variety of needs, including livelihood, habitation & other socio-cultural 

as well as in their traditional wisdom regarding sustainable conservation of the forests. 

Background 

Under FRA, Community Forest Rights (CFR) and in this 

case, Community Fishing Rights have been conferred to 

Primary Fishermen’s Co-operative Society (PFCS), 

Hadagarh over 4876.5 Acres of water bodies in 

Hadagarh Reserve Forest land. This is a unique and 

remarkable achievement in the history of FRA that a 

community has received Rights on a water body for the 

first time in Odisha. 

The PFCS consists of 542 members, out of whom 432 are Scheduled Tribes (STs) and rest are 

from other communities. It is established in the year 1976 and is a Union of Fishermen, who 

have been depending on fishing in the Salandi Reservoir, Keonjhar, Odisha. 

As evident from the Gram Sabha Resolution dated 03/02/2010, this Co-operative consists of 

members of 8 villages and the Gram Sabha was presided by the President of PFCS, Mr. Kalandi 

Nayak and attended by Ward members, members, and dignitaries of the locality and in the 

resolution, they have requested the District Collector to recognize their Fishing Rights. 

From the Claim Form, it is evident that the members of PFCS have been earning their livelihood 

by fishing in the Reservoir in lieu of paying tax (nature of tax is not clear) to the Revenue 

Authority and since 2007, the Govt. has refused to accept any tax on the said resource and 

prohibited the PFCS to collect fish from the Reservoir. In the Claim Form, they have asked only 

for the Fishing Rights and nothing more than that. 

 



Contents of the Title 

The title is issued in name of the President, Hadagarh Primary Fishermen’s Co-operative Society 

under Hadagarh Gram Sabha for Fish culture and Collection over 4867.5 acres of forest land in 

Hadagarh Reserve Forest.  

This right is coupled with following conditions; 

1) Protection of Forest, Wildlife and Biodiversity 

2) Protection of Watershed area, water source and other eco-sensitive areas 

3) Protection to Habitat of Scheduled Tribes (STs) and other Traditional Forest-dwellers and to 

ensure protection to Cultural and Natural Heritages from Destructive Practices 

4) To respect the Gram Sabha Resolution on Regulation of use of Community Forest Resources 

and to stop such activities that affects Forest, Wildlife and Biodiversity. 

 

 

 



Observations 

 Even though the people have received this Community Forest Rights (CFR) under the Forest 

Rights Act (FRA), 2006, for historically fishing in this Reservoir inside Hadagarh Reserve 

Forest, they are yet to fully realize the potential of getting CFR.  

 Neither the Primary Fishermen’s Co-operative Society (PFCS), Hadagarh, nor the concerned 

Fisheries Department have understood the extent of benefits these communities can yield 

after receiving this CFR. 

 Getting this entitlement has not been able to completely transform the Lives & Livelihoods 

of the Rightsholders, Fishing Communities of Hadagarh and the impact it was supposed to 

create and in fact capable of creating, is still missing. 

Conclusion  

Displacement is one of the worst nightmares for these communities, who were living near this 

Reservoir. In order to help them overcome this traumatic event, they should be treated as the 

primary Rightsholders and enjoy the entitlements and resources of this water body. Historically, 

they are utilizing and taking care of this vital natural resources and now, they should be able to 

get benefitted from this Community Forest Rights (CFR) and live in harmony with Nature. 
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