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Odisha: Marine fishing ban leads to loss of income for women involved in allied activities 

https://india.mongabay.com/2022/09/marine-fishing-ban-in-odisha-leads-to-loss-of-

income-for-women-involved-in-allied-activities/ 

 "The eastern coastal state of Odisha, with a 480-kilometre long coastline, has been 

imposing two fishing bans annually for over two decades in order to conserve the fish 

population and protect the vulnerable olive ridley sea turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea). A one-

time compensation is provided to the affected families for the loss of livelihood caused to the 

fishermen at sea, during the second ban. However, the women who are involved in allied jobs, 

who also play a vital role in the supply chain, mostly as retail traders at their local markets, are 

left to fend for themselves. 

  

Annually, two different types of fishing bans are imposed along the coast of Odisha, in 

accordance with Sections 2, 7 and 4 of Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation Act (OMFRA), 1982, 

and provisions of Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. The ban applies to all kinds of trawlers and 

mechanised motor boats longer than 8.5 metres. The first ban is a seasonal nationwide fishing 

ban that runs from April 15 to June 14, to help with breeding of fish. The second one is a 

seven-month long turtle conservation ban from November 1 to May 31, in specific areas. 

Odisha is home to three turtle nesting sites, the Gahirmatha beach and the mouths of rivers 

Rushikulya and Devi, that altogether cover a coastline of 170 kilometres. 

  

In 2010, the state introduced a seasonal ban on fishing within 20 kilometres from the seashore 

at these sites. While Gahirmatha has been declared as a marine sanctuary, at the other two sites, 

only artisanal fishing with sails and oars is permitted in limited numbers. Small mechanised 

and non-motorised fishing boats less than 8.5 metres long are also allowed. For the seven-

month ban, the state government extends a one-time livelihood assistance of Rs. 7,500 to the 

affected fisher families. During the two-month nationwide ban, a compensation of Rs. 4,500 is 

provided. However, this compensation can only be availed by the families of fishers after they 

deposit Rs. 1,500 each. The remaining amount of Rs. 3,000 is divided amongst the Centre and 

the state. Additionally, the compensation is only provided to a single member of the family. 

  

Reduced fishing days lead to poor socio-economic conditions. According to the Marine 

Fisheries Census 2016, Odisha has 739 marine fishing villages with a population of 5.18 lakh 

(518,000) fishers. An annual report by the Odisha Fisheries and Animal Resources 

Development Department states that 10,228 fishers were compensated for the two-month ban 

in 2021-22, and 14,178 fishers were compensated for the seven-month ban in the same period. 

―The prohibitions imposed under the ban particularly affects the traditional and small-scale 

fishing operations as the area available for fishing reduces. The number of fishing days are also 

curtailed, impacting the overall well-being of the fishermen families,‖ the State President of 

https://india.mongabay.com/2022/09/marine-fishing-ban-in-odisha-leads-to-loss-of-income-for-women-involved-in-allied-activities/
https://india.mongabay.com/2022/09/marine-fishing-ban-in-odisha-leads-to-loss-of-income-for-women-involved-in-allied-activities/
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Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union (OTFWU), Prasanna Behera said. 

  

Prior to the ban, fish catch varied from 200-1,000 kilograms/day with an income ranging from 

Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 10,000, according to a 2014 study conducted by researchers at the Central 

Institute Of Freshwater Aquaculture, Odisha. The catch reduced to 25-100 kgs within 10 years 

of the ban, with incomes varying from Rs. 500 to Rs. 1,000 per day, the study stated. The 

reduction in fish catch and the accompanying loss of income has amounted to declining socio-

economic conditions of the fishing communities, in the absence of any other livelihood 

alternatives, according to Behera. Within the communities, the most vulnerable have been 

women. 

  

The women of the Gokharakuda village in Ganjam district leave home at six in the morning to 

be at the landing site, where fishermen arrive with their daily catch. The women wait for hours, 

at times till noon. The fish is auctioned at these sites but the daily rates vary depending on the 

quantity of fish caught and the number of buyers at the site. The best quality fishes are mostly 

bought by traders, leaving the rest for the women buyers. 

  

After buying fish from the landing site, the women segregate them. The good quality fish are 

sold in the market while the next grade of fish are washed in salt and dried to be sold as sukhua 

(dry fish) or used to make pickles. To sell the daily catch, they cover an area in the radius of 15 

kilometres, either on foot or in shared autos. The women return home in the evening with an 

earning of Rs. 250-350 a day. On a good sale day, a minimum income of Rs. 250 is ensured. 

On lean days, they are forced to sell the fish at low prices, in the absence of cold storage, 

earning a meagre Rs. 50-100 a day. 

  

This is what a routine day for them looks like. But during the ban period, they are confined to 

their homes without any source of income. None of the 300 households in the village have any 

land holdings and depend entirely on fishing for income. However, the fishers and the village 

residents are banned from entering and fishing in the sea for seven months in a year since their 

village is situated on the mouth of the Rushikulya river. 

  

During the fishing ban, most men from the coastal villages migrate for work to other states like 

Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh, while women, mostly elderly, stay back to look after 

school-going children. ―We are not aware of what the men earn. From the money that we earn, 

we are able to help our families financially. At times of medical emergencies, we are able to 

provide the money. But we cannot migrate to other places for work and there are no other 

livelihood opportunities at home,‖ said M. Adima, 57, a resident of Ganjam district. 

  

Good fishing days ensure a minimum income of Rs. 2,500 a month, independently earned by 

her, which adds up to Rs. 17,500 over seven months. Adima‘s son and daughter-in-law too 
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migrate to the neighbouring state of Andhra Pradesh to look for contractual construction work, 

while she stays back to look after her three grandchildren. 

  

The women also feel that a lack of income impacts their decision-making position within the 

family where their monthly monetary contributions are revered as important. ―Even if the 

compensation is given to families, it hardly makes up for the income generated through fishing, 

let alone our income. When we have the money, we can buy our food, arrange for our own 

medicines. When the income stops, our dependency increases on the sole earning member of 

the family. This at times also makes us feel helpless for being unable to support our families,‖ 

said a worried D. Ilema, 63, also from Ganjam. As a part of the government widow pension 

scheme, she receives Rs. 500 a month, her only income during the ban. 

  

Around 190 kilometres from Ganjam, in the Puri district, an entire enterprise to sell dried fish 

was shut down after women failed to maintain consistency in their business. In the Jahania 

village of Astaranga block, an all-women cooperative was set up in early 2000s to dry and sell 

fish. The cooperative however, failed to sustain itself. 

  

The residents of the village claim that repeated cyclones had already hampered the quantity and 

quality of fish, affecting their income. The seven-month ban further lessened it. ―When the 

fishing season peaks during winters, the ban comes into effect. The quantity had gone down so 

much that the catch was only sold to traders. So, we had no other option but to dissolve the 

cooperative,‖ Kusum Behera, 38, who was part of the failed cooperative explained. 

  

The women now resort to paddy and vegetable farming on small patches of land, producing 

enough to feed their families, while the men venture out to sea or migrate  in order to find other 

work. They have also taken up voluntary work of conserving the mangroves close to their 

village. 

  

Closer to Jahania, in the Nagar village of Puri, women have started looking for alternate work 

opportunities. About 700 women in the village who depended on various allied works related to 

fishing have now started acquiring new skills to make ends meet. Many women have bought 

sewing machines through Self Help Groups (SHGs), learnt basic stitching and are now making 

petticoats and blouses. One of the SHGs in the village bought a mixer grinder, which they now 

use to powder spices. ―Time and again we have demanded that our work be assessed and 

compensated for as well, but it was never taken into account. Women play a key role in 

bringing incomes to their families in the fishing communities but at times of compensation, our 

work is not considered as a component. But we have to sustain ourselves and also ensure our 

own financial independence,‖ Tulasi Behera, 54, a resident of Nagar remarked. 

  

―We have been persistent in our demands to include women as beneficiaries, specifically those 
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who are involved in the fishing business in some way or the other and are impacted by the 

ban,‖ said K. Alleya, the Secretary of the Odisha Traditional Fish Worker‘s Union (OTFWU). 

The state fisheries department meanwhile is mulling over increasing the compensation amount 

to Rs. 15,000. ―A proposal has been tabled in this regard. We are looking into increasing the 

compensation amount,‖ Deputy Director of Directorate of Fisheries Basant Das said. Regarding 

inclusion of women, Das added, ―The compensation is given to a single member of the family 

but it includes auxiliary activities which are considered a separate component. There is no 

separate compensation apart from the total compensation provided.‖" 

Marine fishing ban in India’s Odisha leads to loss of income for women involved in allied 

activities 

https://india.mongabay.com/2022/09/marine-fishing-ban-in-odisha-leads-to-loss-of-

income-for-women-involved-in-allied-activities/ 

 "The eastern coastal state of Odisha, with a 480-kilometre long coastline, has been 

imposing two fishing bans annually for over two decades in order to conserve the fish 

population and protect the vulnerable olive ridley sea turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea). 

  

A one-time compensation is provided to the affected families for the loss of livelihood caused 

to the fishermen at sea, during the second ban. However, the women who are involved in allied 

jobs, who also play a vital role in the supply chain, mostly as retail traders at their local 

markets, are left to fend for themselves. 

  

Annually, two different types of fishing bans are imposed along the coast of Odisha, in 

accordance with Sections 2, 7 and 4 of Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation Act (OMFRA), 1982, 

and provisions of Wildlife Protection Act of 1972. The ban applies to all kinds of trawlers and 

mechanised motor boats longer than 8.5 metres. 

  

The first ban is a seasonal nationwide fishing ban that runs from April 15 to June 14, to help 

with breeding of fish. The second one is a seven-month long turtle conservation ban from 

November 1 to May 31, in specific areas. Odisha is home to three turtle nesting sites, the 

Gahirmatha beach and the mouths of rivers Rushikulya and Devi, that altogether cover a 

coastline of 170 kilometres. 

  

In 2010, the state introduced a seasonal ban on fishing within 20 kilometres from the seashore 

at these sites. While Gahirmatha has been declared as a marine sanctuary, at the other two sites, 

only artisanal fishing with sails and oars is permitted in limited numbers. Small mechanised 

and non-motorised fishing boats less than 8.5 metres long are also allowed. 

  

―The prohibitions imposed under the ban particularly affects the traditional and small-scale 

https://india.mongabay.com/2022/09/marine-fishing-ban-in-odisha-leads-to-loss-of-income-for-women-involved-in-allied-activities/
https://india.mongabay.com/2022/09/marine-fishing-ban-in-odisha-leads-to-loss-of-income-for-women-involved-in-allied-activities/
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fishing operations as the area available for fishing reduces. The number of fishing days are also 

curtailed, impacting the overall well-being of the fishermen families,‖ the State President of 

Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union (OTFWU), Prasanna Behera said." 

Odisha: Illegal prawn gheries pose grave threat to Bhitarkanika  

 https://www.orissapost.com/illegal-prawn-gheries-pose-grave-threat-to-bhitarkanika/ 

 "Bhitarkanika National Park (BNP) in this district is in grave danger due to number of 

reasons including coastal erosion, illegal acquisition of forest land and fish traders setting up 

their business in the reserve area. The Gobari river bank near Kansapal under Baulakani 

panchayat of Mahakalapara block which is slowly turning into major hub of fish export is a 

case in this point. The fish traders have acquired large tracts of land in prohibited areas of the 

reserve forest to set up their prawn gheries and fish cultivation units. They are also poaching 

wild animals and birds and destroying the green cover. Mushrooming of prawn gheries and 

cultivation of piranha varieties of fish is posing a serious threat to the marine and wildlife in the 

sanctuary territorial limits. 

  

Local resident Lakshmidhar Swain said that fish worth lakhs of rupees is being transported to 

Kolkata from the Kansapal river ghat for exporting. Trawlers from Kolkata, Balasore and other 

places are being used for transporting the fish. The constant movement of trawlers is also 

affecting wildlife in general. Also it is harming the environment leading to frequent landslides 

on the Gobari river bank and is destroying saline forests in Jambu area. which is only five 

kilometres from the place. The Marine police station is only 5.5km away from the hub of fish 

trade but police personnel have failed to act tough on this illegal trade, Swain informed. 

Ramesh Sethi of Tantiapal village said after Kansapal ghat, the jetty at Jambu lock is also 

turning into a hub for fish business. 

  

However, despite movement of large trawlers, forest officials and marine police have failed to 

curb the fish business due to lack of proper equipment and facilities including speed boats. 

Pratyush Kumar Nayak of Rajnagar, however, made a serious allegation that forest officials 

should be held more responsible for the destruction of environment at BNP than others. He said 

they are allegedly working hand in glove with the fish traders and encouraging illegal 

cultivation in the area. They are even investing in the business to earn a quick buck, alleged 

Nayak Another resident, Ashok Kumar Samal said that the BNP is under serious threat. He 

pointed out that fish cultivation units discharge effluents like water mixed with chemicals 

which is destroying the flora and fauna in the forest. The discharge of chemical effluents is also 

damaging the adjoining Gahirmatha marine sanctuary which is the nursery of the rare Olive 

Ridley turtles. 

  

Social activist Mahesh Kumar Padhi said that the Orissa High Court has ordered for demolition 

https://www.orissapost.com/illegal-prawn-gheries-pose-grave-threat-to-bhitarkanika/
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of these gheries and fish cultivation units but very little has been done in this regard. 

Environmentalist Sunil Kumar Gantayat alleged some political leaders are encouraging such 

illegal activities. When contacted, ranger Manas Kumar Das said that illegal entry into 

Bhitarkanika has been banned. The illegal prawn gheries are being destroyed with the help of 

district administration. However, he added that he is not aware of cultivation of piranha 

varieties of fish." 

Odisha: Ban on motorised boats: Orissa HC defers hearing 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/sep/23/ban-on-motorised-boats-

orissa-hc-defers-hearing-2501136.html 

 "If the proceedings in the Orissa High Court on Thursday is any indication, then hearing 

on the PIL seeking a ban on operation of motorised fishing boats in Mangalajodi area of 

Chilika lake will be taken up only after the arrival of migratory birds this season. Debakar 

Behera, a resident of the area had filed a petition alleging that the operation of the motorised 

fishing boats poses threat to the migratory birds at Mangalajodi. 

  

Earlier on July 27, when the Director of Fisheries filed an affidavit, petitioner counsel Ashis 

Kumar Mishra, stated that it needs time to study the case and file a rejoinder. Taking note of the 

plea the division bench of Chief Justice S Muralidhar and Justice Chittaranjan Dash deferred 

hearing on the matter to November 3. 

  

In the counter affidavit Director of Fisheries, Smruti Ranjan Pradhan opposed ban on operating 

of motorised fishing boats in the channels and sub-channels of Mangalajodi water body, 

claiming that their movement does not affect the population of the migratory birds. 

  

He claimed in the affidavit that the number of migratory birds coming to Mangaljodi had 

increased from 1,05,462 in 2018 to 2,25,500 in 2022. Such increase in the number is due to 

reduced poaching and involvement of local community who are traditional fishermen, he 

stated. 

  

Pradhan further claimed: ―Any restriction on movement of motorised boats would adversely 

affect the livelihood of traditional fishermen, not only of the Mangalajodi area but also 

adjoining area. Besides, there is need for co-existence of traditional fishermen for their 

livelihood and conservation of migratory birds in Chilika lake. The locals, who are involved in 

conservation of the migratory birds and its ecosystems also belong to the fishermen 

households.‖ 

  

According to the affidavit, fishermen of the Mangalajodi area use both motorised and non-

motorised traditional fishing boats for fishing. Such traditional fishing boats are being duly 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/sep/23/ban-on-motorised-boats-orissa-hc-defers-hearing-2501136.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/sep/23/ban-on-motorised-boats-orissa-hc-defers-hearing-2501136.html
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registered since the enactment of the Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation (OMFR) Act in 1981. 

About 189 motorised and 128 non-motorised fishing boats registered under the Act are 

operating in the area." 

Odisha: Why government has cancelled shrimp farming in Bhitarkanika National Park 

https://www.indiatimes.com/explainers/news/explained-why-odisha-government-has-

cancelled-shrimp-farming-in-bhitarkanika-national-park-579371.html 

 "The Fisheries department in Odisha has cancelled a lease agreement for shrimp farming. 

The agreement was signed between the state government and a seafood export company in 

which over 400 acres of land was supposed to be used for shrimp farming.  The land granted 

for shrimp farming is at the seaside Banapada village which is situated within the eco-sensitive 

zone of Bhitarkanika National Park. 

  

According to The New Indian Express, a petition was filed by RTI activist Ranjan Kumar Das 

in 2016 in which he alleged that the state government illegally leased out around 400 acres of 

land to a seafood export company for farming. The area is located within the eco-sensitive zone 

of Bhitarkanika and the move also violates the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) and other laws. 

During the hearing, the Odisha Lokayukta was informed by the director of fisheries that the 

Fisheries department cancelled the lease agreement after the ―rationalisation of the boundary‖ 

of Bhitarkanika by the Forest department in 2022. With this order from the Fisheries director, 

the Lokayukta closed the case. 

  

The residents of the area told the New Indian Express that due to the release of untreated 

effluent from shrimp farms, the fertile agricultural land in the village has been damaged. The 

same area was known as ―the rice bowl‖ of the region. With the introduction of farming in the 

region, it turned into a small island surrounded by shrimp farms. It is also threatening the 

nearby rich mangrove forests. Locals claimed that the land has lost its fertility and turned into 

barren land. 

Famous for crocodile conservation and thick mangrove forests, the Bhitarkanika National Park 

and Wildlife Sanctuary is located in Kendrapara district in Odisha. After Chilika Lake, it is the 

second Ramsar site in Odisha and is also the second largest mangrove ecosystem in India. 

Gahirmatha Beach and Marine Sanctuary are to the east of the national park and is inundated 

by the rivers Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra, and Pathsala. 

In 2020, PM Modi launched the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) for five 

years (2020-25), which also aims at increasing the production of shrimp and achieve a goal of 

producing 1.4 million tonnes by 2024. According to the Hindu Businessline, the government 

also reduced the import duty on certain input products for shrimp aquaculture from 30 % to 10 

% to benefit farmers. Reports states, ―the market attained a volume of 0.71 million tonnes in 

https://www.indiatimes.com/explainers/news/explained-why-odisha-government-has-cancelled-shrimp-farming-in-bhitarkanika-national-park-579371.html
https://www.indiatimes.com/explainers/news/explained-why-odisha-government-has-cancelled-shrimp-farming-in-bhitarkanika-national-park-579371.html
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2022 and it will grow at a CAGR of 9.5 per cent and reach 1.23 million tonnes by 2026.‖ 

  

According to The Hindu, the US and China are the biggest importers of Indian Shrimp. India 

exported 8,93,644 tonnes of shrimp to the US in 2021, marking a 20 per cent growth. India's 

major shrimp-producing states are Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Odisha, Gujarat and Tamil 

Nadu. Significantly, over 95% of the cultured shrimp produced is exported. 

Odisha: Flood damage assessment government approves Rs 128.58cr assistance for 

affected 

https://pragativadi.com/odisha-flood-damage-assessment-govt-approves-rs-128-58-cr-

assistance-for-affected/ 

 "Due to floods and heavy rainfall in the second and third week of August 2022, a total of 

24 districts of the state namely: Angul, Bargarh, Boudh, Nayagarh, Sambalpur, Subarnapur, 

Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapada, Khurda, Puri, Bhadrak, Balasore, Jajpur, Keonjhar, 

Mayurbhanj, Bolangir, Jharsuguda, Kalahandi, Kandhamal, Koraput, Nabarangpur, Nuapada 

and Sundergarh have been affected. The concerned districts and departments were directed to 

assess the damage caused by the flood and heavy rainfall. 

  

 According to the damage assessment data received from the district officials, 14,235 houses, 

1236 cow sheds, 5036 hectares of agricultural land, 1125 boats and fishing nets, 28.382 

hectares of fish ponds and 483.145 hectares of fish seed farming have been damaged. Besides, 

more than 33 per cent of the 1,26,162 hectares of farmland suffered crop loss. 

  

As per the instructions of the Hon‘ble Chief Minister, assistance will be provided for house 

construction, utensils, agriculture, haying, for dead cattle, damaged boats and nets, fishing 

ponds, fishing seed farming, handloom weavers, handicraftsmen, sericulture farmers based on 

the damage assessment reports by the District Collectors and guidelines of the Disaster Relief 

Fund.  A total of Rs.128.58 crores for assistance has been sanctioned for the flood-affected. 

  

Similarly, Rs 99 crore 92 lakh 97 thousand rupees have been sanctioned to the District 

Collectors for providing cooked food to the affected people in water-logged areas as per the 

instructions of the Chief Minister of Odisha. 

  

In the meantime, reports of damage to public property have been received from Water 

Resources Department, Urban Development Department, Rural Development Department, 

Housing and Urban Development Department and Energy Department. For immediate 

restoration of public property damage, Water Resources Department needs Rs.5277.69 lakhs, 

Urban Development Department needs Rs.2019.44 lakhs, Rural Development Department 

needs Rs.4254.70 lakhs, Housing and Urban Development Department needs Rs.607.72 lakhs 

https://pragativadi.com/odisha-flood-damage-assessment-govt-approves-rs-128-58-cr-assistance-for-affected/
https://pragativadi.com/odisha-flood-damage-assessment-govt-approves-rs-128-58-cr-assistance-for-affected/
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and Energy Department needs Rs.503.38 lakhs. 

  

But as per the terms and conditions of the disaster relief fund, for immediate restoration of 

damage to public property, Water Resources Department will get Rs.4353.92 lakhs, Works 

Dept Rs 1367.25 lakhs, Rural Development Department Rs.2414.37 lakhs, Housing and Urban 

Development Department Rs.82.46 lakhs and Energy Department has been sanctioned 

Rs.497.51 lakh from the Disaster Relief Fund. 

  

As such, a total sum of Rs.8715.51 lakh has been sanctioned to the said departments for the 

immediate repair and restoration of public property as per the instructions of Chief Minister 

Naveen Patnaik." 

Odisha: 8 of 28 villages in Ganjam coast under erosion threat 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/state-editions/8-of-28-villages-in-ganjam-coast-under-

erosion-threat.html 

 "Out of the total length of 480 km of Odisha‘s coastline, 60 km is covered in the Ganjam 

district. As many as 28 villages are located along the coast in the district with at least eight 

villages facing a threat due to rapid beach erosion from the Bay of Bengal. 

  

Out of these, three are Podampeta, Gokhorokuda and Purunabandha in Ganjam Block, one is 

Arjeepalli in Chatrapur Block, while the other four are Patisunapur, Anantaraipur, 

Rameyapatana and Katuru in Chikiti Block. All these are mostly fishermen villages. Podampeta 

is in the northern end at the Rushikulya mouth and Ramayapatna is in the southern end at 

Bahuda river mouth, close to Srikakulaum district of Andhra Pradesh. 

  

The beach was full of Casuarinas, cashew nut, coconut and Kewda plants which have almost 

vanished because of rampant deforestation, cyclonic storms and sea ingression. Earlier, there 

was also mangrove vegetation along the coast. The coast has been hit repeatedly by Super 

Cyclone in 1999, Phailin in 2013, Hudhud in 2014, Titli in 2018, Fani in 2019, Gulab in 2021 

and recently, by Asani in May 2022. 

  

Podampeta village with about 500 families is under Pali Bandha Panchayat. The villagers have 

been living in the dread of losing their land and livelihood as high tidal waves are fast creeping 

in towards the village eating the coast away. The sea surface always remains rough. Villagers 

on the coast are shifted to safer new locations at a distant place away from the sea. Even the 

Arjyapalli Marine Police Station and the Chhatrapur Police Station are likely to be shifted to 

new locations, because of the threat from the sea erosion. There have been several incidents of 

houses in Podampeta being washed away by the sea in recent years, because of beach erosion.  

The houses are crumbling like a pack of cards due to high tidal waves that are striking the 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/state-editions/8-of-28-villages-in-ganjam-coast-under-erosion-threat.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/state-editions/8-of-28-villages-in-ganjam-coast-under-erosion-threat.html
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village. In 2018 five families were put to sufferings after tidal waves washed away their houses. 

At least six houses were washed away by high tides recently on July 30 night. After the day‘s 

incident, many villagers fear that their localities will be submerged under the sea in the coming 

years. 

  

Similarly, in Rameyapatana, down south about 40 km away from Podampeta, till September 

2019, 27 families have been worst hit, and there is a possibility of more houses being 

completely washed away if tidal waves hit the village further. In mid of August this year, five 

houses collapsed and 15 more houses are on the verge of collapsing as high tidal waves lashed 

the village. 

  

Under the World Bank-aided Odisha Disaster Recovery Project (ODRP), cyclone-resilient 

houses have been provided to the villagers in two new sites named Podampeta ODRP-I and 

Podampeta ODRP-II. Under the ODRP programme, the villagers of Ramayapatna got houses at 

Chandbada Chowk, about 1.5 km away from their village. This fishermen village also has 

about about 500 families. All the families have not yet got the benefit in the rehabilitation 

colonies. Some of those who got did not like to shift to the new colony and stayed back in their 

respective villages. They prefer to stay close to the sea shore for convenience of fishing 

activities. 

  

Among the measures, the State Irrigation Department has come up with a Rs 23 crore plan to 

build a boundary wall to protect the coastal villages from high tides in Podampeta area. To save 

their village from severe sea erosion, the villagers of Ramayapatna have started digging and 

clearing the Bahuda river mouth, by hiring excavators. Similarly, the Brahmapur Irrigation 

Division plans to dump stones along the Ramayapatna coast as an immediate measure. The 

State Government has a proposal to construct a one-meter-long wall near the beach, about 20 

meters away, in order to protect the village from sea erosion. It will be built at an estimated cost 

of Rs 6.50 crore under the Integrated Coastal Zone Management Project (ICZMP). 

  

Purunabandha villagers blame that their village has become prone to erosion due to the 

construction of wave breakers of Gopalpur port a few years ago. However, port authorities 

claimed that the construction of wave breakers has nothing to do with the erosion and a 

technical team which visited the area also stated the same in their report. Katuru panchayat 

villages who are facing erosion threat are demanding a proper geomorphologic study of the sea 

erosion phenomenon, and to construct guard wall to protect the beach from erosion. Ethically 

development of green belt with salt tolerant and cyclone resistant vegetation is best suited to 

protect the coast from erosion, in preference over engineering structures as long-term measure. 

  

Coastal areas are of enormous socio-economic importance, because of marine fish and other 

resources, coastal biodiversity, tourist potential, commercial and residential development, and 
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of late the sources of wave energy, off-shore mining and port development activities, etc. But 

the areas are vulnerable to cyclone and other natural hazards, global warming and sea-level 

rise, beach pollution and various anthropogenic activities not compatible with protection of 

coastal ecosystem. The Government of India has launched the ‗Swachh Sagar, Surakshit Sagar‘ 

(Clean Coast Safe Sea) campaign, a 75-day citizen-led programme for improving ocean health 

through collective action carried out at 75 beaches across the country with 75 volunteers for 

each kilometre of the coastline that started from July 5 and will end on September 17." 

 

 

 

 

Odisha: Launches Rs 763 Cr cyclone resilient saline embankment project for a protective 

shield   

https://odishabytes.com/odisha-launches-rs-763-cr-cyclone-resilient-saline-embankment-

project-for-a-protective-shield/ 

 "The Odisha government has launched a Rs 763.5 crore project to build 198.81 km long 

cyclone resilient saline embankments in four coastal districts of the state to protect agricultural 

land and habitation from tidal surge. 

  

The Water Resources Department has issued a notification on launching of the ‗Cyclone 

Resilient Saline Embankment Project‘ to be implemented in the coastal districts of Balasore, 

Bhadrak, Kendrapara and Puri. A proposal in this regard had earlier received approval of the 

state cabinet in August, reports said on Monday. The state government has decided to fund the 

project from its own resources. Cyclone Fani in 2019, Amphan in 2020 and cyclone Yaas in 

2021 have caused a substantial economic loss to the state as saline water entered into a large 

agricultural areas and villages. 

  

The project will be executed during the period from financial year 2022-23 to 2024-25 with an 

outlay of Rs 763.5 crore. The project seeks to raise and strengthen the saline embankments to 

sustain the impact of severe cyclones. The embankments will also protect the adjacent 

landmass and habitation from flood, saline ingress and tidal surge of Bay of Bengal in the four 

coastal districts, sources said. The project will benefit over 2.92 lakh people in 136 coastal 

villages of the four districts. 

  

The project will also help to withstand cyclonic storms of higher magnitude such as high wind 

https://odishabytes.com/odisha-launches-rs-763-cr-cyclone-resilient-saline-embankment-project-for-a-protective-shield/
https://odishabytes.com/odisha-launches-rs-763-cr-cyclone-resilient-saline-embankment-project-for-a-protective-shield/
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speed and sea storm surges, mitigate floods by keeping flood waters within channel boundary, 

and protect public infrastructures like school, hospital, anganwadi centre, utilities like 

electricity and road communication from extreme storm during cyclone. The proposed saline 

embankments would also protect nearby habitation, agricultural land from saline ingress. It will 

also help in early restoration of all forms of economic activities in the region after the cyclonic 

event. 

  

The state has made structural intervention in the form of saline embankments to the tune of 

1,636 km in the coastal districts. However, the saline embankments of 156.17 km length have 

already been strengthened as per National Cyclone Risk Mitigation Project (NCRMP). Out of 

the remaining 1,479.83 km of saline embankments, a length of 416.01 km is vulnerable. Out of 

416.01 km, 198.81 km is weak and extremely vulnerable, the notification said. 

  

Now, the state government has planned for raising and strengthening of 36 saline embankments 

measuring total length of 198.81 km to cyclone resilient standard to sustain the impact of very 

severe cyclone with speeds up to 250 km/hour and to protect the adjacent landmass and 

habitation from floods, saline ingress and tidal surge of Bay of Bengal. 

  

 According to sources, upon completion of the projects, about 21,690 hectares of agricultural 

land will be protected from flood and saline ingress and 2,92,500 people in 136 villages in the 

above districts will be benefitted. Due to raising and strengthening of embankments, road 

communication, scope for fishing and eco-tourism will be improved, the sources added." 

Odisha: Locals oppose petrochemical project plan in Kendrapara over green concerns 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/locals-oppose-petrochemical-project-

plan-in-odisha-s-kendrapara-over-green-concerns-84634 

 "A section of residents of Kendrapara district in Odisha have opposed a proposed 

petrochemical investment in the state‘s coastal pockets over environmental concerns. Around 

120 people turned up at a public hearing on August 30, 2022, at Mahakalapada in Kendrapara 

district and protested against the proposed Petroleum, Chemicals and Petrochemical Invest 

Region (PCPIR) project. They said it would affect the rivers, mangrove forests and their 

livelihood. 

  

The Indian Oil Corporation has planned to set up a petrochemical complex at Paradip. Indian 

Oil Corporation Ltd is a central government-owned oil and gas explorer and producer. ―Paddy 

and fish are our main sources of income. But the authorities have ulterior motives. The 

livelihoods of over 200,000 farmers will be affected by the project,‖ claimed Alaya Samantray, 

a local resident who was a part of the protest. Shrimp farming is a major source of income in 

the area.  Odisha State Pollution Control Board (OSPCB) organised a public hearing, which 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/locals-oppose-petrochemical-project-plan-in-odisha-s-kendrapara-over-green-concerns-84634
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/locals-oppose-petrochemical-project-plan-in-odisha-s-kendrapara-over-green-concerns-84634
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was attended by the locals, land owners, government officials, Industrial Infrastructure 

Development Corporation (IDCO) officials and other stakeholders. 

  

The PCPIR project is proposed in Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur districts, which are 

surrounded by mangrove forests. The survival of these forests depends upon the availability of 

freshwater and saltwater in suitable proportions. The project will cover 7,000 acres of land in 

51 villages under the Mahakalapada block and 12 villages under the Marsaghai block in 

Kendrapara district. 

  

It will be built at the cost of Rs 16,482 crores and will cover 26 villages under Earasama block 

and 61 villages under Kujang blocks in Jagatsinghpur district as well. The mangrove forests are 

not only the district‘s lifeline but also the district‘s guard walls during natural disasters like 

cyclones. Rare species of mangroves are also found in the region. 

  

Any change in the water flow regime will affect mangrove forest adversely, according to the 

locals. The two districts already face the adverse effects of climate change through regular 

cyclones, heavy rains and high floods, said Kshitish Kumar Singh, an environmentalist. The 

total freshwater requirement for the proposed PCPIR would be 620 million litres per day 

(MLD), according to the environmental impact assessment (EIA) report. The Mahanadi river 

will be the source of it." 

Odisha: Biofloc tech making Odisha self-sufficient in fish production 

https://www.prameyanews.com/biofloc-tech-making-odisha-self-sufficient-in-fish-

production/ 

 "Odisha government is promoting fish farming through biofloc technology in the state. 

Fish productivity is 20 times higher in biofloc farming than in pond farming. The scheme is 

aimed at increasing fish productivity and making the state self-sufficient in fish production. The 

state government is extending technical support and subsidy to interested progressive farmers 

and entrepreneurs. 

  

Odisha has witnessed a fourfold increase in fish production in the last two decades with an 

annual production of 9.89 lakh metric tons of fish during 2021-22. Out of it, around 2.55 lakh 

metric tons have been exported to abroad and neighbouring states. 

  

However, due to the demand for freshwater fish in the state, around 50,520 metric tons of 

freshwater fish have been imported from other states, said Odisha Fisheries & Animal 

Resources Development Department in its report. In 2010-11, around 6062 metric tons of fish 

were exported to foreign countries which decreased to 2911 metric tons in 2017-18. The fish 

export witnessed an increase to 21205 metric tons in 2018-19. Similarly, in 2019-20 the export 

https://www.prameyanews.com/biofloc-tech-making-odisha-self-sufficient-in-fish-production/
https://www.prameyanews.com/biofloc-tech-making-odisha-self-sufficient-in-fish-production/
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was 20,495 metric tons. It was 19,194 metric tons in 2020-21 and 19,750 metric tons in 2021-

22, the report said. 

  

The state has exported 76,356 metric tons of prawn to foreign countries in 2021-22. Besides, 

1,34,321 metric tons of fish, 20,893 metric tons of prawns, and 3,728 metric tons of crab have 

been exported to neighbouring states this year." 

Odisha: The fourth largest fish producing state in the country 

https://odishabytes.com/odisha-becomes-fourth-largest-fish-producing-state-minister/ 

 "Odisha has emerged as the fourth largest fish producing state in the country with annual 

production of 9.91 lakh ton during 2021-22, contributing significantly to the state‘s economy. 

During the last two decades, fish production in Odisha has increased from 2.60 lakh ton to 9.91 

lakh ton in 2021-22. With this, it now ranks fourth in fish production in the country. 

  

The spectacular growth could be achieved following the implementation of a favourable and 

innovative policy for fish farming by the state government and use of latest technology, 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Animal Resources Development Minister Ranendra Pratap Swain 

said. Steps taken for promoting farming of improved varieties of fish and use of fish feed also 

played a major role in giving a significant boost to fish production in the state, he said speaking 

at a webinar ‗Fish Farming in India and Strengthening of Marine Food Processing‘ on 

Saturday. 

  

The Minister said fish production in the state which was worth Rs 1,046 crore in 2000-01 has 

increased by around 10 times to Rs 10,815 crore in 2020-21. The pisciculture sector now 

accounts for around 2.4% of the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) in the state, he said, 

adding that brackish water shrimp production has also witnessed a six fold jump. 

  

Noting that effective utilisation of the 480 km long coastline of Odisha has led to an impressive 

growth in marine food exports, Swain said marine food exports from the state has increased 

from Rs 379 crore in 2000-01 to Rs 4,526 crore in 2021-22, registering a 12 fold rise. The state 

government has set a target of increasing the volume of marine food exports to Rs 20,000 crore 

by 2030 when the total fish production in Odisha is expected to grow to 22 lakh ton, the 

Minister added." 

Odisha: Deluge washes away livelihood of fish farmers in Kendrapara district 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/aug/22/deluge-washes-away-

livelihood-of-fish-farmers-in-kendrapara-district-2490115.html 

https://odishabytes.com/odisha-becomes-fourth-largest-fish-producing-state-minister/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/aug/22/deluge-washes-away-livelihood-of-fish-farmers-in-kendrapara-district-2490115.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/aug/22/deluge-washes-away-livelihood-of-fish-farmers-in-kendrapara-district-2490115.html
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 "The deluge has washed away the livelihood of a large number of fish farmers in the 

district. After the gushing floodwaters swept away the fish from ponds, around 10,000 

fishermen are now staring at uncertainty. Sources said the losses run into lakhs of rupees and 

the Fisheries department is yet to carry out any damage assessment survey.Ananda Behera (45) 

of Padanipala village in Aul block had reared fish in two ponds. On average, he used to catch 5-

10 kg of fish daily from his ponds and earn around Rs 10,000 per month. But the floods last 

week washed away almost all the fish from his ponds. 

  

Similarly, Vivekananda Mallick (54) of Dihabalarampur village in Marsaghai block had 

obtained Rs 30,000 as an advance from a trader two months back on the condition of selling all 

his fish to him. However, the fish from his two ponds were carried away into the nearby river 

by the floodwater. 

  

Apart from fishermen, many prawn farm owners have suffered huge losses as the floodwater 

washed away shrimps from their gheris. ―The floodwater receded from my prawn farm on 

Saturday. But all the shrimps have swept away. I suffered a loss of around Rs 3 lakh,‖ said 

Akshya Mandal, a prawn farm owner of Kusunapur village. 

  

 resident of Odisha Mashyajibi Forum Narayan Haldar said the fish ponds were flooded during 

the breeding period. The worst sufferers are the fish farmers whose farms were on the fringes of 

rivers. After the floodwater receded, fish started dying because of the lack of oxygen caused by 

water pollution in many ponds. 

  

The majority of the remaining fish in the farms have died due to the inflow of polluted water 

from rivers into the ponds. Claiming that fish production would be hit this year due to the 

floods, Haldar demanded that the government should provide fish seeds and financial 

assistance to the affected farmers. 

  

Contacted, district fisheries officer Mamata Mohapatra said, ―The department would carry out a 

survey in the coming days to assess the extent of the damage. We have directed the fishery 

extension officers of all nine blocks to submit a detailed report about the loss of fishermen. 

After getting the report, we will provide assistance to the affected persons.‘‘" 

Odisha: Fisherfolk at sea as conservationist tag eludes them  

https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/fisherfolk-at-sea-as-conservationist-tag-eludes-

them-183844  

"We go to sea to feed our families. But the mafias use explosives to catch huge quantities of 

fish at one go. Yet, the police come only after people like us,"" laments a fisherman from 

Batighar village in Kendrapada, as he tries to explain how the traditional fishing community is 

https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/fisherfolk-at-sea-as-conservationist-tag-eludes-them-183844
https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/fisherfolk-at-sea-as-conservationist-tag-eludes-them-183844
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at a loss, though it hardly overexploits the resources at its disposal. 

  

For years, conservationists have been exploring ways to increase the fish population along 

Odisha's coast, besides protecting the breeding grounds of Olive Ridley turtles, a species 

recognised as 'vulnerable' by the IUCN Red List. Traditional fisherfolk, who are key to such 

efforts, have mostly welcomed them, despite incurring heavy losses. For example, the 

Gahirmatha coast in Kendrapara district has a blanket ban on fishing in place as it is the largest 

nesting spot of the Ridleys. 

  

Additionally, the state government has prohibited fishing within 20 km of the coast at the river 

mouths of the Rushikulya, Devi and Dhamra during the turtle breeding season that extends 

from November to May. This affects the livelihood of tens of thousands of fisherfolk, who have 

to fall back on government aid for sustenance. ""The incentive is meagre. Around 1,500 

families get Rs 7,500 per month when the ban is in place,"" Kanda Alaya, secretary, Odisha 

Traditional Fishermen Union, tells 101Reporters. 

  

He says the scheme has failed to compensate for the loss incurred by the community, forcing 

many to migrate to cities for work. Fisher Arabinda Swain explains how the compensation has 

failed. ""There are several fisherfolks without identity cards. They remain deprived of the 

measly incentive the community manages to get during the annual ban period."" 

  

Though fisherfolk claim themselves to be easy targets, Debasish Bhoi, Forest Range Officer, 

Gahirmatha Marine Wildlife Sanctuary, thinks otherwise. While denying allegations, he tells 

101Reporters that ""the department arrests those involved and seizes their vessels and trawlers, 

whenever there is an alert about illegal fishing in prohibited areas."" Bhoi cites an incident, 

wherein 19 fishermen were arrested in January 2020 for illegal fishing in Gahirmatha. 

  

Forget incentives, fishing communities are denied even their rights to access coastal produce in 

the name of conservation. ""The laws are hardly being translated in the true spirit,"" says Dr 

Geetanjali Panda, a lecturer in Anthropology at the Dharanidhar Autonomous College, 

Keonjhar. She notes how the tourism department has curbed traditional fishing rights along the 

coasts of Gopalpur, Puri and Satapada, besides Chilika lake. 

  

The Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006, allows Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest 

dwellers the rights to fish and use water bodies in forest areas. This is applicable to fishing 

communities in the mangrove forests also. Besides, the Wild Life Protection (Amendment) Act, 

2006, takes care of the rights and occupational interests of traditional fishing communities. 

  

However, the laws remain mostly on paper. ""The tourism department keeps ponds, canals, 

lakes, wetlands and reservoirs out of fisherfolk's reach. To make things worse, there is no 
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community participation in the management and protection of water bodies,"" says Panda. 

  

Under the FRA, panchayats in the non-scheduled areas should acknowledge the rights of 

traditional fishing communities over water bodies for their livelihood. ""But this provision 

seems to be non-existent,"" she says. Acknowledging that majority of the fisherfolk in Odisha 

do not own any land, Y. Giri Rao, the director of local NGO Vasundhara, calls for the 

protection of traditional fishing rights. NGO Vasundhara works on forest governance and land 

rights of tribal and forest-dwelling communities.  

The Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification of 2018 puts coastal communities in the line 

of disaster. ""They are more vulnerable to climate disasters now,"" notes Kanchi Kohli, a 

researcher associated with the Centre for Policy Research, New Delhi. Under the Environment 

(Protection) Act, 1986, the Ministry of Environment and Forests first issued the notification in 

1991 for the regulation of activities in coastal areas. It said the coastal zone encompassed all 

that land with which the sea had direct contact and those portions of land on which the sea had 

an influence indirectly through tidal action. It is aimed at conserving the rich and diverse 

coastal biodiversity. 

  

However, Kohli thinks that it doesn't serve its purpose fully. ""The latest notification gave an 

upper hand to real estate developers, besides promoting tourism and industry on a mass scale. 

With it, the local subsistence economy of fishing hamlets went for a toss,"" she tells 

101Reporters. On condition of anonymity, a government official explains how the 2018 

notification has brought down the regulation area to a mere 50m from the hazard line, which 

will significantly damage the fragile coastal ecology. ""Permission has been given in the 

notification to reclaim land for commercial activities, extract sand dunes and groundwater 

within 200 to 500m from the high tide line. Such laws only serve to quicken the pace of 

displacement of local communities,"" he warns." 

Bihar and Odisha: Floods wreak havoc as thousands displaced; struggle on for food, 

drinking water 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/floods-wreak-havoc-in-bihar-odisha-as-thousands-

displaced-struggle-on-for-food-drinking-water-5805055.html 

 "Incessant heavy rainfall over several days in August caused major rivers to overflow, 

leading to flooding in parts of Bihar and Odisha. While some among lakhs of affected people 

have been evacuated to flood relief camps, many have been left to cope in their flooded 

communities. Houses, particularly mud houses, have been submerged in the region as a result 

of severe flooding. There is no way to cook, with all supplies destroyed. There‘s an acute 

shortage of clean drinking water as all drinking water sources (including tube wells) are 

submerged. Toilets are flooded, and women and girls are especially vulnerable due to a lack of 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/floods-wreak-havoc-in-bihar-odisha-as-thousands-displaced-struggle-on-for-food-drinking-water-5805055.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/floods-wreak-havoc-in-bihar-odisha-as-thousands-displaced-struggle-on-for-food-drinking-water-5805055.html


Odisha News Articles 

19 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

sanitation and privacy. People have taken to fishing with whatever clothes and nets they have to 

feed themselves because there is no food in the house. Communication channels have been 

completely disrupted near Sohlpur on the Gop and Puri road due to 5 feet of flood water on the 

road. Flood water has also submerged the road between Sohopur and Ganeshwarpur. People 

have attempted to block floodwater from entering into some roads by dumping sand on it. 

  

The Mahani floodwaters will be discharged into the sea via sluices along the Daya, Bhagrabi 

Ratanchira, Luna, and Makra rivers in Puri district. Eleven Puri district blocks are expected to 

be particularly hard hit. The Meli River basin‘s Chupuringi, Badput, and Dholpatna areas will 

be particularly affected. Health care is being delivered to flood victims. Even though the flood 

situation in Boudh district has improved slightly, more than ten villages remain cut off. The 

muddy areas and poles of Jagannath Road have 2 to 3 feet of water. As a result, people lack 

access to health care. 

  

Every day, a team of 7 doctors and the village‘s Asha Didi use a fire department boat to reach 

the flooded village and provide health services. ―Especially daily use medicine such as 

diabetes, low BP, etc. medicine is being distributed free of cost along with sanitary pads to help 

all the young women living in the flood areas,"" said Dr. Shrevant Swai, head of the medical 

team. The water level in the Baitarani River was 18.95 metres above the danger level of 17.83 

metres at Akhupada in the Keonjhar district. However, the water level in Anandpur was also 

dropping. The districts of Bhadrak and Jajpur have been notified as well as the Mahanadi River 

system‘s flood situation has improved. Meanwhile, authorities in Balasore and Mayurbhanj 

districts began a massive evacuation drive to move people from vulnerable areas to safer 

locations, even as floodwaters entered villages and caused havoc." 

Indian fisherfolk in Odisha at sea as conservationist tag eludes them 

https://kalingatv.com/state/fisherfolk-at-sea-as-conservationist-tag-eludes-them/ 

 "―We go to sea to feed our families. But the mafias use explosives to catch huge 

quantities of fish at one go. Yet, the police come only after people like us,‖ laments a fisherman 

from Batighar village in Kendrapada in the Indian state of Odisha, as he tries to explain how 

the traditional fishing community is at a loss, though it hardly overexploits the resources at its 

disposal. 

  

For years, conservationists have been exploring ways to increase the fish population along 

Odisha‘s coast, besides protecting the breeding grounds of Olive Ridley turtles, a species 

recognised as ‗vulnerable‘ by the IUCN Red List. 

  

Traditional fisherfolk, who are key to such efforts, have mostly welcomed them, despite 

incurring heavy losses. For example, the Gahirmatha coast in Kendrapara district has a blanket 

https://kalingatv.com/state/fisherfolk-at-sea-as-conservationist-tag-eludes-them/
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ban on fishing in place as it is the largest nesting spot of the Ridleys. 

  

Additionally, the state government has prohibited fishing within 20 km of the coast at the river 

mouths of the Rushikulya, Devi and Dhamra during the turtle breeding season that extends 

from November to May. 

  

This affects the livelihood of tens of thousands of fisherfolk, who have to fall back on 

government aid for sustenance. ―The incentive is meagre. Around 1,500 families get Rs 7,500 

per month when the ban is in place,‖ Kanda Alaya, secretary, Odisha Traditional Fishermen 

Union, tells 101Reporters. 

  

He says the scheme has failed to compensate for the loss incurred by the community, forcing 

many to migrate to cities for work." 

Odisha: Obstruction of Palur Saheb canal hits fishermen hard 

https://www.orissapost.com/obstruction-of-palur-saheb-canal-hits-fishermen-hard/ 

 "The Odisha government is constructing a bridge on Palur Saheb canal to facilitate 

movement of fishermen who have been evacuated from the erosion hit ‗Podampeta‘ village to 

‗New Podampeta‘ village, sources said Tuesday. However, the construction of the bridge is 

causing huge difficulty to fishermen living in the same locality. 

  

The ‗New Podampeta‘ village has been established under the Odisha Disaster Recovery Project 

(ODRP) scheme where the evacuated fishermen have been rehabilitated in fresh houses built 

for them. The building of the bridge is underway for which the construction company has 

encroached upon the canal route and piled up large number of sand bags. This has turned into a 

curse for 95 per cent of the fishermen who eke out their living from the nearby Chilika lake. 

  

The affected fishermen are from Gajapati Nagar, Gourang Patna under Ganjam block, Rambha, 

Sabulia, Keshpur, Langaleswar of Khallikote block, Kumarpur, Patanasi Maleshwari, 

Khalamunha, Rasakudi, Balinasi, Haripur and Srirampur under Krushnaprasad block of Puri 

district. The Chilika lake lies to the north of the under-construction bridge and is around 10 km 

from the canal. Sand bags have obstructed the proper flow of water and its subsequent drainage 

from the canal. 

  

As a result, the water has become stagnant for the last six months leading to algae forming over 

it. The water has also turned toxic and unfit for consumption. Obstruction of water flow has 

also harmed the aquatic animals laying eggs near the Rushikulya river mouth. The eggs flow 

into the lake through the canal. 

  

https://www.orissapost.com/obstruction-of-palur-saheb-canal-hits-fishermen-hard/
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A long pause in the flow of water has led to shortage of food for the fish population in the lake 

leading to a further decline in catch for the fishermen. Fisherman Gourahari Behera of Gajapati 

Nagar under Ganjam block alleged that this development has hit them hard and most of the 

fishermen and their family members have migrated to other states and are working in various 

companies to earn a living. 

  

Behera pointed out that had the authorities taken steps to drain out the canal water through 

pipes before starting construction of the bridge, the present situation could have been avoided. 

He demanded that the bridge be completed as quickly as possible and removal of 

encroachments from the site of the canal." 

Odisha: Erosion-hit Podampeta seeks help 

https://www.orissapost.com/erosion-hit-podampeta-seeks-help/ 

 "At least 12 villages near Podampeta in Ganjam district face serious erosion threat from 

surging sea waves, spreading panic among the residents who are spending sleepless nights now. 

Reports said rapid erosion of land mass by surging sea waves has pushed the fishermen 

dominated Podampeta village to the verge of extinction. 

  

The village was once populated by over 500 families. As the erosion threat is increasing day by 

day, several families have deserted the village. The remaining residents said they also earn their 

livelihood from the cashew forest near the sea coast, apart from fishing. They also said that 

they would lose their livelihood if they leave the village. The rest of the families have been 

shifted and rehabilitated at New Podampeta. 

  

However, the residents at New Podampeta complain about lack of drinking water facilities. 

Earlier, the distance between the sea and Podampeta was about 2km but with the sea surface 

often remaining rough after a series of cyclonic storms, the distance between the sea and the 

village has been reduced to a few metres now. This has sparked concern and fear among the 

residents. They demanded the state government and district administration to intervene and 

take steps to protect their lives and properties from the ravaging sea waves. 

  

They said that a stone embankment should be constructed to prevent the sea ingress. Recently, 

high altitude tidal waves ravaged the area by damaging houses that were washed away into the 

sea. Earlier, over 30 houses in three settlements of the village have been washed away by the 

sea waves. When contacted, Collector Dibya Jyoti Parida said that the district administration is 

working to establish a model colony to rehabilitate the evacuated residents of Podampeta." 

Odisha: Puri firm diverts boat engines under subsidy scheme 

https://www.orissapost.com/erosion-hit-podampeta-seeks-help/
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https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/state-editions/puri-firm-diverts-boat-engines-under-

subsidy-scheme.html 

 "The fishermen of Konark have filed a complaint petition before the district Collector, 

Puri, alleging that Puri-based ―Shareen Traders‖ has illegally transported the boat engines 

meant for them under  State Government subsidy scheme, to Andhra Pradesh for pecuniary 

benefits. They have submitted a copy of the petition to the Chief Minister, Director General of 

Vigilance, Director of Fisheries and Director General, State Crime Branch, for necessary legal 

action against the trading organisation. 

  

In the petition, it is alleged that the Greaves Company had supplied boat engines to the 

fishermen through the State Government, Odisha, under subsidy scheme but ―Shareen 

Traders‖, CT Road, Puri, Penthakota, has illegally transported the same to Andhra Pradesh. 

One K Prasad and his son K Mark are owners of the Sharinee Traders and they have been 

involved in the scam for the last 30 years and grabbing the subsidy amount. 

  

On July 27, a Special Squad of Puri Commercial Tax seized 10 boat engines with an Ashok 

Leyland mini truck bearing Regn.No.OD-13Q 7725 at Sukala Chhaka under Puri district. The 

fishermen have demanded an impartial inquiry against Shareen Traders and stern legal action 

against the company owners." 

Odisha: Marine fishermen of Puri with a loan burden of Rs.48 crore victimized by 

unscrupulous people 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/marine-fishermen-of-puri-with-a-loan-burden-of-rs-48-crore-

victimized-by-unscrupulous-people/States/news/2794873.html 

 "Marine fishermen of Chandrabhaga (Konark) and Puri Pentkota have been victimized by 

unscrupulous persons as they now have a burden of over Rs.48 crore as loan which they had 

not taken. According to sea fishermen leaders G Apana, G Gangana of Chandrabhaga and H 

Narayan and Suree of Puri Pentkota fishermen colony some unscrupulous persons on the 

pretext of providing poor fishermen bank loans had collected aadhar card, copy of bank pass 

book and other documents from innocent fishermen. They then took the loan from the bank 

producing fake papers. 

  

The racket was operating since 2013 but the matter came to the light as about 412 fishermen of 

Chandrabhaga and 700 in Puri were recently served recovery notices by Canara, UCO, SBI and 

Gramya Banks. The innocent fishermen ignored the notice stating that they had not taken any 

loan. The bank has blocked their savings account and threatened to initiate recovery 

proceedings against them, the fishermen leaders said. . ""We have met the marine fisheries 

officer, collector, Puri and vigilance department in this regard a number of times and handed 
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them the memorandum to conduct a thorough probe into it and take legal actions against the 

culprits,"" the fishermen leaders said. 

  

They have also filed complaints with the chief minister, the director vigilance,the director of 

marine fishery,the director general state crime branch for investigation to unearth the racket 

which has put poor fishermen in a tight position besides siphoning of crores of rupees 

government money. The subsidised fishing equipment like boat, engine, fishing net are 

fraudulently siphoned by a handful persons in a systematic way to other states ,they alleged. 

  

The subsidised boat engines which are meant for fishermen of Odisha are secretly transported 

to neighbouring Andhra Pradesh by the dealer of engines. Surprisingly no action either by 

marine fishery or vigilance department and collector is taken, the fishermen leader lamented. 

On July 26 last the enforcement squad of the Puri commercial tax seized nine new boat engines 

while being transported to outside the district by a truck. 

  

According to Patra, the enforcement officer, our squad intercepted a truck at Sukal check gate 

along the Jagannath Sarak on July 26 night. As the driver could not produce any document,the 

truck was detained and the nine new engines were seized. The victim fishermen are up in arms 

and alleged that the subsidised engines were secretly sent to Andhra Pradesh for sale and 

demanded stern action against the culprits." 

Odisha: Government against ban on motor boats in Mangalajodi 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jul/30/odisha-govt-against-ban-on-

motor-boats-in-mangalajodi-2482261.html 

 "The State government has stated before the Orissa High Court that prohibition on 

operating motorised fishing boats in the channels and sub-channels of Mangalajodi of Chilika 

lake is not necessary as their movement does not affect the migratory birds visiting the area. 

  

On April 6, the court had given three-month time to the government to take a decision on 

imposition of the ban. In an affidavit, Director of Fisheries Smruti Ranjan Pradhan claimed the 

number of migratory birds visiting Chilika had gone up to 2,25,500 in 2022 from 1,05,462 in 

2018. He said, ―Such increase in number is due to reduced poaching and involvement of local 

community who are traditional fishermen.‖ 

  

Pradhan further claimed that any restriction on movement of motorised boats would adversely 

affect the livelihood of traditional fishermen, not only of Mangalajodi but also adjoining areas. 

Besides, there is a need for coexistence of traditional fishermen for their livelihood and 

conservation of migratory birds in Chilika lake. ―The locals, who are involved in conservation 

of migratory birds and its ecosystems also belong to the fishermen households,‖ he said. 
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On Wednesday , the HC was hearing an PIL filed by one Debakar Behera seeking its 

intervention against unchecked movement of motorised fishing boats in Mangalajodi area. The 

division bench of Chief Justice S Muralidhar and Justice RK Pattanaik fixed the next date of 

hearing on August 22 while allowing time to petitioner‘s counsel Ashis Kumar Mishra ‗to 

study the affidavit and make submissions‘. 

  

In the affidavit, Pradhan said the Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1981 is intended to 

regulate fishing by fishing vessels, keeping in view the interest of local fishing communities, 

the need to conserve fish and to regulate fishing on a scientific basis. 

  

―The fishermen of Mangalajodi use both motorised and non-motorised traditional fishing boats. 

Such boats are being duly registered since the enactment of the Act in 1981. About 189 

motorised and 128 non-motorised fishing boats registered under the Act are operating in the 

area,‖ Pradhan‘s affidavit stated." 

Odisha: Alert systems of no use in mishaps, say fishermen 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jul/26/alert-systems-of-no-use-in-

mishaps-say-fishermen-2480708.html 

 "The use of distress alert transmission system (DATS) in mechanised boats and trawlers 

has proved meaningless during distress as neither the Marine Police nor the Indian Coast Guard 

(ICG) personnel reportedly came to the rescue of local fishermen in two recent mishaps where 

the vessels caught fire due to technical snag. 

  

Sources said on Sunday, a trawler named ‗Bhagabati‘  was engaged in fishing when it caught 

fire mid-sea due to technical snag. On hearing screams, fishermen in a nearby trawler came and 

rescued nine persons onboard. The previous day, another trawler also caught fire between 

Astaranga and Puri possibly due to explosion of gas used for cooking purpose and seven 

persons were rescued by local fishermen. 

  

 It was found that nearly 600 motorised boats are registered with the Fisheries department, 90 

per cent of which have complied with safety measures by fitting tracking devices like DATS, 

Global Positioning System (GPS) and very high frequency sets (VHFS). However, the 

installations have been rendered meaningless due to non-use of either DATS or GPS and late 

arrival of marine police or ICG. Many fishermen alleged they used DATS but the ICG rescue 

team reached late as a result of which they used VHFS to seek immediate intervention of local 

fishermen in order to survive. In many cases, DATS get damaged too during the mishaps. 

  

President of Odisha Marine Fish Producer Association Srikant Parida informed that in many 
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cases, DATS were not used because of change of staff. Inexperienced fishermen could not use 

it properly as a result of which ICG team could not reach on time, he said. 

  

Manager of fishing harbour Manoranjan Mohapatra said nearly 503 out of 569 trawlers have 

been fitted with DATS and other safety measures but these are hardly being used during 

emergency. Lack of knowledge of its operation along with change of staff are the main causes 

behind non-use of the system, he added." 

Odisha: Fisheries department’s plans for transponders in mechanised vessels delayed  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jul/14/odisha-fisheries-

departments-plans-for-transponders-in-mechanised-vessels-delayed-2476438.html 

 "The fisheries department's plan to install transponders in mechanised fishing vessels and 

trawlers operating on the Odisha coast is delayed owing to no response to bids floated for 

procurement of the devices. 

  

However, while informing this on affidavit Deputy Director Fisheries (Marine) Basanta Kumar 

Dash was hopeful that the process for procurement of transponders will be on track as certain 

terms and conditions in the tenders floated for the third time were relaxed for wider 

participation. 

  

The plan is to install transponders in the fishing vessels to track them in the sea for protection 

of the endangered Olive Ridley turtles off the Odisha coast.A transponder (short for 

transmitter-responder) is an electronic device that produces a response when it receives a radio 

frequency interference.The Court was hearing on Tuesday a PIL it had registered suo motu on 

February 23 last year on the high mortality rate of Olive Ridley turtles off the Odisha coast. 

  

Initially, the Court had constituted a committee to formulate measures for the protection of 

Olive Ridley turtles and their habitats. The panel had recommended use of transponders as 

there was an urgent need to track the trawling activities on a real time basis. This has been done 

in Tamil Nadu. 

  

Dash stated in the affidavit that no bids were received to tenders issued on December 10, 2021 

and April 18, 2022. Subsequently, fresh tender for procurement of transponders was floated on 

June 7.There are 1740 mechanised fishing vessels in the State. As per plan the State 

government is to procure transponders from Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 

empanelled vendors in two phases over a period of two years - 1000 in 2021-22 and the rest 

740 in 2022-23. 

  

The ISRO was requested by the State Fisheries department to integrate the Geo-fencing 
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coordinates of fishing ban areas for the transponders to give an alert to fishing boats during 

their movement in the conserved areas.The installation of the Central Monitoring Unit process 

by ISRO is to be undertaken along with the procurement process." 

Odisha: State exported Rs 4,560 cr seafood last fiscal 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2022/state-editions/state-exported-rs-4-560-cr-seafood-last-

fiscal.html 

 "Odisha, which is the 4th largest State in aquaculture production in the country, has 

exported sea foods worth Rs 4,560 crore during last Financial Year. This was informed by 

Fisheries and Animal Resources Development Minister Ranendra Pratap Swain while speaking 

at a seminar on ―Diversified Aquaculture with Special Focus to GIFT‖ here on Monday. 

  

The Marine Product Export Development Authority (MPEDA) and Rajiv Gandhi Centre for 

Aquaculture (RGCA) in association with Fisheries and Animal Resources Development 

Department organised the seminar. Inaugurating the seminar as chief guest, Swain 

congratulated MPEDA for rendering essential service to the aquaculture farmers and exporters 

of India which has made all time high record exports figures i.e. 7.7 billion US $ during 2021-

22 in spite of Covid-19 pandemic. 

  

Swain expressed his pleasure on the overall fisheries development of Odisha and said the total 

production was 9.91 lakh metric tons during last FY. Swain said Odisha deserved to be No.1 

State in India in aquaculture for which the present Government was highly committed and he 

assured that all the help required for the sector would be extended. 

  

―The Chief Minister has introduced the 5T system in Odisha for good governance which is 

unique in our country. It is time to learn from diversified aquaculture from other countries such 

as Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, China and even our neighbour Bangladesh where they 

grow more than 50 varieties of fish,‖ said the Minister. The Odisha Government has signed a 

MoU with MPEDA-RGCA for  developing and renewing Odisha Shrimp Seed Production and 

Research Centre (OSSPARC) hatchery in Gopalpur for seed production centre which is a 

dream project of the Chief Minister, informed Swain. 

  

Principal Secretary, Fisheries and ARD R Raghu Prasad said the Department of Fisheries has 

introduced Go-SUGAM portal to make an ease of ―application process‖ for the beneficiaries 

under different schemes/components. 

  

Odisha has 4.18 lakh hectares of brackish water resources and 480 km of coastline for fisheries 

development of the State. The brackish water and coastal lines are very important for Odisha 
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for augmenting fish production by introduction of diversified species, he told. Director of 

Fisheries, Smruti Ranjan Pradhan said through introduction of circular cage culture in the 

Hirakud reservoir, Odisha has immense potential to produce additional 1.25 lakh MT of fish 

from major reservoirs in collaboration with the PFCS members and private entrepreneurs." 

Odisha: Monsoon, sea erosion threats haunt Odisha’s coastal villages in Ganjam 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jul/11/monsoon-sea-erosion-

threats-haunt-odishas-coastal-villages-in-ganjam-2475242.html 

 "The arrival of monsoons may have brought relief from the blistering heat, but the threat 

of floods along with fast-eroding sea and river banks have spelt sleepless nights for people in 

coastal areas of Ganjam district. While Ganjam is prone to cyclones, floods and natural 

disasters, a lot of localities in coastal villages are also facing a serious threat of the advancing 

sea reportedly due to a lack of preventive measures by the district administration. 

  

Sources said Chikiti and Ganjam blocks are the worst affected by sea erosion and the situation 

becomes alarming during rains. Ramayapatana, Chandanbada and Alatpur in Chikiti and 

Podempeta in Ganjam have been facing the fury of the sea for the last 15 years and over 100 

houses including pucca ones were washed away in the areas during monsoons. 

  

The State government had made provisions to rehabilitate victims and initiate preventive 

measures soon after but there has been little progress due to a lack of interest by authorities 

concerned. After Phailin struck in 2013, 16,707 families across five blocks - Ganjam, 

Khalikote, Chhatrapur, Rangeilunda and Chikiti - were identified for rehabilitation in nine 

ORDP colonies jointly funded by the World Bank and State government on a 70:30 sharing 

basis. 

  

Accordingly, the sites for houses were identified at safer places within 5 km from the high tide 

line and construction started in 2014. Even an owner-driven construction of houses (ODCH) 

approach was adopted and each beneficiary was allotted `3 lakh to construct a 294 sq ft house. 

While nearly 15,185 families got houses in the last seven years, most of them relocated to other 

places because basic infrastructure like drainage, power and drinking water are lacking due to 

the absence of follow-up action by the administration. 

  

As a result, the majority of houses in the rehabilitation colonies remained unoccupied and 

became hub of criminal activities. In Ramayapatana and Chandanbada villages, the diversion of 

the Bahuda river mouth is another reason for the entry of water apart from the advancing sea. 

Villagers of Surala and Patisunapur had also diverted the river mouth of around one km from 

its original location for fish farming. Now, the nullah of the Bahuda river remains around 50 

meters from the sea. 
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As per reports, the proposed 1,200-metre-long guard wall to prevent the entry of seawater into 

these villages is pending approval too even after a team from the World Bank had assessed the 

modalities in 2019. 

 Meanwhile, marine science experts claimed during the last decade, tidal waves have eroded 

around 200 metres of the beaches in Ganjam. The former head of the Department of Marine 

Science at Berhampur University Prof Ramchandra Panigrahy said erosion usually occurs 

between July and August on the Ganjam coast. Rampant deforestation in coastal areas has also 

resulted in erosion, he added." 

Odisha: Need policy to scale up aquaculture output 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jul/12/need-policyto-scale-up-

aquaculture-output-odisha-fisheries-ministerranendra-pratap-swain-2475597.html 

 "Minister for Fisheries and Animal Resources Development (FARD) Ranendra Pratap 

Swain underscored the need for policy changes and more funding towards research and 

development (R&D) to scale up aquaculture for the socio-economical development of fish 

farmers. Addressing a seminar on 'Diversified aquaculture with special focus to Genetically 

Improved Farmed Tilapia (GIFT)' here on Monday on the occasion of the golden jubilee 

celebration of Marine Product Export Development Authority (MPEDA) and silver jubilee of 

Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Aquaculture (RGCA) in association with FARD, the Minister said that 

the State which stood fourth in terms of aquaculture production in the country and the total 

production was 9.91 lakh tonnes during last financial year. 

  ""Seafood exports from Odisha touched record Rs 4,560 crore last year and all credit goes to 

the farmers, hatchery operators, feed manufacturers, exporters, researchers and workers who 

contributed for the fish production and exports,"" Swain said. He added that it is time to learn 

from diversified aquaculture from other countries such as Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Vietnam, 

China and even our neighbour Bangladesh where they grow more than 50 varieties of fish." 

Odisha: Blastfishing annihilates river ecosystem 

https://www.orissapost.com/blast-fishing-annihilates-river-ecosystem/ 

 "Rampant fishing through explosion in Jira River using dynamites and other explosives 

has become a cause of serious concern for the people here in Subarnapur district. This 

dangerous and illegal act of fishing poses a severe threat to the river ecosystem, reports said. 

Though an easy method to catch fishes from the river, blast fishing highly contributes to the 

destruction of aquatic animals and plants in the riverbed. Such methods of fishing destroy 

habitats of aquatic wildlife, killing animals indiscriminately. 

  

This apart, it has affected the livelihood of local fishermen who depend on the Jira and 
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Mahanadi river for livelihood as the fish catch has reduced. As per the allegations, some anti-

social elements are illegally using blasts as a method of fishing, despite protest by locals. They 

are exploding dynamites or other chemicals to catch fish from the river. ―The unbridled 

explosions are not only causing destruction to the aquatic ecosystem in the river but also 

polluting its water, leading to serious setbacks to the livelihood of thousands of fishermen 

community in the region,‖ a local fisherman alleged adding that it is also causing serious health 

hazards. 

Flowing through Sarangpalli and Hutuma under Bankighirdi gram panchayat of Binika block, 

Jira River falls in Mahanadi at Arigaon village. The river is home to a variety of fishes. In a bid 

to catch the fishes in huge quantities, the mafia gangs put explosives inside beer bottles and use 

it for the blasting. Locals have further alleged that despite sincere requests, officials are not 

bothered to curb the illegal act and take necessary action. ―Fishing is our lifeline but the illegal 

blasting has affected our livelihood so much that our children are forced to go out of state in 

search of income,‖ rued a local fisherman. 

  

When contacted, Binika tehsildar Mukteswar Panigrahi said, ―This illegal blasting in rivers to 

catch fish is a punishable offence. I have directed the local revenue inspector (RI) to conduct a 

probe and take stringent action in this connection.‖ On the other hand, the police have assured 

to take stringent action against those found guilty in the case. ―We haven‘t received any 

complaint about the illegal blasting. We will take steps to stop the illegal act,‖ Binika IIC 

Pabitra Sahu said." 

Odisha: Govt lifts ban on fishing after six and half months   

http://www.uniindia.com/govt-lifts-ban-on-fishing-after-six-and-half-

months/east/news/2758428.html 

 "Several fishing jetties in the district abuzz with activities after the government lifted the 

ban on fishing outside 20 KM of the Gahirmatha Marine sanctuary after a gap of six and half 

months on Wednesday. The state fishery (marine) department had imposed a ban on fishing 

from November 1, 2021, to May 31, 2022, to protect the endangered Olive Ridley Sea turtles at 

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. The ban was imposed as per the provisions of the Orissa Marine 

Fishing Regulation Act (OMFRA), 1982 and Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, the Orissa Marine 

Fishing Regulation Act, 1982 and Orissa Marine Fishing Rules, 1983. 

  

After the ban was lifted, the mechanized boat and trawler owners worshipped their boats and 

sea God, Baruna on the auspicious Raja Sankranti on Wednesday and later ventured into the 

sea for fishing said Tushar Sardar, the Secretary of Maa Ramchandi boat Owner‘s Association, 

Kharanashi. More than 25 to 30 fishing vessels ventured into the sea on the first day of lifting 

of the fishing ban. The fishermen community were asked to carry their registration certificate, 
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license of the mechanized boat or trawler and the marine fishery identity card(biometric 

identity card) while venturing into the sea for fishing. 

  

The authorities also asked the fishermen, who possessed Distress Alert Transmitters (DATs) to 

take it with them and to keep a close eye on suspicious vessels. They are asked to inform the 

authorities when they noticed any suspicious movement of ships." 

Odisha: Help restore the livelihoods of thousands of fishermen  

https://www.unicef.org/rosa/stories/youth-champions-help-reverse-climate-migration 

 "Fifty-five-year-old, Ashok Behera had one dream. A simple and satisfying dream of 

growing old with his children and grandchildren in Mangalajodi. Climate change had forced his 

children to leave Mangalajodi and earn their livelihood in different parts of India. Twenty-four-

year-old, Danie Behera, too, harboured a dream. To return to his picturesque Mangalajodi, so 

he and his children can swim in Chilika Lake and be surrounded by migratory birds all their 

lives. Behera and Danie's dreams have come true. Courtesy, fantastic work from Youth4Water 

Campaign, the Indian Grameen Services and support from UNICEF. 

Mangalajodi is a wetland connected to the Chilika lagoon in the Khordha district in the eastern 

Indian state of Odisha. A large population live around this wetland, spread across several 

villages and hamlets. More than 50 per cent of the people like Behera depend on fishing in the 

Chilika River for their livelihood. 

  

The shrinking of the Chilika lake due to climate change, heavy siltation, dumping of waste and 

overgrowth of bamboo grass had meant Ashok Behera and his children had to migrate and start 

their life afresh in far off places like Surat and Chennai as cotton mill workers. The local 

communities had also to contend with sudden-onset climate-related disasters such as floods and 

cyclones. 

  

""It wasn't like this when I was young. Climate change has wrecked everything. Our children 

were living in Surat and Chennai like refugees. All I wanted was to grow old with my children 

and their children at my native place,"" says Ashok Behera. 

  

In response to the problems faced by the climate migrants, the Indian Grameen Services (IGS), 

a not-for-profit organization, started initiatives involving the youth to provide economic 

incentives to people so they do not have to leave their homes in search of work. In 2010, IGS 

established the Mangalajodi Ecotourism, whose mission is to engage the youth in groundwater 

conservation and ecotourism services. Young people are trained to spread awareness about 

preserving the ecosystem for the community and the migratory birds at Chilika Lake. They also 

ensure that tourists do not pollute the environment and work as tourist guides which also helps 
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them earn a livelihood. 

  

In collaboration with UNICEF supported Youth4Water, these interventions focused on 

waterbody protection, rejuvenation, and livelihood generation. The Youth4Water Campaign in 

Odisha started in 2019 to reach out to and engage youths in WASH (Water, Sanitation and 

Hygiene) and climate actions. 

  

Behera was already involved in climate change education in his periphery. With support from 

Youth4Water, he mobilised villagers from a diversified community to build an institute for 

mitigating such crises. They all created an inclusive process for the protection of left-out 

wetlands. Combined efforts were initiated to protect the bird habitats around the wetland. 

Through their interactive WASH Guardian training modules, entrepreneurship support, 

innovation challenge, and youth-designed awareness drives, this innovative campaign makes 

every youth a WASH Change Maker. 

  

The Youth4Water campaign is a platform for youths and by the youths. One lakh youths are 

currently engaged with this platform, and it consists of 17 partners from Odisha. 

   

Climate migration has reduced a lot since the youth-led initiatives were started. As more local 

employment opportunities emerged, the climate refugees gradually returned home. Behera now 

lives with his family most of the year. Today, Mangalajodi has become an iconic water body 

supporting sustainable livelihoods, responsible fishing, ecotourism, and bamboo crafts. 

  

""Our wetland is our mother. Thanks to our youth, our beloved lake is now clean and safe. 

Now, you can hardly find any plastic or garbage on the shoreline or inside the wetland,"" says 

Satwika, a local woman leader from Mangalajodi. Nearly 70 youth have pitched into the 

footmark of their elders with their active participation and have been trained for water quality 

testing and groundwater mapping. They are actively involved in dredging activities with the 

local government to ensure healthy water flow in wetland channels. 

  

""When we moved to my village from Chennai, my father couldn't work there because he was 

too old. I was a little tense about our sustenance. However, the community-led initiative for 

protecting the waterbody could allow me to be a guide and boatman for tourists. Now, I live 

with my family and celebrate each moment of joy,"" says Danie Behera, 24 from Mangalajodi. 

Danei has only been to Mangalajodi once a year during his childhood and has never lived with 

his family in Mangalajodi for a more extended period. This beautiful water body has given his 

entire family a fantastic scope to live a life with dignity. . 

  

Sustainable Development Goal 3 seeks to ""ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all 

ages. The restoration of identity or belonging to a place has a crucial impact on one's well-
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being. These interventions are the best examples of the well-being of a community with water 

and sanitation. ""Well-being is defined as the state of being comfortable, healthy, and happy. 

And we are so happy to be living here,"" says Danie. 

   

The youth-led initiatives have increased awareness of the importance of preserving birds and 

generated local employment. The hunting of birds eventually stopped, and the region saw a 

steady increase in the influx of migratory birds. ""Whether we are formally educated or not, 

most of us know the names of each and every bird by heart and can easily guide the tourists,"" 

says 41-year-old Danie Behera. 

  

""We are not governed by any political leader. We have a 'Pakhi Sarkar' (Birds' government). 

Birds are everything to us – when they are here, it means the Chilika lake is in good health. We 

can all continue to live here,"" he says, reflecting the sentiments of people wetlands people who 

have deep bonds with the birds. ―Until a few years ago, the number of birds visiting the lake 

had reduced to a mere 5,000-6,000. Now with our efforts, we get over six lakh birds every 

year,‖ says Behera." 

Odisha: Signs MoU to promote Bhetki fish   

https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/odisha-signs-mou-to-promote-bhetki-

fish/cid/1868991  

The Odisha government has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Rajiv 

Gandhi Centre for Aquaculture, the research and development arm of the Marine Products 

Export Development Authority in the ministry of commerce and industry, to set up a hatchery 

for the mass production of Bhetki fish seeds. 

  

Bhetki is a much sought-after fish in the state after Hilsa and Rohu. While Hilsa is not 

affordable for the common man because of its high price, Rohu is cheaper. For Hilsa, Odisha 

still depends on the Bengal market. ―The fish is tasty. But its price per kg hovers around Rs 500 

to Rs 600. We need to produce more Bhetki fish by involving farmers. The seeds produced in 

the hatchery in Gopalpur in Ganjam district will later be given to farmers for mass production 

of Bhetki. The MoU was signed in presence of the chief minister on Tuesday,‖ said a senior 

official of the fishery and animal resources development. 

   

Under the MoU, the Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Aquaculture will transfer technical know-how, 

plans, designs and other information for the successful management of the hatchery. The centre 

will also scale up the technologies developed in the research institutes by joining hands with 

the Odisha government‘s scientists and disseminating the required knowledge for the 

production of the seeds. Later the seeds will be developed as fry and fingerlings. 
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―There is a demand for Bhetki in Odisha. The farmers will immensely benefit from the 

hatchery,‖ said chief minister Naveen Patnaik. Minister, fishery and animal resources 

development Ranedra Pratap Swain said: ―We are taking a number of steps like involving 

women self-help groups (SHGs) to promote pisciculture in the state.‖ 

  

Officials maintained that the state government spends around Rs 100 crore per annum towards 

subsidy for farmers to take up new fish tanks for expansion of intensive inland and brackish 

water aquaculture. 

  

―Through a liberal policy, the long-term lease of panchayat tanks are provided to women 

SHGs, and currently around 8,300 women SHGs are taking up inland aquaculture, under the 

flagship ‗Mission Shakthi‘ programme of the state government. The policy for leasing water 

area in reservoirs for undertaking Cage Culture fisheries has also been a tremendous success,‖ 

the officials said. 

The state also signed an MoU with the BAIF Development Research Foundation for the 

recruitment of 1,500 artificial insemination technicians. Odisha on Tuesday launched Fisheries 

and Animal Resource Mapping. Under this, all fishing and farming units in the state will be 

geotagged and mapped. 

Odisha: Erosion plays havoc along Ganjam coast 

https://www.orissapost.com/erosion-plays-havoc-along-ganjam-coast/ 

 "Fishermen in Podampeta village at Palibandha panchayat near Rushikulya mouth of 

Ganjam district have been living in the dread of losing their land and livelihood as high tidal 

waves are fast creeping in towards the village eating the coast away. Meanwhile, with the sea 

surface always remaining rough near the river mouth and high tidal waves constantly lashing 

the coast, six families of fishermen that still live in the village are counting their days in 

apprehension that they will be rendered homeless. The tidal waves are fast eroding the coastline 

and it is apprehended that it may soon gobble up the remaining six houses in the village. 

  

They fear that the tidal waves may wash away their houses and belongings anytime. Such has 

been the erosion that the houses are crumbling like a pack of cards while the distance between 

the sea and Podampeta village has reduced from two kilometres to just a few metres now. 

Reports said that the district administration rehabilitated around 99 per cent of the residents at 

safer places elsewhere after the village witnessed faster erosion due to ingress of the turbulent 

sea. 

  

However, six families of fishermen were left out of the housing scheme and still continue to 

live in the village. The roaring sound of the sea haunts them and deprives them of a peaceful 

https://www.orissapost.com/erosion-plays-havoc-along-ganjam-coast/


Odisha News Articles 

34 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

sleep at night. ―We are living in the village in an atmosphere of trepidation and nightmare 

resigned to our fate,‖ said family members of fishermen J Sukanti, L Bhimadara, L Ashis, CH 

Trinath, L Sriram and B Babaji. 

  

They claimed to have seen houses crumbling one after another on full moon days and new 

moon nights and this fear continues to haunt them. They alleged that recent cyclonic storm 

Asani destroyed several pucca houses and mangrove forest and resulted in a change of the 

landscape. Sources said that the district administration initially rehabilitated around 102 

families at Siddharth Nagar on the foothills of Dumunagiri 2013. Later, it rehabilitated 370 

families at ODRP Colony. Demands are being made in various quarters to relocate the 

remaining six families at safer locations by providing them a house either under Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana or Biju Pucca Ghar Yojana." 

Odisha:  Illegal blast fishing destroying Mahanadi ecosystem in Sonepur 

https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/watch-illegal-blast-fishing-destroying-mahanadi-

ecosystem-in-sonepur-177341 

 "The dangerous and illegal act of fishing by means of causing explosion in water bodies 

has become a cause of serious concern for people in Sonepur. 

  

As per the allegations, the local mafia in Binika area of the district has been using blast fishing 

to catch fish in a rampant manner in Mahanadi river. 

  

The unbridled explosions are not only causing destruction to the aquatic ecosystem in the river 

but also polluting its water and leading to serious setbacks to the livelihood of thousands of 

fishermen community in the region, said locals. 

  

According to sources, miscreants are exploding dynamite or other types of chemical explosives 

to catch fish from the river and it is suspected to be causing serious health hazards. 

  

Environmentalists have also expressed concerns that such methods of fishing destroy habitats 

of aquatic wildlife, killing animals indiscriminately and reducing fishing catches. 

  

What‘s more shocking is that it not only kills fish but also destroys other species of water 

animals. 

  

Locals have further alleged that despite sincere requests to the administration to curb the cases 

of blast fishing, no one is bothered to listen to their pleas. 

  

""Fishing is our lifeline but people of all ages are involved in blast fishing in the river, so much 

https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/watch-illegal-blast-fishing-destroying-mahanadi-ecosystem-in-sonepur-177341
https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/watch-illegal-blast-fishing-destroying-mahanadi-ecosystem-in-sonepur-177341
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so that after failing to earn a good livelihood, our children are forced to go out of state in search 

of income,"" rued a local fisherman Ram Jhankar. 

  

Rabindra Badhei, president of Fishermen Association Binika said they are ready to launch a 

massive protest in the coming days if their issues are not resolved at the earliest. 

  

On the other hand, the police have assured to take stringent action against those found guilty in 

the case." 

Odisha: Government to boost inland freshwater fish production 

https://theprint.in/india/odisha-to-boost-inland-freshwater-fish-production-

official/968310/ 

 "The Odisha government decided to augment inland freshwater fish production in the 

state, with the cage fish culture in Hirakud Reservoir emerging as a model, Odisha Chief 

Secretary SC Mohapatra has said. 

  

Mohapatra said this after assessing a recent spot visit to the cage culture site in the Hirakud 

reservoir. He interacted with the fishermen, fish entrepreneurs, and field-level officials of the 

Department of Fishery and Animal Resources Development on Sunday. 

  

While appreciating the progress made in fish breeding activities so far, Mohapatra directed the 

department to operationalise the common facility centre and testing laboratory before mass 

harvesting. 

  

The department was also asked to expedite the fixing of the fish landing floating jetty. Deputy 

Director Fisheries, Biraja Prakash Dwibedi, said so far 32 cage aquaculture zones 

encompassing 625 sub-zones were identified within the limits of national guidelines. 

  

Out of this, 101 subzones were allotted to the local entrepreneurs through an invitation of the 

expression of interest. So far, 71 entrepreneurs started their field operations after signing MoU 

with the department. Cage installation was complete in 30 sub-zones." 

Odisha: Risking life in croc-infested rivers to eke out a living 

https://www.orissapost.com/risking-life-in-croc-infested-rivers-to-eke-out-a-living/ 

 "Hunger pangs can drive people to take life risks and a case in point is fishing by Bengali 

community women in crocodile-infested Mahanadi and Gobari rivers here. According to 

sources, many women of this community in Jambu, Kanshphal, Ramnagar, Petchhela, 

Badadandua, Bagagahan, Pankapal, Badapal, Kandra Patia, Kharinasi, Batighara, Tantiapal and 

https://theprint.in/india/odisha-to-boost-inland-freshwater-fish-production-official/968310/
https://theprint.in/india/odisha-to-boost-inland-freshwater-fish-production-official/968310/
https://www.orissapost.com/risking-life-in-croc-infested-rivers-to-eke-out-a-living/
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Sasan areas under this block in Kendrapara district are prime examples of taking such risks to 

catch prawn spawns of Bagda variety to earn a living. 

  

They catch the spawns which are of the size of a pin and sell them to traders at a throwaway 

price of `200 per 1,000 spawns. These traders then transport the product to the fish hatcheries in 

West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh for a premium. The women enter rivers and water bodies 

when tides begin to ebb and catch the spawns with the help of a thin fishing net known as 

‗Ganja net‘. 

  

Their dare devilry in crocodile-infested river helps them earn around `500 each. 

  

These water bodies which flow to the brim are home to ferocious crocodiles but they brave the 

odds to feed their families. ―Lack of proper employment opportunities, poor earning by male 

members and lack of awareness force us to adopt such risky means,‖ said Lata Mandal, 

Mamata Sardar, Radharani Mandal, Sarojini Mandal and Rama Gayan of the area." 

Odisha: An eye on achieving SDGs  

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/an-eye-on-achieving-sdgs/article65419675.ece 

 "Odisha has made good strides in implementing the ‗climate action‘ and ‗life below 

water‘ sustainable developments goals. NITI Aayog‘s 2020-21 Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) India Index detailed the implementation of the United Nations‘ SDGs in the country, 

States and Union Territories (UTs). It gave marks, between 0 and 100 points, to each region. In 

a significant marker of improvement, no State fared in the ‗Aspirant‘ category, the lowest in the 

index. All the States managed to score above 50 points in SDG implementation, with 13 States 

featuring in the ‗Performer‘ category and 15 in the ‗Front Runner‘ category (the second-highest 

position). There was improvement in the overall performance of the country towards SDG 

implementation. India stepped into the ‗Front Runner‘ category with a score of 66 points, 

though it dropped two ranks in the ordinal scale. However, our neighbouring countries 

performed better than us. India did well in implementing SDGs 6,7, 11 and 12, which are ‗clean 

water and sanitation‘, ‗affordable and clean energy‘, ‗sustainable cities and communities‘, and 

‗sustainable consumption and production‘, respectively, but did not do well in many others. 

  

 Odisha‘s good show 

  

While the national ranking dropped, Odisha saw a three-point improvement in its overall score 

and settled at 61 points. It topped in the implementation of two SDGs — 13 and 14, which are 

‗climate action‘ and ‗life below water‘, respectively. In the ‗climate action‘ SDG, which aims 

to integrate climate change and disaster risk measures with sustainable natural resource 

management into national development strategies, the State scored 70 points. Its disaster 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/an-eye-on-achieving-sdgs/article65419675.ece
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preparedness programme has been recognised multiple times by different UN agencies. Odisha 

managed to save 120.07 tonnes of CO 2 per 1,000 population, by using LED bulbs, against 

India‘s 28.04 tonnes. In the ‗life below‘ water SDG, which aims to conserve oceans, seas and 

marine resources by preventing marine pollution and illegal fishing practices, Odisha scored 

82. The State showed improved shore water quality and saw a 3.19% increase in the area under 

mangroves. Odisha‘s rankings in these two goals come across as a highlight because, as per the 

Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2021, the Asia-Pacific region showed a 

decline/regression in its commitment to goals 13 and 14 of the SDGs. Odisha‘s improvement in 

these two goals and in the overall score can be attributed to several factors. 

  

One of the most important is that is has prioritised budgetary allocation towards these sectors. 

In the FY2021 Budget, the State introduced a Climate Budget, a first-ever feature. While 

highlighting the impact of climate change on various departments, including forests, fisheries, 

disaster management and agriculture, the Budget presented a way of tracking public 

expenditure for a clean climate. Odisha has been working in the area of climate change since 

2010, when it put in place the State Action Plan on Climate Change. This was revised for the 

period of 2018-23 and is under implementation. In FY2022, the Odisha government submitted 

a separate SDG Budget, once again a first in India, indicating a significant development in its 

commitment towards implementing the SDGs. The SDG Budget provides cross-department 

linkages and shows the State‘s commitment towards implementing SDG 4 (quality education), 

SDG 10 (reduced inequalities), and SDG 2 (zero hunger). These goals will be provided 16.8%, 

15.4%, and 10.2% of the SDG Budget, respectively. 

  

Odisha also scored 83 points on SDG 15, ‗life on land‘ (protecting, restoring and promoting the 

sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems). The increased budgetary allocation towards flood 

management and irrigation has also led to robust disaster prevention. 

  

Hard work ahead 

  

The NITI Aayog report presents myriad concerns to policymakers. Even with a significant 

improvement in many goals, India continues to be in the ‗Aspirant‘ category for the 

implementation of ‗gender equality‘ and ‗zero hunger‘. Many others, such as ‗no poverty‘, 

‗quality education‘, ‗decent work and economic growth‘, ‗industry, innovation and 

infrastructure‘, and ‗climate action‘, need a lot more work so that the country can be pulled up 

to the ‗Front Runner‘ category from the ‗Performer‘ category. Partnership is the key to achieve 

this. The current level of collaboration with States, UTs, civil society organisations and 

businesses should be further enhanced by overlooking any differences in political ideologies. 

There is a need to aggressively implement SDG localisation efforts at the district, panchayat 

and village levels so that implementation feedback from the field is available, besides enabling 



Odisha News Articles 

38 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

true internalisation of the SDGs by the community. Only work at the community level can 

make SDGs truly achievable and deliverable." 

 

 Odisha and West Bengal : Asani intensifies into severe cyclonic storm 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cyclone-asani-live-odisha-bay-of-bengal-weather-

rainfall-7906130/ 

 "Cyclone Asani, formed over the southeast Bay of Bengal, further intensified into a 

severe cyclonic storm on Sunday evening as it moved northwestwards in the direction of north 

Andhra Pradesh-Odisha coasts, the Met department said. The severe cyclone, on reaching 

westcentral and adjoining northwest Bay of Bengal off north Andhra Pradesh-Odisha coasts on 

Tuesday, is very likely to recurve north-northeast wards and move towards northwest Bay of 

Bengal off Odisha coast, it said. 

   

Earlier, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) on Sunday issued warning for fishermen 

venturing into the Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea. The met department in its warning said, 

―Fishermen are advised not to venture into East-central and South-east Bay of Bengal and 

adjoining Andaman Sea on May 8. Meanwhile, fishermen were also advised not to venture into 

central parts of Bay of Bengal on May 9 and 10 and over Northwest Bay of Bengal from May 

10-12. 

   

Cyclone Asani, formed over the southeast Bay of Bengal, further intensified into a severe 

cyclonic storm on Sunday evening as it moved northwestwards in the direction of north Andhra 

Pradesh-Odisha coasts, the Met department said. The severe cyclone, on reaching westcentral 

and adjoining northwest Bay of Bengal off north Andhra Pradesh-Odisha coasts on Tuesday, is 

very likely to recurve north-northeast wards and move towards northwest Bay of Bengal off 

Odisha coast, it said. 

  

 The severe cyclonic storm is very likely to lose some steam thereafter and turn into a cyclonic 

storm on Wednesday and further into a deep depression on Thursday, the Met department said 

in its forecast of Asani's track and intensity. Stating that the system will not make landfall 

either in Odisha or Andhra Pradesh, India Meteorological Department (IMD) Director-General 

Mrutunjay Mohaptra said the cyclone will move parallel to the east coast and cause rainfall 

from Tuesday evening. Odisha's Special Relief Commissioner (SRC) PK Jena said the state 

government has made adequate arrangement for rescue operations. 

 

Odisha: Govt. to release Rs 804 crore in bank accounts of 40 lakh farmers 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cyclone-asani-live-odisha-bay-of-bengal-weather-rainfall-7906130/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cyclone-asani-live-odisha-bay-of-bengal-weather-rainfall-7906130/
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https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/odisha-govt-to-release-rs-804-

crore-in-bank-accounts-of-40-lakh-farmers-122050300343_1.html 

 "Under the Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and Income Augmentation (KALIA) 

scheme, the Odisha government is all set to release Rs 804 crore on the occasion of Akshaya 

Tritiya on Tuesday, benefitting 40 lakh farmers of Odisha. 

  

Odisha Agriculture Minister Dr Arun Kumar Sahoo put up an advertisement in the newspaper 

on Tuesday morning stating, ""the Odisha government will be releasing Rs 804 crores in the 

bank accounts of 40 lakh farmers in the state. According to Sahoo, Odisha is now a state who is 

topping in paddy procurement and fisheries, in comparison to other states. 

  

The Agriculture Minister showed up as the Chief Guest during Bhumi Pujan and initiated the 

Akhi Muthi Anukula. He also inaugurated an exhibition stall at the State Level Farm 

Machinery Testing and Training Centre in Bhubaneswar's Baramunda and ploughed the field 

with a farmer. Akshaya Tritiya is an Agrarian festival that marks the commencement of 

agricultural activities in the state and is celebrated by performing 'Akhi Muthi Anukula'. 

  

Akhi Muthi Anukula is the ceremonial act of sowing seeds in paddy fields after the ploughing. 

According to the rituals, the farmers wear new clothes and carry a decorated basket of seeds to 

their fields. These seeds are then offered to Goddess Lakshmi, while also praying for a rich 

harvest season. 

  

Meanwhile, the Agriculture and Farmers Empowerment Department also celebrated the State 

Level Krushi Divas in Bhubaneswar. 

  

The word Akshaya means refers to the one who never diminishes positivity. According to 

several Hindu beliefs, Akshaya Tritiya is believed to bring good luck and success. Most people 

purchase Gold on this day as it is believed that buying Gold on Akshaya Tritiya brings 

prosperity and more wealth in the coming future. 

  

Akshaya Tritiya is considered a highly auspicious and holy day for Hindu communities. In 

most parts of the country, Parshuram Jayanti is also celebrated as Akshaya Tritiya which marks 

the day of the birth of Lord Parshuram. The sixth incarnation of Lord Vishnu, Lord Parshuram 

(literal meaning, Rama with an axe) descended on earth to save it from the barbarity of the 

Kshatriyas. 

  

As per the Hindu calendar, they (Parashurama Jayanti and Akshaya Tritiya) falls on the Tritiya 

(third day) of 'Shukla paksha' in Vaisakh. According to the Gregorian calendar, the day occurs 

in April or May." 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/odisha-govt-to-release-rs-804-crore-in-bank-accounts-of-40-lakh-farmers-122050300343_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/odisha-govt-to-release-rs-804-crore-in-bank-accounts-of-40-lakh-farmers-122050300343_1.html
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Odisha: Tons of fish found dead in Paradip  

https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/tons-of-fish-found-dead-in-paradip--176013 

 "Hundreds of dead fish were found floating in Balijhara creek in Paradip of Jagatsinghpur 

district for last two days, triggering concern among the local residents. 

  

The villagers on Monday as well woke up to the same surprising scene of different species of 

fishes floating in the water. While the villagers have raised concern over the turn of event, 

some of them took the easy catch to their home. 

  

―We catch fish in this creek on a regular basis. While we had been noticing fish floating in 

water for last two days, on Monday we found hundreds of them floating dead. The species 

include Catla (Bhakura) and Rohu (Rohi). We suspect water pollution may be a cause. The 

angle of someone adding poison to water to catch fish can‘t be ruled out,‖ said Prasanna 

Behera, a local resident. At a time when the cause of such a huge number of fish dying is yet to 

be ascertained, the regional officer of Odisha State Pollution Control Board (OSPCB) said a 

test would reveal the actual cause of the mass death." 

Odisha: Action on prawn gherries falls flat  

https://www.orissapost.com/action-on-prawn-gherries-falls-flat/ 

 "Armed with a High Court order, the administration has been sporadically removing 

illegal prawn gherries along the coast in Kendrapara district. However, questions are now being 

raised on the efficacy of such demolition drives as new gherries are coming up in a few days of 

the action, a report said. Prawn gherries have mushroomed along the coast from Dhamra to 

Paradip. On an average, at What is most worrying is that toxic and chemical water used in 

prawn gherries continue to contaminate the sea water, endangering marine flora and fauna of 

the areas of the national park. 

  

Local environmentalists and conscious citizens stated that growing contamination of marine 

water due to mushrooming prawn gherries along the coast has become a cause of concern while 

the High Court order in this regard has been thrown to the winds. Environmentalists like 

Hemanta Kumar Rout, Dolagobinda Jena, Pratap Kumar Padhi, Sunil Gantayat and Pratap 

Tripathy observed that the state government has emphasised on fish farming in saline water 

which has indirectly helped the prawn mafia grab government land and carry on fish farming. 

As a result, mushrooming prawn gherries have taken a heavy toll on biodiversity of 

Bhitarkanika. Some parts of mangrove areas have been occupied by the mafia. 

  

Every day, parts of mangrove forests are cleared and 10 to 20 prawn gherries are coming up 

there, it was alleged. The deafening sound created by the aerators and water pumps used in 

https://odishatv.in/news/miscellaneous/tons-of-fish-found-dead-in-paradip--176013
https://www.orissapost.com/action-on-prawn-gherries-falls-flat/
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prawn farming has been affecting wildlife and marine creatures, said the environmentalists. 

Fish farmers are using 14 banned medicines for growth of prawns. The toxic water discharged 

from enclosures find their way into canals and finally reach the sea, it was alleged. Moreover, 

dolphins will face disastrous consequences, if such activities are allowed for longer 

 period, they pointed out. 

  

Besides, prawn farming has also affected paddy cultivation in the area. 

The High Court has time and again directed the administration to continue the demolition drive 

against the prawn gharries. The administration carried it for some time but later halted it. When 

contacted, sub-collector Niranjan Behera said, ―Some farmers have been allowed for fish 

farming in saline water. However, the gherries of farmers, who have not taken permission, are 

being razed.‖" 

Odisha: Price of seafood spikes in coastal due to annual two-month fishing ban 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/price-of-seafood-spikes-in-coastal-odisha-due-

to-annual-two-month-fishing-ban-82485 

 "Seafood prices in in the coastal districts of Odisha have risen in the past week as an 

annual two-month fishing ban started April 15, 2022. The ban on trawling and mechanised 

fishing has led to a reduction in fishing activity and decline in supply, leading to the price rise. 

The monsoon trawling ban was introduced in 1998 to help unhindered breeding of fish during 

the rainy season in the sea, Basant Das, the deputy director of fisheries (marine) department, 

told this reporter. 

  

This year, it will last till June 14. The aim of the ban is to let sea fish and other marine life 

spawn without being hunted so that stocks can be sustained over the year. Fishermen are 

instructed not to venture out to sea during the fishing ban period under Section 4 of the Odisha 

Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1982. 

  

―There are 21,832 fishing vessels including 1,741 trawlers registered by the state fisheries 

department. All mechanised fishing vessels of the state including 630 trawlers of Paradip 

fishing harbour, which sweep fish eggs and juvenile fish off the sea floor, are not allowed to 

venture out to sea,‖ Das said. 

  

The small, mechanised and non-mechanised boats, less than 8.5 metres long, which use nets 

with big gaps, are exempted from the ban. The ban extends to 12 nautical miles off the 

territorial waters of the Odisha coast. 

Fishing harbours at Paradip, Kharinashi, Jamboo, Tantiapal, Talachua, Puri, Gopalpur, 

Chandrabhaga, Chandabali, Balaramgadi and other centres bore a deserted look, with no 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/price-of-seafood-spikes-in-coastal-odisha-due-to-annual-two-month-fishing-ban-82485
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/price-of-seafood-spikes-in-coastal-odisha-due-to-annual-two-month-fishing-ban-82485
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buyers. 

  

―The seafood price rise was expected at this time of the year because of fewer fishing activities 

due to the two-month-long fishing ban. The increase ranges between 30 and 50 per cent. The 

steep increase in the prices of various types of fish has left a bitter taste among seafood lovers,‖ 

Narayan Behera (55), a fish vendor at the fishing market in Kendrapada, said. 

  

 ―During this period, we will not have enough supply of fish. We will only get freshwater fish 

and many varieties of seafood are unavailable. The demand is high, so we will sell at a higher 

price,‖ Ranjan Mandal, a fish seller in Paradip, said. 

  

The prices of popular sea fish  like Kani, Pomfret,  Khanga, Khuranda, Vekti, Khasuli, eel, 

sting ray, as well as prawns has gone up. ―Pomfret, which normally sells for Rs 300 a kilogram, 

now fetches Rs 450 a kilogram. Kani is being sold at Rs 200 per kilogram, whereas it was 

being sold at Rs 150 earlier. Prawns have now turned into a luxury item, beyond the reach of 

common people,‖ Narendra Mandal, a fish seller from Paradip, said. 

  

―We are now banking on the supply of freshwater fish from the neighbouring state of Andhra 

Pradesh during the 60-day-long fishing ban period,‖ Kalia Behera, a fish seller of Kendrapada, 

said." 

Odisha: Fishers seek higher compensation for 2-month ban 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/odisha-fishers-seek-higher-

compensation-for-2-month-ban-82437 

 "The fishing community in Odisha demanded an increase in livelihood support from the 

Centre during the annual 61-day fishing ban across the East Coast that commenced April 15, 

2022, according to an official of the state fisheries department. 

  

The ban was imposed to facilitate fish breeding in the sea and prohibits fishing through 

mechanised boats, big vessels and trawlers. Each family gets a compensation of Rs 4,500 under 

the central government‘s saving-cum-relief scheme during the period to make up for their 

losses. They want this amount to be increased to Rs 15,000. 

  

Around 150,000 traditional fisherfolk in Odisha dependent will be affected by the restriction, 

said a member of the Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union (OTFWU). Around 22,000 

fishing vessels operate in the region, they added. 

  

Fishing is banned in Odisha for around seven months in a year in two rounds, and this has 

affected the local fishing community badly, said K Alleya, general secretary, OTFWU. The 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/odisha-fishers-seek-higher-compensation-for-2-month-ban-82437
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other ban is imposed from November 1 to May 31 in four coastal districts Ganjam, Puri, 

Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur to protect the Olive Ridley turtles who come ashore to nest. 

  

Each beneficiary has to pay an annual sum of Rs 1,500 to be a part of the compensation scheme 

for the monsoon ban, while the rest of Rs 3,000 is equally shared between the state and central 

governments, said deputy director of fisheries (marine). 

  

The Odisha government also provides Rs 7,500 to all affected families as a one-time assistance 

for the ban to protect Olive Ridley turtles. The affected families get 25 kilograms of rice from 

the government every month as a livelihood support, he added 

  

‗The central and state aid are both very meagre in comparison to the present market price,‖ said 

Alleya. ‗We urged the government to increase the amount from Rs 4,500 to Rs 15,000 and to 

exempt the share of the beneficiaries,‖ he added. Other governments like Andhra Pradesh have 

increased the state compensation to Rs 10,000 per affected family for the monsoon ban, he said. 

  

Most of the active fishermen in Odisha did not get the benefits under the scheme in the 

previous years because they were unable to pay the marching share, Alleya alleged.  The ban 

extends to the Indian Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) beyond territorial waters on the East 

Coast (including Andaman & Nicobar Islands) and the West Coast (including Lakshadweep 

Islands). It will come into effect in the West Coast from June 1, 2022, said the department 

official. 

  

During the ban period, all kinds of trawlers and mechanised boats longer than 8.5 metres are 

prohibited from entering the sea for fishing activities, said Basant Kumar Das, deputy director 

of fisheries (marine), Odisha government. The traditional non-motorised fishing boats, less than 

8.5m in length, however, will be exempted from this uniform ban imposed in the Indian EEZ 

beyond territorial waters, he said 

  

The union also urged the government to include women under the scheme, as several of them 

are involved in different fishing activities like transporting and selling. Their earnings have also 

taken a hit because of the ban, added Alleya." 

Odisha: Bans deep sea fishing for two months 

https://sambadenglish.com/odisha-bans-deep-sea-fishing-for-two-months/ 

 "Odisha Government has imposed restriction on deep sea fishing for a period of two 

months to facilitate fish breeding. As the breeding season of marine fish begins from April 15 

to June 15 every year, the authorities banned fishing in the sea during the period to protect fish 

wealth. 

https://sambadenglish.com/odisha-bans-deep-sea-fishing-for-two-months/
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Accordingly, the mechanised boats and traditional boats have been stationed safely on the 

shores and boatmen have been given holiday for two months preventing fishing activities . The 

fishermen have been advised not to venture into the sea during the ban period. The boat owners 

will face action for violation of the order. 

  

Notably, marine fisheries are allowed only for 135 days a year for which fishermen dependent 

on sea face hardship in coastal districts of Odisha. Fishing activities also come to halt during 

November 15 to June 15 every year due to breeding season of sea turtles on the surface." 

Odisha: Fish farming turns money spinner for SHGs in Sambalpur district  

https://www.orissapost.com/fish-farming-turns-money-spinner-for-shgs-in-sambalpur-

district/ 

 "Fishery business is flourishing in Padiabahal locality and its peripheral areas in 

Sambalpur district. This is due to the efforts of women members of self-help groups (SHGs) 

who are taking up pisciculture and earning handsomely. SHGs of Pudapada village under 

Baham gram panchayat of Jujumra block are have also been lauded for the way they have 

popularised fishery prompting many to take it up as a good source of earning. Sources informed 

that many women were sitting idle at home due to the Covid-induced lockdowns. 

  

So, they looked for an alternative source of earning. With encouragement from family 

members, the women took interest in fish farming to become self-reliant. They first mortgaged 

a small pond for Rs 30,000 at Baham gram panchayat. They spent around Rs 20,000 and 

cultured different varieties of fish in the pond. 

  

Now, they have become successful and are earning in lakhs every month. Looking at them, a 

number of other SHGs have also emulated the model and made it a profitable business. 

―Earlier, I was just a homemaker. Now, I earn enough to feed my family. Fishing has created 

scope of direct and indirect earning for many people. Within three months, fish can be grown 

and is ready for sale,‖ said a woman of the SHGs. 

  

―Fish farming is making women self-sufficient. The Odisha government is encouraging women 

to adopt fishery with low investment and high gains,‖ said another women. It may be noted 

here that the government has been encouraging fishery by providing Rs 1.5 lakh as financial 

assistance for pond and other instruments, and for purchase of fingerlings. 

  

The government is contributing 60 per cent of subsidy to SHGs (women, SC and ST category) 

and 40 pc subsidy for male farmers. The Odisha government has been promoting intensive 

aquaculture in fisheries so as to provide employment to people during the pandemic and period. 

https://www.orissapost.com/fish-farming-turns-money-spinner-for-shgs-in-sambalpur-district/
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A scheme to this effect provides livelihood support to entrepreneurs, unemployed youth and 

interested progressive fish farmers to increase fish production in each block of the state. The 

scheme is most suitable for youths who face unemployment during the pandemic." 

Odisha: Govt directed to take policy decision on non-fishermen in Chilika lake 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/apr/07/odisha-govt-directed-to-

take-policy-decision-onnon-fishermen-in-chilika-2439010.html 

 "The Orissa High Court has directed the Chilika Development Authority (CDA) to 

examine the issue of fishing activities by traditional non-fishermen on leasehold basis in the 

lake. The court expected CDA to submit recommendations to the State government within three 

months to enable the latter resolve whether there was need for a fresh policy decision. 

  

The division bench of Chief Justice S Muralidhar and Justice RK Pattanaik issued the direction 

on Monday while disposing of the petition filed by Maa Mangala Primary Fishermen 

Cooperative Society Ltd seeking direction to the Puri administration not to evict them from the 

‗Chilika Sairat‘. 

  

Earlier, the Orissa High Court had issued a status quo order on December 22, 2021. Grievance 

was made on behalf of the society that earlier in 1994 pursuant to the judgment passed by the 

court, the plight of the petitioner society was recognised and a policy formulated by the 

government protecting the livelihoods of the traditional non-fishermen. 

  

Later, the emphasis has been entirely on removal of illegal prawn gheries and culture farms 

with no attention being paid to protection of the livelihood of non-fishermen communities. The 

court was urged to issue directions to the government to formulate a fresh policy. Grievance 

was also made that there is no demarcation of the areas in Chilika lake where the society may 

be permitted to carry on the capture fishing practices. 

  

The Collector of Puri, on the other hand, clarified before the court that the State Revenue and 

Excise department had on June 18, 1999 taken a policy decision that no lease shall be granted 

or renewed within the lake area for fishing activity for the time being either in favour of any 

primary fishermen cooperative society (PFCS) or in favour of group societies of non-

fishermen. In other words, there is no valid Chilika Sairat which has been recognised by the 

competent authority, the Collector Puri said. 

  

Taking note of it, the bench observed: ―It appears that although the applicant society is a 

registered society, it has no formal permission from the competent authority to carry on any 

fishing activities. After June 18, 1999 no such permission has been granted to any PFCS 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/apr/07/odisha-govt-directed-to-take-policy-decision-onnon-fishermen-in-chilika-2439010.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/apr/07/odisha-govt-directed-to-take-policy-decision-onnon-fishermen-in-chilika-2439010.html
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including the applicants. Consequently, the question of permitting the applicants to continue 

with its fishing activities does not arise‖." 

Odisha: Illegal prawn gheries in Chilika: Orissa HC sets April 7 date for demolition 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/apr/05/illegal-prawn-gheries-in-

chilika-orissa-hc-sets-april-7-date-for-demolition-2438162.html 

 "The reemergence of illegal prawn gheries in the Chilika lake dominated the Orissa High 

Court proceedings hearing a PIL on Monday.A video clip was shown to the court by advocate 

Sukant Dalai representing All-Odisha Fishermen‘s Federation at the start of post-lunch session. 

The footage showed illegal prawn gheries have resurfaced over an area of more than 2,000 

acres in Siandi under Krushna Prasad Tahasil in Puri district. 

  

While presenting the video clip, Dalai alleged there is constant reemergence of illegal prawn 

gheries in the Chilika area despite demolition. The authorities were failing to track the 

reappearance of such unauthorised operations. No action was taken on complaints, Dalai also 

alleged. Puri Collector Samarth Verma who was present virtually assured demolition of the 

illegal prawn gheries within 24 hours. 

   

Taking note of the video clip and the Puri Collector‘s assurance the division bench of Chief 

Justice S Muralidhar and Justice RK Pattanaik gave the Collector time till Thursday (April 7) to 

ensure demolition of all the illegal prawn gheries shown in the video. 

  

The court was taking stock of the progress of demolition of illegal prawn gheries as part of 

adjudication of a suo motu PIL registered by it for the protection of the ecology of two 

wetlands - Chilika lake and Bhitarkanika. 

  

It had issued an order earlier directing advocate Sukant Dalai to contact at least five of the 

villagers and send photographs or videos if any of illegal prawn gheries operating in Chilika 

area to the Collector and the SP. 

  

 

Odisha: Rs 99.75 cr for Paradip fishing jetty facelift 

https://www.orissapost.com/rs-99-75cr-for-paradip-fishing-jetty-facelift/  

"The Union government has sanctioned Rs 99.75 crore for the development of the fishing jetty 

in this port town, a report said. 

  

The amount will be spent on the construction of a second auction hall, a cold storage and 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/apr/05/illegal-prawn-gheries-in-chilika-orissa-hc-sets-april-7-date-for-demolition-2438162.html
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mechanisation of the fishing jetty among others, port sources said. Construction of the riverine 

port is underway at about two km from the Mahanadi river mouth. The Paradip Fishery 

Harbour is located on the right bank of Mahanadi, about 2 km off stream of the river mouth. 

The fishing harbour spreads over an area of 39 acres, of which the basin area spreads over 21 

acres. 

  

Currently, the harbour is being used by more than 740 fishing vessels. The existing facilities 

are not upto international standards in terms of washing, sorting, packing and loading fish to 

trucks and maintaining cleanliness at the harbour. In order to meet the international standards 

and thereby increase the export volume, the Union government has approved the upgradation 

and modernisation of the fishery harbour at Paradip at an estimated cost of Rs 99.75 crore with 

100 per cent Central financial assistance under the Central Sector Scheme Component of 

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana. 

  

The matter came to fore after Paradip Port Trust Chairman PL Haranadh and Indian Port Rail 

and Ropeway Corporation Ltd (IPRCL) Managing Director Anil Gupta signed a memorandum 

of understanding (MoU) in the presence of Sarbananda Sonowal, Union Minister of Ports, 

Shipping and Waterways, Friday. The MoU was signed at Mumbai on the occasion of the 

seventh anniversary of the Centre‘s ambitious Sagarmala Project. Other ministers and senior 

officials were present during the signing of the MoU." 

Odisha: NABARD to assist develop fisheries sector 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/mar/12/nabard-to-assist-odisha-

develop-fisheries-sector-2429216.html 

 "The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has come 

forward to assist Odisha government in fisheries sector for the first time. The bank, which has 

been assisting the State in agriculture and rural infrastructure development, has agreed to 

extend initial loan assistance of Rs 119.8 crore for development of six fishing harbour and fish 

landing centres. 

  

The loan assistance will be made under the dedicated Fisheries and Aquaculture Infrastructure 

Development Fund (FIDF). The Centre has constituted FIDF and Animal Husbandry 

Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) with a corpus of Rs 10,000 crore. 

  

In a bid to help the State create fisheries infrastructure facilities both in marine and inland 

sectors and augment fish production, NABARD has inked a pact with the State government. 

Principal Secretary of Finance department Vishal Kumar Dev and CGM (Odisha region) C 

Udayabhaskar signed the MoU on Friday. 

  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/mar/12/nabard-to-assist-odisha-develop-fisheries-sector-2429216.html
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The FIDF envisages creation of fisheries infrastructure to achieve the target of 20 million tonne 

fish production by 2022-23 under the Blue Revolution. It also aims to achieve a sustainable 

growth of eight to nine per cent. Under the scheme, all scheduled banks are treated as nodal 

loaning entities (NLEs) for providing term loan assistance to private entrepreneurs/cooperatives 

respectively. 

  

The projects under the FIDF will be eligible for loan up to 80 pc of the estimated/actual project 

cost. Beneficiaries will have to contribute at least 20 pc of the project cost as margin money. 

Entities will get an interest subvention up to three pc per annum for development of identified 

fisheries based infrastructure facilities. 

  

Initially, it has been decided to develop Bahabalpur fishing harbour in Balasore district at a cost 

of Rs 47.66 crore, Chudamani fishing harbour in Bhadrak at Rs 42.18 crore, fish landing centre 

at Sorana and Kalupadaghat in Khurda at Rs 7.84 crore and Rs 6.42 crore respectively, fish 

landing centre at Kasia in Bhadrak at Rs 5.74 crore and a common fish pre-processing centre at 

Balaramgadi in Balasore at Rs 9.96 crore. 

  

Odisha: The Orissa High Court restricts motor boats in Chilika’s Mangalajodi 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/mar/11/orissa-hc-restricts-motor-

boats-in-chilikas-mangalajodi-2428738.html 

 "The Orissa High Court on Monday directed the authorities concerned to restrict use of 

motorised boats in the main channel and prohibit their movement in the sub-channels of 

Mangalajodi in Chilika lake, till further orders. The court issued the direction while hearing the 

PIL that had sought declaration of Mangalajodi as a ‗silent zone‘ and imposing restriction on 

movement of motor boats in that part of the lake which attracts lakhs of migratory birds round 

the year. 

  

Debakar Behera, a resident of the area filed the petition seeking intervention against the 

unchecked movement of motorised fishing boats in Mangalajodi. Lawyer Ashis Kumar Mishra 

appeared on behalf of Behera. The court was handed over the copy of the minutes of a meeting 

on March 6 which was convened between Director of Bombay Natural History Society 

(BNHS) and Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife) & Chief Wildlife Warden, Chief 

Executive of Chilika Development Authority, Director of Fisheries, DFO (Chilika-Wildlife) 

and district fisheries officer. 

  

The court perused the copy and also heard Director BNHS Bivash Pandav who was present in 

virtual mode. It was assured on behalf of the State government that it will come up with 

concrete proposals in this regard by next week. Taking note of it, the division bench of Chief 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/mar/11/orissa-hc-restricts-motor-boats-in-chilikas-mangalajodi-2428738.html
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Justice S Muralidhar and Justice RK Pattanaik said the court directs that the agreed decisions as 

expressed in the minutes of the meeting on March 6 will be strictly implemented till further 

orders. 

  

Fisheries officials pointed out that the Odisha Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1981 can be 

strengthened to formalise arrangements like restricting motorised boats under the statute itself. 

Imposition of any restriction in Important Bird Areas like Mangalajodi has no statutory 

backing. 

Odisha: India’s investments in early warning systems have unintended benefits for 

women 

https://fullerproject.org/story/india-early-weather-warning-system-economic-benefits-

women/ 

 "At 19, Preethi Tandel was a new bride in Honnavar, a picturesque port town along 

India‘s western coastline. When her husband, a fisherman, went out on the sea, she stayed 

home and worried if he would return safely. Now, 15 years later, advance weather warnings 

have made his fishing trips far less risky, she said, speaking in Kannada by phone from her 

home. 

  

India first set up its National Monsoon Mission to improve weather forecasts for farmers in 

2012. Since then the country has invested in high-performance computing, allowing it to 

develop a state-of-the-art early warning system that is now considered among the best in the 

world. The system has helped significantly reduce the death toll during extreme weather events 

like cyclones, at a time when climate change is making those events more dangerous than ever. 

  

A cyclone now can go from Category One with a capacity to cause ―minimal‖ damage to a 

Category Four that is considered ―extreme‖ in less than 24 hours instead of days, according to 

Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate scientist at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology. This can 

make the waters very rough, very quickly. 

  

In the past decade alone, investments in early warning systems have helped evacuate 

millions to safety in time ahead of cyclones. Last September, when Cyclone Gulab made 

landfall in southern Odisha, a state in eastern India along the Bay of Bengal, the number of 

deaths was in the single digits. This is in sharp contrast to the death toll of thousands that the 

state witnessed in 1999 during Cyclone Paradip. 

  

The system also benefits women like Preethi Tandel. While some women working in the 

fishing community might use the warning system to understand their own risks from high tides, 

or to better plan the sale of a catch, a 2020 report commissioned by the country‘s Ministry of 

https://fullerproject.org/story/india-early-weather-warning-system-economic-benefits-women/
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Earth Sciences (MoES) found that many women also often use these systems to track the safety 

of men at sea. 

  

All together, the report pegged the economic benefits accrued by women in the agriculture, 

livestock and fishing sectors at about $1.8 billion since 2012, which is 26.6% of the total 

economic benefit. It‘s a significant impact that experts say point to the need to better 

understand the ways in which climate policies affect women, and to include their voices early 

on in the policymaking process. 

  

In fishing communities across India‘s nearly 7,500 kilometers of coastline, women are key 

partners to the person out in the sea, usually the men. They sell the catch, keep track of prices, 

nets and other fishing assets. With around 5,700 kilometers of this coastline vulnerable to 

tropical cyclones, information on extreme weather events is key to the safety of the men and by 

extension the economic stability of the family. That‘s why many women call INCOIS, an 

information system that provides the ocean weather forecast, daily to find out about conditions. 

  

―The early warning system is the top of the iceberg, but it isn‘t the whole iceberg,‖ according 

to Vasudha Chhotray of the University of East Anglia, who studies the politics of development 

in the Indian state. That women do not face the same risks from extreme weather events as the 

men out in the waters is a common misunderstanding, Chhotray said, adding that policymakers 

need to pay attention to the gendered impacts their solutions to climate change and extreme 

weather might have. 

  

 She points out that families in the coastal areas often live on islands interspersed by waterways 

where there is a risk of rising tides. ―By the fact that they [women] are actually left behind in 

those homes exposed to rising waters, they may actually face a bigger risk,‖ she pointed out. 

  

―Women‘s invisibility continues even in the climate conversation. ‖ -- Joyshree Roy, Asian 

Institute of Technology. 

  

Dakshin Foundation, a Bengaluru-based nonprofit that works closely with marine communities, 

found that women worried about the safety of their children left behind at home when they had 

to go away for three to four days to sell dried fish. 

  

In the coastal areas of Odisha, the government has promoted aquaculture as a viable alternative 

to traditional paddy cultivation, Chhotray said. With rising sea levels, salt water enters the 

fields, making them unfit for cultivation. Women who were heavily involved in paddy 

cultivation now find themselves pushed out of this new climate adaptation strategy that needs 

fewer people, is often far from the villages, and is considered too dangerous for women 

wearing sarees, as the long fabric could get sucked into the machines used to aerate the 
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aquaculture tanks. 

  

―So, there is long-term livelihood change, which I argue is highly precarious,‖ Chhotray added. 

―And women are being left out of the conversation.‖  This also draws attention to the need for 

climate policies to include women‘s voices at the planning stage, experts say, so as to not 

exacerbate their existing vulnerabilities or create newer ones. 

  

While looking at the policy‘s economic benefits for women is a good start and reflects their 

productivity, it does not capture the social dynamics, according to Joyshree Roy, an energy and 

climate scientist at the Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand who trained as an 

environmental economist. ―We need more indicators to track sustainable progress and social 

impacts [that] are happening,‖ she said. ―How are they participating in decision-making with 

new knowledge imparted to them? Is the asset ownership changing? I am looking for those 

things.‖ Indeed, women‘s vulnerability to climate fluctuations is an under-researched area. 

Extreme weather events that have become more frequent due to climate change have 

been documented to push up rates of gender-based violence, disrupt supply of reproductive 

services and contraceptives, lead to poor menstrual hygiene, and even lead to increased rates 

of child marriages in some regions." 

Odisha: India’s investments in early warning systems have unintended benefits for 

women  

https://science.thewire.in/environment/india-investment-national-monsoon-mission-early-

warning-systems-benefits-women 

 "At 19, Preethi Tandel was a new bride in Honnavar, a picturesque port town along 

India‘s western coastline. When her husband, a fisherman, went out on the sea, she stayed 

home and worried if he would return safely. Now, 15 years later, advance weather warnings 

have made his fishing trips far less risky, she said, speaking in Kannada by phone from her 

home. 

India‘s investment in early warning systems for extreme weather events is benefitting women 

in agriculture, livestock and fishing sectors.  India began investing in early warning systems in 

2012 under its ‗National Monsoon Mission‘ and over the years has expanded its capacity 

Experts say including women‘s voices as climate policies are framed will help maximise 

benefits and mitigate negative outcomes  India first set up its National Monsoon Mission to 

improve weather forecasts for farmers in 2012. Since then the country has invested in high-

performance computing, allowing it to develop a state-of-the-art early warning system that is 

now considered among the best in the world. The system has helped significantly reduce the 

death toll during extreme weather events like cyclones, at a time when climate change is 

making those events more dangerous than ever. 

  

https://science.thewire.in/environment/india-investment-national-monsoon-mission-early-warning-systems-benefits-women
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A cyclone now can go from Category One with a capacity to cause ―minimal‖ damage to a 

Category Four that is considered ―extreme‖ in less than 24 hours instead of days, according to 

Roxy Mathew Koll, a climate scientist at the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology. This can 

make the waters very rough, very quickly. 

  

In the past decade alone, investments in early warning systems have helped evacuate 

millions to safety in time ahead of cyclones. Last September, when Cyclone Gulab made 

landfall in southern Odisha, a state in eastern India along the Bay of Bengal, the number of 

deaths was in the single digits. This is in sharp contrast to the death toll of thousands that the 

state witnessed in 1999 during Cyclone Paradip. 

  

The system also benefits women like Preethi Tandel. While some women working in the 

fishing community might use the warning system to understand their own risks from high tides, 

or to better plan the sale of a catch, a 2020 report commissioned by the country‘s Ministry of 

Earth Sciences (MoES) found that many women also often use these systems to track the safety 

of men at sea. All together, the report pegged the economic benefits accrued by women in the 

agriculture, livestock and fishing sectors at about Rs 13,400 crore since 2012, which is 26.6% 

of the total economic benefit. It‘s a significant impact that experts say point to the need to 

better understand the ways in which climate policies affect women, and to include their voices 

early on in the policymaking process. 

  

In fishing communities across India‘s nearly 7,500 km of coastline, women are key partners to 

the person out in the sea, usually the men. They sell the catch and keep track of prices, nets and 

other fishing assets. With around 5,700 km of this coastline vulnerable to tropical cyclones, 

information on extreme weather events is key to the safety of the men and by extension the 

economic stability of the family. That‘s why many women call INCOIS, an information system 

that provides the ocean weather forecast, daily to find out about conditions. 

  

―The early warning system is the top of the iceberg, but it isn‘t the whole iceberg,‖ according 

to Vasudha Chhotray of the University of East Anglia, who studies the politics of development 

in Odisha. That women do not face the same risks from extreme weather events as the men out 

in the waters is a common misunderstanding, Chhotray said, adding that policymakers need to 

pay attention to the gendered impacts their solutions to climate change and extreme weather 

might have. 

  

She points out that families in the coastal areas often live on islands interspersed by waterways 

where there is a risk of rising tides. ―By the fact that they [women] are actually left behind in 

those homes exposed to rising waters, they may actually face a bigger risk,‖ she said. 

  

Dakshin Foundation, a Bengaluru-based nonprofit that works closely with marine communities, 
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found that women worried about the safety of their children left behind at home when they had 

to go away for three to four days to sell dried fish. 

  

In the coastal areas of Odisha, the government has promoted aquaculture as a viable alternative 

to traditional paddy cultivation, Chhotray said. 

With rising sea levels, salt water enters the fields, making them unfit for cultivation. Women 

who were heavily involved in paddy cultivation now find themselves pushed out of this new 

climate adaptation strategy that needs fewer people, is often far from the villages, and is 

considered too dangerous for women wearing sarees, as the long fabric could get sucked into 

the machines used to aerate the aquaculture tanks.  

This also draws attention to the need for climate policies to include women‘s voices at the 

planning stage, experts say, so as to not exacerbate their existing vulnerabilities or create newer 

ones. 

  

 While looking at the policy‘s economic benefits for women is a good start and reflects their 

productivity, it does not capture the social dynamics, according to Joyshree Roy, an energy and 

climate scientist at the Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand who trained as an 

environmental economist. ―We need more indicators to track sustainable progress and social 

impacts [that] are happening,‖ she said. ―How are they participating in decision-making with 

new knowledge imparted to them? Is the asset ownership changing? I am looking for those 

things.‖ 

  

Indeed, women‘s vulnerability to climate fluctuations is an under-researched area. Extreme 

weather events that have become more frequent due to climate change have 

been documented to push up rates of gender-based violence, disrupt supply of reproductive 

services and contraceptives, lead to poor menstrual hygiene, and even lead to increased rates 

of child marriages in some regions. 

  

For now, India provides its cyclone early-warning system to over 20 other countries in the 

Indian ocean rim, potentially extending the benefits for women far beyond its borders. 

  

Srinivas Kumar Tummala, director of INCOIS, estimates that women make up at least 80% of 

participants in weather update training workshops the organisation arranges for community 

members. ―They‘re more interested, they‘re accessible,‖ Srinivas said. 

  

It is important to include women in the dissemination chain of information, he said, and to 

know how the information is being used by the community. 
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Tandel said she relies on her husband and a local network of friends and relatives to glean 

weather updates, as she is not yet trained to decipher them. ―He doesn‘t tell me too much as he 

doesn‘t want me to worry,‖ she said, ―but I also get to know through others in the community 

as news travels fast.‖ 

A homemaker with two young children, she said she would benefit from training not just in 

reading the weather updates, but also in helping to market the catch her fisher husband brings 

in and set up a business. 

―Women‘s invisibility continues even in the climate conversation,‖ Roy said. ―And when fast 

transformation is going to happen, because they‘re invisible they will just be forgotten in the 

whole process unless we account for women‘s productive role in the society.‖ 

  

Odisha: Children in Ganjam district learn to survive amid inequalities caused by extreme 

climate events 

https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/children-climate-events-ganjam-district-34049 

 "In the last 130 years, more than 96 tropical cyclones have hit the state of Odisha. With a 

population of over 4.6 crore, Odisha is often the landfall destination of many tropical cyclones. 

With climate change and rising temperatures, the intensity of these cyclones will increase and 

likely to cause more damage. Of the vulnerable districts in Odisha, Ganjam has been the site of 

landfall for 13 cyclones between 1891 and 2021.  Garampeta is one of the coastal villages in 

Ganjam district, which boasts of idyllic and pristine beaches and swathes of greenery. It is also 

home to a fishing community where people speak a dialect that's a blend of Telugu and Odia. 

Garampeta is also one of the areas where Save the Children, India works on the ground.  J 

Patayu has a family of four - a daughter and a son and his wife. Garampeta has been their home 

for the past 30 years and his main source of livelihood is fishing. His boat has to compete with 

the commercial fishing trawlers to get their share of fish. ""Fishermen like me hardly get any 

fish,"" shares J Patayu. This becomes even more difficult when the village is hit by a cyclone or 

receives heavy rainfall every year.  

""We can't go out in the sea for almost 15-20 days. It becomes difficult to meet our daily needs. 

Our village gets flooded, water enters our home and we lose food grains and other essential 

items. Unfortunately, government compensation goes only to the registered fishermen, not to 

people like me,"" he says. Their losses during a cyclone, which includes damage to the boat and 

fishing net, sometimes amount to over Rs 1 lakh.  With extreme climate events wreaking havoc 

in their lives every year, children in Garampeta pay a heavy price for it. ""Every year, our 

village gets affected because of the cyclonic storms and torrential rain. During this period, 

people can't come out of their houses for 10-15 days, which affects their daily income. Students 

are not able to reach their schools and parents can't go to work. We even have trouble accessing 

medical help and support. We have to suffer from hunger and critical health issues,"" says 

https://thelogicalindian.com/environment/children-climate-events-ganjam-district-34049
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Kameshwari, a Class 10 student.  The village has only one school with classes till 8, and the 

dropout rate is almost 60%.   

""To attend Classes 9 and 10, we cycle to the high school, which goes via a jungle road. During 

the pandemic, we had no access to our classes since most of us do not have smartphones at 

home,"" says Puja, a Class 10 student.  While Puja's parents agreed to send her to high school, 

Sangeetha, who's in Class 8, says her parents are not too keen to support her education. She 

might drop-out after Class 8. What's the future that awaits her? Either an early marriage or she 

might have to do labour work to support her family. Her elder brother had started helping out 

his father in fishing after Class 5 and as a result had to drop out early from school.  ""Most girls 

drop out after primary education because to attend high school they have to travel 4-5km. Many 

parents don't want to send their children to high school because of the distance and the jungle 

road. Also, it's not very safe for adolescent girls. We have sent an application for a high school 

and will be meeting the District Education Officer and the District Collector of Ganjam. 

Hopefully, by next year, the school will be upgraded to high school,"" says the headmaster of 

the only school in Garampeta.  Climate change is one of the greatest challenges faced by the 

world today. Vulnerable populations, especially children, are at greater risk of bearing the brunt 

of the climate crisis. Villages like Garampeta face dual, connected threats of exacerbating 

inequalities caused by pandemic and impact of climate change. Children must be provided with 

opportunities to access and exercise their right to share and contribute, mobilize, campaign, 

advocate, demand, and participate fully in discussion related to climate change issues. 

Odisha: How Mission Shakti is empowering fisher women 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india-today-insight/story/how-odisha-is-empowering-its-

women-1909972-2022-02-07 

 "Abanti Tarai and Shantilal Tarai of Jagatsinghpur Ma Taara Tarini SHG group are 

happy. Every morning after packing off their kids to school, they get to their business of raising 

fish in the panchayat tanks, leased out to them for five years. The earning from this business is 

a profitable one—Rs 15,000 for each woman for a fish season of three months. But more than 

that, it is helping them earn a living to support themselves and their children‘s higher studies 

without having to depend on their husbands. Abanti‘s kids now go to a tutor and Shantilal has 

diversified the extra bucks she earned from fishing into an eatery-cum-canteen to supply food 

in the locality.  With technical support and subsidies, fishing, under the Mission Shakti women 

empowerment programme in Odisha, is streaming in incredible dividends. As against a 

government subsidy of Rs 70,000, the women with their hard toil and business acumen have 

earned Rs 2, 25,000 a year and the windfall in profit has made these women adventurous.  

Many are in the dried fish business, whereas some have ventured out to opening a tailoring 

shop or a canteen.  Such stories of sunshine keep popping up in the agricultural field where 

women of economically weaker sections are encouraged to take up remunerative vegetable and 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india-today-insight/story/how-odisha-is-empowering-its-women-1909972-2022-02-07
https://www.indiatoday.in/india-today-insight/story/how-odisha-is-empowering-its-women-1909972-2022-02-07
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cash crop cultivation. Cultivation of lemongrass, vegetables and millets is being encouraged. 

And things have come to such a pass that men have chosen to work as farm labourers in their 

wives‘ fields.  The plan for empowering women under Mission Shakti was chief minister 

Naveen Patnaik‘s. But giving it a new leap, the government has started creating employment 

opportunities exclusively for women in various government departments. Over the past two 

years, close to 9.8 lakh women have found income opportunities in as many as 13 government 

departments of Odisha. Though administration is not ready to acknowledge them as any other 

recruitment in government service for fear of stirring a gender war, but senior officials maintain 

that such opportunities are as good as government jobs in terms of security and monetary 

benefits.  

Moreover, going by the version of Mission Shakt, principal secretary cum commissioner Sujata 

R. Karthikeyan, the ambit of opportunities is likely to extend to seven more departments and 

the number of women covered will double as many new departments are planning to enter into 

agreement with the SHGs for hiring their members against a monthly remuneration.  The 

decision to make room for women in various departments began after Patnaik at a cabinet 

meeting in May 2019, immediately after coming to power for the fourth time, fixed the role of 

the government as the potential employer for women. It was decided that the government 

would procure goods and services worth Rs 5,000 crore from the Mission Shakti Self Help 

Groups. While this would guarantee a steady infusion of funds in the SHGs and cash in the 

hands of women, it would at the same time take care of the scale of unemployment among 49 

per cent of the state‘s population—of the state‘s 4.6 crore population, women comprise around 

2 crore, as per 2020 records.  Mission Shakti, launched in 2001 had already been empowering 

70 lakh women under its fold. But 2019 onwards, it has gone beyond that, both in terms of 

constituency and capacity to amplify the benefits beyond the target audience. It aims to bring 

over one crore women under its wings with a steady livelihood and a regular monthly income 

assurance but, most importantly, it is committed to develop and upgrade the skills of women.  

The idea is not only to make them economically independent—a livelihood and a monthly 

remuneration to keep them gainfully engaged and a job to support them and their family—but 

to give them an identity beyond being someone‘s daughter, wife, woman or mother.  

Explaining the model, principal secretary of SC/ ST, Ranjana Chopra said that while it was 

important to scout for jobs and an environment which would be suitable as well as familiar to 

the women of economically weaker sections, it was equally important to create new avenues, 

which would be commercially remunerative. Besides the conventional occupation of farming, 

animal husbandry, mid-day meal preparation, women were thought of for taking up jobs as 

bank agents, solid waste management. ―Farming is a seasonal phenomenon. We have 

diversified into remunerative cash crops, vegetables, lemongrass, millets to ensure a round-the-

year agricultural occupation besides a quantifiable outcome in terms of profit in hand. Giving 

assets to one beneficiary can‘t be remunerative, so we are going by clusters or groups of 
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beneficiaries to give volume to the business. The average income of a tribal family in the 

vegetable season has gone up by Rs 20,000-30,000,‖ says Chopra.   

Areas, unsuitable for cultivation are being opened up for pisciculture. Government tanks under 

gram panchayats are being leased out to women for five years with Directorate of Fisheries as a 

convergence channel providing technical support and subsidy component to help a bumper 

harvest. Odisha government is also creating employable opportunities in sectors like power for 

reading of electricity meters, finance and banking, public distribution system dealership and 

procurement of paddy, which were hitherto male-oriented. Again, the finance department has 

hired a sizeable section of women to work as banking agents and correspondences for all the 

unbanked GPs. To begin with, women are operating in around 1,500 locations where banks are 

yet to come up. There are plans of recruiting agents for 4,000 out of 6,000 unbanked GPs.  The 

government‘s empowerment policy is not just about economic empowerment. ―It is an identity 

and recognition for the women in the family and society. When chief minister in a Mission 

Shakti programme asked the women in the audience if they were getting paid regularly, a 50 

plus woman came forward and with folded hands told him that Mission Shakti has given them 

an identity (Amo-parichaye). So, I keep saying that Mission Shakti is the story of new Odisha 

which is aspirational, inclusive and modern,‖ says commissioner cum secretary of Mission 

Shakti, Sujata Karthikeyan. 

Odisha: Traditional fishermen in Kendrapara on brink of losing livelihood 

https://odishatv.in/news/offbeat/traditional-fishermen-in-odisha-s-kendrapara-on-brink-

of-losing-livelihood-168299 

 "Hundreds of traditional fishermen from Aul block of Kendrapara district who depend on 

the income derived from catching, processing and selling fish from Kharasrota and Brahmani 

rivers, are on the verge of losing their livelihood.   The fishermen alleged that due to rampant 

illegal fishing activities by the mafia, who use mechanised trawlers and even mix poison in the 

water to kill and catch fish, the rivers are becoming gradually polluted. Moreover, there has 

been a decrease in the variety and quantity of fish in the two rivers. The fishermen community 

further alleged that despite repeated complaints to the concerned district administration, no 

tangible steps have been taken till date to check the mafia menace.  The fishermen claimed with 

incomes falling and no alternative source of earning available, many indigenous fishermen 

have migrated or given up fishing altogether. A fisherman from Aul, Madhabananda Mahalik, 

alleged, ―Some people mix poison in the water to kill fishes and use trawlers entire night to 

catch fish due to which the catch of fishermen like use who use country boats and small fishing 

nets have decreased.‖   

―The trawlers venture into the deep waters and catch a huge amount of fish. We approached the 

district administration earlier in this regard and requested them to conduct patrolling. But our 

appeals have remained unheard,‖ said another fisherman, Sitaram Sahoo. The locals also 

https://odishatv.in/news/offbeat/traditional-fishermen-in-odisha-s-kendrapara-on-brink-of-losing-livelihood-168299
https://odishatv.in/news/offbeat/traditional-fishermen-in-odisha-s-kendrapara-on-brink-of-losing-livelihood-168299
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alleged that due to the consumption of the polluted water from the Kharasrota and Brahmani 

rivers, people have also started developing a host of skin and kidney ailments. Besides, the use 

of poison and trawlers has also posed a threat to crocodiles and other aquatic species.  More 

than 2,000 fishermen of Aul Block in the district depend on Kharasrota and Brahmani rivers, 

considered the lifelines of the district, for sustenance. Meanwhile, the Tehsildar at Aul,  Tapan 

Kumar Senapati, said action will be taken against the people indulged in illegal fishing in the 

rivers. ―They (mafia) are carrying out fishing activities during night time. I have spoken to the 

IIC of the local police station and concerned officials from the fishery department over the 

plight of the fishermen. Concrete steps will be taken in this regard soon,‖ claimed Senapati. 

Odisha: NABARD estimates credit potential of Odisha at Rs 1,34,665 Cr for 2022-23 

https://pragativadi.com/nabard-estimates-credit-potential-of-odisha-at-rs-134665-cr-for-

2022-23/  

"NABARD conducted the State Credit Seminar for 2022-23 on 11 January 2022, in which the 

State Focus Paper for Odisha was released, projecting an overall credit potential under Priority 

Sector at Rs.1, 34,665crore for the year 2022-23. The seminar was inaugurated by Odisha 

Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari, and attended by Development Commissioner-cum-

Additional Chief Secretary PK Jena, Agriculture Production Commissioner Sanjeev Chopra, 

IAS Vishal Kumar Dev, Principal Secretary, Finance, R Raghu Prasad IFS, Secretary Animal 

Husbandry and Fisheries, HN Panda, Regional Director, RBI; Arupananda Jena Convenor, 

SLBC; controlling Heads of Banks other dignitaries from banking and State Govt. depts.   

Further, all the District Collectors, Lead District Managers and NABARD District 

Development Managers were connected virtually in the seminar.  

Welcoming the dignitaries NABARD CGM C Udayabhaskar said that concerted efforts need to 

be made for achieving the set targets for the current year and increasing the credit flow to the 

priority sector. He said that NABARD has been increasing their support for infrastructure 

development, tribal development, watershed development and micro-entrepreneur development 

among SHG women and will increase the developmental activities in the state.  Inaugurating 

the seminar, Odisha Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari and the Chief Guest on this occasion, 

congratulated NABARD for completing the Credit planning exercise and emphasized the need 

for increasing the Bank credit for the Priority sector in Odisha as Govt has been pushing a lot of 

support through various schemes like Balaram, Kalia, Samrudhi, Millet Mission, FPos etc and 

its time for Banks to increase the credit flow for private capital formation substantially. 

Activities such as Animal Husbandry, Poultry, Fisheries etc., leading to asset formation and 

diversification of the income basket of farmers need to be credit linked.  

Govt has been untiringly developing the enabling infrastructure in the state for effective growth 

in the agriculture sector and Banks have to push the credit for the economic benefits to 

percolate to the farmers. Earlier in the meeting Arupananda Jena Convenor, SLBC indicated 

https://pragativadi.com/nabard-estimates-credit-potential-of-odisha-at-rs-134665-cr-for-2022-23/
https://pragativadi.com/nabard-estimates-credit-potential-of-odisha-at-rs-134665-cr-for-2022-23/
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that by the end of the current financial year Banks have to achieve the set target of Rs.1.10 lakh 

crore and the current performance as of the end of Sep 2021 is not very encouraging.  Regional 

Director RBI Panda spoke about the historical reasons for the low bank credit in Odisha and 

asked Banks to be aspirational as Odisha is a growing and aspirational state and should be 

having the highest CD ratio in the eastern region of the country. He said Banks may support the 

IT sector to boost the credit flow and suggested that the CD ratio need to be at least 75% for all 

districts. Secretary AH & Fisheries expressed happiness that Banks have been very positive in 

providing credit to the allied sectors such as dairy, goatery, fisheries etc and said that there is 

tremendous potential for inland fisheries in the state and Banks have to aggressively push the 

credit flow to the allied sectors. He also suggested that for the year 2022-23 the outlay for the 

Allied sector has been much more than the projection. Further, he suggested that specific 

training in allied activities financing is essential for the young bank officers.  Vishal Kumar 

Dev IAS Principal Secretary Finance said that the credit flow from Banks to the priority sector 

in Odisha needs a lot of urgent improvement and attention.  

He said that the state economy could withstand the negative impact of covid and proved its 

resilience. He indicated that a five-year long term planning exercise has been commenced for 

the structured development of the state. He called for the removal of rural and urban disparity 

among the districts in terms of extending financial services and paving way for sustained 

development. He asked all Banks to achieve the set targets and increase the bar.  Sanjeev 

Chopra APC asked the Bankers and line departments to introspect, revisit the strategies 

required for upscaling the credit flow and for removing the operational impediments in the 

growth of credit to the priority sector. BALARAM needs total relook and positive support from 

Banks. Development Commissioner cum ACS said that Odisha has been growing faster and 

better and Banks have to improve the quality of lending. He advised all District collectors who 

are Heads of DCC that all efforts have to be put to achieve the current year targets. He said 

demand needs to be created at the grassroots level and KCC need to be broad-based to support 

allied activities. He also said that start-ups also need credit and Banks have to come forward. 

FPO Abhiyan for strengthening the FPOs, Sanitation Campaign Phase II for spreading the 

usage of toilets, building new toilets etc were launched apart from Digital Media tools on 

Financial Inclusion developed by NABARD. 

Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal and Odisha: IMD predicts heavy rainfall from today 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/imd-predicts-heavy-rainfall-for-bihar-

jharkhand-west-bengal-and-odisha-from-today-details/848208 

 "The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted rainfall and thunderstorms 

across large swathes of east and central India over the next few days. The weather forecasting 

agency also predicted that cold wave conditions would prevail in parts of north-western India 

from today.  As per the bulletin released by the IMD on Monday night, dense or very dense fog 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/imd-predicts-heavy-rainfall-for-bihar-jharkhand-west-bengal-and-odisha-from-today-details/848208
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/imd-predicts-heavy-rainfall-for-bihar-jharkhand-west-bengal-and-odisha-from-today-details/848208
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is likely to be observed in isolated pockets of Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and north 

Rajasthan over the next few days. ""Cold wave conditions in isolated pockets very likely over 

Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh during 12th-15th and over north Rajasthan during 11th-13th 

January 2022,"" the IMD forecast.   According to the weather forecast, isolated heavy rainfall is 

very likely over Odisha on January 11 and January 13. Scattered to fairly widespread light or 

moderate rainfall is very likely over Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal 

and Sikkim and Odisha during 10th to 14th January. Isolated to scattered rainfall is very likely 

to continue over Uttar Pradesh and East Madhya Pradesh during the next two days and decrease 

thereafter.   

Isolated thunderstorms with lightning or hail are very likely over Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, 

Marathawada, Jharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal, Sikkim, Telangana and Odisha this week. 

Scattered rainfall or snowfall is also likely to occur in the northeastern part of India over the 

next three days - over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram 

and Tripura.  ""Under the influence of cyclonic circulation over Southwest Bay of Bengal and 

neighbourhood at lower and mid-tropospheric levels, isolated light rainfall or thundershower 

over Tamilnadu, Puducherry and Karaikal and Kerala and Mahe during next 4-5 days,"" the 

IMD added. With squally weather (wind speed reaching 40-50 kmph gusting to 60 kmph) being 

expected over central parts of south Bay of Bengal and adjoining Southwest Bay of Bengal, the 

IMD has advised that fishermen should not venture into this area. 

Odisha: Protest against greenfield pellet plant in Paradip gains momentum 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jan/06/protest-against-greenfield-

pellet-plant-in-odishas-paradip-gains-momentum-2403700.html 

 "Discontentment is brewing among a large section of the people in the district against the 

decision of the government for establishment of the proposed 2×7 MTPA Greenfield Iron Ore 

Pellet Plant at Paradip. At a public hearing held on Wednesday to garner public support for the 

plant, fishermen community besides NGOs, environmentalists and farmers strongly protested 

the move raising various concerns. The meeting was organised by the district administration 

along with the Odisha State Pollution Control Board (OSPCB) to obtain support and 

environmental clearance for the plant to be set up by Essar Minmet Ltd at an estimated cost of 

Rs 3,583 crore on 40.49 hectare of land. It was attended by ADM, Paradip Kanhu Charan Dhir 

and regional officer of OSPCB Dillip Kumar Dash. Earlier, protesting the move, agitators had 

stopped the erection of pillars on around 300 acre of Kaudia river near Sandhakuda, Udyabat 

and Mushadiha at Atharbanki for construction of the second exit road-cum-flyover for 

additional road connectivity to the national highway.   

They alleged that this would result in increase of water level causing submergence of areas in 

Kujang, Paradip and Erasama and adversely affect the livelihood of fishermen. ―As their 

livelihood is at stake, the fishermen community had submitted their demands to the 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jan/06/protest-against-greenfield-pellet-plant-in-odishas-paradip-gains-momentum-2403700.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2022/jan/06/protest-against-greenfield-pellet-plant-in-odishas-paradip-gains-momentum-2403700.html
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administration which have been ignored,‖ said Harekrushna Majhi, convenor of Saharadiha 

Pentha Maschyadiha Surakhya Samiti and members of other similar bodies. Alongside, paddy 

crops, the locals fear, would also face the brunt due to water logging besides giving rise to air 

and water pollution. ―Besides no move to fulfil promises of providing employment to the 

youths of the area has also irked locals. The administration has ignored the plight of people in 

Kujang and conducted the meeting in Paradip. As a result many affected people from Kujang 

were not able to attend the meeting,‖ said Pitamber Tarai, convenor of Adivasi Samajika 

Anusthan. 

Odisha: How a farmer from the state pioneered a viable and self-sustaining model of 

aquaculture 

https://scroll.in/article/1013604/how-a-farmer-from-odisha-pioneered-a-viable-and-self-

sustaining-model-of-aquaculture 

 "As winter was about to set in the coastal state of Odisha, Batakrushna Sahoo, 71, was 

preparing to travel to New Delhi for an event he had never earlier imagined attending. He 

compared the journey to this event, with going to heaven. He ironed out his blue vest-coat and 

a white shirt neatly, took a small bag and a select few members of the family to the national 

capital. He was headed to take part in an event at the Rashtrapati Bhavan to meet President 

Ram Nath Kovind and receive the fourth highest civilian award – the Padma Shri. The 

programme was to be attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit 

Shah and other top echelons of the Indian state besides several other outstanding inspiring 

personalities. After receiving the award last month, Sahoo spoke to Mongabay-India with 

excitement, about his ―dream come true‖ moment that brought his small village – Sarkana in 

Odisha, to the national limelight.   

Journey to fame  Sahoo entered the trade of fish farming long back in 1986. He previously 

practised paddy cultivation but did not find it very profitable. In the 15 acres of land he had, he 

used to sow paddy and other crops. He was able to generate income of around Rs 10,000 per 

year, from farming. From his lived experience, he found that agriculture was not profitable. 

This persuaded Sahoo to undertake training from the Bhubaneswar-based Central Institute of 

Freshwater Aquaculture and Krishi Vigyan Kendra, located about 10 km away from his village. 

Sahoo acquired a panchayat pond near his village on lease and started fish culture. ―I applied 

and I got the lease for three years at Rs 12,300. I visited the Central Institute of Freshwater 

Aquaculture and Krishi Vigyan Kendra, interacted with the scientists there and learned how to 

make fish farming profitable. The scientists explained to me that I would be able to recover all 

the money I invested if I listen to their suggestions,‖ he told Mongabay-India. Sahoo, within the 

next year, earned around Rs 24,000 from the pisciculture work which compensated the initial 

lease amount and overhead expenses.  

https://scroll.in/article/1013604/how-a-farmer-from-odisha-pioneered-a-viable-and-self-sustaining-model-of-aquaculture
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He meticulously followed the instructions and suggestions of the scientists regarding the 

quality food provided for the fish, weeding out predatory fish from the pond, and securing the 

pond to avoid stealth.  The septuagenarian, however, was rearing fish at a time when advanced 

transport systems and other complementary support systems were not available. ―Those days, 

we used to carry fish to the market in aluminium vessels due to which, a lot of fish used to die,‖ 

he narrated ―There were bad roads, no provision of oxygen cylinders or better preservation 

models which could have reduced our losses. So, under these circumstances, I jumped onto the 

bandwagon of growing spawns myself, instead of depending on the market.‖ ―Scientists from 

Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture and Krishi Vigyan Kendra introduced me to spawn 

production with hapa technology (use of fixed nets in ponds) in which, with the help of growth 

stimulators, we can produce egg seeds early and make this a more profitable business than 

pisciculture in the ponds,‖ Sahoo said. The fish farmer experimented with this in the late 1980s 

and released four lakh spawns into the pond from the fish eggs and within two months he 

generated an income of Rs 7,000 which intrigued him to experiment more.   

Transforming barren lands In the late 1980s, Sahoo started pisciculture in five ponds with loans 

from the Odisha state government. ―Later on, I exchanged my irrigated land with barren lands 

from some local community members by paying the same price to ensure that I can use such 

lands for creating ponds and for spawn production,‖ Sahoo said. ―With this, I was able to create 

around four acres of land which was used for spawn production. In 1994, I got four more acres 

of land through the same exchange offer and created a total of eight ponds.‖ He continued to 

use ponds for producing spawns with the hapa technique till 1997 and later shifted to circular 

artificial hatcheries (Chinese hatcheries) to ensure better control over the water body where the 

fish and eggs are taken care of. His village in the Khurda district, about 60kms away from the 

Bay of Bengal in Puri was prone to natural disasters like cyclones and had seen bouts of 

cyclones in the past. In 2019, during cyclone Fani, Sahoo also lost around four quintals of fish 

to due destruction triggered by the cyclone. ―In 1998 I started constructing circular hatcheries,‖ 

he said. ―In ponds, you cannot control the affairs much due to rains, strong winds and 

predators. So, I started using circular hatcheries since then to protect the fish and ensure the 

least losses.‖ Several years down the line with the consistent efforts by Sahoo and his family, 

he now owns 22 ponds in his block, where spawn production works centred on 10 different 

species of fish like rohu, catla, mrigal and some ornamental fish are undertaken.  

However, spawns of edible varieties of fish are the most in demand. In the past several years, 

Sahoo has also conducted training programmes for prospective fish farmers and rural 

entrepreneurs after proving his virtues as a rural entrepreneur.  He has been training around 

1,000 fish farmers every year with live demonstrations about giving growth-stimulating 

injections to fish, taking care of hatcheries and other techniques. He was declared as a resource 

person at the Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture, where he mentors other fish farmers, 

rural entrepreneurs and fish scientists. The residents of his village claim that Sahoo was a 
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pioneer in introducing spawn production with the latest techniques in his block which was 

earlier confined mostly to government setups. ―He was a pioneer in bringing this technology to 

the village to the whole block in the 80s when nobody thought about this,‖ Hrushikesh Panda, 

Sahoo‘s neighbour said.  

―Not only this, but he also used all the latest available scientific technologies as he was exposed 

through training at Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture and Krishi Vigyan Kendra.‖ He 

also said that Sahoo was awarded the Padma Shri for his pioneering work in the region when 

no one used to talk about this and everyone depended on the government for the supply of 

spawns. Currently, Sahoo has been producing around 40 million-50 million spawns of 

improved varieties each year and has become a well-known face in the fish seed business in his 

state. Sahoo‘s household is now able to earn more than Rs 12 lakh per year. He says compared 

to agriculture, fish farming has very few associated risks. Scientists from the Central Institute 

of Freshwater Aquaculture and Krishi Vigyan Kendra told Mongabay-India that it was because 

of Sahoo‘s consistent interaction with scientists and using the latest available scientific 

technologies, that he was able to create a viable and self-sustaining model of aquaculture. 

 

 

 

Odisha: Illegal prawn dykes reemerge after demolition in Chilika, Bhitarkanika: HC 

seeks action taken report 

https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/1503034672-1503034672.html 

 "Despite Orissa High Court‘s stringent direction to free the internationally acclaimed 

Bhitarkanika and Chilika wet 

Land sites of prawn dykes, the illegal geries continue to sprout up in the areas earlier taken up 

for demolition. Sukant Dalai, the lawyer representing the All-Odisha Fishermen‘s Federation 

and Amicus Curiae Mohit Agarwal had earlier drawn the attention of the Orissa High Court 

stating that ―despite the action taken pursuant to the orders of the court, there is constant re-

emergence of illegal prawn gheris, particularly in Chilika‖. On Orissa High Court‘s directions, 

the revenue, forest and police department in Puri, Ganjam, Kendrapara and Khurda districts in a 

joint operation had claimed to have demolished the earthen prawn dykes that had unlawfully 

sprouted up along the wetland areas. However the wetland sites are yet to be entirely cleared 

off the encroachments. The Court had earlier issued directions for demolition of prawn gheris 

covering an area of 1,2356.78 hectare in the four districts. The HC had also directed the 

Director General of Police to provide armed police cover to the demolition squads and ordered 

the video-graphing and satellite proofing of the evicted areas.  

https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/1503034672-1503034672.html
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The High Court which heard the petition on environmental and ecological restoration of the 

wetland sites from the environmentally-damaging prawn cultivation was informed on 22 

December by Puri district police that the area of re-emergence of the prawn gheries is large and 

required the deployment of additional forces.  He stated that he will request the DGP for the 

deployment of additional forces. The division bench comprising Chief Justice S Muralidhar and 

Justice AK Mohapatra later asked the State‘s DGP to examine the request on urgent basis and 

deploy additional forces as required to stop the re-emergence of prawn gheries. The HC posted 

the matter for further hearing on 18 January, 2022 and directed the Collectors and 

Superintendents of police to furnish the action taken report on or before the next date of 

hearing. The High Court‘s directions had come in the wake of the apex court ruling in 2017 

asking Odisha among other States to initiate steps for protection and conservation of wetland 

sites. It is pertinent to note here that the HC had earlier taken suo motu cognizance for 

restoration of fragile ecosystems of the wetland sites in Chilika and Bhitarkanika, bearing the 

brunt of environmentally-damaging illegal prawn farming. While the Chilika wetland site 

comes under the administrative jurisdiction of Puri, Khordha and Ganjam district, Bhitarkanika 

falls under the revenue and forest administration of Kendrapara district. 

 

Odisha: Kalahandi women develop IoT devices to help fish farmers 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/26/kalahandi-women-develop-

iot-devices-to-help-fish-farmers-2399869.html  

"When professionals of their ilk are running after white collar jobs, two technical graduates 

from one of the country‘s most backward districts Kalahandi invested their time and knowledge 

to resolve issues that the farming community has been struggling with. Minushri Madhumita 

and Amrita Jagatdeo, both from Bhawanipatna, have developed three solar powered devices 

that are Internet of Things (IoT) enabled and would improve fisheries production. The 

prototypes of the products - Dhivara Mitra, Krishi Dhanu and Matsya Bandhu - have been 

completed and patented. Dhivara Mitra is an integrated solution combining five important 

components of fish/prawn culture onto a single solar power operated floating device. It can 

move and cover the entire area of a water body with the help of an IoT enabled smart control 

sensor system and help in uniform distribution of feed, aeration and maintain uniformity of 

dissolved oxygen level. The pH measurement scale attached to the device can measure and 

maintain pH level of the water body proving beneficial for both fish and prawn farmers. While 

Matsya Bandhu is a fish/prawn feed dispenser, Krishi Dhanu is a solid fertiliser dispenser. With 

the State government focusing on doubling farm income, the two young professionals believe 

the devices they have developed would help increase production and improve quality, fetching 

the farmers more money. Minushri said fish farmers can now earn more with the help of 

technology.   

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/26/kalahandi-women-develop-iot-devices-to-help-fish-farmers-2399869.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/26/kalahandi-women-develop-iot-devices-to-help-fish-farmers-2399869.html
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The fully automated Dhivara Mitra is a solution to the issues that fish farmers face due to 

uneven distribution of feed and maintenance of dissolved oxygen, she said. Almost 30 per cent 

(pc) of the fish/prawn stock are damaged due to lack of proper aeration, feed and oxygenation 

as the process is highly skill dependent and the key tasks are usually executed in a disintegrated 

manner with a lot of dependency on labourers. ―As the availability of labour is scarce at many 

places, the integrated device will distribute feed uniformly and monitor water quality by 

triggering aeration process as and when required besides, maintaining the pH level in the water 

body. Farmers will not have to worry for labourers as the process is fully automated,‖ she said. 

An MSc in chemistry with Post Graduate Diploma in Management Minushri and a BE in 

electrical with MBA in Finance Amrita have left their corporate job in IT sector to launch a 

startup - ThinkRaw Innovative Solutions Pvt Ltd to provide tech-enabled solar solutions. Born 

and brought up in Kalahandi, they always wanted to integrate technology and solar power with 

the tribal and rural population.  

The dull period during the lockdown became blessings in disguise for them as they came up 

with the three innovative products.  ―When we started working with the farmers‘ producer 

companies and supplied solar power solutions to them, we came to know about the technology 

gap and drudgery involved with the farming process. We then decided to find innovative solar 

powered and smart technology-based solutions,‖ Amrita said. While Dhivara Mitra is under 

validation at Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA), commercial production of 

Krishi Dhanu has begun. Guided by Sri Sri University, the startup is incubated at Software 

Technology Parks of India (STPI), Bhubaneswar. They have also introduced women centric 

enterprises focusing on creative and innovative projects like solar roof top and ground level 

engineering, procurement and construction solutions for residential, commercial and industrial 

setups. The women led startup now plans to raise investment to set up a production unit in 

Odisha and collaborate with logistics partners so that the products can be shipped to different 

parts of the country.  Tech Development • they have developed 3 products Dhivara Mitra, 

Krishi Dhanu and Matsya Bandhu • Prototypes of these solar-powered products have been 

completed and patented • Dhivara Mitra will cater to uniform distribution of feed and aeration 

in fish ponds • Krishi Dhanu is an IoT enabled solid fertiliser dispenser • Matsya Bandhu is a 

fish/prawn feed dispenser 

Odisha: Sundargarh district Omicron plan needs focus on migrants 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/20/odishas-sundargarh-

district-omicron-plan-needs-focus-on-migrants-2397590.html 

 "Amid heightened concerns over the Omicron variant of coronavirus, the next fortnight is 

going to be crucial for tribal-dominated Sundargarh district as thousands of migrant workers 

are slated to return home for Christmas and New Year celebrations. Pressing the alert button, a 

section of health officials said the complex demography of the district coupled with lack of a 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/20/odishas-sundargarh-district-omicron-plan-needs-focus-on-migrants-2397590.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/20/odishas-sundargarh-district-omicron-plan-needs-focus-on-migrants-2397590.html
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clear-cut strategy and mechanism to track migrant workers, vaccine hesitancy in certain rural 

pockets, habitual violation of Covid-19 protocols and absence of enforcement are factors that 

may lead to a crisis since ICMR has already warned of a third wave. For the tribal migrant 

workforce, this time of the year is important. Come what may they return to their families for 

celebrating Christmas.  The district conservatively has around three lakh Catholic and one lakh 

protestant Christians. In fact, the twin celebration at rural pockets is unique as the rural masses 

get into the festive mood ahead of Christmas and the celebrations continue till the first week of 

January with community feasts, carol, group dance and other activities organised at villages. 

The Health & Family Welfare (H&FW) department is only focusing on surveillance of people 

returning from foreign countries, sources said.  

There is literally no watch on thousands of inbound tribal and non-tribal migrants from across 

the country with a sizeable number from Gujarat, Delhi, Maharasthra, Kerala, Goa, Tamil Nadu 

and other states from where Omicron cases are being reported on a daily basis. Most of the 

female migrants work as domestic help and lowly-paid factory workers, while males are in 

fishing, construction and factory jobs. Besides, despite repeated insistence on adherence to 

Covid-19 protocol by top government authorities, enforcement in the district has vanished with 

the deadly second wave receding from across the country.  Sundargarh chief district medical 

and public health officer Dr SK Mishra said ANMs and ASHA workers have been asked to 

keep track of migrants and measures are being put in place for RT-PCR testing of the workers 

by rapid response teams. He said the administration would be urged for integrated action to 

ensure strict adherence to safety protocols during the celebrations. With no SOP to check 

migrants, Dr Mishra said the best they can do is to conduct tests twice on arrival and after eight 

days. However, he admitted that there is no mechanism to restrict migrants from meeting 

people within that eight day window. Sundargarh unit president of All India Christian Council 

Prof Bijay Toppo said all churches of the district would follow government guidelines and 

appealed the rural masses to avoid congregation.  Alarm bells   1. Christmas is the most 

important festival for tribals in the district  2. There is no watch on thousands of inbound 

migrants  3. As of now, the district administration is focusing only on foreign returnees 

Odisha: Prawn ghery effluent headache for farmers in Kendrapara 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/14/prawn-ghery-effluent-

headache-for-farmers-in-kendrapara-2395280.html 

 "Farmers of coastal villages under Rajnagar block in Kendrapara have expressed concern 

over discharge of toxic effluents from illegal prawn gheries adversely affecting their 

agricultural lands. While still trying to salvage some of their crops post incessant rains caused 

by cyclone Jawad, the farmers are now doubly worried over toxic release from gheries to their 

lands. ―Despite repeated pleas, district administration is turning a blind eye to our plight as 

many influential persons have converted large tracts of government and forest land into shrimp 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/14/prawn-ghery-effluent-headache-for-farmers-in-kendrapara-2395280.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/dec/14/prawn-ghery-effluent-headache-for-farmers-in-kendrapara-2395280.html
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farms,‖ alleged farmers of Radhamalipur and Amarabati villages. The farmers feel the salinity 

owing to the effluent has turned agricultural lands barren even as large number of prawn farms 

continue to operate in the area in violation of Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) and Supreme 

Court and High Court rulings on shrimp cultivation, said Amarbara Biswal, a social worker of 

Kendrapara.   

District fisheries officer Mamata Mohapatra said farmers cultivating shrimp without registering 

with Coastal Aquaculture Authority (CAA) are liable to be imprisoned for three years and fined 

up to ` 1 lakh. ―It was mandatory for all shrimp farms to be registered under provisions of 

Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act (AAA) and Rules, 2005. The AAA requires registration of 

all shrimp farms lying on either sides of rivers, creeks and canals up to a distance of 5 km from 

high tide level. Unregistered shrimp farms are liable for demolition,‖ she added. Contacted, 

tehsildar of Rajnagar Bholanath Sethi said, ―District administration has started the demolition 

drive as per the orders of the High Court and the illegal prawn gheries will soon be razed.‖ 

Odisha: Communities step in to save Chilika Lake’s elusive mascot 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/good-news/2021/dec/12/communities-step-in-to-save-

chilika-lakes-elusivemascot-2394692.html  

"As the dusk sets in over Sorana, Baraju Behera and four others from his community set out in 

a boat into the shallow waters of Chilika. Fishing, though, isn‘t on their agenda. Navigating 

through the marshes and dense vegetation of Phragmites, a tall wetland grass, they patrol the 

lake and wait for the opportunity to get a glimpse of the elusive animal, the fishing cat. ―We get 

lucky on some days but regular patrolling has helped keep this cat and its habitat safe from 

poachers, fire and illegal fishing‖, says Behera who along with six others is part of the Chilika 

Adrabhumi Sangrakshan Committee of Sorana that was formed this year. Sorana is a 

fishermen‘s village abutting the 1100 sq km lagoon. The community-managed monitoring and 

patrolling of fishing cats in Chilika began in May after the first-ever census of the cat 

commenced in the lake. The exercise hasn‘t stopped since then. At least two more villages - 

Hardas and Bhushandpur - too have similar fishing cat conservation units created at community 

level. Bringing these villagers together were founders of The Fishing Cat Project Tiasa Adhya 

and Partha Dey who collaborated with the Chilika Development Authority (CDA). The idea 

was to involve locals in conservation activities and enhance their understanding of the 

importance of fishing cats to Chilika.  

The first round of the maiden census conducted in Sorana-Mangalajodi side of Chilika had 

found presence of over 100 fishing cats. The second round enumeration on Krushnaprasad side 

of Chilika will be conducted in January next.  While population of fishing cats - called Baghadi 

or Macharanka Bilei in Odia - is distributed throughout Chilika, their numbers are relatively 

higher in the 115 sq km of its marshlands. And in this part of the wetlands, the fishing cat 

shares the landscape with two Otter species - Eurasian Otter and Smooth coated Otter. 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/good-news/2021/dec/12/communities-step-in-to-save-chilika-lakes-elusivemascot-2394692.html
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Biologist Tiasa, who began the project in Chilika in 2017, says existence of these three species 

in one place is rare. Compared to other parts of India, fishing cats are safe in Chilika. In 

neighbouring West Bengal, it is considered a conflict animal because it preys on fish in private 

ponds. ―Chilika has fish, birds, snakes, crustaceans, reptiles.  

It is no one‘s and at the same time, every one‘s property. It supports both the humans and 

fishing cats which is why they are safe here‖, says Tiasa who is doing her Master of Research 

from University of Trans-Disciplinary Health Sciences and Technology, Bengaluru. Yet, as 

Chilika has to battle illegal prawn culture, deforestation upstream, invasive water hyacinth, 

poaching and illegal aquaculture, the fishing cats are also at risk. ―This is why we felt the need 

for round-the-year patrolling and monitoring of the fishing cats to ensure that they remain safe 

in Chilika which is located between two protected mangrove forests in the eastern coast - 

Bhitarkanika in the north and Coringa in the south (Andhra). Chilika could be playing a crucial 

role in maintaining connectivity between the fishing cat populations‖, she says.  Through the 

community initiative, Baraju says, they have been able curb incidents of fire in Phragmites beds 

which house the fishing cat dens. ―Since these reeds block the channels, fishermen set them on 

fire during summers damaging the cat habitats. Even after burning, the reeds grow back 

aggressively worsening the problem for fishermen. We have been telling villagers to engage 

with CDA seeking help in dredging the channels as and when required. Many have agreed and 

this way, we have been able to reduce the reed fires by 80 per cent this year‖, says the 

fisherman who was a forest guard for several years. The village committees have WhatsApp 

groups of local forest protection committees, officials concerned and villagers to share 

information on poachers who poison native and migratory birds for meat. This has to be 

prevented as there are chances of fishing cats eating these poisoned birds, says Baraju. Chief 

Executive of CDA Susanta Nanda says an action plan is being devised for conservation of 

fishing cats which includes radio-collaring to track their migration and map their actual 

habitats.  

―Besides, the plan would focus on community participation in conservation activities and 

sensitising locals to save fishing cats and their habitat‖, he says. Around 150 eco-clubs will also 

be created to create awareness among children at high school level.  Wetland Aquascape  

Conservation is not all that they do. These committees help build a generation that is aware and 

sensitive towards Chilika and the cat species which is part of their home. Fishes are at the heart 

of Chilika‘s ecosystem and both fishermen and fishing cats are dependent on them. Although 

fishermen are children of Chilika, they hardly see what‘s beneath the waters, says Prasanna 

Behera, a member of the committee. Through ‗Know Your Marshes‘ initiative, the committee 

members have set up four freshwater aquariums - both carnivorous and omnivorous - and a 

fishing tank made entirely with Chilika‘s soil and marine plants in the village. Frolicking inside 

these mini aquatic bodies are Chilika‘s fishes. ―This is an excellent model or a lab where 

people of all age groups can see the ecosystem that thrives under Chilika including 
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photosynthesis by plants‖ he adds.   Cat information  Fishing cat, a felid, is listed in Schedule I 

of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and categorised as endangered in International 

Union for Conservation of Nature‘s ‗red list‘ of threatened species. It was declared Chilika‘s 

ambassador in 2020. 

 

Odisha: Illegal prawn farming causing problems for farmers 

https://krishijagran.com/news/illegal-prawn-farming-causing-problems-for-odisha-s-

farmers/ 

 "Earlier this year the court had in its order directed the district administration to 

dismantle all illegal prawn gheries (farms) in Bhitarkanika, Odisha. This was after Mohit 

Agarwal, the amicus curiae of the court, pointed out that despite a plethora of statutory 

provisions, no cases or complaints had yet been registered against violators. However, once 

again these illegal prawn gheries have cropped up in news for forming a barrier to the outflow 

of stagnant water from farm areas in Erasama and Balikuda blocks, putting rice and vegetable 

crops that have survived the recent heavy rains at risk. Thousands of hectares of crops at the tail 

end of the channel‘s tributaries have been drowned in the two blocks as a result of the constant 

rain. Farmers claim there is no way to drain rainwater from their fields because illegally 

constructed prawn farms have blocked the access. Former MLA and Congress leader Lalatendu 

Mohapatra claimed that despite government orders, local tehsildars have failed to demolish the 

illegal prawn gheries.  Mohapatra urged the administration to evict unlicensed farms 

immediately, claiming that if no action is taken soon, thousands of farmers will lose crops due 

to stagnant water in fields. Prawn farm owners have encroached on roughly 2,500 hectares of 

forest and revenue land in the area, according to sources. Unauthorized prawn farms are 

preventing the discharge of rainfall from rice fields, according to Sub-Collector Dharmendra 

Mallick. He claimed that the authorities has begun evicting prawn gheries in Balikuda and 

Erasama. Erasama had 220 mm of rain on Sunday. Similarly, 145 mm of rain fell on Balikuda. 

Illegal Prawn farming is not just Odisha‘s problem but is also the problem faced by many other 

coastal states. Andhra Pradesh and Kerala are well known to also have a lot of problems with 

illegal prawn fisheries. 

Odisha and West Bengal: Weak dyke floods Mousuni despite Cyclone Jawad fizzling out, 

5000 affected 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/weak-dyke-floods-mousuni-despite-

cyclone-jawad-fizzling-out-5000-affected-80570 

 "Some 5,000 people had to be shifted to relief camps after the remote Mousuni Island in 

the Sundarbans region flooded due to the collapse of an embankment. This despite the Cyclone 

https://krishijagran.com/news/illegal-prawn-farming-causing-problems-for-odisha-s-farmers/
https://krishijagran.com/news/illegal-prawn-farming-causing-problems-for-odisha-s-farmers/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/weak-dyke-floods-mousuni-despite-cyclone-jawad-fizzling-out-5000-affected-80570
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/climate-change/weak-dyke-floods-mousuni-despite-cyclone-jawad-fizzling-out-5000-affected-80570
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Jawad weakening and fizzling out December 5, 2021 without landfall. A poorly built sluice 

gate on the Chinai river, near its confluence with the Bay of Bengal, gave away on the morning 

of December 5 on Mousuni island, locals said. The sluice gate collapse happened just as the 

high tide of nearly 18 feet came in even as heavy rain due to Jawad battered the area. ―The river 

and land has become one and will remain so till the embankment is restored,‖ a local said. 

Mousuni is located on the western fringe of the Indian portion of the Sundarbans in West 

Bengal. Most of the affected residents have been shifted to the island‘s flood shelter and a high 

school. This, even as saline water continues to make ingress every time a high tide strikes.  

What happened?  Jawad, which was expected to hit Puri district in Odisha on the afternoon of 

December 5, turned into a deep depression and did not because the damage it was predicted to. 

The depression was predicted to move north-eastwards towards West Bengal, which it did. It 

reached the Indian Sundarbans on the morning of December 6, with a wind speed of around 40 

kilometres per hour.  

But its impact had been largely minimised by noon, GK Das, head of the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) Kolkata told this reporter December 6 afternoon. ―We do not expect any 

more damage and are trying to repair the damage already incurred,‖ an official from local 

administration said. However the damage in Mousuni was mainly caused December 5, when 

the heavy rain due to Jawad and high tide caused part of a newly built embankment to give 

way. ―About 50 metres of the embankment near the confluence of the Chinai river with Bay of 

Bengal has been damaged in the Baliara mouza due to combination of Jawad‘s impact as well 

as high tide,‖ Santanu Sinha Roy, the block development officer of Namkhana block, where 

Mousuni is located, said.  A mouza is a type of administrative district, corresponding to a 

specific land area within which there may be one or more settlements. Locals said a smaller 

embankment was also breached in the Koylagheri area of the Mousuni mouza, which triggered 

inundation. The residents attributed the embankment breach to poor construction design. 

 ―There must have been a fault in the construction. It needs to be investigated. If the 

embankment were strong, the suffering of the people could have beeen minimised,‖ Sahadeb 

Maity, a local, said. Sinha Roy admitted that ―there is an issue with the sluice gate‖ but assured 

that the irrigation department had already started repair work. ―The embankment that has given 

way, was already weak,‖ he said. An official from the irrigation department said the breach 

would be fixed within two weeks. Another official claimed that ―damage could be minimised 

as tourists have not been allowed in Mousuni as a precaution to Jawad‖. Innumerable hotels 

have come up in the Baliara mouza near the Mousuni beach, flouting environmental norms, in 

recent years. This is close to the area where the embankment has been breached.  On the 

frontline  Mousuni, sandwiched between Gangasagar and Bakkhali, is one of the most 

vulnerable islands in the Sundarbans. It is often showcased as a benchmark of increasing 

climate impact in the Sundarbans area.  
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The Sundarbans are also topographically positioned below sea level and need embankments to 

prevent high tides from making ingress into settlements. This reporter spoke to a range of 

people across the Sundarbans and found that smaller breaches or overtopping of embankments 

had occurred in various places on Sagar Island, Kakdwip, Kumirmari island of Gosaba block 

and also on the embankment of the Goureshwar river in Hingalgunge. ―We have shifted about 

25,000 people to safer places,‖ P Ulganathan, district magistrate of South 24 Parganas, said. 

Mousuni, consisting of four mouzas, has been severely affected in the last two years by 

repeated cyclones — from Bulbul to Amphan and then Yaas. Jawad has affected two of the 

four mouzas. Mousuni has lost about a sixth of its 28 square kilometre area to the rising sea in 

the past 50 years, according to studies done by the oceanography department of Jadavpur 

University, Kolkata. This, even as the population has increased two-and-a-half times. ―The rate 

of relative sea level rise is about 8-12 millimetres per year, as measured at Sagar island adjacent 

to Mousuni.   

This is three to four times more than the global average,‖ Sugata Hazra of the oceanography 

department, said. ―Disaster-prone areas like Mousuni are almost like punch bags,‖ Sanjay 

Vashist, director of Climate Action Network, South Asia, said. ―They keep taking punches and 

often don‘t get the chance to recover,‖ he added. Cyclones Amphan, Bulbul and Aila, all made 

landfall within 25 km of Mousuni, according to IMD. ―It‘s an extremely rare event and 

underlines the acute vulnerability of the area,‖ Anurag Danda, environment expert from WWF 

India, said. Mousuni‘s Panchayat has found that 93 per cent of the 6,500-odd families on the 

island and 80 per cent of houses were affected multiple times in the last two years. 

Displacement has become routine in Mousuni, even for the dead. ―This is my fourth house 

during the last one decade. Even the land used to bury the dead has not been spared,‖ Muslima 

Bibi of Baliara, said. ―Over 1,500 families have been displaced from vulnerable pockets of 

Baliara, Kusumtala and Bagdanga in the past 15 years, many of them, multiple times,‖ an 

elderly resident said. Many parts of the island are still without embankments despite residents 

having appealed for them.  

―The embankment has still not been built. The Baliara mauza is flooded with rising seawater 

every year.  The Kusumtala and Bagdanga mauzas are sinking, as well as part of the Mousuni 

mauza,‖ a group of residents wrote to Mamata Banerjee, chief minister of West Bengal, 

sometime back. About 17 km of the 29 kilometres of embankment around Mousuni were either 

non-existent or highly vulnerable, locals said. ―Though the state government is doing what it 

can, we need national and international support to at least partially make repair the damages the 

Sundarbans have suffered as a result of changing climate,‖ Javed Ahmed Khan, West Bengal‘s 

minister-in-charge of disaster management, said. ―Despite facing severe and repeated climate 

impacts over the last many years, the vulnerability of people living in Mousuni and elsewhere 

in the Sundarbans has not yet been recognised. We need to push for more support for the 
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affected people through the international mechanism,‖ Harjeet Singh, senior advisor of Climate 

Action Network International, said. 

Odisha: Pilot project on fish in nutrition programme caught in red-tape 

https://www.orissapost.com/pilot-project-on-fish-in-nutrition-programme-caught-in-red-

tape/ 

 "The Odisha government‘s  plan to introduce indigenous small fish in the supplementary 

nutrition programme for children, pregnant and nursing women and adolescent girls as part of a 

pilot project in Mayurbhanj district is caught in red-tape and yet to take off despite the passage 

of a year. The Odisha government selected Mayurbhanj district to launch the pilot programme, 

which was scheduled to start across 50 Anganwadi centres in the district. However, instead of 

getting implemented the scheme is now caught in red-tapism. Fish is rich in iron, zinc, calcium, 

vitamins (A, B, D and E) and omega-3 fatty acids, which would benefit children between three 

to six years, pregnant and nursing women, and adolescent girls, officials said. Fishes would be 

procured from the women self-help groups, creating business opportunities for them too, they 

informed. Reports said that the state Women and Child Development Department, Mission 

Shakti and Fisheries Department signed a memorandum with international non-profit 

organisation ‗WorldFish‘ to implement the project in 50 Anganwadi centres in Mayurbhanj 

district from November 10, 2020.  After implementation of the project, the Odisha government 

had planned to train the self-help group women involved in fish cultivation in panchayat ponds 

on nutritional value of fish and fish processing. It had also decided to launch social and 

behavioural awareness programmes on fish consumption under the nutrition programme. In the 

memorandum, there were plans to train the self-help group women of coastal districts where 

fish production is high in drying of fish through solar powered equipment and in preparation of 

fish powder on the basis of guidelines of Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI).  

The programme when implemented would have provided livelihood opportunities to over 

84,000 women of 42,058 self-help groups working in the district. At the time of signing of 

memorandum, Sujata Kartikeyan, director, Mission Shakti, had said that this programme will 

prove highly beneficial in ensuring sufficient nutrition to the beneficiaries and in creation of 

livelihood opportunities for the women of self-help groups.  Speaking on the occasion, Dr 

Garreth Jhonstone, director general of WorldFish, had said that technical experts would provide 

training on drying of fish with solar powered equipment in clean and hygienic environment to 

the self-help group women. However, since then a year has passed but the project is yet to be 

implemented. Bishnupriya Das, president of Mission Shakti in Mayurbhanj district, said that no 

woman from any self-help group has been provided with training yet. The project would have 

been implemented in other districts if it had reaped success in Mayurbhanj district. Some 

women members of self-help groups alleged that the state government has launched various 

https://www.orissapost.com/pilot-project-on-fish-in-nutrition-programme-caught-in-red-tape/
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schemes for the women but their implementation is getting delayed due to apathetic attitude of 

the concerned department officials. 

Odisha: From 1999 super cyclone to Jawad: Odisha’s tryst with 10 cyclones in 22 years 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/from-1999-super-cyclone-to-jawad-odishas-tryst-

with-10-cyclones-in-22-yrs-4519502.html 

 "Odisha has encountered 10 cyclones, including the approaching Jawad, in a span of 22 

years and the frequency of such natural disasters is only on the rise, official records of the State 

Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA) showed.  Here‘s a list of major cyclones that have 

hit Odisha‘s shores in the past two decades:  1999 SUPER CYCLONE  Memories of the 1999 

super cyclone is still fresh, wind speed of which could not be properly ascertained at the 

meteorological centre, Bhubaneswar, as the velocity crossed the capacity of the anemometer 

available then. The ‗Very Severe Cyclonic Storm‘ left over 10,000 people dead. After the 

severe storm, the state had experienced another major calamity in cyclone Phailin.  CYCLONE 

PHAILIN  Cyclone Phailin made landfall near Gopalpur in Ganjam district on October 12, 

2013, becoming the second strongest tropical cyclone in India since 1999. It had hit Odisha at a 

wind speed of 140 mph leading to more than 550,000 people to move from the coastal to 

interior and safer regions. Twenty-three people were killed in the cyclonic storm after the 

Naveen Patnaik government set a ―Zero Casualty"" mission with precautionary measures in 

place, the records stated.  CYCLONE HUDHUD  Phailin was followed by cyclone Hudhud in 

2014 that struck the Visakhapatnam city of Andhra Pradesh on October 12, 2014. Odisha, too, 

was affected by Hudhud.  

The ‗extremely severe‘ category cyclonic storm left more than 60 people dead in Andhra 

Pradesh. Southern Odisha experienced heavy rainfall and wind speeds of about 90 kmph and 

the casualty count in the state was two.  CYCLONE TITLI Subsequently, cyclone Titli in 2018 

had left authorities in shock, as the weather system had unexpectedly changed its course and 

entered Gajapati district, where no major preparations were made to deal with the calamity. 

About 3,00,000 people were evacuated from low-lying districts and 77 people were killed in 

Odisha due to heavy rainfall and landslide that accompanied the cyclone.  CYCLONES FANI 

AND BULBUL  In the year that followed, two cyclones Fani and Bulbul — hit the country‘s 

eastern coast, causing extensive damage in Odisha and West Bengal. Fani had reached its peak 

intensity a day before its landfall and reached its peak intensity on 2 May 2019. It was marked 

as a high-end Category-4 major hurricane, with maximum sustained wind speed ranging from 

209-251 kmph. The storm killed 64 people in the state and adversely affected electricity supply 

and telecommunication.   

Very Severe Cyclonic Storm Bulbul struck the eastern state in November 2019. The storm led 

to Odisha suffering agricultural damage, with 490,000 acres worth of crops destroyed state-

wide. Two people also lost their lives in the storm.  CYCLONE AMPHAN  Cyclone Amphan 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/from-1999-super-cyclone-to-jawad-odishas-tryst-with-10-cyclones-in-22-yrs-4519502.html
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in 2020 had also claimed lives and damaged property in Odisha and West Bengal. It made 

landfall near Bakkhali in West Bengal on May 20. It was the first pre-monsoon super cyclone 

of this century that emerged from the Bay of Bengal. The Odisha government had said that the 

storm had affected over 44.45 lakh people in 9833 villages and 22 urban bodies.  According to 

United Nations report, titled State of the Global Climate 2020, Amphan was the ―costliest 

tropical cyclone on record for the North Indian Ocean"", resulting in the country sustaining 

losses worth $14 billion.  CYCLONE YAAS  In May this year, Cyclone Yaas hit Odisha‘s 

Dhamra and left two people dead. The severe cyclonic storm made landfall in Odisha‘s 

Balasore district on the morning of 26 May 2021, affecting 60 lakh people in 11,000 villages 

and caused financial losses to the tune of Rs 610 crore.  CYCLONE GULAB  Shortly after, in 

September, cyclone Gulab crossed the Odisha-Andhra Pradesh coast, bringing with it heavy 

rain. The remnants of Cyclone Gulab then gave rise to Cyclone Shaheen, in a unique weather 

phenomenon. The name Shaheen was given by Qatar. Gulab was proposed by Pakistan. More 

than 20 people across different states and neighbouring countries died in cyclone Gulab. No 

death, however, was reported in Odisha, records showed.  CYCLONE JAWAD  Odisha is 

currently bracing for cyclone Jawad, which is being considered as the first winter cyclone in the 

state in about 100 years.  

The system has, however, weakened and may even escape its coast.  The former director of 

Regional Meteorological Centre, Bhubaneswar, Sarat C Sahu, stated that climate change was a 

major factor for increase in frequency of cyclones. ―When sea temperature touches 26.5 

degrees celsius or more, it helps a low pressure intensify. This time, in case of Jawad, the sea 

water temperature was 29 degree celsius. Besides sea pollution could also be another factor that 

creates an atmosphere suitable for formation of a cyclone,"" he added.  Union minister Piyush 

Goyal reviewed the arrangements and preparations made by state governments of Andhra 

Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal to deal with cyclone Jawad. The minister underscored the 

need for drawing of a comprehensive action plan towards managing this natural disaster in the 

most effective way by incorporating the inputs and suggestions of all stakeholders.  Goyal said 

public private partnership is necessary for disaster management and mitigation and for 

protecting the lives and livelihoods of those affected. ―We must constantly upgrade our 

learnings and keep upgrading our capabilities. He also called for preparedness in the banking 

and insurance sectors to tackle the effects of the cyclone,"" an official statement said. 

 

 

Odisha: Cyclone Jawad effect: quintals of fish go to waste 

https://odishatv.in/videos/miscellaneous/cyclone-jawad-effect-quintals-of-fish-go-to-waste-

165471 

https://odishatv.in/videos/miscellaneous/cyclone-jawad-effect-quintals-of-fish-go-to-waste-165471
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 "These are quintals of fish strewn across the beach and rotting in rain near Chilika, under 

Krushnaprasad, Puri. They were netted in one bumper catch couple of days back. However, 

with no takers, it‘s all dumped on the shores waiting to get washed away by the tides. 

Fishermen say that the unexpected onset of cyclone Jawad resulted in such loss. 

Odisha and West Bengal: Coast Guard puts assets to tackle Cyclone Jawaad 

https://www.asianage.com/india/all-india/031221/coast-guard-puts-assets-to-tackle-

cyclone-jawaad.html 

 "The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) has deployed three ships along with a hovercraft and also 

pressed a Dornier aircraft to sound alerts of Cyclone Jawad to the fishermen in the Bay of 

Bengal along Odisha and West Bengal. A senior officer at the ICG (North East regional 

headquarters) told this newspaper on Thursday that the three ships and a hovercraft have been 

operating on rotation to direct the fishermen to return to the harbour for safety. One of them, 

ICGS Varad, which is an offshore patrol vessel, is at the International Maritime Boundary Line, 

engaged in shepherding the fishing boats towards the coast. Besides, a Dornier aircraft is 

carrying out sorties twice a day. The ICG stated that it has initiated preemptive and preventive 

actions for safety of life and property at sea. It said, ""ICG ships and aircraft have been tasked 

specifically for relaying weather warnings to mariners and urging fishing boats at sea to return 

to harbour. Till now approximately 55 fishing boats have been directed by ICG units to return 

to harbour.   

Additionally, a weather warning is also being broadcast through Coast Guard ROS at Paradip 

and Haldia in vernacular language to alert fisherfolks at sea. Close liaison is being maintained 

by ICG with local fisheries authorities for accounting of fishing boats at sea."" The National 

Disaster Response Force has also stationed 16 teams in the state to alert the residents of coastal 

villages about the cyclone. Chief minister Mamata Banerjee, who returned to Kolkata in the 

afternoon from a three-day Mumbai visit, held a meeting at the state secretariat, Nabanna, to 

review her government's preparedness to tackle the cyclone and the evacuation of people from 

the coastal areas. 27 Up and 22 down long distance trains have been cancelled by the South 

Eastern Railway while eight trains were suspended by the East Coast Railway. 

 

Odisha: Cyclone Jawad: Odisha prohibits fishing activity 

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/cyclone-jawad-odisha-prohibits-

fishing-activity20211203055936/ 

 "In view of the impending cyclonic storm 'JAWAD', the Odisha Government prohibited 

fishing activities within the territorial waters along the entire coastline of Odisha State and 

Chilika lake by all types of fishing vessels (Mechanized, Motorized and Non Motorized Boats) 

https://www.asianage.com/india/all-india/031221/coast-guard-puts-assets-to-tackle-cyclone-jawaad.html
https://www.asianage.com/india/all-india/031221/coast-guard-puts-assets-to-tackle-cyclone-jawaad.html
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from December 3, 2021, to December 5, 2021 (both days inclusive) for safeguarding life and 

assets of fishers due to impeding cyclonic storm, said a press release. Fisheries & ARD 

Department issued an order in this regard stating that ""In view of the impending cyclonic 

storm 'JAWAD' as a measure of abundant caution there is a need to restrict fishing activities 

along the entire coast of Odisha and Chilika Lake from December 3, 2021, till December 5, 

2021. 

Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal: Cyclone Jawad: IMD issues red alert; ‘very 

heavy’ rainfall likely in 3 states tomorrow 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/cyclone-jawad-imd-issues-red-alert-very-heavy-

rainfall-likely-in-3-states-tomorrow-10-points-11638495996137.html 

 "Issuing extensive warning in the view of Cyclone Jawad, India Meteorological 

Department (IMD), it is likely to touch the coast near Puri in Odisha around noon on 5 

December. Earlier in the morning, the weather office said, depression over Bay of Bengal 

intensified into deep depression and likely to intensify into a cyclonic storm during next 12 

hours. Meanwhile, heavy to very heavy rainfall is expected in Odisha, parts of Andhra Pradesh 

and West Bengal in the next few days.  

IMD has been issuing regular bulletins with the latest forecast to all the concerned States.  

What we know so far:  1) IMD said Cyclone Jawad is likely to hit the coast of North Andhra 

Pradesh-Odisha around the morning of December 4. Very heavy rainfall is likely to start in 

north coastal Andhra Pradesh and south coastal Odisha by Friday evening. The intensity of 

rainfall is likely to increase on Saturday.  2) Odisha: Red alert has been issued for 4 Odisha 

districts, Orange alert for 7 and Yellow alert for 4 districts predicting ‗heavy‘ to ‗very heavy‘ 

rainfall. Fishing activities will remain prohibited till 5 December. Odisha is likely to be the 

worst-affected state.  3) In Odisha, as many as 266 rescue teams including National Disaster 

Response Force (NDRF), State Fire Services and Odisha Disaster Rapid Action Force will be 

deployed in coastal districts.  4) Umashankar Das, a scientist at the IMD, as quoted by ANI, 

said advised people to remain indoors. Das also said that the wind speed in coastal areas would 

be around 60-80 kmph from the afternoon of December 4. There is a possibility of landslides in 

hilly areas.  5) East Coast Railway has decided to cancel as many as 95 trains. It further said in 

a tweet, as per forecast of Met Dept., Cyclone 'Jawad' may hit Odisha on 3rd - 4th Dec. For the 

safety of passengers 95 Trains originating from different destination and passing over ECoR 

and originating from ECoR have been cancelled.  6) West Bengal: Heavy to very heavy rainfall 

is expected in parts of West Bengal from 3 to 6 December, the weather office said. The NDRF 

has deployed eight teams in state - 2 teams have been deployed in Kolkata and one each in 

South 24 Parganas, North 24 Parganas, East Midnapore, West Midnapore, Hooghly, and Nadia.  

7) Andhra Pradesh: In view of the cyclone, all schools across the Visakhapatnam and 

Srikakulam districts will be closed today and tomorrow. Around 65 ongoing trains were 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/cyclone-jawad-imd-issues-red-alert-very-heavy-rainfall-likely-in-3-states-tomorrow-10-points-11638495996137.html
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cancelled from the Visakhapatnam district for Dec 3 & 4, a senior official said.  8) Jharkhand: 

Cyclone Jawad is likely to have moderate impact in Jharkhand. IMD officials said that no 

warning had been issued for Jharkhand in view of the cyclone. Light rainfall is expected in 

some districts between 3 to 6 December.  9) On Thursday, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 

a review meeting with senior officials on Jawad. As per his office, the PM Modi directed 

officials to take every possible measure to ensure that people are safely evacuated and to ensure 

maintenance of all essential services such as Power, Telecommunications, health, drinking 

water etc. and that they are restored immediately in the event of any disruption. 

Odisha: Cyclone Jawad to make landfall between Puri-Berhampur, heavy rains from Dec 

3 

https://kalingatv.com/state/odisha-cyclone-jawad-to-make-landfall-between-puri-

berhampur-heavy-rains-from-dec-3/ 

 "Heavy rains have been predicted in Odisha due to the upcoming cyclone JAWAD that is 

expected to make landfall soon. According to the latest report of the Regional Meteorological 

Center situated here in Bhubaneswar, heavy rain is likely to occur from December 3. The 

cyclone is expected to make landfall in-between Puri and Berhampur. Three districts in Odisha, 

namely: Gajapati, Ganjam and Puri have been kept on high alert. Odisha Special Relief 

Commissioner (SRC) Pradeep Jena has advised the district Collectors to stay alert. According 

to the India Meteorological Department (IMD), light to moderate rain or thundershower likely 

to occur at one or two places over the districts of south coastal Odisha. A warning also has been 

issued for the fishermen. They have been asked not to venture into the sea for fishing as squally 

weather with surface wind speed reaching 50.60 kmph gusting upto 70 kmph likely over west 

central Bay of Bengal from December 2. It is to be noted that the Indian Meteorological 

Department (IMD) has predicted a low pressure area is likely to form over South Andaman Sea 

and the Bay of Bengal. Under the impact of the system, Odisha will witness rainfall from 

December 3 onwards. On December 4, moderate to very heavy rains are predicted in 

Bhubaneswar and Cuttack. 

Odisha: Labour trafficking rampant in Bolangir 

https://www.orissapost.com/labour-trafficking-rampant-in-bolangir/ 

 "On the one hand, people in Bolangir district have been facing a lot of difficulties in 

finding jobs during these pandemic times, on the other hand, illegal labour trafficking is 

rampant in various parts of the district, a report said. Taking advantage of absence of job 

opportunities in the region, middleman have become active in various areas and are luring 

people with promises of getting employment outside the state. Every day scores of people are 

being taken to neighboring states like Andhra Pradesh and Telangana via trains. It was alleged 

that the district administration and the local Labour department have turned a blind eye to the 

https://kalingatv.com/state/odisha-cyclone-jawad-to-make-landfall-between-puri-berhampur-heavy-rains-from-dec-3/
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rampant labour trafficking. Police too are not taking action against the middlemen. Lathore has 

become a hub of labour trafficking. From Harishankar Road railway station, middlemen are 

sending local people to other states by trains every day.  

Apart from trains, labourers are also being transported by four-wheelers to other states, it was 

alleged. After Durga Puja, middleman had camped in various parts of the Patna sub-division to 

assemble labourers for various brick kilns, fish processing factories and hotels in Andhara 

Pradesh, Tamil nadu, Kerala, and Chennai.  It is said that the state government has been 

implementing rural job schemes like MGNREGS to provide job opportunities in the villages, 

but the efforts seems to have flopped in the areas where labour trafficking is a lucrative 

business. In other areas, police have filed cases against some middlemen after being caught 

while trafficking people, but Lathore police have lowered their guard on the labour touts. So 

far, only two cases relating to labour trafficking have been lodged in Lathore area. When asked 

but the unauthorised labour trafficking, Labour Inspector Niranjan Bhuyan failed to give any 

satisfactory reply. ―We have kept a watch on middleman in Lathore. Raids will be carried out 

and actions will be taken against the people found guilty,‖ he added. Various outfits have 

demanded immediate steps by the administration to check labour migration and provide job 

opportunities in their locality. 

Odisha: Fishermen demand Rs 10k a month livelihood support for ban during turtle 

nesting period 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/odisha-fishermen-demand-rs-

10k-a-month-livelihood-support-for-ban-during-turtle-nesting-period.html 

 "The traditional fishermen living along the coast of Odisha Wednesday demanded 

enhancement of their livelihood support assistance to Rs 10,000 per month during the seven 

month fishing ban period for conservation of the Olive Ridley turtles, the endangered species 

which visit in millions every year for mass nesting to the state. The state government was 

providing Rs 7500 one time support to the limited fishermen families in the state at present for 

the purpose since 2018, after revising its earlier assistance of Rs 5000.  ""It‘s very difficult to 

maintain a family with such meagre assistance. Considering the present market rate of different 

commodities, we demand the government should increase the livelihood assistance to Rs 

10,000 per month,"" said K Alleya, general secretary, Odisha traditional fish workers‘ union 

(OTFWU). The fishermen and the trawler associations also demanded to reduce the ban period 

from seven to five months, as the Olive ridley turtles were coming near the coast from January. 

""We demanded the ban should be imposed from January 1 to May 31 with limited areas,"" he 

said.  Thousands of traditional fishermen, including persons involved in fishing, selling and 

boat mechanics become jobless for seven months every year from November 1.  

""We want all the families, who depend on fishing and its related activities, to be covered in the 

livelihood support of the government"", he said. Presently, the government provide assistance 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/odisha-fishermen-demand-rs-10k-a-month-livelihood-support-for-ban-during-turtle-nesting-period.html
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to only 14,178 fishermen families in four districts - Ganjam, Puri, Jagatsinghpur and 

Kenrapara, who were only involved in fishing activities. ""We want their number to be 

increased to at least 20,000,‖ he said.  The general secretary of OTFWU said they have 

presented the demands in the high-level meeting held recently by the government for protection 

of the Olive ridley turtles, who visit the coast for mass nesting every year. The government 

imposed the seven-month ban on fishing in around 120-km coastal areas in Gahirmatha and 

three river mouths - Rushikulya, Devi and Dharmara from November 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022, 

to protect the Olive ridleys. Any fishing in the no fishing zone - 20-km away from the coast 

through mechanized boats trawlers would be banned in the area during the period, said deputy 

director of fisheries (marine) Basant Das. Fishermen also demanded to reduce the area of 20-

km to 5-km from the coast as the no fishing zone, as the turtles generally congregate very near 

to the coast. 

Odisha: Fishers seek Rs 10,000 a month to make up for 7-month fishing ban 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/odisha-fishers-seek-rs-10-000-a-month-

to-make-up-for-7-month-fishing-ban-79986 

 "Odisha‘s fishing community wants the state government to increase their monthly 

compensation during the seven-month ban on fishing from November 1, 2021, according to 

Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union (OTFWU). They demanded the amount to be raised to 

Rs 10,000 per month from the Rs 7,500 one-time payment they‘ve been receiving since 2018. 

Like every year, Odisha banned fishing by motorised vessels / trawlers within 20 kilometres of 

the shore along around 120 kilometres of its 480-km coastal stretch. The move aims to protect 

the endangered Olive Ridley turtles that congregate in the state for mass nesting (arribada) 

during that period.  The OTFWU also demanded:   1) Reduction of the ban period to five 

months from January   2) Reduction of ban area to 5 km from 20 km  3) Providing livelihood 

support to all the families that depend on fishing and related activities  The congregation area 

as well as buffer zones at the mouths of Dhamra, Devi and Rushikulya rivers as well 

Gahirmatha beach will be off-limits for fishers. Olive Ridleys feature in the Red List of 

Threatened Species by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). They 

surface on Odisha‘s beaches in large numbers to lay eggs.  

The state‘s traditional fisherfolk who are dependent on marine fishing, however, expressed 

their dissatisfaction over the prolonged ban on fishing and the meagre livelihood support 

provided by the government during the ban period. Till last year, the government provided Rs 

7,500 per family as a one-time livelihood support to 14,178 families in Ganjam, Puri, 

Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur, said Basant Kumar Sahu, deputy director of fishery (marine). 

Thousands of traditional fishermen, including the persons involved in fishing, selling and boat 

mechanics, will be sitting idle for seven months from November 1, he added.  ―We want all the 

families to be covered in the livelihood support of the government.‖ As many as 66 patrolling 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/odisha-fishers-seek-rs-10-000-a-month-to-make-up-for-7-month-fishing-ban-79986
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/odisha-fishers-seek-rs-10-000-a-month-to-make-up-for-7-month-fishing-ban-79986
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camps, including five off-shore camps, will be operated round the clock during the period to 

protect the turtles, their eggs in the rookeries. The authorities of Gopalpur Port and Dhamara 

Port were asked to provide necessary support for patrolling in the sea and berthing the vessels, 

according to official sources. The Odisha government also requested the coast guards to share 

real-time intelligence with the departments about any illegal fishing in the no-fishing zones.. 

The state fisheries department developed a mobile application to help the fishermen be aware 

of the no-fishing zones. They will get an alert when they enter into the prohibited areas, said 

Raghu G, secretary of the fisheries department. 

Odisha: Olive Ridley nesting: Mobile app to alert fishermen on no-fishing zones 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/olive-ridley-nesting-mobile-app-to-

alert-fishermen-on-no-fishing-zones/article37251963.ece 

 "With the mass nesting season of the endangered Olive Ridley sea turtles approaching, 

the Odisha Government in collaboration with the MS Swaminathan Research Foundation 

(MSSRF) has come up with a customised mobile application which would alert fishermen 

about the no-fishing zones in the vast waters of the Bay of Bengal. The Gahirmatha Marine 

Sanctuary has been declared a no-fishing zone off the Odisha coast. The offline Fisher Friend 

Mobile Application (FFMA) can be downloaded freely by fishermen and boat crew members to 

know the GPS locations and the boundaries of the zones. According to the Government, the 

app will not require any cellular coverage network and will work in offline mode in the outer 

sea. Each year, the turtles congregate near the Dhamara, the Devi, and the Rushikulya river 

mouths and along the sanctuary for mass nesting.  Additional features  ―The app also has 

additional features for providing fishing boats with near real-time information regarding 

weather, potential fishing zones, ocean state forecasts, disaster alerts and other information 

provided by the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information System (INCOIS), which will 

further strengthen the safety and security of the fishermen,‖ the Government said.  

The app would benefit more than 22,000 fishing boats including trawlers, motorised and non-

motorised boats which are plying from various harbours and fish landing centres involving 

more than 1.50 lakh active marine fishers. The Animal Resource Development Department said 

the marine fisheries sector has registered sustained growth with production reaching 1.72 lakh 

metric tonnes in 2020-21. The seafood exports to international markets have increased nine-

fold during the last 20 years from Rs.379 crore in 2000-01 to Rs.3, 243 crore in 2019-20 and 

the quantity of seafood export from 10,640 MT to 66,650 MT during the same period. Bhadrak, 

Rajnagar, Puri and Berhampur wildlife divisions have been kept in readiness for the 

conservation of the turtles this year.  Deployment of high-speed boats The Forest and 

Environment Department has decided to deploy five high-speed boats, along with 13 trawlers 

and support boats for chasing illegal activities. Last year, around 3.5 lakh turtles laid eggs in 

the Gahiramatha coast. While 38 trawlers were seized, 202 persons were arrested. Fishing by 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/olive-ridley-nesting-mobile-app-to-alert-fishermen-on-no-fishing-zones/article37251963.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/olive-ridley-nesting-mobile-app-to-alert-fishermen-on-no-fishing-zones/article37251963.ece
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motorised vessels and trawlers and mechanised techniques would be banned within 20 km from 

the specified coast of the sea comprising the congregation area and their buffer zones in the 

three river mouths. 

Odisha: App to keep vigil on fisherfolk to protect olive ridleys along state coast 

https://sambadenglish.com/app-to-keep-vigil-on-fisherfolk-to-protect-olive-ridleys-along-

odisha-coast/  

"Ahead of breeding season for olive ridleys, a mobile application has been developed to keep 

vigil on movements of fisherfolk to prevent them from entering the sites where the endangered 

sea turtles congregate for mass nesting along Odisha coast. ―The app will help the fishermen in 

identifying no-fishing zone and get an alert when they enter the prohibited area for fishing,‖ 

informed Odisha Fisheries Secretary R Raghu Prasad at a meeting virtually held on Oct 25.  

The State Government has completely banned fishing by motorised vessels or trawlers for 

seven months from November 1 till May 31 within 20 km from the coast in the river mouths of 

Dhamra, Devi and Rushikulya. Chief Secretary Suresh Chandra Mohapatra directed various 

departments to ensure efforts at the ground level in conservation of the olive ridleys. He 

directed all officers engaged in the conservation to download the mobile app trace location of 

fishing boats at these above sites. Chairing the virtual meeting of a high-level committee on the 

conservation of olive ridley, Mohapatra stressed on the need to involve all stakeholders, NGOs 

and local community in such measures. He requested the Coast Guard to share input with the 

State departments about illegal fishing. He also urged the Defence Research and Development 

Organisation, Dhamra, Gopalpur and Paradip port authorities to follow the black-out practices 

and light-deeming to save the endangered sea turtles. The port authorities were asked to 

provide necessary support for joint patrolling in the sea.   

At the meeting, it was decided that nesting activities of olive ridley turtles and thier mortality 

rate will be monitored through a web portal. The rookeries will be fenced to protect the eggs 

soon after mass nesting. As per the action plan for 2021-22, total 66 patrolling camp sites off 

Odisha coasts will be operated round the clock. At the meeting, Additional Chief Secretary 

(Forest) Mona Sharma said that four wildlife divisions — Bhadrak, Rajnagar, Puri and 

Berhempur — have been equipped with five high-speed boats, 13 trawlers and support boats to 

foil illegal activities in the sea. Sea turtles are as significant as other aquatic animals in marine 

ecosystems. They help maintain the health of coral reefs and sea grass beds. Olive ridley turtles 

— one of the species listed as vulnerable under the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) — congregate in large numbers at different river mouths along the Odisha coast 

for mass nesting every year. The turtles lay eggs mostly at the Gahirmatha beach in Kendrapara 

district, the Rushikulya river mouth in Ganjam district and the Devi river mouth in Puri district. 

An olive ridley usually lays about 120-150 eggs. The hatchlings come out of eggs in a span of 

45-60 days. 

https://sambadenglish.com/app-to-keep-vigil-on-fisherfolk-to-protect-olive-ridleys-along-odisha-coast/
https://sambadenglish.com/app-to-keep-vigil-on-fisherfolk-to-protect-olive-ridleys-along-odisha-coast/


Odisha News Articles 

82 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

Odisha: Government’s resettlement efforts accelerated by Earth Journalism Network 

grantee’s report on coastal erosion 

https://earthjournalism.net/program-updates/odisha-governments-resettlement-efforts-

accelerated-by-ejn-grantees-report-on-0 

 "In recent years, the coastal Indian state of Odisha has been severely impacted by climate 

change. Sea level rise along the Bay of Bengal, frequent cyclones and coastal erosion have 

destroyed homes and property. According to an assessment conducted by the National Centre 

for Coastal Research in India, Odisha alone has lost 28% of its 485 km coastline between 1999 

to 2016. Coastal communities in Odisha have faced coastal erosion for decades. A seminal 

study by the Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Services projected that sea levels 

along the Indian coast would rise from 3.5 inches to as much as 34 inches by the end of the 

century. In Odisha, climate change is already pushing communities more inland. But as sea 

levels continue to rise it is becoming increasingly difficult for residents to adapt. Still, 

policymakers have mostly been slow to respond. Then, in 2018, local authorities redoubled 

their resettlement efforts, not long after Priya Ranjan Sahu, an Odisha-based journalist, 

produced a story on the state‘s coastal erosion refugees with support from an EJN grant. ―In 

2002, Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik officially laid the foundation for a rehabilitation 

colony at Bagapatia in Kendrapara District.  

And the administration of Kendrapara district itself took eight years to acquire the land to 

resettle people in five villages. Meanwhile, the sea kept on eroding the coastline quite acutely 

near Satabhaya,‖ said Priya Ranjan Sahu in an interview with EJN. Sahu journeyed to 

Bagapatia, where villagers had begun to be resettled, and discovered communities still 

suffering. From previous reporting trips, he knew that 120 families were left homeless, yet to 

be relocated. Those who had moved to the new colony found it lacked basic infrastructure. ―I 

found that it was not just another climate change story. It was a human-centered story depicting 

the local life and daily struggle of coastal communities as a result of sea incursion every year 

on these people [in coastal populations],‖ he said.  ―Odisha‘s sea erosion crisis has been in the 

news since the 1999 Super Cyclone which destroyed much of Odisha‘s coastline, forcing 

residents to resettle on paddy fields further inland,‖ he said. ―Being a journalist from Odisha, I 

had been closely studying the situation of coastal villagers for quite a while; their continuous 

migration and how the local government failed to rehabilitate them.‖  

Community elders would recount that life began to change much earlier, when a devastating 

cyclone in 1971 wiped seven coastal villages off the map. The few villagers left behind moved 

farther from the coastline and gradually, five new settlements were formed. One of these was 

Satabhaya in Kendrapara district which translates to ‗seven brothers‘ in Odiya, named in 

memory of the seven villages lost to the encroaching sea. Unfortunately, by 2011 these five 

villages too were engulfed – what was left of Satabhaya was no longer conducive to habitation. 

https://earthjournalism.net/program-updates/odisha-governments-resettlement-efforts-accelerated-by-ejn-grantees-report-on-0
https://earthjournalism.net/program-updates/odisha-governments-resettlement-efforts-accelerated-by-ejn-grantees-report-on-0
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Sahu said that NGOs and local journalists like him ensure that this crisis continues to receive 

coverage in Odiya media. His story highlighted the continuous struggle of villagers who had 

lost 10–15 acres of their agricultural lands to the sea and had only been provided plots of 400 

square meters and 1.35 lakhs to build new homes in Bagapatia.  

In 2018, when Sahu revisited the colony for the EJN story, he saw that most families in 

Bagapatia could not find any livelihood opportunities there, and kept returning to what 

remained of Satabhaya village to graze their livestock. They told Sahu there is barely any 

grassland left for their animals to feed on because of the high soil salinity. The slow migration 

to the Bagapatia colony continues today. However, when Sahu‘s story was published in 

December 2018, it stirred a constructive dialogue among policymakers in the state government. 

In early 2020, Sahu learned from other local journalists and district administrations officials 

that the state government official had ordered the district collector he had interviewed to 

improve the infrastructure in the colony and build structures like a school, a primary health 

center and roads, as well as ensure the supply of drinking water and electricity in the 

rehabilitation colony of Bagapatia.  Sahu acknowledged the EJN grant helped him highlight the 

plight of coastal refugees to local policymakers in 2018.  

Although the issue garnered attention in Odiya media and regional newspapers, his stories, 

published by English media platforms such as Scroll and Down To Earth, likely helped drive 

lawmakers to action. Sahu says it was the combined effort of local journalists who produced 

several follow-up stories that made it difficult for authorities to continue to avoid the situation. 

―One story [alone] cannot bring the impact we wish for – there has to be a collective of local 

journalists repeatedly following up until it creates a snowball effect to create change,‖ he said. 

―Today, Bagapatia colonies have better infrastructure – they have a fair supply of electricity 

and water, and they also have a tube well in the colony,‖ said Ashis Senapati, a local journalist 

from Kendrapara District, who spoke to EJN about the ripple effects of Sahu‘s report.  

―Most of the families have since been relocated to Bagapatia, with 85 families relocated in the 

last two years,‖ said Senapati. Sahu agreed; he said the local government is making an effort to 

improve the existing infrastructure and has raised some concrete structures to address the 

enduring issue of waterlogging in the colony, which is built over swampland. ―After his story 

and multiple other regional stories on the same issue had surfaced, we were actively in touch 

with the district officials and other local NGOs who advocated for the resettlement issue for 

years. Last year in 2020, a meeting was organized by the Odisha State Disaster Mitigation 

Authority in collaboration with local NGOs such as Aaina and India Water Portal where they 

discussed resettlement plans for the remaining families to Bagapatia Colony and the need to 

build basic infrastructure as well as structures to mitigate the sea‘s incursion and strengthen 

resilience,‖ said Senapati. Various ―coping mechanisms for forthcoming disasters‖ were also 

discussed.  Finally, perhaps, coastal communities in the region can begin to heave a sigh of 

relief. Besides these two impactful stories on coastal sea erosion, Priya Ranjan Sahu produced 
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another story with support from EJN‘s Bay of Bengal story grant – on the water crisis in Puri. 

This story, too, resulted in action by policymakers. In his report, Sahu highlighted how rapid 

construction and encroachment in Odisha‘s main tourist hub was siphoning off the city‘s water 

supply.  

The State Public Health Department (PHD) officials also feared that Puri would exhaust its 

water resources in a decade if it continued to draw on only two aquifers (Baliapanda and 

Talabania). More than a decade in the making, the government‘s Rs 300-crore project to build a 

freshwater reservoir on the outskirts of Puri had failed to pipe water to most homes, Sahu 

reported. When his story surfaced, it reinvigorated Odisha government‘s decision to create a 

large lake to harvest rainwater for drinking purposes as part of its larger 'Puri Redesign Plan‘. 

Now, the government draws water from the Bhargavi river flowing near the town. The water is 

then channelized to a reservoir and then sent to a treatment plant at Samanga. There, it goes 

through several processes including chlorination before being sent through a network of pipes 

to 250,000 people. ―Right now, people are receiving clean drinking water in their homes 24/7, 

but how long is it going to continue? The Bhargavi River has begun to run dry for most of 

year,‖ said Sahu, who will continue to cover the issue. 

Odisha: Fishing ban from Nov 1 for conservation of olive ridleys 

https://sambadenglish.com/fishing-ban-in-odisha-from-nov-1-for-conservation-of-olive-

ridleys/  

"The Odisha government today decided to impose a ban on fishing by motorized vessels and 

trawlers in areas, where Olive Ridley turtles congregated, from November 1, 2021 to May 

2022. During a meeting chaired by Chief Secretary SC Mahapatra the Action Plan for 2021-22 

was discussed at Bhubaneswar today. Fishing by the motorized vessels, trawlers and 

mechanized techniques will be banned within 20 kms from the specified coast of the sea 

comprising sea turtle congregation area and their buffer zones in three river mouths namely 

Dhamara river mouth, Devi river mouth and Rusikulya river mouth. The regional conservator 

of forests would monitor the operations in their respective jurisdiction in close coordination of 

district administration, police and other concerned departments. One central monitoring unit 

will be set up in office of the Chief Wildlife Warden. Experts in the State High Power 

Committee on conservation of Olive Ridley stated Odisha model in preservation and growth of 

Olive Ridley sea turtles under the leadership of Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has proved as 

the best practice. The scientists like K. Sivkumar of Wild life Institute of India and Priyambada 

Mohanty ( Hejmadi) said, ―Odisha has contributed significantly towards preservation and 

growth of this endangered species.  Odisha model for conservation of the species has been 

applauded in international forums‖.  

Chief Secretary Mahapatra directed the departments of forest and environment, fisheries and 

animal resource development, police, marine police, coast guard and port authorities on Odisha 

https://sambadenglish.com/fishing-ban-in-odisha-from-nov-1-for-conservation-of-olive-ridleys/
https://sambadenglish.com/fishing-ban-in-odisha-from-nov-1-for-conservation-of-olive-ridleys/


Odisha News Articles 

85 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

coast to have concerted efforts at the ground level in conservation and nurturing of the Olive 

Ridley as a precious treasure of the nature. He said, ―As we have earned more experience and 

State is investing large amount of money for the purpose, we must deliver best in saving this 

species for the world community.‖ Mahapatra also directed to ensure strict enforcement of the 

conservation rules along the nesting coasts. The Coast Guard was requested to have real time 

intelligence sharing with the departments about any illegal fishing. The institutions like DRDO, 

Dhamara Port, Gopalpur Port and Paradeep port authorities were requested to follow the black-

out practices and light deeming to save turtles from possible delusion. They were asked to 

provide necessary support for joint patrolling in the sea and berthing of the vessels.   

There would be circle level monitoring mechanisms under the direct supervision of Regional 

Conservator of Forests (RCCF), Bhubaneswar, Berhampur and Baripada. Berthing places 

would be set up at Barunei, Gupti, Sasanapeta and Krushnapriyapur and Rajnagar for safe 

custody of the seized vessels. A total number of 66 patrolling camp sites including 61 on-shores 

and 5 off-shore camps would be operate round the clock. Each camp would be provided with 

VHF communication devices, mobile phones and required camping materials. There would be 

regular communication and intelligence sharing among coast guard, patrolling ship, and various 

camps and marine police. Armed police force would be deployed for patrolling and 

enforcement activities. Sporadic nesting activities of the turtles and their mortality would be 

monitored through a web portal under the title ‗manage.odishawildlife.org‘. Soon after mass 

nesting, the rookeries would be fenced to protect the nests and eggs. Patrolling along with 

watch and ward activities would be strengthened further. Additional Chief Secretary Forest and 

Environment Mona Sharma appraised that ―four wildlife divisions of the State namely 

Bhadrak, Rajnagar, Puri and Berhampur are in readiness for conservation operations this year.  

These divisions have been equipped with five numbers of high speed boats, along with 13 

trawlers and support boats for chasing the illegal activities in the sea.  PCCF Wildlife Sashi 

Paul appraised that last year around 3.5 lakh turtles laid eggs in Gahiramatha coast. Thirty eight 

trawlers were seized and 202 persons were arrested. Mass nesting took place at Gahiramatha 

between March 10 to 24. The Secretary Fisheries and Animal Resource Development R. Raghu 

Prasad said, ―In the meanwhile a mobile app has been developed for the fishermen and the 

officers at the ground level. The fisherman can see the no fishing zone in the app itself. They 

will also get an alert message when they enter to the no fishing area.‖ Chief Secretary 

Mahapatra directed all officers engaged in the conservation operation to download the app for 

asserting location of the fishing boats. Additional Chief Secretary Forest & Environment Mona 

Sharma, PCCF Head Sisir Kumar Ratho, PCCF Wild Life Sashi Paul, Expert Member 

Priyambada Mohanty ( Hejmadi), Coast Guard Commandant, Director wild life Institute, 

Deheradun, along with senior officers from concerned departments, DRDO, Paradeep, 

Dhamara Paradeep and Gopalpur ports participated in discussions. 
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Odisha: Plan to set up three new fish markets, modernise four existing ones in 

Bhubaneswar 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/plan-to-set-up-three-new-fish-

markets-modernise-four-existing-ones-in-bhubaneswar/articleshow/87223873.cms 

 "The fisheries department and the Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation (BMC) have 

joined hands to build at least three new modern fish markets in the city and modernise the four 

existing ones here. Earlier, the fisheries department had written to the BMC to prepare a 

detailed project report and to identify plots for the new fish markets. Both the fisheries 

department and BMC officials had also conducted a preliminary survey in this regard. The 

project will be funded by the fisheries department. BMC additional commissioner Laxmikant 

Sethi said they had visited Unit-IV, Rasulgarh and Badagada to look for suitable land and to 

see the condition of the existing fish markets, which are cluttered. ""Maintaining hygiene and 

sanitation in the fish markets is extremely important. Besides, there should be basic amenities 

for both the vendors and the customers. The markets should have uninterrupted water supply.  

A proper drainage and waste disposal system are two other important components of a modern 

fish market besides ample walking space for the buyers,"" he added. Apart from the permanent 

fish market buildings that are in need of a major revamp, there are markets where vendors keep 

changing their locations causing great inconvenience. Jayadev Vihar Square along the Crown 

Hotel road witnesses hundreds of fish vendors sitting under a tree. During the pandemic, they 

had to change many locations to prevent crowds and ensure that physical distance was 

maintained. This apart there are markets, which have been running for years along the roads. 

The BMC officials said they will request the general administration (GA) department to 

provide suitable plots for the setting up of the proposed fish retail outlets. 

Odisha: Trawlers in prohibited area on a fishing spree 

https://www.orissapost.com/trawlers-in-prohibited-area-on-a-fishing-spree/ 

 "Illegal fishing has been rampant in prohibited area along the coast under Mahakalpara 

block in Kendrapara. Hundreds of trawlers are now seen fishing inside Gahirmatha sanctuary in 

the evening time. By morning, these trawlers reportedly net huge quantities of fish. Fish is 

transported in hundreds of vans and trucks to Kolkata, Raipur, Balasore and Andhra Pradesh. 

When illegal fishing has been rampant in the prohibited zone marked for the marine turtles, the 

silence maintained by the forest department, the fisheries department, the marine police station 

and the Coast Guard has come into question. It was alleged that most of the trawlers engaged in 

fishing in prohibited area belong to people of Digha (West Bengal), Balasore, Bhadrak, 

Kasaphala, Dhamra and Balaramgadi.  

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/plan-to-set-up-three-new-fish-markets-modernise-four-existing-ones-in-bhubaneswar/articleshow/87223873.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/plan-to-set-up-three-new-fish-markets-modernise-four-existing-ones-in-bhubaneswar/articleshow/87223873.cms
https://www.orissapost.com/trawlers-in-prohibited-area-on-a-fishing-spree/
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Such fishing activities in prohibited areas have posed serious danger to Olive Ridleys. 

Environmentalists have expressed concern over such development. ―The ganj nets used by 

these trawlers for fishing are a major danger to the marine turtles,‖ said Samarendra Mahalik, 

an environmentalist.  Mahalik was shocked to see how trawlers have been allowed to fish 

inside the prohibited area. Conscious citizens like Laxmikant Swain, Subash Swain and Nirakar 

Swain have cast their doubts on the role of forest department, the fisheries department, the 

marine police station and the Coast Guard as illegal fishing goes on in the prohibited zone for 

the marine turtles. They have alleged that valuable fish varieties are caught in prohibited area 

and trawler owners earn big bucks, but the administration is taking no action against the 

trawlers. These trawlers should be seized, they added. One can see hundreds of trawlers fishing 

every day in Mahandi near Bahakud village. When contacted, IIC of Jambu marine police 

station Paresh Kumar Mohanty said information was received about entry of trawlers in the 

prohibited area. ―Action will be taken against the trawlers soon,‖ he assured. 

Odisha: Changing erosion, accretion pattern of Chilika Lake a threat to its biodiversity: 

Study 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/21/changing-erosion-accretion-

pattern-of-odishas-chilika-lake-a-threat-to-its-biodiversity-study-2373888.html 

 "Chilika Lake, the largest brackish water lake in Asia and the second largest coastal 

lagoon in the world, is both shrinking and expanding at an alarmingly high rate, posing a 

serious threat to its rich and unique biodiversity. The lagoon has experienced a remarkably high 

erosion rate of 19.87 metre per year and accretion of 16.91 metre per year from 1990 to 2020, a 

global study has found. The study on ecological ramifications of tropical storms along the 

Eastern Coast and shifting of tidal inlets of the lake revealed Chilika had an accretion pattern 

from 1990 to 2000 and erosion between 2000 and 2020. After 2000, the erosion was greater 

than the accretion. The shoreline observed net erosion in around five-year intervals from 2000 

to 2020, and net deposition from 1990 to 1995 and 1995 to 2000. The erosion rate which 

intensified from 2005 to 2011, was predominantly caused by two cyclones Bijli and Aila in 

2009. Researchers from four universities in India and Brazil studied the ecological impact on 

the lake. They observed the tidal inlets of Chilika Lake and the periods of opening, closing and 

shifting. Associate Professor of Berhampur University Manoranjan Mishra said the 

configuration of tidal inlets plays a critical role in the composition and richness of existing 

species in the lake.  

""The landfall of cyclonic storms modifies the morphodynamics of tidal inlet by 

opening/closing/shifting its mouth, disrupting the delicate balance of the lagoon‘s ecosystem. It 

also leads to disturbing the salinity gradient and can be detrimental to the health and survival of 

all the species that Chilika lake supports,"" Mishra, an author of the study said. The 

consequences of closing or narrowing down of the tidal inlets can be damaging as it would 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/21/changing-erosion-accretion-pattern-of-odishas-chilika-lake-a-threat-to-its-biodiversity-study-2373888.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/21/changing-erosion-accretion-pattern-of-odishas-chilika-lake-a-threat-to-its-biodiversity-study-2373888.html
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restrict entry of marine water and flushing out of freshwater besides sediment deterrence. The 

reduction in the diversity and constricted tidal inlet would likely influence the arrival of 

migratory birds and fish population and overall health of the lagoon affecting the livelihood of 

the dependent population.  Changing erosion and accretion pattern of Chilika a threat to its 

biodiversity  Lack of sediment supply by Mahanadi river, which is the source of fresh water, 

may have resulted in recent erosion along the Chilika shoreline. The river has been 

experiencing a progressive decline in sediment load due to construction of dams in its 

catchment areas. While the rising sea level is globally accelerating shoreline erosion, further 

reduction in sediment supply exacerbates the process, the study found.  

""The ecology and environment of the lagoon should also be investigated under multiple tidal 

inlet conditions to maintain the health of the lagoon ecosystem as the number of tidal inlets and 

their cross-sectional area may influence the salinity and sediment outflow from the lagoon,"" 

Mishra suggested. Chilika lake is one of the most dynamic shallow ecosystems of about 65 km 

long, spreading parallel to the coastline. It is fed by 52 rivers and rivulets and its area varies 

between 900 and 1,165 sq km during summer and monsoon, respectively. The lagoon was 

enlisted as threatened ecosystem in 1993 by the Ramsar Convention due to its changing 

ecological characteristics. However, it was removed from the list in 2002 after the successful 

restoration of the lagoon by the Chilika Development Authority (CDA). 

Odisha: Obituary: Ms. B. Chittamma, former President, Samudram Marine 

Fisherwomen’s Federation, passed away 

https://celebritiesdeaths.com/death-obituary-dead-news-ms-b-chittamma-former-

president-samudram-marine-fisherwomens-federation-passed-away-on-oct-10-from-

health-

complications/?fbclid=IwAR0vPWG3Y0fjXucAhWV7552iFuqKJcXd2OJwfjcDHMhbYle

GNdC4zVdq9wM 

 "―Ms. B. Chittamma, former President, Samudram Marine Fisherwomen‘s Federation, 

passed away on Oct 10 from health complications. Winner of UN Equator Initiative Award in 

2010 & Godfrey Phillips Bravery Award in 2011, she was a courageous voice of her 

community & of fisherwomen. 

Odisha: Hundreds of villages languish at the shores of the dying Sukapaika River 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/hundreds-of-villages-in-odisha-languish-at-the-

shores-of-the-dying-sukapaika-river-4331990.html 

 "Until the 70s, Bainshi Chandra Behera (65) had lived well off fishing in Bodhapur in 

Odisha‘s Cuttack district. He would ply his trade on Sukapaika, a distributary of Mahanadi, 

India‘s sixth-largest river. As Sukapaika began to die an unnatural death, Behera‘s sole source 

https://celebritiesdeaths.com/death-obituary-dead-news-ms-b-chittamma-former-president-samudram-marine-fisherwomens-federation-passed-away-on-oct-10-from-health-complications/?fbclid=IwAR0vPWG3Y0fjXucAhWV7552iFuqKJcXd2OJwfjcDHMhbYleGNdC4zVdq9wM
https://celebritiesdeaths.com/death-obituary-dead-news-ms-b-chittamma-former-president-samudram-marine-fisherwomens-federation-passed-away-on-oct-10-from-health-complications/?fbclid=IwAR0vPWG3Y0fjXucAhWV7552iFuqKJcXd2OJwfjcDHMhbYleGNdC4zVdq9wM
https://celebritiesdeaths.com/death-obituary-dead-news-ms-b-chittamma-former-president-samudram-marine-fisherwomens-federation-passed-away-on-oct-10-from-health-complications/?fbclid=IwAR0vPWG3Y0fjXucAhWV7552iFuqKJcXd2OJwfjcDHMhbYleGNdC4zVdq9wM
https://celebritiesdeaths.com/death-obituary-dead-news-ms-b-chittamma-former-president-samudram-marine-fisherwomens-federation-passed-away-on-oct-10-from-health-complications/?fbclid=IwAR0vPWG3Y0fjXucAhWV7552iFuqKJcXd2OJwfjcDHMhbYleGNdC4zVdq9wM
https://celebritiesdeaths.com/death-obituary-dead-news-ms-b-chittamma-former-president-samudram-marine-fisherwomens-federation-passed-away-on-oct-10-from-health-complications/?fbclid=IwAR0vPWG3Y0fjXucAhWV7552iFuqKJcXd2OJwfjcDHMhbYleGNdC4zVdq9wM
https://www.news18.com/news/india/hundreds-of-villages-in-odisha-languish-at-the-shores-of-the-dying-sukapaika-river-4331990.html
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of livelihood also dried up. He now works as a labourer for a Paradip-based fish trader. Once at 

the centre of the prosperity and rich cultural heritage of around 10 lakh people living along its 

27-km stretch, the river has turned into a curse for its riparian villages, thanks to the imprudent 

human actions, said Nrusingha Prasad Das (63), a resident of the same village. The river passes 

through 425 villages under 26 panchayats in three blocks — Cuttack Sadar, Nischintakoili and 

Raghunathpur — said Dr PC Rath (67), a renowned cardiologist and a native of Bodhapur. He 

talks about the decline of the fortunes of the people living there as if it were the ―death of a 

civilisation‖.  

―When a river dies, a civilization dies with it, and these 400 odd villages meet the same fate.‖ 

―The encroachers took the opportunity of the dry river bed where they began their illegal 

constructions leading to its siltation and complete death in the next couple of decades,‖ Dr Rath 

lamented. A concerned citizen and environmentalist, Rath is at the helm of the Sukapaika 

Bachao Abhiyan (SBA), the community initiative to revive the river and engages in advocacy 

with the government and bureaucracy.  Sukapaika originates and terminates within Cuttack 

district, running from Ayatapur village to Tarapur, said Smita Nayak, who has done extensive 

research on natural resources of the region, including water. In 1952, the government 

constructed, as a flood control measure, an embankment at Ayatapur. Five years later, around 

290 km upstream of it, the Hirakud dam in Sambalpur district and then, around 25 km upstream 

of it a barrage at Naraj in Cuttack district came up, said Nayak, who is also the director of a 

non-profit ―Orissa Rural Reconstruction Association (ORRA)‖ and working for livelihood 

enhancement of people affected by climate change and manmade disasters. These structures 

together were meant to control floods but they considerably reduced the water flowing into 

Sukapaika. Priya Ranjan Sahu, a senior journalist and an environmental activist based in 

Odisha said, ―According to studies, large dams tend to alter geography and hydrological 

regimes and they involve issues of control, power and political relations, social justice and 

equity. While Farakka, Baglihar, Almatti, Narmada are some examples, Hirakud dam is a fresh 

addition.  

While it has already altered the local environment and badly impacted the riparian 

communities, it is also instrumental in killing river Sukapaika around 290 km downstream.‖  

Fishing and farming livelihoods at risk ―The River is mostly dry. There is no water flowing 

through it now‖, said Ananta Mallick (66), a farmer of riparian Narada Goudagaon village 

under Praharajpur panchayat in Cuttack Sadar block. What little water there is is the remnants 

of rainwater, found in shallow, stagnant patches. Nrusingha Prasad Das (63) is a villager of 

Bodhapur that was home to 800-odd fishers who have lost their livelihood over the years and 

most of whom are working as migrant labourers. ―The river was rich with a variety of fishes 

like Rohi and Bhakura,‖ said Das reminiscing about his childhood when he had once teamed up 

with his neighbours to catch a huge Vecti fish weighing around 40 kg. It‘s not just the 

fisherfolk, but thousands of farmers are now unable to sustain agricultural activities, caught 
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between water scarcity, flooding and stagnation, said SBA secretary Roshan Rath, who also 

hails from Bodhapur.  

Water levels in the region have depleted considerably with the drying river. Almost all the 

ponds, wells and tube wells, which used to draw water throughout the year, go dry by January, 

said Das, adding that lift irrigation points of more than 50 villages downstream are lying 

defunct. The tube-wells that used to draw water at 100 feet have to go deeper, to as far as 300 

feet to get water. With the freshwater flow disrupted, salinity in the land and in water bodies is 

increasing rapidly even though the sea (at Paradip) is around 60 km away, Das said. The water 

from wells and tube-wells here is unfit for consumption due to excessive iron and arsenic 

content, he added.  On the other hand, according to Ananta Mallick (66), a farmer of Narada 

Goudagaon village, in his village and neighbouring Samantarapur village under Kishannagar 

panchayat, every year more than 1,000 acres of farmland remain submerged for around one and 

half months during the rainy season as there is no drainage channel. The crops decompose in 

the stagnant water.  

―Around four decades ago, my father used to harvest around 100 quintals of paddy and around 

three quintals of black gram and green gram every year when the river was flowing. Now, I 

hardly manage to harvest 10 quintals of paddy from the same land,‖ Mallick lamented. Rivers 

like Sukapaika, which originate from a river and rejoin the same river, have a natural rhythm 

that drains out excessive water, said Sahu. Unfortunately, the river that could have evacuated 

the flood water naturally became the victim of the shortsightedness of the government officials, 

he lamented. There is a proven risk in embankments. Sahu warned that if immediate measures 

are not taken to ensure free-flow of the river, nature might reclaim its drainage route and a Kosi 

flood-type situation may repeat here. In 2008, embankments on the river Kosi in Nepal gave 

way, believed to have been weakened by decades of silt deposition. The breach caused the river 

to change course and it shifted eastward by over 100 km. It flooded large swathes of Bihar and 

Nepal, displacing more than 3.5 million Indians. 

  

Odisha: Reeling under fuel price hike, fishermen in Odisha’s Kendrapara seek diesel 

subsidy 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/11/reeling-under-fuel-price-

hikefishermen-in-odishas-kendrapara-seek-diesel-subsidy-2370284.html 

 "Amidst rising fuel prices, the chorus for subsidised diesel is growing louder among 

marine fishermen who are already reeling under many hardships, unpredictable weather being 

one of them. The fishermen are demanding a waiver of VAT on diesel as it is no longer 

affordable to use mechanised boats in such a situation. Santosh Haldar (45), a marine fisherman 

of seaside Ramanagar village, said on each trip to the sea, he spends about 60 litre diesel. 

―Many fishermen cannot afford to venture into the sea anymore. While the cost of fuel is on the 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/11/reeling-under-fuel-price-hikefishermen-in-odishas-kendrapara-seek-diesel-subsidy-2370284.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/11/reeling-under-fuel-price-hikefishermen-in-odishas-kendrapara-seek-diesel-subsidy-2370284.html
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rise, fish prices remain the same,‖ he said. Sources said most fishing boats work collectively in 

groups of five to seven. The common practice is going to the sea in a group but only one boat 

returning to the shore with the haul to save fuel. Now, most fishermen are finding it difficult to 

cover expenses due to the high fuel price.   President of Odisha Marine Fish Producers 

Association (OMFRA) Sumanta  Biswal said the fuel price hike has pushed the State‘s fishing 

industry into a major crisis.  

This onslaught on fishermen comes at a time when they are already suffering from the steep 

price rise of essential commodities and the Covid-19 impact. ―As the fuel price is escalating, 

the cost of logistics service including ice and fishing equipment is also increasing. As a result, 

fishermen have to pay much more for every fishing voyage than before,‖ he said. States like 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat are providing subsidies on diesel to 

fishermen. But Odisha government is yet to do the same, Biswal said.  ―We have placed the 

demand before the State government several times in the past but to no avail. At least six lakh 

families eke out a living from fishing in the State through 1,500 trawlers and 5,000 motorised 

boats. We are planning to resort to an indefinite strike against fuel price hike and pressurise the 

government to provide subsidised diesel including exemption of VAT to fishermen,‖ he added. 

Trawler owner Ratikanta Das of Kendrapara said with diesel price reaching Rs 99 per litre, the 

fishing costs have gone up significantly. Especially, the high capacity offshore fishing boats are 

facing more difficulties because every voyage usually lasts four to five days. Owners of bigger 

boats are fearing huge losses due to the fuel price hike, he added. Contacted, Joint Director of 

Fisheries (Coastal) Pabitra Behera said, ―We have already written to the government to provide 

subsidised diesel to fishermen. Due to the Covid-19 crisis, the government is facing financial 

crisis that has led to the delay in providing the benefit to them. After the pandemic ends, their 

demands will be considered.‖ 

Odisha: Reeling under fuel price hike, fishermen in Kendrapara seek diesel subsidy 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/11/reeling-under-fuel-price-

hikefishermen-in-odishas-kendrapara-seek-diesel-subsidy-2370284.html  

"Amidst rising fuel prices, the chorus for subsidised diesel is growing louder among marine 

fishermen who are already reeling under many hardships, unpredictable weather being one of 

them. The fishermen are demanding a waiver of VAT on diesel as it is no longer affordable to 

use mechanised boats in such a situation. Santosh Haldar (45), a marine fisherman of seaside 

Ramanagar village, said on each trip to the sea, he spends about 60 litre diesel. ―Many 

fishermen cannot afford to venture into the sea anymore. While the cost of fuel is on the rise, 

fish prices remain the same,‖ he said. Sources said most fishing boats work collectively in 

groups of five to seven. The common practice is going to the sea in a group but only one boat 

returning to the shore with the haul to save fuel. Now, most fishermen are finding it difficult to 

cover expenses due to the high fuel price. President of Odisha Marine Fish Producers 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/11/reeling-under-fuel-price-hikefishermen-in-odishas-kendrapara-seek-diesel-subsidy-2370284.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/oct/11/reeling-under-fuel-price-hikefishermen-in-odishas-kendrapara-seek-diesel-subsidy-2370284.html
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Association (OMFRA) Sumanta Biswal said the fuel price hike has pushed the State‘s fishing 

industry into a major crisis.  

This onslaught on fishermen comes at a time when they are already suffering from the steep 

price rise of essential commodities and the Covid-19 impact. ―As the fuel price is escalating, 

the cost of logistics service including ice and fishing equipment is also increasing. As a result, 

fishermen have to pay much more for every fishing voyage than before,‖ he said. States like 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat are providing subsidies on diesel to 

fishermen. But Odisha government is yet to do the same, Biswal said.  ―We have placed the 

demand before the State government several times in the past but to no avail. At least six lakh 

families eke out a living from fishing in the State through 1,500 trawlers and 5,000 motorised 

boats. We are planning to resort to an indefinite strike against fuel price hike and pressurise the 

government to provide subsidised diesel including exemption of VAT to fishermen,‖ he added. 

Trawler owner Ratikanta Das of Kendrapara said with diesel price reaching Rs 99 per litre, the 

fishing costs have gone up significantly. Especially, the high capacity offshore fishing boats are 

facing more difficulties because every voyage usually lasts four to five days. Owners of bigger 

boats are fearing huge losses due to the fuel price hike, he added. Contacted, Joint Director of 

Fisheries (Coastal) Pabitra Behera said, ―We have already written to the government to provide 

subsidised diesel to fishermen. Due to the Covid-19 crisis, the government is facing financial 

crisis that has led to the delay in providing the benefit to them. After the pandemic ends, their 

demands will be considered.‖ 

Andhra Pradesh and Odisha: IMD predicts rainfall in these states as another cyclone may 

form in Bay of Bengal 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/imd-predicts-rain-in-these-states-as-another-

cyclone-may-form-in-bay-of-bengal-11633680434200.html 

 "The India Meteorological Department(IMD) in its latest bulletin a low-pressure area is 

very likely to form over north Andaman Sea around 10 October 2021. It is likely to become 

more marked and move west-northwestwards towards south Odisha and north Coastal Andhra 

Pradesh coast during subsequent 4-5 days. Different weather models have, however, created 

fear among the people as October is considered the 'cyclone month' for the state. Most of the 

major cyclones that hit Odisha coast took place in October. Sarat Sahu, a former director of the 

Met office, said while the present weather situation appears to be conducive for a cylcone, it is 

premature to say anything about it so early. A conclusion can be drawn only on October 13. 

The present director of the Meteorological Center, H R Biswas too said that nothing can be said 

about the possible cyclone now. ""One can make a forecast only after the formation of a low 

pressure,"" he said. Meanwhile, Southwest monsoon has further withdrawn from some more 

parts of Gujarat, most parts of Rajasthan, entire Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and Delhi, 

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/imd-predicts-rain-in-these-states-as-another-cyclone-may-form-in-bay-of-bengal-11633680434200.html
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/imd-predicts-rain-in-these-states-as-another-cyclone-may-form-in-bay-of-bengal-11633680434200.html
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Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and some parts of Uttar Pradesh 

and Madhya Pradesh today, the 08th October 2021.  

The withdrawal line now passes through Dwarka, Mehsana, Udaipur, Kota, Gwalior, Hardoi 

and Lat. 30°N/ Long. 81°E. Conditions are becoming favourable for further withdrawal of 

southwest monsoon from some more parts of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh 

during next 2 days.  Here is the weather prediction by IMD for the next five days:  08 October:   

Heavy to very heavy rainfall very likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

and heavy rainfall at isolated places over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim, Konkan 

and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, South Interior Karnataka, Rayalaseema and 

Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and squall (speed reaching 50-60 

kmph) very likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands and with lightning at 

isolated places over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim, Odisha, Assam and Meghalaya, 

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura, Chhattisgarh, West Madhya Pradesh, Konkan and 

Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathawada, south Gujarat state, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and 

Yanam, Telangana, Rayalaseema, Karnataka, Kerala and Mahe and Tamil Nadu, Puducherry 

and Karaikal. Squally weather (wind speed reaching 40-50 kmph) very likely over Eastcentral 

Arabian sea, Andaman Sea and adjoining Southeast Bay of Bengal.  

Fishermen are advised not to venture into these areas.  09 October:   Heavy to very heavy 

rainfall very likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands and heavy rainfall at 

isolated places over Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Rayalaseema and Kerala and 

Mahe. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and squall (speed reaching 50-60 kmph) very 

likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands and with lightning at isolated 

places over Odisha, Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathawada, south Gujarat state, 

Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Yanam, Telangana, Rayalaseema, Interior Karnataka, Kerala and 

Mahe and Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal. Squally weather (wind speed reaching 40-50 

kmph) very likely over Eastcentral Arabian sea, Andaman Sea and adjoining Southeast Bay of 

Bengal. Fishermen are advised not to venture into these areas.  10 October:    

Heavy rainfall very likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Konkan and 

Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Coastal and South Interior Karnataka, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and 

Yanam, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal and Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm 

accompanied with lightning and gusty wind (speed reaching 40-50 kmph) very likely at 

isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands and with lightning at isolated places over 

Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathawada, south Gujarat state, Coastal Andhra 

Pradesh and Yanam, Rayalaseema, Kerala and Mahe and Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and 

Karaikal. Squally weather (wind speed reaching 45-55 kmph) very likely over Andaman Sea. 

Fishermen are advised not to venture into these areas.  11 October:   Heavy rainfall likely at 

isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, 

Coastal and South Interior Karnataka, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Yanam, Tamil Nadu, 



Odisha News Articles 

94 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

Puducherry and Karaikal and Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and 

gusty wind (speed reaching 40-50 kmph) likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands and with lightning at isolated places over Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, south 

Gujarat state, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Yanam, Rayalaseema, Kerala and Mahe and Tamil 

Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal. Squally weather (wind speed reaching 45-55 kmph) likely 

over Andaman Sea and South Bay of Bengal. Fishermen are advised not to venture into these 

areas.  12 October:    Heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands, Konkan and Goa, Karnataka, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Yanam, Tamil Nadu, 

Puducherry and Karaikal and Kerala and Mahe. Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning and 

gusty wind (speed reaching 40-50 kmph) likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands and with lightning at isolated places over Konkan and Goa, Madhya Maharashtra, 

Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Yanam, Rayalaseema, Kerala and Mahe and Tamil Nadu, 

Puducherry and Karaikal. Squally weather (wind speed reaching 45-55 kmph) likely over 

Andaman Sea and South Bay of Bengal. Fishermen are advised not to venture into these areas. 

Odisha: Conservation of mangroves in Bhitarkanika to generate employment for locals 

https://sambadenglish.com/conservation-of-mangroves-in-odishas-bhitarkanika-to-

generate-employment-for-locals/ 

 "In the fight against climate change, German-based Government agency Deutsche 

Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) has come forward to conserve the 

mangroves and biodiversity of Odisha‘s Bhitarkanika National Park, the second-largest 

mangrove forest in the country. The agency will also provide livelihood support to COVID-19 

pandemic affected villagers around the national park under Indo-German Biodiversity 

Programme Green Recovery measures, said an official. Ambassador to the German agency 

Walter J Lindner had visited the tourist site recently. Worth mentioning, the country‘s 

unemployment rate surged to 27 per cent during lockdown. Loss of job and income owing to 

the nation-wide lockdown forced several migrant workers to return to their villages around 

Bhitarkanika. With decline in job opportunities, a large number of people started depending on 

extraction of already stressed natural resources like forests, wetlands and rivers.  

This has made agriculture and other natural resources-based production systems more 

vulnerable to climate change.  The project, supported by International Climate Initiative (IKI) 

of German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety 

(BMU), aims at supporting implementation of livelihood-oriented conservation and restoration 

activities and imparting training to community members on alternative sustainable livelihoods. 

Under the project, ecosystem-based sustainable livelihood measures like mangrove restoration, 

sustainable fisheries, handicraft-based activities and science-led horticulture, will be taken up at 

Bhitarkanika. Besides, skill and capacity development training on alternative and sustainable 

livelihoods like pond management, nursery raising, sustainable fisheries, and horticulture-based 

https://sambadenglish.com/conservation-of-mangroves-in-odishas-bhitarkanika-to-generate-employment-for-locals/
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livelihood will be held for local communities. Besides, training on skill upgradation for artisans 

and skill development for eco- tourism guides with help from local organisations, panchayat 

body members and SHGs will be held. 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh: Cyclone Gulab may have caused damages worth Rs.2,000 

crore 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-gulab-may-have-caused-damages-

worth-rs-2-000-crore-101633114418467.html 

 "The economic impact of cyclone Gulab that hit Andhra Pradesh and Odisha coasts is 

estimated to be around Rs.2,000 crore, with much of it being borne by farmers, according to 

RMSI, a global disaster risk management firm. ―Gulab is a very unique cyclone as it made 

landfall in AP, crossed large parts of India and moved out into the Arabian Sea over 

Maharashtra and intensified again,‖ said Pushpendra Johari, senior vice-president-

sustainability, RMSI. The bulk of the losses is estimated from agriculture (about 70%), 

followed by damages to buildings at about 20% (including 50% residential, 32% industrial and 

18% commercial), according to RMSI‘s assessments. Srikakulam and Vizianagaram districts in 

Andhra Pradesh and Ganjam and Gajapati districts in Odisha faced maximum winds due to 

Gulab while East Godavari, West Godavari, Guntur, Krishna, Prakasam, Srikakulam and 

Visakhapatnam districts in Andhra Pradesh saw floods. In Odisha, Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Puri, 

Jajapur, Jagatsinghpur, Baleswar, Khorda and Cuttack also saw flooding, according to RMSI. 

―The governments of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh proactively took measures to reduce impact.  

Odisha‘s chief minister Naveen Patnaik set a ‗zero casualty‘ target in the coastal districts of the 

state as the Odisha government evacuated as many as 3,049 people and shifted them to 204 

relief shelters. Forty-two teams of the Odisha Disaster Rapid Action Force and 24 squads of the 

National Disaster Response Force, along with about 102 teams of fire brigade personnel were 

dispatched to seven at-risk districts,‖ RMSI said.  

However, there are reports of several fishermen from both Andhra Pradesh and Odisha missing, 

despite early warnings issued by nodal agencies. And agriculture bore the brunt. ―Crop was in 

its final stages in Andhra Pradesh. Due to heavy rain, standing crop fell. There was a lot of 

water stagnation because of which other than paddy, all crops, including vegetables which were 

in flowering stages, are damaged. I think the loss is huge for farmers,‖ said GV 

Ramanjaneyulu, executive director, Centre for Sustainable Agriculture, Hyderabad. Gulab, 

though it did not intensify into a severe cyclone, came during the harvest season, compounding 

the effect of the cyclone. 

Odisha: Five fishermen rescued after fishing boat capsizes in Paradip 

https://ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/five-fishermen-rescued-after-fishing-boat-

capsizes-in-paradip  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-gulab-may-have-caused-damages-worth-rs-2-000-crore-101633114418467.html
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"Five fishermen were rescued after a fishing boat capsized at the sea mouth near Nehru Bangla 

at Paradip in Jagatsinghpur district on Monday. Reportedly, the fishermen were returning at 

around 12.30 PM today after catching some fish from the sea when the boat lost its balance and 

overturned. On getting information, some fishermen from the fishing harbour in Paradip rushed 

to the spot. They were able to rescue the fishermen and the boat. By the time the marine police 

reached there, all the fishermen had been safely brought to the land. 

Odisha: Fishermen stay off sea, boats anchored 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/sep/27/fishermen-stay-off-sea-

boats-anchored-2364254.html 

 "The fear of cyclone ‗Gulab‘ forced a large number of marine fishermen to anchor their 

boats at harbours and jetties in the coastal district on Sunday. Though many had returned to the 

shore on Saturday following the cyclone warning, fishermen were advised not to venture into 

the sea in wake of the impending storm. Additional director of fisheries (Marine) department, 

Kujang Manas Ranjan Sahoo said many boats had returned to the fishing harbours and jetties 

on Saturday. Only those boats that ventured into the sea a few days back are returning to shore. 

―We are warning fishermen through loudspeakers against venturing into the sea. The fisheries 

department will take action against fishermen who ignore the adverse weather warnings and 

venture into the sea,‖ he said. Sources said hundreds of fishing vessels are anchored at the 

jetties in Kharinashi, Jamboo, Talachua and other places of the district. In September so far, 

three low pressures have formed over the Bay of Bengal forcing fishermen to halt their 

activities in the sea for three weeks.  

President of Odisha Masyajibi Forum Narayan Haldar said, ―Now, cyclone Gulab will add to 

the miseries of fishermen as they won‘t be able to venture into the sea.  As a result, their 

livelihood would take a beating again,‖ he added. Parikhita Behera of the fishing village Tubi 

said the continuous bad weather this month has put fishermen in great difficulty. ―The Covid-

19 crisis coupled with the cyclone and unpredictable weather conditions has hit the livelihood 

of local marine fishermen. The State government should provide subsidy on diesel to fishermen 

to mitigate their plight,‖ demanded Behera. Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra, Goa, Gujarat, 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu are providing diesel subsidy ranging from `8 to `10 per litre to 

fishermen. But in Odisha, no such subsidy is available for fishermen who cannot afford to go 

out to sea anymore because of high fuel cost while the fish prices remain the same, claimed 

president of Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union Prasana Behera. 

Odisha and Andhra Pradesh: Cyclone Gulab: Two fishermen from Srikakulam district of 

Andhra Pradesh lost their lives while one another went missing as the cyclonic storm 

made landfall on Sunday evening 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/sep/27/fishermen-stay-off-sea-boats-anchored-2364254.html
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https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-gulab-3-dead-in-odisha-and-andhra-

pradesh-101632679062312.html 

 "Three people were killed in Odisha and Andhra Pradesh as Cyclone Gulab made landfall 

in the coastal region of the two states on Sunday evening, officials said. One person was swept 

away in Odisha‘s Ganjam district and two fishermen from Srikakulam district of Andhra 

Pradesh lost their lives while one another went missing as the cyclonic storm made landfall on 

Sunday evening. Special relief commissioner of Odisha Pradeep Jena said, ―After making 

landfall at 8.30 pm, the cyclone was moving towards Koraput and Malkangiri districts where it 

is expected to cause potential damage due to wind and rain. We are expecting widespread rains 

in Malkangiri, Koraput, Ganjam, Gajapati and Rayagada districts till tomorrow afternoon. 

There was no danger to any other coastal districts‖. In Ganjam district, a man was swept away 

in Gosaninuagaon block while three members of a family in Kharput block of Malkangiri 

district escaped narrowly from coming under a tree that fell on their house, the officer said. In 

Srikakulam of Andhra Pradesh, two fishermen in a boat died after five of the six fishermen fell 

in the sea off Mandasa coast due to strong waves. While three reached ashore safely and two 

others died, and one fisherman is still missing, officials said. One of the six called his village 

over phone and informed that their boat lost balance and five of his fellow fishermen were lost 

in the sea. Subsequently, his mobile phone too went silent, indicating that he too might have 

gone missing. The Andhra Pradesh fisheries Minister contacted the Navy authorities to carry 

out a rescue operation.   

The three north coastal districts of Visakhapatnam, Vizianagaram and Srikakulam had been 

receiving moderate to heavy rain under the influence of Gulab. Andhra Pradesh State Disaster 

Management Authority Commissioner K Kanna Babu reviewed the situation with the district 

Collectors and other officials in Visakhapatnam and directed them to be on high alert. He said 

NDRF and SDRF teams have been positioned in the three north coastal districts for rescue and 

relief operations. In Srikakulam district, 182 persons from Vajrapukothuru mandal have been 

moved to relief camps, according to the Collector L Srikesh Balaji Rao. Before the cyclone 

made landfall, around 39,000 people in Odisha‘s Ganjam and Gajapati district had been 

evacuated by the districts. Officials said people did not show interest for evacuation process as 

there have been comparatively less wind speed and rains. In Gajapati district, a road was sealed 

following landslides in a mountain. The East Coast Railway has cancelled 34 pairs of trains due 

to Cyclone Gulab. The ECoR has also rescheduled 13 trains and diverted at least 17 trains so 

far, according to its bulletins. ―In view of the forecast of heavy rain with cyclonic wind, all 

necessary precautions have been taken by ECoR,‖ it said. Meanwhile, the South Central 

Railway informed in a release that eight trains on the Vijayawada-Howrah route were diverted 

via Kharagpur, Jharsuguda, Bilaspur and Balharshah. Two other trains that were supposed to 

begin journey on Sunday, have been rescheduled for Monday. 

Odisha: Municipality sets up processing plant to recycle fish waste 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-gulab-3-dead-in-odisha-and-andhra-pradesh-101632679062312.html
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https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/odisha-municipality-sets-up-processing-plant-

to-recycle-fish-waste/2165785 

 "The fish waste will no longer be useless in Hinjili town in Odisha''s Ganjam district as 

the civic body authorities have set up a processing plant to recycle it into value-added products, 

mainly liquid fertiliser, an official said on Thursday. The composting unit will process the 

waste and produce fish amino acid, an organic compound used by farmers to increase yield, 

Hinjili Municipality executive officer Manoranjan Sahu said. ""Around 20-25 kg of waste is 

collected from fish markets in the municipality area every day, and its processing has been 

started on an experimental basis,"" he said. The fish amino acid would be produced after 21 

days of processing of the waste, he said, adding that around Rs 5 lakh has been invested to set 

up the unit and install two grinding machines. A nine-member women‘s self-help group has 

been trained to process fish waste, Sahu said. The civic body authorities are also exploring 

possibilities of processing chicken waste, he added. 

Odisha: High Court asks Centre to file affidavit on fishing vessel tracking 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/sep/23/orissa-high-court-asks-

centre-to-file-affidavit-on-fishing-vessel-tracking-2362644.html 

 "The Orissa High Court has directed the Central government to file an affidavit on 

installation of transponders in all mechanised fishing vessels and trawlers to track them in the 

sea for protection of the endangered Olive Ridley turtles on the Odisha coast. The court was 

hearing on Tuesday the PIL it had registered suo motu on February 23 on the high mortality 

rate of Olive Ridley turtles on the Odisha coast. The State government had informed the court 

that Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has agreed to send five transponders with 

technicians in the first phase for on board trials for field functionaries and stakeholders. The 

State Fisheries department had requested ISRO to integrate the geo-fencing coordinates of 

fishing ban areas in the transponders to give an alert to fishing boats during their movement in 

the turtle conservation areas. The State government said ISRO had also assured to provide a 

draft proposal for floating tender by the Directorate of Fisheries for procurement of 

transponders. The installation of the central monitoring unit process by ISRO would be 

undertaken along with the procurement process. Taking note of it, the division bench of Chief 

Justice S Muralidhar and Justice BP Routray directed the Centre to file an affidavit on the 

installation of transponders in all mechanised fishing vessels on the Odisha coast. ""The Court 

has fixed November 16 as the next date for hearing on the matter,"" Amicus Curiae Mohit 

Agarwal said. 

Odisha: First harvest of Indian Pompano fish in the state from marine cage culture 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/first-harvest-of-indian-pompano-

fish-in-odisha-from-marine-cage-culture/articleshow/86369823.cms 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/odisha-municipality-sets-up-processing-plant-to-recycle-fish-waste/2165785
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 "For the first time, Indian Pompano, marine fish species, were harvested in the state from 

marine cages cultivated off Bahabalapur in Balasore district. The marine cages were created by 

the ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) with the help of the National 

Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) for cultivation of the fish species on pilot basis. Around 

12,000 advanced fingerlings of Indian pompano were stocked in seven cages in the marine cage 

farm off Bahabalapur on August 8. These fingerlings were released in the offshore cages by 

Balasore MP Pratap Chandra Sarangi. NFDB has funded this pilot project. Each cage received 

between 1650 and 1700 fingerlings. Average body weight of these fingerlings was 50 grams. 

―After incessant rain during the second week of this month, flood water entered into the sea. 

The entry of land pollutants into the marine environment increased the levels of suspended and 

dissolved solids and the oxygen demand tremendously. As a result, dissolved oxygen contents 

decreased in and around the cages and it compelled us to harvest early,‖ said Gyanaranjan 

Dash, a CMFRI scientist.   

Harvest was done on Saturday, 40 days after stocking the fingerlings. More than 1.7 tonnes of 

production were achieved from an initial biomass of 0.59 tonnes, indicating a close to threefold 

increase within a period of 40 days. ―Survival was 87 percent and average body weight at 

harvest was 170g. Daily weight increment was three grams,‖ said the scientist. Dash said they 

had not seen such daily growth increments earlier. ―This maiden experimental demonstration of 

Indian Pompano farming in offshore cages will help the state for enhance productivity from 

marine cages. This tasty fish has demand in the market. Farmers can get good profit from this 

marine cage culture,‖ he added. Dash said they have a plan to set up eight more marine cages in 

October and 15 more in November. ―After November, we could have created 30 marine cages 

off Bahabalapur coast for the demonstration and cultivation of Indian Pompano. Farmers will 

learn from us and take up this cage farming in the marine ecosystem in future,‖ he added. 

Odisha: Outmigration in Paradip owing to unemployment 

https://www.orissapost.com/outmigration-in-paradip-owing-to-unemployment/ 

 "Absence of work opportunities has led to an exodus of people, mostly daily wagers, 

from the port town of Paradip, a report said. The migration is stated to have started from March 

2020 and continuing till now. The matter came to the fore after several people stopped taking 

their monthly quota of rice and wheat through ration cards under National Food Security Act. 

The number of ration card beneficiaries has started declining after the start of Covid pandemic. 

Both the Centre and state government have announced Paradip as the economic gateway of the 

state time and again. Both have been drawing rosy pictures of employment and infrastructure 

development for people in the port town. However, the reality has been laid bare with the 

migration of people to other parts of the country from here. Around 116 families have left 

Paradip within a year. Their names have been struck off from the ration card list after they 

stopped lifting their quota of rice and wheat. Recently, the supplies department has started 
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verifying the list of around 300 families that have stopped receiving rice and wheat through 

their ration cards. The name of these beneficiaries will be permanently struck off from the 

ration card list if they or their family members do not lift rations within a month. The majority 

of the beneficiaries whose names have been struck off from the ration card list are outsiders and 

non-Odias. Lack of work opportunities for the daily wagers is stated to be the reason behind the 

migration of people from the port town.  

Moreover, the Paradip fishing harbor, which is a major fish landing and business centre, is 

passing through a very bad phase.  As a result, many fishermen are shifting their base to 

Andhra Pradesh due to lack of work. According to reports available from the Paradip 

Municipality and Civil Supplies department, the population of Paradip has declined during last 

three decades. According to 1991 census, the population of port town was 49,255 which later 

increased 73,625 in 2001. However, according to 2011 census the population of the port town 

again got reduced to 68,310 in 2011 census. Meanwhile no census work has taken place in 

2021 due to Covid pandemic. It is apprehended that there will be sharp drop in population 

figure if the census work takes place in the port town. According to sources, there were 4,500 

employees working earlier in Paradip Port. However, the number has reduced and is now 

limited to only 600 employees. Similarly, the number of ration holders in the town was 8,452 

by March, 2021. Recently, the list is left with only 540 beneficiaries under Antyodaya Anna 

Yojana who are drawing their food stocks under Centre and state food security schemes. As 

many as 25 dealers have been appointed to supply food stocks to the beneficiaries. According 

to rules of food supply department, if any beneficiary fails to take his/her food stocks for a 

consecutive period of three months then their names will be automatically struck off from the 

list. When contacted, Bibek Mohanty, district civil supplies officer said if a beneficiary does 

not take his food stock then it can be known online. According to information available from 

the dealers, many beneficiaries have sold off their houses and shifted elsewhere due to lack of 

work opportunities while many have been transferred. 

  

Odisha: Flood plays spoilsport for cage fish farming in Balasore 

https://www.orissapost.com/flood-plays-spoilsport-for-cage-fish-farming-in-balasore/ 

 "Low pressure triggered rainfall and the subsequent flood has played spoilsport for cage 

fish farming near the Bahabalapur fish landing centre under Sadar block in Balasore district, a 

report said. Incessant rainfall coupled with the flood muddied the sea water and increased its 

salinity, following which the fisheries department harvested the fish within a period of 40 days, 

much before the designated period of three months. However, this has not deterred the 

department or the fishermen as they plan to cultivate more fish in 22 cages after a month. The 

department had cultivated around 5.5 quintal of pompano fish fingerlings in cage fishing 

method but got only 16 quintal due to premature harvest. The fish after their harvest were 

auctioned at Rs 127 per kg. Reports said that cage fish farming involves this newer method of 
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growing fish in existing water resources by means of an enclosed net or cage which allows free 

flow of water. It is an aquaculture production system made up of a floating frame, net materials 

and mooring system. Fish farming in marine cages is providing a ray of light for many 

fishermen who are reeling under dwindling catches coupled with the rising operational cost of 

vessels and environmental degradation.   

Fishermen are getting attracted to cage aquaculture because of the huge profit margin in the 

cultivation. The cage aquaculture had been taken up in the area by National Fisheries 

Development Board and Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI). The project was 

inaugurated at Bahabalapur by Pratap Chandra Sarangi, former Union Minister of Fisheries, 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying, January 10. The project was taken up as a pilot project and 

the former Union minister launched the project by releasing 1600 Indian Pompano fingerlings 

weighing 50 grams each in eight cages, August 7. The fish are allowed to grow for a period of 

three months and then harvested. However, the fishes were harvested much earlier after the 

incessant rainfall and flood played spoilsport. Subhadip Ghosh, Gyanaranjan Das, Biswajit Das 

from CMFRI and Manas Sinha from NFDB, marine fisheries officer Nalinikanta Das, 

fishermen and fish traders were present during the harvest. 

Odisha: Boat capsizes in river, 2 fishermen feared drowned 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/boat-capsizes-in-odisha-river-2-

fishermen-feared-drowned.html 

 "Two fishermen were feared drowned while five others were rescued after their boat 

capsized due to strong current in Mahanadi river mouth on Sunday, police said. The incident 

happened when the seven fishermen were returning from the deep sea, a senior officer said. The 

boat 'Maa Ramachandi-98' lost balance and capsized in Mahanadi river mouth near Paradip 

after it was hit by high tide and strong current due to flood in Odisha, he said. The two, who 

went missing, are hailing from Sandhakud area of Paradip, and five others were rescued by 

fishermen in another boat, the police officer said. The Coast Guard personnel and fishermen of 

other vessels have launched a search operation for the missing persons. 

Odisha: Backwaters woes for Kujang villagers near Paradip after heavy rains 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/sep/16/backwaters-woes-for-

kujang-villagers-nearodishas-paradip-after-heavy-rains-2359494.html 

 "The torrential rains have stopped but not the sufferings of people in five panchayats of 

Kujang block. They have been waterlogged since Sunday with backwaters from the sea yet to 

be drained out. Located 10 km away from the sea, these panchayats have a population of 

30,000 people. Due to incessant rains, backwaters entered the villages on Sunday. Locals 

alleged that a road constructed by IOCL and installation of bamboo fishing nets in two creeks 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/general-news/boat-capsizes-in-odisha-river-2-fishermen-feared-drowned.html
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close to Paradip Refinery have been blocking drainage of backwaters. Paradip Refinery had 

constructed a four-km road from the north direction of the facility to the south - passing 

through two creeks - for movement of its vehicles. The road is located on the rear side of the 

refinery. Besides, many fishermen of the block have erected bamboo fences in the creeks for 

fishing which are also blocking flow of water into the sea.  

On Tuesday, Sarpanch of Mangrajpur Purnima Tripathy and her Gopikuda counterpart Nandini 

Panda met IOCL and Revenue department authorities seeking their intervention. Subsequently, 

a team of Paradip refinery officials led by GM Dharmesh Chaudhury visited the spot and found 

out that the road was blocking release of backwaters into the sea.  Though villagers had 

demanded to cut the road by 250 metre which could facilitate easy flow of backwaters, IOCL 

authorities cut only 15 ft (4.5 metre) in the middle of the road. IOCL officials refused to 

comment.Similarly, bamboo fences in the creeks are yet to be removed by the district 

administration.Kujang Tehsildar Pritiparna Mishra said many of the bamboo fences have been 

installed illegally and it is the responsibility of the Irrigation wing officials to remove them to 

prevent flooding.  Villagers swept away  Jagatsinghpur: District Fire Officer (in-charge) Kartik 

Biswal informed that two persons of Jagatsinghpur district including a woman have been swept 

away in Mahanadi River in the last two days. Umesh Mohanty of Jadtira village under Tirtol 

police limits was swept away in the river on Wednesday while Charulata Rout of Kaduapada 

village under Jagatsinghpur police limits drowned on Tuesday. They are still missing. 

Odisha: 2 killed in house collapse, tidal ingress sparks panic in Kendrapara 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/sep/14/2-killed-in-house-collapse-

tidal-ingress-sparks-panic-in-odishas-kendrapara-2358467.html 

"Incessant rains for the last three days threw life out of gear in the coastal district even as two 

persons were reportedly killed after their mud houses collapsed on Sunday night, September 

12, 2021. Narmada Prusti (64) of Dihasahi village under Derabishi block and Abhaya 

Mohapatra (62) of Badabetera in Garadapur died after mud walls of their houses caved in at 

around midnight. Their bodies have been sent to the district headquarters hospital for autopsy. 

There were reports of many houses collapsing across the district due to the heavy rains. The 

downpour inundated low-lying areas and people were confined to their homes at Fakirabad, 

Ranapada, Dilarapur, Kakata, Badahat, Santasahi and other localities in Kendrapara town. 

Several by-lanes and roads remain submerged in stagnant rainwater.  

Panic gripped coastal pockets of the district after tidal waves hit the seaside villages causing 

extensive damage to agriculture fields in Mahakalapada and Rajnagar blocks. Sources said tidal 

waves transgressed the weak saline embankments at several points inundating crop areas in 

Praharajpur, Olasahi, Sasanapeta, Naukana, Gupti, Bheda, Talachua, Rangani, Suniti, 

Amarabati, Gumara, Rajendranagar, Pravati, Banipala, Batighar, Badatubi, Sanatubi and other 

villages.   The strong winds accompanying the rain forced a large number of fishermen to 
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remain anchored at the fishing harbours. Ranjan Behera (45), a fisherman of Kharinashi village, 

said, ―We have not ventured into the sea since Saturday due to the low pressure-induced strong 

waves in the Bay of Bengal. The Mahanadi river mouth also remained turbulent making 

navigation difficult even for seasoned fishermen.‖ Additional Director of Fisheries (Marine) 

department, Kujang Manas Ranjan Sahoo said the authorities have warned fishermen against 

venturing into the sea during bad weather conditions. The Fisheries department will take action 

against fishermen who are found ignoring adverse weather warnings. Around 10,000 rain-

affected people have been shifted to cyclone shelters and educational institutions and provided 

free food. District emergency officer Sambeet Satpathy said the administration has directed all 

block development officers to submit a report on saline ingress in seaside villages. 

Odisha: Malkangiri’s successful fishpreneur, the story of Anand Malakar 

https://ommcomnews.com/odisha-special/malkangiris-successful-fishpreneur-the-story-of-

anand-malakar 

 "Catfish or ‗Magur Macha‘ is a popular delicacy in different parts of Odisha, West 

Bengal and Andhra Pradesh. Especially, if this variety of fish is bred at countryside locations 

naturally, the taste amplifies and so does the demand. Anand Malakar, a native of MV-45 

village in the district has taken up Magur farming in his own pond. With the support and 

technical assistance of Atish Mahendra Mane, Fisheries Scientist, Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 

Malkangiri, Malakar was successful in deriving a high yield.  With a low investment of around 

Rs 4,000 to 5,000, Malakar‘s pond produced more than 1 lakh fishes in the first phase. The 

price of each fish is around Rs 40 to 50, which meant good profit for the Malakar in the 

ongoing season. Senior Scientist Samir Ranjan Das, provided guidance in the project. The story 

of Malakar is not only an example of a successful fishpreneur, it also reflects efforts of 

scientists towards saving an endangered specie, said locals. His story has inspired many in the 

district and people are showing interest in fish farming, especially the Magur breed, the 

scientists said.  ―During the last two years, when we had no work, I decided to work on a 

country-fish. We received a lot of support from our scientists. We were amateurs but today we 

have managed to get fair amount of success in the trade,‖ said Malakar. Atish Mahindra Mane, 

the Subject Matter Specialist at OUAT said that he identified the farmers‘ problem and held 

meetings with senior scientists. ―Desi Magur was an option for the locals. I visited some areas, 

spoke to Anand Malakar and encouraged him to start with Desi Magur farming.‖ ―This is a 

proud moment and achievement for our district and Department,‖ added Mane. 

Odisha: Fishing harbourin Balasore awaits environmental clearance 

https://www.orissapost.com/fishing-harbour-in-balasore-awaits-environmental-clearance/  

"Balaramgadi near Chandipur in Balasore district is known as the second largest fishing centre 

in Odisha. Varieties of fishes are caught on a daily basis. A major portion of the catch is 
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exported. Over 1.5 lakh fishermen and traders, depend on this fishing centre for their 

livelihood. There has been a proposal to upgrade this centre into a fishing harbour. However, 

the ambitious project has remained a non-starter due to lack of environmental clearance. The 

proposed harbour, once it gets the necessary clearance will come up near the Kasaphal fishing 

base at Bahabalpur. Fishermen have been demanding the setting up of the harbour for a long 

time. The district association of fishermen submitted a memorandum to Chief Minister Naveen 

Patnaik in 2016 for a fishing harbour. The Central Institute of Coastal Engineering for Fishery, 

Bangalore, then carried out field investigation for preparation of the technoeconomic feasibility 

report, including the detailed project report, for the project, in 2017. The pre-feasibility study 

for the proposed project was conducted by the Fisheries department and brought relief to 

people involved in the fishing sector.   

A tender was then floated for the project. However, two years passed by without any further 

development. Now contractors are not keen to take up the job as cost of the materials has gone 

up in these few years. A new estimate for the project was worked out and a fresh tender was 

floated. However, till date, the project has not got environmental clearance. A total of 407 

trawlers and 200 motorised boats are engaged in the Balaramgadi area. Owing to the absence of 

a jetty or a harbour, most of the vessels prefer to trade the catch at Digha in West Bengal and 

not at fishing centres in Balasore. Badal Das, president of Matsyajibi Sangh said, ―There is an 

urg ent need of a harbour. Fishermen face a lot of difficulties due to its absence. They have to 

go to Digha for trading. As a result, the government incurs huge revenue losses.‖ As the fishing 

habrour is getting delayed, there is a plan to construct a pucca pindi at a cost of Rs 1 crore. The 

Collector will send the proposal to the Odisha government.  After the government sanctions 

funds for the pindi, the fishermen will not have to go to Digha to sell fishes. For the 

Balaramgadi project, 55.01 acres of land had been allotted to the fisheries department August 

14 and an estimated budget of Rs 48 crore has been earmarked for it. Former MP Rabindra Jena 

said that the state government has laid stress on the development of the proposed fishing 

harbour. After environmental clearance, it will be set up, he added. District Fisheries officer 

Pradip Ghose said that the land for the fishing harbour has been identified while DPR is being 

prepared. A fish sale centre at a cost of Rs 1 crore will be set up, he informed. 

Odisha: An Ecological disaster is waiting to happen 

https://swarajyamag.com/economy/an-ecological-disaster-is-waiting-to-happen-in-odisha-

heres-why 

 "The world famous Bhitarkanika mangrove forests of Odisha are now under severe threat 

due to planned diversion of fresh water from the Brahmani river basin. Though a notified 

Ramsar Convention wetland, the state government has ignored the need to conserve it for 

posterity. Without fresh water, no mangrove ecosystem can survive in the world. Fresh water 

mixes with seawater near the lower end of the Brahmani and Kharasrota rivers to produce 

https://swarajyamag.com/economy/an-ecological-disaster-is-waiting-to-happen-in-odisha-heres-why
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brackish water — ideal for mangroves.Brackish water is also high in nutrients for a variety of 

life forms like crustacean, fish, aquatic flora and water birds. Bhitarkanika records seven 

species of Kingfisher — due to the salinity gradient of its water — who would abandon the 

area if the water turns completely saline. Mangroves, which grow in brackish water, are very 

sensitive to changes in salinity. The Talcher-Angul coal mines, steel and power plants as well 

as the Kalinga Nagar steel and power hub are drawing enormous quantities of fresh water from 

the Brahmani river. Once the Rengali Irrigation canals are completed, more water shall be 

diverted, leaving almost no fresh water for downstream areas. Abundant supplies of fresh water 

are needed by the Kalinga Nagar Industrial hub. Steel units like Jindal Stainless, Tata Steel, 

Mesco, Bhusan, and NINL that are situated downstream of Samal Barrage with a total capacity 

of 25 million tonnes are drawing water from the Brahmani. Steel making requires enormous 

quantities of water and for every tonne of finished steel, 100,000 cubic metres of water is 

required.  

The total live storage capacity (LSC) of Rengali Reservoir is 4,400 million cubic metres 

(mcum).  Rengali canals shall require 3,450 mcum. Large industrial users like NTPC, NALCO, 

Mahanadi Coalfields, and JSPL shall draw 454 mcum from the Samal Barrage in Angul 

district. Additional 414 million cubic metres shall be drawn from Kharasrota (distributary of 

Brahmani River) at Jokadia barrage to meet the water needs of the Kalinga Nagar industrial 

complex. Thus, against an available 4,400 mcum of fresh water stored by Rengali Reservoir 

4,318 million cubic metres — that is almost equal to the available water supply — shall be 

withdrawn from the river, said Wildlife Society of Odisha Secretary Biswajit Mohanty. The 

state government claims that only 105 million litres shall be withdrawn for the mega drinking 

water project. Even this, however, will affect the sensitive water balance. The government 

should consider other sources of fresh water. Hadgarh Reservoir on the Salandi river or the 

newly built Kanpur barrage on the Baitarani river are potential sources to meet the 

requirements of Bhadrak district.  

The mega drinking water project on Kharasrota shall hasten the water shortage since there shall 

be hardly any water to spare once the Rengali canals are fully operational. These rich mangrove 

forests spread over 195 sq.km have a high level of biodiversity since 62 of the world‘s 73 

mangrove species are found here. They are also the habitat for more than 1,600 saltwater 

crocodiles as well as breeding grounds for fish, crabs and shrimps. Nutrients from this area are 

flushed out to the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary which attracts the world‘s largest population 

of Olive Ridley sea turtles for congregation and nesting. Nearly half a million turtles arrive here 

every winter. Without the mangroves, the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary will become a ―marine 

desert ‖ and lose its richness and diversity of marine life.  The reduction in water flow will lead 

to drastic changes in the water regime of Bhitarkanika mangroves as there shall be acute 

shortage of fresh water. Sundarbans mangrove forests were drastically affected after Farakka 

Barrage was commissioned since the famous Sundari trees disappeared soon after. In a bad 



Odisha News Articles 

106 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

monsoon year, the situation will be catastrophic for the mangroves. The water availability at 

Jokadia is drastically reducing every year. It was only 98.56 cusecs in April 2003 compared to 

231.66 cusecs in April 1999 — a decrease of nearly 58 per cent in just four years. Lack of 

normal flow of fresh water will increase saline ingression upstream.  

This shall affect the local flora and fauna as well as the livelihoods of farmers and fishermen 

dependent upon Brahmani and Kharasrota waters. Similarly, commercially important species 

like fresh water shrimp, mullets, mud crabs and bhekti are expected to disappear, leading to a 

decline in incomes of thousands of fishermen of Kendrapara district. There shall be a quantum 

jump in man–crocodile conflict since the estuarine crocodiles shall leave the core sanctuary 

area and migrate upstream once salinity increases. Crocodiles may move up the river 

Dhenkanal district. Many local people are likely to be attacked by the saltwater crocodiles 

while bathing in the Brahmani and Kharasrota rivers. The state government has not yet 

revealed how it plans to ensure adequate flow of fresh water in the Kharasrota and Brahmani 

rivers that feed Bhitarkanika once the Rengali canals start drawing water. The water supply is 

not limitless and the priority should be for drinking and irrigation. The ―ecological flow‖ of 

fresh water to ensure the health of mangroves of Bhitarkanika should also be maintained. 

Odisha: Nila Madhab Panda’s ‘Kalira Atita’ to stream on OTT 

https://sambadenglish.com/nila-madhab-pandas-kalira-atita-to-stream-on-ott/ 

 "Yet another ingenious creation of internationally acclaimed filmmaker Nila Madhab 

Panda, ―Kalira Atita‖, meaning yesterday‘s past, focuses on rising sea levels induced by 

climate change. It is a story of Saatbhaya, a cluster of seven villages, in coastal Odisha that 

have been gobbled up by the rising sea. The recent Assessment Report of the Working Group I 

of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has warned of threats posed by sea 

level rise for coastal areas among others. With this film, Panda — who has earlier made films 

such as ―Kadvee Hawa‖ on how the poor farmers face the vagaries of nature and ―Halkaa‖ 

about open defecation free India — makes debut in Odia, his mother tongue. Odisha bears the 

brunt of severe cyclones year after year. The film that won the national award for the Best Odia 

Film for 2019, has already been screened at multiple international film festivals and now, it is 

headed for the 12th Annual Chicago South Asian Film Festival. As the film readies to hit the 

OTT platforms — it releases on September 3 on MX Player and MUBI, we caught up with 

Panda:  Excerpts from the interview:  Q: What prompts you to choose topics for your films that 

are of the beaten track, not run of the mill stories?  A: I don‘t believe in the day-to-day mill. As 

an artist, I draw my stories mostly from pain, suffering. May be my own suffering or that of 

someone else‘s that one has seen.  

Whether my child and I stay in Delhi and face air pollution or face cyclones every now and 

then in Odisha, you are witness to so much suffering. For instance, the story of this film. It is a 

story about seven villages gobbled up by the sea. The villages‘ civilisation is wiped off. And 

https://sambadenglish.com/nila-madhab-pandas-kalira-atita-to-stream-on-ott/
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despite it, if you cannot think of telling that story, you are not a human. These are my own 

suffering, my own sorry. You calculate only deaths (in such tragedy), so I have no option but to 

tell you the story of the suffering behind it.  Q: Why did your film take about a decade to 

complete?  A: No, it took me 13 years to complete this. When I first went to the spot in 2005-

06, only 3 of the seven villages were remaining. I had been tracking it for 13 years. In a decade 

or so, the entire civilisation was wiped out. Then I realised this story cannot be told in a 

documentary format, it needs a wider canvas; let me tell it as a fiction. Then I got the hook for 

fictionalising it.  Q: Actual shooting took how much time?  A: Just 35 days.  Q: What was the 

prompt for the feature film — was the medium suitable to showcase submergence of seven 

villages on a film screen or you thought a feature film will take the message to the masses more 

effectively?  A: I had to tell an emotional film, it could have been a documentary, it could have 

been feature film. I thought, if I share the grief of the protagonist by way of a feature film, it 

will touch people more.  

Ease of medium helps.  Q: Did you shoot at the actual location or someplace else? How did you 

go about the film story and shooting?  A: Characters are fictional, but the locations are the same 

and nearby places. A unique thing about this film is that this is my first film where I did not 

have any script. I just had one character, took him to the spot and started shooting. I only had a 

one-line story, ‗A man whose family, whose village has been gobbled up by the sea, he realises, 

he also needs to go into the sea and waits for the cyclone.‘ He feels there is a different world 

out there; he also wants to join his people there.  Q: What was the response from your actors, 

especially the protagonist?  A: It was very hard for Pitobash Tripathy. I took him directly to a 

jungle and made him sit there. No character outline, no script, nothing. He and I started 

developing that character step by step, it evolved slowly.  Q: What kind of research have you 

brought in here, especially cyclone related?  A: There are a lot of things. But most importantly, 

I have been tracking the village, that area for 13 years and have seen it literally going 

underwater. The handpump in the middle of the village — we drank water from it in 2006 — is 

now in the sea, what else do you want? Of course, there is academic research too. The IPCC 

(Intergovernmental Panel for Climate Change) report that tells us the ‗Code Red‘ warning for 

humans today. I have been telling the same thing since 2005-06 — sea level is rising; villages 

are going under. People are still sceptical about the UN report. I have said this 15 years ago.  Q: 

Does your film end on a sad note, sombre note or has some solution-oriented end?  A: I am a 

storyteller. My job is not to provide solutions.  

I can highlight an issue; I can shock people into waking up to the harsh realities of the 

devastation caused due to climate change. The film is a wake-up call. Solution has to come 

from the government (and) people will find out for themselves.  Q: But these villagers suffered 

for no fault of their own. Their emission is negligible. They are bearing the brunt of someone 

else‘s emissions far away. How can they find out any solution?  A: Very rightly said, they don‘t 

even have a motorbike, forget anything else. What emissions will they contribute? You won‘t 
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find the words ‗climate change‘ in any of the dialogues in my film. Does it matter if I use the 

word or not? But the film is about change.  Q: How has the film been received at international 

platforms?  A: Very good response till now. This has been doing all film festival circuits. 

Started with the UK, then Australia, then Norway, Prague. Now the film is going to Chicago. 

People there are finding it as a ‗shocking‘ film. But I feel, this ‗shock‘ is necessary for them. 

Else, they will never understand. One cannot just talk about climate change. You will have to 

change when you see the manifestation of climate change in this form.  Q: What was the reason 

for making this film in Odia language?  A: I wanted to tell the story of the sons of the soil. The 

film hardly has any dialogues. ―Mitti ki kahani mein bolne thee, mitti ki bhasa mein bolne 

zaroori tha (It was the story from the ground, so it needed to be in the language spoken there). 

Odisha: Fishing boat capsizes in sea, one missing 

https://kalingatv.com/state/odisha-fishing-boat-capsizes-in-sea-one-missing/ 

"One fisherman reportedly went missing and five others were saved after a fishing boat 

capsized in the sea near Konark on Friday. The missing person has been identified as AK 

Apallaraju, a resident of Chandrabhaga Nolia Sahi. According to reports, six fishermen 

identified as Pk Apana ,Koda Seba , Benigu Kandia, Wanka Sinu, Mailipili Chinna had 

ventured into the sea for fishing on Friday. Suddenly they encountered a storm following which 

the boat capsized in the sea. 

Odisha: Livelihood boost for Swabhiman Anchal 

https://www.orissapost.com/livelihood-boost-for-swabhiman-anchal/ 

 "The state government is relentlessly trying to bring the Swabhiman Anchal (earlier cut-

off area) of Malkangiri district on the development map and provide livelihood opportunities to 

people, a report said. As part of this initiative, the district administration released over 225,000 

fish fingerlings in Balimela reservoir here, Wednesday. District Collector Vishal Singh, 

Chitrakonda MLA Purnachandra Baka and district fisheries officer Rajendra Kumar Patra 

released the fingerlings at the Chitrakonda spillway lunch ghat. The move is part of a socio-

economic transformation and upliftment (SETU) programme envisaged by the state 

government after the inauguration of 910-meter long bridge on the Gurupriya river. The 

fingerlings have been supplied by OPDC farm at Bhanjanagar, Baya Sagar farm, Kalahandi, 

government hatcheries at Binka, Sambalpur, Jeypore and Malkangiri. The Collector and MLA 

gave away life jackets and fishing nets worth Rs 20,000 to over 2,000 families residing in the 

Swabhiman Anchal. The distribution of life jackets and fishing nets will benefit over 2,000 

families and strengthen the tribal economy in the region, the Collector said. Sources said 

fishing is the primary occupation for most of the residents in the area which was once cut off 

from the mainland due to absence of livelihood opportunities. The residents risk their lives 

while catching fish from the reservoir.   

https://kalingatv.com/state/odisha-fishing-boat-capsizes-in-sea-one-missing/
https://www.orissapost.com/livelihood-boost-for-swabhiman-anchal/
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Some of them often drown due to lack of safety kits and proper boats. The state government 

decided to provide life jackets and safety kits to the fishermen. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik 

had announced a Rs 100-crore package for the Swabhiman Anchal while inaugurating the 

Gurupriya bridge. Over Rs 20 crore from this package is being spent on livelihood 

augmentation of the fishermen. Last year, over 70 lakh fish fingerlings were released on 

various river ghats of Janbai, Muktamba, Maliguda, Karlamal, Gurupriya, Chitrakonda 

reservoir dyke No-1, Pipalpadar and Kenduguda. Meanwhile, six fishermen cooperative 

societies have been formed in the area. There is a plan to induct over 2,000 fishermen as 

members from the Swabhiman Anchal. Some of the cooperative societies are Maa Durga 

Primary Fishermen‘s Cooperative Society (spillway), Gurupriya Primary Fishermen‘s 

Cooperative Society and Sudangeswar Primary Fishermen‘s Cooperative Society. Deputy 

fisheries officer Surendra Sekhar Achari, cooperative inspectors Sangram Keshari Biswal and 

Kailash Chandra Patra conducted the programme. 

Odisha: Bhitarkanika’s mangrove ecosystem may suffer due to reduced freshwater 

supply 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/aug/26/odisha-bhitarkanikas-

mangrove-ecosystem-may-suffer-due-to-reduced-freshwater-supply-2349965.html 

 "Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary could be poised for a significant rise in salinity levels 

and change in vegetation pattern across the crucial mangrove ecosystem, thanks to a projected 

drastic reduction in freshwater flow into the Ramsar site over the next few decades. The hydro-

ecological assessment report of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC) which used modeling systems to calculate fresh water supply to the sanctuary in the 

coming years says that future developments could seriously impact growth of the area. The 

report says freshwater availability at Bhitarkanika sanctuary's boundary will be reduced by 

about 38-44 per cent (pc) during monsoon and 33-39 pc during non-monsoon. This might 

increase salinity level to a great extent. Estimation is that a 50 per cent reduced water flow 

could mean salinity at Dangamal will match that of Gupti and vegetation at the former location 

will be replaced by vegetation of Sunirpuri block which has maximum saline species. The 

consequences could also be that Gupti will have Ekakula's salinity levels. ""Maximum impact 

will be observed at Dangmal or Bhitarkanika block and most of the freshwater species will, 

probably, get seriously impacted.  

However, a 20 pc decline in salinity will not have that alarming effect,"" says the report.  The 

key impact of reduced freshwater flow on mangrove health will be reflected through increased 

salinity and reduced flow of sediments which can have serious consequences on species 

composition. Fresh water supply availability to Bhitarkanika, as per the report, could come 

down to 11,563 million cubic meter (MCM) by 2051 from 19,582 MCM in 2001. Interestingly, 

between 2001 and 2051, the inflow into river basins of Brahmani and Baitarani rivers would 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/aug/26/odisha-bhitarkanikas-mangrove-ecosystem-may-suffer-due-to-reduced-freshwater-supply-2349965.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/aug/26/odisha-bhitarkanikas-mangrove-ecosystem-may-suffer-due-to-reduced-freshwater-supply-2349965.html
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have seen only a marginal change - from 26,242 MCM to 25,068 MCM. But, after use for 

agriculture, pipe water supply, evaporation, delta storage, industrial and local consumption, the 

drop would be from 74 pc of the availability in 2001 to 46 pc in next 30 years. Sustainability of 

mangroves is dependent on a delicate mix of abundant freshwater and saline water which the 

tidal actions provide. Presence of salinity at adequate level is the most desirable condition and 

in the absence of optimum salinity range, mangroves would not survive. Besides the indirect 

influence through loss of mangroves, salinity also directly impacts fish development and 

growth. Reduced freshwater flow may change the current dynamics, says the assessment report. 

As it is, the dense mangrove cover in Bhitarkanika has dropped over the years. In 2002, it stood 

at 122 sq km, about 18 pc of the sanctuary. By 2020, it dropped to 101 sq km, reporting a 14 pc 

decline. Open mangrove, during the period, increased from 29.8 sq km to 49.5 sq km. 

Aquaculture, in the 20 years, jumped from 0.6 sq km to 19.5 sq km, registering a 47 pc rise, 

said the MoEFCC report 

Odisha: ICAR-CIFA launches SCSP activities in Balasore district  

https://orissadiary.com/icar-cifa-launches-scsp-activities-in-balasore-district-of-odisha/ 

 "Shri Pratap Chandra Sarangi, Hon‘ble Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha) launched 

SCSP activities of ICAR-CIFA in Balasore district of Odisha on 21 August 2021. ICAR-

Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture, a constituent of Indian Council of Agricultural 

Research, Ministry of Agriculture, and Govt. of India has been implementing Schedule caste 

sub plan for improving socio-economic status of selected SC households in various states. 

Freshwater aquaculture technologies like breeding, seed rearing grow out culture, integrated 

fish farming and other allied sector technologies are being demonstrated for the farmers. 

Critical inputs and hand holding support are also being provided to help the farmers adopt the 

scientific practices. In Odisha, the activities are presently being carried out in different districts 

of Odisha and now in Balasore district informed Dr. S. K. Swain, Director, ICAR-CIFA. He 

added that aquaculture is a potential tool to fight against malnutrition and poverty.   

The institute has standardized various technologies for rearing several types of food fishes as 

well as ornamental fishes besides the technology of pearl production. Shri Sarangi distributed 

genetically improved carp fingerlings and CIFA developed floating fish feed to 34 beneficiaries 

of Nilagiri and Balasore blocks. A farmers-scientists interaction meet was also held as a part of 

this programme to create awareness about the advantages of scientific fish farming. The 

programme was attended by Dr. M. K. Sinha, Senior Executive, NFDB; Shri Santosh Kumar 

Dalai, Deputy Director Fisheries, Govt of Odisha; Dr.Himanshu Kumar De, Pr. Scientist, and 

Chairman SCSP, ICAR-CIFA; Dr. Satya Naranayan Sethi, Principal Scientist; Dr. 

Chandrakanta Mishra, Principal Scientist; Mr. D. P. Rath, Sr. Technical Officer; Mr. Sisir 

Kumar Mohanty, Sr. Technical Officer and other state line department officials. The meeting 

https://orissadiary.com/icar-cifa-launches-scsp-activities-in-balasore-district-of-odisha/
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was attended by 50 farmers and farm women. Shri D. P. Rath, STO, ICAR-CIFA proposed the 

vote of thanks 

Odisha: Discrimination during pandemic, cyclones puts lives of dalits at risk 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/discrimination-during-pandemic-

cyclones-puts-lives-of-dalits-at-risk-78580 

 "The malpractices of untouchability and caste-based discrimination, although banned in 

India, continues unabated in several districts of Odisha. During a natural calamity, they turn 

into a greater menace as the ostracised people are denied access to rehabilitation facilities. Dalit 

communities Keuta, Kandara and Siara in Puri district, who sell fish to survive, suffered a 

major financial blow due to the lockdowns during the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 

pandemic. But unlike several others who took up odd jobs on field to sustain themselves, the 

dalit people were not allowed to work on agricultural land of upper caste people becuase of 

discrimination. The district‘s Baja or drummer community, who perform mostly at weddings, 

also met with a similar fate. They were also not able to find work under the Mahatma Gandhi 

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme as most of them did not have job cards. The 

situation is worse for lower caste people with disabilities during times of such widespread 

crisis. Amulya Mahalik from Bhadrak, Chandbali block is a blind dalit person. He was 

dependent on his father, a rickshaw puller, who died of COVID-19. He runs a small flour shop 

where he sells at Rs 5 per kilogram. The earnings are not enough to feed his family of four, he 

said. But he has no other means.  

During Cyclone Yass earlier this year, the family chose to take shelter in the shop with an 

asbestos roof over a cyclone shelter, where they would face discrimination. The family lives on 

a meagre pension of Rs700 and PDS ration. They barely have money to buy medicines for their 

children, Mahalik said.  Discrimination during cylones  Upper caste Hindu families barred 

eight-10 dalit persons from entering an evacuation shelter in Rangamathia village in 

Mayurbhanj district a day before Cyclone Yaas struck the eastern coast in May this year. Later 

it was revealed that the number of people ostracised during the crisis was higher: More than 20 

dalit individuals in the village were denied food and shelter. This is despite orders from the 

Special Relief Commissioner against such acts. Relief volunteers secured a room for the people 

left out of relief camps and arranged for food for them. During Cyclone Fani in 2019, caste-

based entry to cyclone shelters, unfair access to tube wells and other forms of discrimination 

were observed. Relief trucks headed for dalit villages were looted by residents of adjoining 

areas during the 1999 super cyclone and Cyclone Phailin in 2014.  

Many members of the dalit community found themselves stranded in unsafe conditions, 

without a shelter or relief packages. Reports of such social injustice also poured in from Puri 

and Mayurbhanj districts during the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and 

associated relief work.   Making amends  The age-old practices of social discrimination and 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/governance/discrimination-during-pandemic-cyclones-puts-lives-of-dalits-at-risk-78580
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injustice are not just humiliating but put the lives of the victims at risk, especially in times of a 

natural calamity or pandemic. Here are some recommendations to deal with their harmful 

effects:  Immediate rescue and protection of victims, most specifically women, child and aged 

persons, by administration  Interim relief to the victims should be ensured according to law   

Eviction of people from their own land and property should be treated as a criminal offence  

Justice must be delivered to the aggrieved, and the district magistrates (DM) must be well-

informed about the cases neomg heard   Sensitive areas can identified for the DMs to lead 

targeted action  Exemplary punishment must be made compulsory for everyone guilty of 

discriminating, so that people understand the repercussions and seriousness of the crime  

Restoration of land / housing of the aggrieved is essential during a pandemic and in areas that 

are prone to natural disasters  Awareness programmes on caste-based discrimination, bondage 

is needed at every level  The police and bureaucracy have to be strengthened to be able to 

uphold the rule of the law 

Odisha: CIFA promotes ornamental fish farming among SC woman in Kendrapara 

https://orissadiary.com/cifa-promotes-ornamental-fish-farming-among-sc-woman-in-

kendrapara/  

"ICAR-CIFA, Bhubaneswar in association with District Fishery Officer, Kendrapara organized 

an orientation training program for Schedule Caste women at Jajanga, Kendrapara today under 

the SCSP scheme. The institute is promoting various aquaculture technologies for socio-

economic upliftment of SC households. Under this initiative, scientific fish farming practices 

has been demonstrated since 2019. This year selected women self-help groups from Debarish, 

Kendrapara block are being trained on ornamental fish breeding and rearing. Shri Amrit 

Ruturaj, IAS, Collector and DM, Kendrapara graced the occasion as Chief Guest and lauded the 

efforts of ICAR-CIFA and District Fisheries for their efforts in strengthening livelihood of poor 

section of the society. Dr. Saroj Kumar Swain, Director, ICAR-CIFA said that aquaculture is a 

potential tool to fight against malnutrition and poverty.  The institute has standardized several 

technologies for rearing food fish as well as ornamental fishes. Women are actively involved in 

backyard ornamental fish breeding and cultured in various parts of the country and there by 

contributing to their household economy. Among others present on this occasion were Dr. 

Ashis saha, Pr. Scientist, ICAR-CIFA, Sri I.B. Kumar, Senior Administrative Officer, Dr 

Satyanarayan Sethy, Pr. Scientist, ICAR-CIFA, Dr. Mamata Mohapatra, Dist. Fishery Officer, 

Kendrapara, Dr. Surya Naryan Mishra, Head of KVK, Kendrapara and other district level 

officers of Odisha Livelihood Mission and Mission Shakti. The meeting was attended by 40 

farmers and farm women. Shri D. P. Rath, STO, ICAR-CIFA proposed the vote of thanks. 

Odisha: SETU yojana comes a cropper in Malkangiri 

https://www.orissapost.com/setu-yojana-comes-a-cropper-in-malkangiri/  

https://orissadiary.com/cifa-promotes-ornamental-fish-farming-among-sc-woman-in-kendrapara/
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"Out of the Rs100 crore announced by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik after inaugurating 

Gurupriya bridge July 26, 2018 for the development of pisciculture as well as the fishing 

community in the district under the ‗Socio-Economic Transformation and Upliftment‘ (SETU) 

yojana, so far only Rs18 crore has been spent. SETU yojana is for the development of 

Swabhiman Anchal, the erstwhile cut-off region in the district, now connected with the 

mainland. The residents of the district, including the fishermen, held the district Fisheries 

department and Odisha Pisciculture Development Corporation (OPDC) responsible for the 

inability to spend the fund for development. The assured money was given to the district 

Fisheries department to increase the production of fish in Chitrakonda, Satiguda and other 

medium reservoirs. But, the department failed to spend the money. In three years, it could just 

spend Rs18 crore.  

At the same time, due to the negligence of the OPDC, hundreds of fishermen are yet to get 

fishing equipment like fishing boats, nets and life jackets. As of now, they are forced to fish 

putting them in harm‘s way. In the last three years, many fishermen also lost their lives to 

mishaps as they didn‘t have equipment like life jackets. Meanwhile, some beneficiaries have 

dug up ponds to produce fish and fingerlings.  For these, they either took loans from banks or 

invested their savings. But the ultimate result was not satisfactory. Since, these ponds failed to 

produce fingerlings, some traders from other states are producing and selling fingerlings to the 

fishermen here at exorbitant prices. Some fishermen alleged the fingerlings sold by traders 

from other states are of inferior quality. The onus lies with the OPDC for its failure to set up 

fingerling production centres in the district. Instead, the OPDC procured fingerlings from 

Bolangir, Kalahandi, Ganjam and Bhubaneswar and brought them to Malkangiri district, 

spending extra money on fares.  

These fingerlings were released in Chitrakonda and Satiguda reservoirs. But, according to the 

fishermen, these reservoirs don‘t have fish of the same fingerlings. When contacted for his 

comment in this regard, district Fisheries officer Rajendra Patra said 21 beneficiaries dug up 

ponds on 16.40 hectares in 2017-18. Of them, six took bank loans and 15 invested their own 

money. They were given Rs41lakh towards rebate. Similarly, in 2018-19, 98 beneficiaries 

availed bank loans and 96 spent their own money to dig up ponds. While ponds were dug up on 

69.80 hectares, Rs1.74crore was given to them as rebate. In 2019-20, 77 beneficiaries dug up 

ponds on 55 hectares and were given Rs 1.37 crore as rebate. As many as 118 beneficiaries dug 

up ponds on 86.30 hectares and were given a subsidy of Rs 2.15 crore.  

―To release 2 crore fingerlings in several reservoirs in the district, the OPDC and the district 

Fisheries department were given Rs 2.80 crore under the SETU yojana.  Similarly, Rs 58 lakh 

was spent to buy 100 fishing boats, nets and life jackets, Rs 2.40 lakh spent to give training to 

25 societies of fishermen, Rs 10,000 to each society. Another Rs 48 lakh has been sanctioned to 

construct a house at Chitrakonda. The work on the house has not been started as yet since the 

process of tender is yet to be started. Thus, out of the sanctioned Rs 100 crore, only Rs 17.48 
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crore has been spent,‖ informed Patra. The OPDC has received money to provide boats and 

nets. The contractor who has been awarded the tender to provide boats has not supplied even a 

single boat so far. The district Fisheries department has also failed in supplying life jackets. 

―The failure of OPDC and district Fisheries department has resulted in chemically-laced 

Andhra Pradesh fish kept in ice being sold everywhere in the district. People are falling ill after 

consuming these fish,‖ some residents alleged. They have urged the government to intervene 

and initiate steps so that the fingerlings and fish production increases and resultantly the people 

will no longer suffer from any disease. 

Odisha: State govt to rejuvenate Alaka River in Jagatsinghpu 

https://www.orissapost.com/state-govt-to-rejuvenate-alaka-river-in-jagatsinghpur/ 

 "The dying Alaka river, which was once the lifeline of thousands of people in 

Jagatsinghpur district and a part of the region‘s past heritage, will soon be rejuvenated, a report 

said. The state government has plans to rejuvenate the river and has initially sanctioned Rs 6.5 

crore for the project. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik will lay the foundation stone of the project 

August 13 in virtual mode for which the tender process has been completed. Odisha 

Construction Corporation Ltd (OCCL) has been awarded the contract to undertake the 

rejuvenation work of the river. The OCCL has signed a contract with the state Drainage 

department in this regard. The matter came to fore after a five-member team from the Chief 

Minister‘s office visited the area and reviewed the condition of the river, Sunday. The team 

members interacted with the local residents and recorded their statements regarding the river 

while drone cameras were used to click the photographs of the river. On being informed, 

members of an environmental outfit Alaka Surakhsya Abhiyan, which has been spearheading a 

movement for the rejuvenation of the Alaka River, reached the spot and met the team members.  

The outfit had claimed that the rejuvenated river will have normal water flow and facilitate 

irrigation facilities in the district.  

The river can also be used for cultivation of various kinds of fish which will help in providing 

livelihood opportunities to scores of fishermen and locals in the district. Convener Ratnakar 

Nayak, President Susant Mohapatra, vice-president Prakash Ray, joint secretary Chittaranjan 

Mishra, Kelu Charan Sahu, Harish Chandra Satapathy informed the team members from the 

CMO about the problems related to the river and stressed on urgent need to rejuvenate it. The 

outfit had build up a mass movement in the area demanding rejuvenation of the river. Public 

interest litigation (1969/13) was also filed in the Orissa High Court in this regard. The 

petitioner had stated in the PIL that the river requires desiltation and preservation of water 

which will help the farmers in the area in agriculture. Later, the outfit also submitted separate 

memoranda to the offices of the Chief Minister and the state Water Resources Minister on the 

issue. Alaka forms a branch of Biluakhai River at Birabarapatana under Biridi block in 

Jagatsinghpur district. The river used to sustain thousands of villages in Biridi, Jagatsinghpur, 

https://www.orissapost.com/state-govt-to-rejuvenate-alaka-river-in-jagatsinghpur/
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Balikuda and Erasama blocks but soon it ran out of its purpose as the water flow in the river got 

restricted due to invasion of weeds and absence of desiltation.  While the dead river runs for 52 

km, the portion which is still active runs for 22 km.  

The State government‘s technical advisory committee had recommended its renovation.  A 

survey of the river was undertaken to identify and remove encroachments on its banks on the 

stretch from Birabarapatana to Odisso. Reports said that the matter was placed before the 

Union Ministry of Water resources, which had asked the State Government to prepare a project 

report and submit it to the Centre for further action. Earlier, a six-member team of Central 

Inland Fisheries Research Institute (CIFRI), Kolkata had visited Biridi block to prepare Techno 

Economic Feasibility Report (TEFR) required for submission of detailed project reports to the 

State government and the Centre for approval of projects to revamp the river in 2018. Kamini 

Ranjan Patnaik, DIPRO, Harekrushna Behera, superintending engineer of drainage division of 

Jagatsinghpur, Sudhir Kumar Praharaj, SDO, Dillip Kumar Das,  and others accompanied the 

five member team during their visit. 

Odisha: Fisher friend mobile application to help fishermen stay away from banned areas 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/aug/06/fisher-friend-mobile-

application-to-help-fishermen-stay-away-from-banned-areas-2340954.html 

 "Directorate of Fisheries will enter into an agreement with MS Swaminathan Research 

Foundation (MSSRF), Chennai to develop a mobile map application feature to protect the 

designated fishing ban areas and turtle nesting grounds along coastal Odisha which will also 

promote improved safety of fishermen. The Fisher Friend Mobile Application (FFMA) app, 

successfully put to use in various coastal states of the country, is free to download and also 

enables fishermen to know GPS location of their fishing boats registered in ReAL craft under 

OMAFRA. The fleet owners and crew members can download the application in their mobile 

phones and know their geo-coordinates to keep away from notified fishing ban area of 

Bhitarkanika Wildlife sanctuary, Devi,  Dhamara and Rushikulya river mouths designated for 

Olive Ridley conservation. The application has brought relief to the fishermen community. 

―Before venturing into the sea, we used to be apprehensive of losing direction in mid sea. This 

will facilitate proper navigation and help in rescuing other fishermen who get marooned in mid 

sea due to rough weather,‖ said 37-year-old Susant Manna, a traditional fisherman of 

Sandhakuda in Jagatsinghpur.   

Manager of Fishing Harbour, Paradip Manoranjan Mohapatra said the department received 

suggestion of the director, Fisheries department on Wednesday to increase awareness about 

FFMA. ―We have decided to engage one team to increase the visibility of the app through 

village level meetings, one-to-one interactions, and announcements through public address 

systems for the successful implementation of the State-specific feature,‖ added Mohapatra. 

Despite the Orissa High Court order of March 16 this year that the Fisheries and Animal 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/aug/06/fisher-friend-mobile-application-to-help-fishermen-stay-away-from-banned-areas-2340954.html
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Resources department should upload the boundary of Gahirmatha marine sanctuary along with 

its geo-coordinates in GPS software of all fishing boats so that their movement in sea can be 

recorded, only 100 out of 559 trawlers are using GPS systems. ― Hence the department has 

planned to install transponders on all boats in Jagatsinghpur and Kendrapara districts,‖ said  

Additional Director of Fisheries (Marine), Kujang Manas Ranjan Sahoo. 

Odisha: Infra crunch choking fishermen’s survival 

https://www.orissapost.com/infra-crunch-choking-fishermens-survival/ 

 "Lack of safety gears, fishing equipment and marketing facilities for their produce have 

posed serious threat to the survival of fishermen in Swabhiman area in this district, a report 

said. The report said the Balimela reservoir was constructed on the Sileru river, a tributary of 

Godavari in Chitrakonda to provide irrigation facilities to farmlands and power supply to 

households in the district. Thousands of people were displaced to make space for the reservoir 

and 151 villages in Kudumulugumma block were cut off from the mainland following the 

construction of the reservoir. These villages were named as the cut-off region and later, 

renamed as Swabhiman Anchal in the district. The state government released varieties of fish 

seeds into the reservoir so that people in the area could catch fish from the reservoir and eke out 

their living. The state government‘s initiative paid off as people got a scope of earning from 

fishing in the reservoir. However, due to lack of safety gears like life jackets and quality fishing 

boats, many fishermen of Panaspadar and Orapadar villages under Swabhiman Anchal 

endangered their lives by fishing in small dingy boats. Over the years, several fishermen were 

drowned while catching fish in the reservoir in small fishing boats.   

Earlier, some fishermen were provided with life jackets which is just like a drop in the ocean as 

compared to scores of fishermen living in the area. Fishermen like Madhu Sisa, Raghu Golari 

and Hari Sisa said there are hundreds of fishermen in the area who risk their lives to catch fish 

from the reservoir in the absence of life jackets and quality boats. Moreover, they are catching 

fish in traditional nets and do not have improvised nets. As a result, they do not get enough fish 

to manage their livelihood, they observed. This apart, absence of marketing facilities to sell fish 

has hit them hard. They don‘t get the right price for their fish catch and often resort to distress 

sale. When contacted, Rajendra Patra, district fisheries officer, said that this year the fishermen 

will be provided with some good quality boats and life jackets as well as other facilities. 

Moreover, fish seeds will also be released into the reservoir to increase the fish population, he 

added. 

Odisha: High Court orders instantaneous satellite imaging of prawn dykes in 

Bhitarkanika wetland site 

https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/orissa-high-court-orders-

instantaneous-satellite-imaging-prawn-dykes-bhitarkanika-wetland-site-1502988047.html 

https://www.orissapost.com/infra-crunch-choking-fishermens-survival/
https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/orissa-high-court-orders-instantaneous-satellite-imaging-prawn-dykes-bhitarkanika-wetland-site-1502988047.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/orissa-high-court-orders-instantaneous-satellite-imaging-prawn-dykes-bhitarkanika-wetland-site-1502988047.html
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 "Expressing strong displeasure over the indifferent attitude of government agencies in 

ensuring ecological safety at the wetland sites, the Orissa High Court has directed the 

Kendrapara district to expeditiously undertake satellite proofing of unlawful aquaculture in and 

around the wetland sites of Bhitarkanika National Park. ―The satellite verification in 

Kendrapara district has still not been undertaken despite the directions issued by this Court on 

31 May 2021. The Collector, Kendrapara is once again directed to report compliance of the 

above direction by 14 August on the next date of hearing‖, a division bench comprising Chief 

Justice Dr. S. Muralidhar and Justice B. P. Routray ruled. The HC had earlier taken suo motu 

for restoration of fragile ecosystems of internationally acclaimed wetland sites in Chilika and 

Bhitarkanika, bearing the brunt of environmentally damaging illegal prawn farming. While the 

Chilika wetland site comes under the administrative jurisdiction of Puri, Khordha, and Ganjam 

district, Bhitarkanika falls under the revenue and forest administration of Kendrapara district. 

On April 3, 2.  

The High Court‘s directions had come in the wake of the apex court ruling in 2017 asking 

Odisha among other States to initiate steps for protection and conservation of wetland sites. 

The Orissa High Court in a direction issued on 30 April had directed the revenue, forest, and 

police department of four districts to demolish the earthen prawn dykes that had unlawfully 

sprouted up along the wetland areas. It had also asked the concerned authorities to video-graph; 

carry out satellite imaging besides making seizures of the prawn dyke infrastructure. The court 

in its latest order on the matter on 27 July also asked the district collectors of Puri, Khordha, 

Ganjam, and Kendrapara to carry out the seizure of all the equipment and devices put in place 

at the illegal prawn dykes.  ―Although photographs of removal of prawn gheries have been 

enclosed with the affidavit filed by the Tahasildar, Ganjam, they do not show that the 

authorities have seized the equipment that facilitates the running of such illegal prawn gheries 

viz., the Diesel Generator sets, Aerators, Water Pipes, Electricity wires and other incriminating 

materials. Unless they are also seized, the illegal gheries would in all likelihood spring up at the 

same place soon after their removal‖, the HC ruling. In its earlier ruling, the High Court had 

also directed the State government agencies to give details on the criminal cases registered 

against illegal prawn farm operators in Chilika and Bhitarkanika. The illegal prawn farming 

activities in the prohibited areas of the wetland sites attracted the provisions of the Prevention 

of Damage to Public Property Act, 1984, Environment Protection Act, 1986, and the Wetlands 

(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2019. Despite the HC‘s directives, the registration of 

criminal cases is reportedly on a lower side in comparison to the extent of land encroached for 

prawn farming.  

While the Puri district collector apprised the HC through an affidavit that 15,827 acres are 

grabbed for illegal prawn farming, the Kendrapara district has stated the encroached areas at 

391 acres. However, the actual areas encroached upon for erecting prawn gheries (dykes) could 

go up manifold once the satellite imaging of the wetland sites is undertaken, charged 
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conservationists. Erecting artificial barriers in the form of dykes, the free-flow of natural creeks 

and water-inlets are plugged upon. As a result, the water bodies subjected to encroachment are 

changing their directions and triggering erosion in various spots. The unauthorized prawn 

gheries not only pose a stumbling block towards the unhindered flow of natural water bodies 

but also turns hazardous for aquatic animals including freshwater fish due to the rampant use of 

chemicals in gheries. In recent years, there has been a drop in fish yield due to such 

unauthorized activity, they added. 

 

 

 

 

Odisha: Utilize the full potential of Cage Aquaculture in Hirakud reservoir through local 

entrepreneurs directed, Asit Tripathy 

https://interviewtimes.net/utilize-the-full-potential-of-cage-aquaculture-through-local-

entrepreneurship-asittripathy/ 

 "Utilize the full potential of Cage Aquaculture in Hirakud reservoir through local 

entrepreneurs directed  Asit Tripathy, Chairman WODC and Principal Advisor to Chief 

Minister. Tripathy gave this direction while reviewing the ground level progress of the project 

at Hirakud. He directed to bring in around 100 entrepreneurs through an expeditious leasing out 

procedure of the cage fishing area. Tripathy also advised the department to set up one fish 

disease diagnostic laboratory near Hirakud reservoir. The lab while helping the famers to 

maximize their production will also add value to their produce. Review showed that Hirakud 

reservoir was the first of its kind to have cage aquaculture zones. Around 31 Cage culture in 31 

zones were identified well within the limits of National guidelines. Three zones were been 

marked with geo-coordinates for leasingto the entrepreneurs. Total number of 100 subzones 

was identified including 60 subzones from Hirakus side and 40 subzones from Burla side. The 

department of fisheries and animal resource development had floated an expression of interest 

inviting applications from entrepreneurs, firms, primary fishery cooperative societies and self-

help groups. A total number of 54 applicants had expressed their interest out of which 39 came 

forward to start the venture in the first phase.   

As of now, 44 subzones have been leased out to 39 entrepreneurs. Each subzone can 

accommodate 3 circular cages of 16m diameter and 5m depth or 24 rectangular cages of 

4X6X4m dimensions. As on date assembling work of 51 circular cages is continuing with the 

active involvement of the entrepreneurs. Each circular cage can produce 25-30 MT of fish. 

Other entrepreneurs have also started assembling their cages. Hirakud reservoir has the 

https://interviewtimes.net/utilize-the-full-potential-of-cage-aquaculture-through-local-entrepreneurship-asittripathy/
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potential to accommodate 1875 circular or 15000 rectangular cages. Chairman WODC Tripathy 

said ―Govt. of Odisha has plans to support the entrepreneurs with a floating jetty and common 

facility center to be developed by IDCO. Cage aquaculture has lot of potential to augment fish 

production of the state. Common facility center will provide storage space, parking, common 

toilet, waste disposal water and power supply for 100 entrepreneurs‖. SukantaTripathy 

Collector in charge Sambalpur, Dy Director Fisheries and Animal Resource Development Sri 

BirajaDwibedi along with senior officers of concerned departments presented the necessary 

data about the cage culture during this field visit of Tripathy. 

  

 

 

International mangrove day: Conservation measures stressed at Bhitarkanika National 

Park, Odisha, India 

https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/international-mangrove-day-

conservation-measures-stressed-1502986723.html 

 "Conservation of mangrove forest along the coastal patches of the Indian State of Odisha 

is the crying need of the hour keeping in view the susceptibility of the region to recurring 

cyclones and battering of tidal waves into the places of human habitations.  The forest officials 

and environmental activists, while speaking at a function at the Bhitarkanika National Park 

(BNP) on the occasion of the observance of International Mangrove Day, called for increased 

awareness on the conservation of the tidal forest for the safety of life and property in the 

seaside areas.  ―The Cyclone Yaas had barreled through coastal Odisha triggering damage of 

varying degree in coastal parts on 24 May last. But it had spared Bhitarkanika National Park 

(BNP) and adjoining hamlets in Kendrapara district as lush-green luxuriant mangrove cover 

acted as a protective barrier to Nature‘s fury‖, said Pradipta Kumar Swain, a forest official of 

the park, while speaking at the function held at Jagatjore village.  The mangrove forests had 

successfully withstood the wind velocity of the cyclone. The region has witnessed seven major 

cyclones in the past two decades including Cyclone Yaas.  

Each time, the cyclonic fury has not impacted the national park and the nearby human 

habitations, the participants remarked.  The villages on the close periphery of the national park 

were saved as the mangrove cover acted as a buffer zone in protecting the human settlements. 

Because of the thick density of mangrove forest in Bhitarkanika, the flora and fauna of the park 

were unharmed due to the cyclone, he added.  People in these parts have also realized the 

immense utility value of mangrove forests and are lending a helping hand to the forest 

department in the conservation of this tidal woodland. Mangrove forests with their intricate root 

system stabilize the coastline, reducing erosion from storm surges, currents, waves, and tides, 

they added.  The National Park is endowed with rich varieties of mangrove species and it 

https://www.thestatesman.com/cities/bhubaneshwar/international-mangrove-day-conservation-measures-stressed-1502986723.html
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stands next only to Papua New Guinea in the world in terms of the varied nature of the 

vegetation. Bhitarkanika‘s mangrove vegetation is the second largest in the country after the 

Sundarbans in West Bengal. As many as 60 varieties of mangrove and associate species are 

found in the Bhitarkanika national park in Kendrapara district. 

  

 

 

Odisha: Record growth of brackish water fish production, seafood export 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jul/24/record-growth-of-brackish-

water-fish-productionseafood-export-in-odisha-2334657.html 

 "The State has achieved 748 per cent (pc) growth in brackish water fish production and 

203 pc in sea food exports in the last 10 years. While the production of brackish water fish 

increased from 11,460 tonne in 2011-12 to 97,125 tonne in 2020-21 recording a growth of 

747.51 percent, the area under brackish water aquaculture went up from 5,860 hectare to 

17,780 hectare during the same period. Similarly, seafood exports from Odisha increased from 

Rs 801 crore to Rs 3,107 crore during the same period in spite of the economic slowdown 

caused by Covid-19 in the last fiscal. The quantum of exports increased from 21,311 tonne in 

2010-11 to 60,718 tonne in 2020-21, said Secretary of Fisheries and Animal Resource 

development R Raghu Prasad during a meeting to discuss issues relating to fish production and 

existing land leasing provisions for commercial brackish aquaculture in the State, chaired by 

Chief Secretary Suresh Mahapatra here on Friday. Prasad informed that seafood from Odisha is 

in good demand in global markets particularly in Japan, China, the USA, countries in the 

European Union, South East Asia and Middle East. There is greater potential of brackish 

aquaculture in the State both on government and private land. The sector has the potential to 

attract more private investments, he added. Around 2,000 applications for brackish water 

aquaculture were submitted to different tehsils in five major coastal districts- Balasore, 

Bhadrak, Kendrapara, Jagatsinghpur, Puri and Ganjam. These districts were asked to take quick 

decision on the proposals as per the existing provisions. 

Odisha: Govt trying to increase fish production: Minister 

https://www.dtnext.in/News/National/2021/07/17114539/1307204/Odisha-govt-trying-to-

increase-fish-production-Minister.vpf 

 "Sahoo said to augment fish production in Hirakud reservoir the state government has 

undertaken cage fish culture in the reservoir. The Fisheries minister visited the Hirakud Dam 

on Friday to review cage fish farming in the reservoir. ""Cage culture is being undertaken in the 

Hirakud Dam reservoir. The progress of the work, besides the new possibilities, was 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jul/24/record-growth-of-brackish-water-fish-productionseafood-export-in-odisha-2334657.html
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reviewed,"" the minister said. He added that cage culture programme was going in a proper 

way at the Hirakud reservoir. In the process, fishes are cultured from cages, which are generally 

enclosed on all sides by nets, except for leaving an opening at the top for feeding and handling 

the stock. Sahoo said the state produced 2.60 lakh MT of fish in 2019-20, while it was 8.73 

lakh MT during the last financial year. According to official sources, a policy decision was 

taken last year under the initiative to give one per cent of the water area of the four big 

reservoirs, including the Hirakud , besides as many medium reservoirs of the state for cage fish 

farming. In the first phase, 0.1 per cent of the water area at Hirakud has been opened for lease, 

but 15,000 cages could be installed at the reservoir if the proposed one per cent area could be 

given on lease. The Fisheries Department started cage fish farming in Hirakud Dam Reservoir 

in 2013 by installing 28 cages. Later, 50 more cages were installed in the reservoir in 2019. 

Around 2 lakh MT of fish could be produced from the cage fish farming in the state. Hence, the 

government now wants to encourage cage fish farming. An official said 90 per cent of the 

population of the state eat fish in their regular diet. Moreover, two species -- tilapia and 

Pangasius -- could be produced in cage culture, which have export potential. Tilapia is high on 

demand in the US, Europe and Southeast Asian countries, he said. Sahoo said that the state 

government was also laying thrust on early breeding. A target has been set to produce 30 crore 

fingerlings from early breeding and 20 crore fingerlings from normal breeding in the fish seed 

hatchery centre at Chiplima in Sambalpur district, he added. 

Odisha: Cage fish culture to raise fish output in state 

https://www.orissapost.com/cage-fish-culture-to-raise-fish-output-in-state/ 

 "Odisha Fisheries Minister Arun Sahoo said the government was trying to increase fish 

production in the state. He said the state produced 2.60 lakh MT of fish in 2019-20, while it 

was 8.73 lakh MT during the last financial year. ―… We are planning to augment the fish 

production in the state,‖ the minister said. Sahoo said to augment fish production in Hirakud 

reservoir the state government has undertaken cage fish culture in the reservoir. The Fisheries 

minister visited the Hirakud Dam Friday to review cage fish farming in the reservoir. ―Cage 

culture is being undertaken in the Hirakud Dam reservoir. The progress of the work, besides the 

new possibilities, was reviewed,‖ the minister said. He added that cage culture programme was 

going in a proper way at the Hirakud reservoir. In the process, fishes are cultured from cages, 

which are generally enclosed on all sides by nets, except for leaving an opening at the top for 

feeding and handling the stock. Sahoo said the state produced 2.60 lakh MT of fish in 2019-20, 

while it was 8.73 lakh MT during the last financial year.  

According to official sources, a policy decision was taken last year under the initiative to give 

one per cent of the water area of the four big reservoirs, including the Hirakud , besides as 

many medium reservoirs of the state for cage fish farming.  In the first phase, 0.1 per cent of 

the water area at Hirakud has been opened for lease, but 15,000 cages could be installed at the 

https://www.orissapost.com/cage-fish-culture-to-raise-fish-output-in-state/
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reservoir if the proposed one per cent area could be given on lease. The Fisheries Department 

started cage fish farming in Hirakud Dam Reservoir in 2013 by installing 28 cages. Later, 50 

more cages were installed in the reservoir in 2019. Around 2 lakh MT of fish could be 

produced from the cage fish farming in the state. Hence, the government now wants to 

encourage cage fish farming. An official said 90 per cent of the population of the state eat fish 

in their regular diet. Moreover, two species — tilapia and Pangasius — could be produced in 

cage culture, which have export potential. Tilapia is high on demand in the US, Europe and 

Southeast Asian countries, he said. Sahoo said that the state government was also laying thrust 

on early breeding. A target has been set to produce 30 crore fingerlings from early breeding and 

20 crore fingerlings from normal breeding in the fish seed hatchery centre at Chiplima in 

Sambalpur district, he added. 

Odisha: Genome sequencing of mangrove to help develop saline-tolerant crops 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/odisha-genome-sequencing-of-

mangrove-to-help-develop-saline-tolerant-crops/articleshow/84299149.cms 

 "Mangrove, which is found in Bhitarkanika and some other parts of Odisha, besides 

Sundarbans in West Bengal and marshy intertidal estuarine regions of the country, can survive 

a high degree of salinity. Amazed by this adaptive mechanism, scientists have conducted a 

thorough study on a mangrove species and found that its genes can help in developing drought 

and salinity-tolerant crops in future. The research team comprising the Institute of Life 

Sciences (ILS), Bhubaneswar director Ajay Parida and M Parani‘s group from the SRM 

Institute of Science and Technology, Tamil Nadu, has sequenced the genome of one of the 

highly salt- tolerant mangrove species — avicennia marina (gray mangrove, which in Odia is 

called Baani) — found in all mangrove habitats in the country. This species grows optimally in 

75% seawater and tolerates more than 250% seawater. It is capable of a rare phenomenon of 

excreting 40% of the salt through the salt glands in the leaves. ―We have sequenced nearly 99% 

of the genome of the species and aligned them to 31 chromosomes of the species. This is the 

first report of a high-quality genome assembly for any mangrove species reported so far,‖ 

Parida said.   

The study has been published in the recent issue of Communications Biology (a Nature group 

of journals). It is a high-level genome assembly for the species because the researchers have 

conducted an assemblage of 456.6 mega base (Mb) out of the estimated 462.7 Mb marina 

genome (98.7% genome coverage) in 31 chromosomes. Mb is the unit of length for DNA 

fragments. The researchers have identified 31,477 protein-coding genes of this species. ―We 

have created a group of salinity-tolerant genes, namely salinome, comprising 3,246 salinity-

responsive genes and characterised 614 of them for salinity tolerance. These genes can be used 

for developing salinity-tolerant crops,‖ Parida, who has been working on mangrove genetics 

and genomics for more than 25 years, said. He added that the genome sequencing data of 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/odisha-genome-sequencing-of-mangrove-to-help-develop-saline-tolerant-crops/articleshow/84299149.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/odisha-genome-sequencing-of-mangrove-to-help-develop-saline-tolerant-crops/articleshow/84299149.cms
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mangroves will immensely help researchers across the world in the future. Agriculture 

productivity is affected globally owing to limited water availability and salinisation of soil and 

water. Salinity is prevalent in roughly 900 million hectares globally (with an estimated 6.73 

million ha in India).  It causes an annual loss of 27 billion US dollars. Sometimes saline water 

enters the farmland damaging the land and crop. The genomic resources generated in the study 

will pave the way for researchers to study the potential of the identified genes for developing 

drought and salinity-tolerant varieties of important crop species of the coastal region, he added. 

Mangroves work like a natural defence barrier to protect shorelines and provide habitat for a 

diverse array of terrestrial organisms. Many marine fish species solely depend on mangroves as 

their breeding, spawning, and hatching grounds. 

Odisha: Tidal waves raze houses in Ganjam district 

https://www.orissapost.com/tidal-waves-raze-houses-in-ganjam-district/ 

 "Rising tidal waves crossed the coast at Rameyapatna village under Golanthara police 

limits in Ganjam district and washed off three houses during last five days, a report said. The 

tidal waves are breaching the coast sparking panic among the residents as they live in peril in 

the village with the tidal waves crossing the coastline and damaging their houses every year. 

The village comprises people mostly from the fishermen community. These people earn their 

living by catching fish from the sea. After reports surfaced, executive engineer Jaydeep Panda 

of the irrigation department, Chikiti tehsildar Biswa Ranjan Kanhar and senior officials visited 

the spot and took stock of the development. The tidal waves have moved towards the village 

and are breaching the coastline after the southern wind changed its direction and blew towards 

the village. The water of Bahuda River entering the sea also compounded the problem.  

Villagers claimed that this had been happening every year as sea waves cross the coast and 

damages houses and properties of the villagers. The damaged houses were identified as that of 

L Bhogaraju, L Apanna and K Bhima. The villagers claimed if urgent steps are not taken at the 

earliest, the village getting submerged in the sea cannot be ruled out. The incident was first 

reported in 2016 when sea waves crossed the coast.  Later, the sea waves took a violent form 

and destroyed 27 houses in 2019. Even a street in the village got submerged in the sea. The 

district administration assured remedial steps to the villagers but did not deliver on its promise. 

As a provisional measure, the administration barricaded the coastline by putting up sand bags 

to prevent the sea water from entering the village. However, that failed to be of any use as the 

barricade was destroyed by the wind. The administration also provided pucca houses to the 

villagers under Odisha Disaster Recovery Project (ODRP) scheme. Fishermen abandoned those 

houses and started living near the coast by constructing houses as it was not possible for them 

to catch fish from the sea by living far from the coastline. Tidal waves were seen changing 

direction and surging towards the village.  

https://www.orissapost.com/tidal-waves-raze-houses-in-ganjam-district/
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Recently, the sea water crossed the coastline and entered the village. High-level technical 

committees have visited the area at various points of time and have reviewed the problem. The 

committee has submitted its report to the state government. However, nothing has been done so 

far in addressing the problem. The matter is under review of the state government. Panda said a 

protective wall be built in the area at a cost of Rs 23 crore a plan for which has been sent to the 

state government for its approval. The protective wall will be built after the plan gets 

sanctioned by the state government, Panda added. 

Odisha: Government announces job loans for migrants 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jul/01/odisha-government-

announces-job-loans-for-migrants-2323908.html 

 "In a bid to retain the migrant workers who have started returning to their workplaces in 

other states after Covid cases started declining, the Odisha government has decided to provide 

them job loans. Minister for Labour and Rural Development Sushant Singh told media persons 

on Wednesday that job loans will be provided to migrant workers who returned to their native 

places during the second wave of the pandemic so that they can start small businesses to earn 

their livelihood. The Minister said that as per official data, only about 43,000 migrant workers 

had returned this time when Covid cases surged in states in April and May where they worked. 

He said that a decision has been taken to persuade the migrant workers to stay back by creating 

livelihood opportunities for them in the State. He said that details of the job loan scheme for the 

migrant workers will be worked out by the government soon. He added that the State 

government will also provide loans to women migrant workers and engage them in Self-Help 

Groups (SHGs).  Besides, financial assistance of Rs 1,500 per month will be provided to each 

of the 30 lakh construction workers for the lockdown period, he added. Migrant workers who 

had returned to their native places in the State during the second wave three months back, have 

started to go back to their workplaces in states like Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and 

Karnataka because of lack of livelihood opportunities in Odisha. A majority of migrant workers 

from Odisha work in the textile mills and the diamond industry in Surat and Ahmedabad and 

the fish processing units in Chennai and Mumbai. Sources maintained that unlike the first 

wave, migrant workers are not facing difficulties in returning this time. 

Odisha: Drones, incentives for fishermen to protect gharials in Tikarpada 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jun/17/drones-incentives-for-

fishermen-to-protect-gharials-in-tikarpada-2317484.html 

 "Bouyed by Gharial breeding in the fresh waters of Mahanadi after about 40 years, the 

wildlife wing of the Forest department has decided to use drone cameras to maintain 

surveillance on the hatchlings. In addition, it has announced a cash incentive of Rs 1,000 for 

fishermen who catch the gharials or hatchling alive in their nets during fishing. The Satkosia 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jul/01/odisha-government-announces-job-loans-for-migrants-2323908.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jul/01/odisha-government-announces-job-loans-for-migrants-2323908.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jun/17/drones-incentives-for-fishermen-to-protect-gharials-in-tikarpada-2317484.html
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(wildlife) division and other divisions on both sides of the Mahanadi river have been asked to 

use drones to ensure protection of the hatchlings. CCTVs have been installed at strategic 

locations including Baladamara in Tikarpada range to observe their movement and enhance 

protection measures. As part of the post nesting and flood arrangement, the DFO of Satkosia 

(WL) division has been assigned to track the movement of hatchlings by forming a special 

team and providing a boating facility. Since chances of hatchlings entering inside nullahs of the 

river are high, the monitoring team will take necessary steps to protect them. In case the 

hatchlings get swept away in the main river during rains, they will be rescued by a team which 

would be kept in readiness and handed over to authorities at Tikarpada.  With the reared 

gharials failing to survive in the gorge, the Satkosia (WL) division has been given the 

responsibility of ensuring their protection using technology. All DFOs on either side of the 

river Mahanadi have been asked to deploy staff to give information to the fishermen and collect 

gharial/hatchlings if caught alive in their net. The fishermen will be paid `1,000 for the purpose. 

This apart, fishing by blasting will be dealt with rigidly. As many as 28 hatchlings from a nest 

were sighted by the officials and research team working for the revival of the gharial population 

in the river near Satkosia gorge in last week of May. The hatchlings were spotted at 

Baladamara area of the sanctuary 

Odisha: New software to keep fishing vessels away from Gahiramatha 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-new-software-to-

keep-fishing-vessels-away-from-gahiramatha-77472 

 "The fisheries department of Odisha has started installing a software in the Global 

Positioning Systems (GPS) of all mechanised fishing vessels to prevent them from entering the 

Gahiramatha marine sanctuary, famous for its Olive Ridley turtles. Manas Ranjan Sahoo, the 

additional director of fisheries (marine) department, said his team installed Geo Coordinate 

Software in the GPS of 90 fishing trawlers recently, as part of the first phase. All 1,742 

mechanised fishing vessels of the state, including 559 trawlers in Paradip fishing harbour near 

the sanctuary would be fitted with GPS which had the software soon, he added. ―Fishing vessel 

owners will purchase GPS and the software engineers of the fisheries department will install 

the software in it. Such GPS will alert fishermen to not enter the marine sanctuary as it is a 

restricted zone for fishing,‖ Sahoo said. The sanctuary, in Kendrapara district, is the world‘s 

largest rookery of sea turtles. The Orissa High Court had directed the state government March 

16, 2021 to install the geo coordinates of the sanctuary‘s boundary in GPS systems of all 

fishing boats to track their movements.  The court‘s action followed a February 4 report in 

Down to Earth that 800 Olive Ridley turtles had died since January this year due to the 

negligence of the state‘s forest and fisheries department. The court took suo motu cognisance 

of the report February 23 and registered a case. It constituted a three-member panel February 

26 comprising Kartik Shankar, a sea turtle researcher of the Indian Institute of Science in 

Bengaluru, Sushant Nanda, director (environment) of the state forest administration and 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-new-software-to-keep-fishing-vessels-away-from-gahiramatha-77472
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advocate Mohit Agarwal. All three members of the panel interacted with fisherfolk, locals, 

forest and fisheries officials March 6. The panel submitted its report to the high court March 

15. The court has also directed the forest department to physically demarcate the marine 

sanctuary. The forest department has accordingly demarcated the sanctuary area covering 1,435 

square kilometers in the sea from Hukitola to Dhamara by installing 15 buoys.   

―Each buoy costs Rs 7.5 lakh. We received Rs 1.15 crore as part of the Compensatory 

Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority (CAMPA) funds from the forest 

department to purchase the buoys from a Bhubaneswar-based company,‖ Bikash Rajnan Dash, 

the divisional forest officer of the Bhitarkanika National Park. Gahiramatha lies within the 

park‘s boundaries. Gahirmatha was declared a marine sanctuary in 1997 to protect Olive 

Ridleys. Dash added: ―Due to the non-demarcation of the ‗No Fishing Zone‘ in Gahirmatha, 

forest and coast guard officials used to arrest many fishermen each year on charges of fishing in 

the sanctuary. Most of these entries were made inadvertently by fishermen as the sanctuary was 

not demarcated. Now, we hope fishermen will not enter the sanctuary.‖ 

Gujarat, Odisha and West Bengal: Managing risks from overlapping hazards 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/managing-risks-from-overlapping-hazards/lite/ 

 "Within a span of a week, first the Western Coast (Gujarat in particular) and then the 

eastern coast (Odisha and West Bengal) were battered with cyclones —Tauktae in the west and 

Yaas in the east. While cyclones and storms are not unusual on the Eastern coast (we have 

witnessed Aila, Bulbul, Amphan in the past), what was unique this time was that an 

environmental hazard happened in the middle of another mega hazard – the Covid-19 

pandemic. Moreover, while the Yaas cyclone caused immediate damage, the flooding it 

induced took the adversity to a different scale altogether. We need to take cognisance of the 

fact that such overlapping hazards could be a recurrent phenomenon. Accordingly, the disaster 

risk reduction activities need to be geared towards first an interdisciplinary diagnosis of various 

risk drivers.  

This then needs to be followed by a sequence of interventions spread round-the-year — not a 

knee-jerk ex-post set of actions – with a focus on building resilience at the individual and 

community level. History – up to as recently as last year – shows that millions of hectares over 

the Ganga-Brahmaputra flood plains and the delta have been subjected to riverine and flash 

floods on clockwork regularity. Further, the densely populated riverine areas, the sand bars that 

dot the river channels, and the deltas are continuously subjected to river bank erosion. Often 

these two phenomena coincide in the flood months. This year, with Covid already rampaging 

the countryside, the future looks ominous. Though already late, the ongoing adversities 

resulting from the Yaas cyclone and Yaas-induced flooding amidst the pandemic, need to be 

seen as early warning signals on the challenge that stares at our face.  Any sustained change in 

reducing disaster risk would require a clinical understanding of the risk drivers. In disaster 

https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/managing-risks-from-overlapping-hazards/lite/
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parlance, the risk is defined as a product of hazard and vulnerability. When overlapping hazards 

take place, with each hazard having their own character, the final shape of the hazard is often a 

product of these individual characters. In the recent case of Yaas and the flooding induced by it, 

the former was a single event, with high magnitude, spread over a limited time duration (few 

hours), with moderate speed of onset (over days), and high arial and spatial dispersion (multiple 

districts over the three states of Odisha, West Bengal and Jharkhand).  

The resultant flooding, in the coastal districts and in the Sunderbans delta, was of moderate 

magnitude, spread over a much longer duration of time, high frequency with the tidal surges 

continuing to inundate vast stretches of coastal areas and riverine deltas. So, finally, we have a 

situation where the overall hazard is much larger than the triggering cyclone. Vulnerability, or 

the propensity of loss, is itself an outcome of complicated processes. The proximate causes of 

vulnerability could be the recurrent exposure to hazards as people continue to live in unsafe 

conditions — whether on the riverine flood plains, the sinking deltas or the eroding sand bars. 

However, this understanding of vulnerability often equates it with exposure and biophysical 

factors. Hence limiting the exposure, either through zoning or planned retreat, becomes an 

important way of reducing this biophysical vulnerability. But vulnerability also emerges from 

underlying socio-economic-political conditions. Often the (socially, economically and 

politically) marginalised population have to reside in such precarious areas.  

They often lack access to various resources – land (due to salinity intrusion or erosion), safe 

housing, water and sanitation, stable livelihoods and markets. All this is both a cause and 

outcome of their social vulnerability. The delicate balance in their life, the subsistence nature of 

their livelihoods gets seriously disturbed with every event of a hazard. Every event of a hazard 

is hence followed by increasing outmigration of able-bodied men and women from the area.  

As the geographer Susan Cutter has argued, this interaction of biophysical and social 

vulnerability jointly forms vulnerability-of-place. The densely populated flood plains, the sand 

bars, the delta and the coast are social and physical spaces where this vulnerability-of-place 

manifests. As an outcome of the cyclone Yass and the Yaas-induced flooding, we are currently 

witnessing such disruptions in the form of salinity intrusion, loss of agriculture and capture 

fisheries, decimation of the marine capture fishery supply chain in East Midnapore district, lack 

of access to safe water and a pitiable condition in the villages in Sunderbans delta, where 

rotting fish, plants and animals are resulting in severe stench and pollution are enhancing the 

possibility of water borne disease. All these when the state is in the middle of pandemic. The 

risk of escalation of water borne diseases and another wave of Covid cases in the affected stares 

at our face. It is important that lessons are drawn from such adversities and some short-term 

proactive planning is taken on war-footing in other areas/states to avoid similar sad state of 

events. But disaster risks cannot be managed by short-term reactive actions.  

Risk can only be managed and minimised through a plethora of year-round activities that 

combines certain defence strategies that reduce the probability of the occurrence of the hazards 
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in the first instance, with preparation strategies like early warning, arrangement of adequate 

spaces for evacuation and prompt rescue and evacuation, and risk mitigation and adaptation 

strategies that could enhance the risk absorptive capacity among the population through 

reduction in the consequences of such overlapping hazards by enhancing the (flood)risk-proof 

capacity among the exposed population.  An overwhelming focus only on flood defence 

strategy, that is inherently infrastructure heavy, often remains ill-implemented and is subjected 

to build-forget-rebuild syndrome. Components of this strategy creates a false sense of security 

and actually enhances vulnerability. The dismal state of embankments, their toppling and the 

resulting flooding witnessed now in the coastal districts of West Bengal and in the Sundarbans 

delta clearly indicates their limitations.  

Only through a combination of these strategies can the otherwise vulnerable population have 

the capacity to absorb, recover, adapt and transform even in the face of overlapping hazards. 

Only then will resilience be built. This would require a multidisciplinary approach to risk 

reduction, where each of the risk drivers is subject to interdisciplinary deliberation by a 

multiple set of institutions followed by a preparation of a plethora of thematic interventions 

planned round-the-year which would reduce the intensity of the risk drivers. These would build 

resilience among the otherwise exposed and vulnerable population. If such capacities are not 

possible to be built, then planned retreat of the population from those spaces would remain as 

the most prudent strategy. 

Odisha: Announces package for Cyclone Yaas-hit farmers, fishermen 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/accidents-and-disasters/odisha-announces-

package-for-cyclone-yaas-hit-farmers-fishermen.html 

 "Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik Thursday announced a special package for 

farmers, fishermen, and traditional artisans who were badly affected by cyclone Yaas which hit 

the state on May 26. The package was announced after a field assessment report said that the 

cyclone had caused extensive damage to standing crops and plantations, adversely affecting 

small and marginal farmers. Animal husbandry, fisheries, handloom, and sericulture sectors 

have also been severely hit and the state government announced financial assistance to 

ameliorate the suffering of the affected people, an official said. As per the package, agriculture 

input subsidy will be provided to the small and marginal farmers who have sustained crop loss 

of 33 per cent and above. One-time assistance of Rs 6,800 per hectare will be given to the 

affected farmers in rain-fed/non irrigated areas, while Rs 13,500 per hectare will be provided to 

farmers in irrigated areas, a statement said.  

Similarly, Rs 18,000 per hectare will be given for growing all types of perennial crops include 

mango, cashew, coconut, kewra. The assistance will be provided to the actual cultivators and 

not the landowners. The package also made it clear that a minimum subsidy of Rs 2,000 will be 

given for all-weather crops and Rs 1,000 for other crops. Farmers in the affected districts will 

https://www.republicworld.com/india-news/accidents-and-disasters/odisha-announces-package-for-cyclone-yaas-hit-farmers-fishermen.html
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also be given 1.5 lakh quintals of high-quality certified paddy seeds with a 25 per cent discount 

on the current rebate for the 2021 Kharif season.  The rebate will be directly credited to the 

account of the farmers through direct benefit transfer (DBT). The farmers in the affected areas 

will be provided with 2,000 pump sets and 3,000 sprayers at a discounted price. The cyclone-

hit farmers in saline water inundated areas will be given an assistance of Rs 750 per hectare for 

soil nutrient management /soil ameliorants for 10,000 hectares. An incentive of Rs 15,000 per 

farmer will be provided to 125 affected farmers through DBT for the repair and renovation of 

betel vine cultivation.  

A total of 10,000 farmers will be provided with high- quality saplings for Rs 115 for growing 

vegetables. A sum of Rs 40,000 will be provided to 50 mushroom units and farmers will also 

be provided with over 10,000 vegetable mini kits worth Rs 150 each for free of cost. An 

official release issued by the Chief Ministers Office said that expeditious steps will be taken to 

conduct crop cutting experiments to settle the claims of the affected farmers who were insured 

under PMFBY (Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana), with risks of localised calamity and mid-

season adversity as per revised operational guideline of the scheme. The chief minister also 

announced that short-term Kharif loans given to farmers in the cyclone-affected areas having 

crop loss of 33 per cent and above shall be converted into medium-term loans.  

While a sum of Rs 30,000 has been announced for dairy cattle, Rs 25,000 will be given for 

non-dairy animals. Similarly, Rs 3,000 will be provided per goat, Rs 16,000 per calf, and Rs 50 

per poultry bird. An assistance of Rs 2,100 will be provided towards the reconstruction of 

damaged cattle shelters.  Cyclone-affected fishermen will get Rs 4,100 for the repair of their 

partially damaged boats, Rs 2,100 for the repair of partially damaged nets, Rs 9,600 for 

replacement of fully damaged boats, and Rs 2,600 for replacement of completely damaged 

fishing nets. An input subsidy of Rs 12,200 per hectare shall be provided for the renovation of 

damaged fish/fish seed farms and Rs.8,200 per hectare will be provided for damaged fish seed 

farms. Under handicrafts or handloom sector, an assistance of Rs 4,100 will be given to an 

artisan for replacement of equipment and Rs 4,100 for destroyed raw materials and 

manufactured products. Sericulture farmers will be given input subsidy of Rs.4,800 per hectare 

for Eri, Mulberry, Tussar, and Rs.6000 per hectare for Muga, it said. 

Maharashtra, Odisha and West Bengal: Why mangroves matter 

https://www.thehindu.com/children/why-mangroves-matter/article34743502.ece  

"Last month, India was hit by back-to-back cyclones. While cyclone Tauktae formed in the 

Arabian Sea and affected coastal districts in Kerala, Karnataka, Goa, Maharashtra and Gujarat, 

cyclone Yaas formed in the Bay of Bengal and ravaged parts of Odisha and West Bengal. 

Scientists highlighted the impact of climate change in the intensification and frequency of 

tropical storms that hit India. And they also brought our attention to the role played by 

mangrove forests in reducing the impact in Odisha, West Bengal and Mumbai. Although there 

https://www.thehindu.com/children/why-mangroves-matter/article34743502.ece
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were losses to lives and property, it was highlighted by experts that mangroves safeguarded 

people and the inland against the severe storm surges of the cyclones. While Mumbai has a 

mangrove cover of 66 sq km, Odisha and West Bengal boast luxuriant mangrove cover along 

the Bhitarkanika National Park in Kendrapara district and the Sundarbans respectively. What 

are mangrove forests and why are they considered to be beneficial to coastal communities? 

Let‘s find out in this Five Ws and One H.  What is a mangrove?  A mangrove is a small tree or 

shrub that grows along coastlines, taking root in salty sediments, often underwater. The word 

‗mangrove‘ may refer to the habitat as a whole or to the trees and shrubs in the mangrove 

swamp.  

Mangroves are flowering trees, belonging to the families Rhizophoraceae, Acanthaceae, 

Lythraceae, Combretaceae, and Arecaceae. The upper trunk, including the branches and leaves, 

of a mangrove tree lives completely above the waterline, while the lower trunk and the large 

root system are partly covered by seawater. Many species have roots diverging from stems and 

branches and penetrating the soil some distance away from the main stem (like banyan trees).  

What are some of the special features of mangroves?   

• Saline environment: A speciality of mangroves is that they can survive under extreme hostile 

environment such as high salt and low oxygen conditions. Mangrove trees contain a complex 

salt filtration system and complex root system to cope with salt water immersion and wave 

action. The roots filter out 90% of the salt they come into contact with in the saline and 

brackish water they call home. Some species of mangrove excrete salt through glands in their 

leaves.   

• Low oxygen: Underground tissue of any plant needs oxygen for respiration. But in a 

mangrove environment, the oxygen in soil is limited or nil. Hence the mangrove root system 

absorbs oxygen from the atmosphere. Mangroves have special roots for this purpose called 

breathing roots or pneumatophores. These roots have numerous pores through which oxygen 

enters the underground tissues.   

• Mangroves, like desert plants, store fresh water in thick succulent leaves. A waxy coating on 

the leaves seals in water and minimises evaporation.   

• Mangroves are viviparous – their seeds germinate while still attached to the parent tree. Once 

germinated, the seedling grows into a propagule. The mature propagule then drops into the 

water and gets transported to a different spot, eventually taking root in a solid ground.  How do 

mangrove forests help protect against strong cyclones?   

• Mangrove forests act as natural barriers against storm surge, coastal flooding and sea level 

rise. Their intricate root system stabilises the coastline, reducing erosion from storm surges. 

Together with the tree trunks, they work like speed-breakers to slow down the tides.   
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• They protect shorelines from damaging winds and waves. A series of studies in the early 

2000s discovered that mangroves with an average height of 6-10 metres could shorten a 

cyclone‘s waves by 60%.   

• Mangroves also help prevent erosion by stabilising sediments with their tangled root systems.  

• A 2013 study of mangroves in Florida estimated that a mangrove forest could reduce the 

effects of a Category 5 storm to the intensity and effects of a Category 3 storm.  What are the 

other benefits to the environment?   

• Mangrove thickets maintain water quality by filtering pollutants and trapping sediments 

originating from land.   

• They provide habitat for a diverse array of terrestrial organisms. Their branches provide 

homes for lizards, snakes and nesting birds. Many species of coastal and offshore fish and 

shellfish rely exclusively on mangroves as their breeding, spawning, and hatching grounds.   

• Mangroves also have a big impact on climate. Mangroves are powerhouses when it comes to 

carbon storage. Studies indicate that mangroves can sequester (lock away) greater amount of 

carbon than other trees in the peat soil beneath. They store this carbon for thousands of years.   

• Many people living in and around mangroves depend on them for their livelihood. The trees 

are a source of wood for construction and fuel. The ecosystem provides local fishermen with a 

rich supply of fish, crabs and shellfish. The ecosystem also supports tourism.   

Where is mangrove ecosystems found?  Mangroves can be found in over 118 countries and 

territories in the tropical and subtropical regions of the world. Asia has the largest coverage of 

the world‘s mangroves, followed by Africa, North and Central America, Oceania and South 

America. Approximately 75% of the world‘s mangrove forests are found in just 15 countries. In 

India: The deltas of the Ganges, Mahanadi, Krishna, Godavari, and the Cauvery rivers contain 

mangrove forests. The backwaters in Kerala have a high density of mangrove forest. The 

Sundarbans in West Bengal is the largest mangrove region in the world and a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site. It spans from the Hooghly River in West Bengal to the Baleswar River in 

Bangladesh. The Bhitarkanika mangrove system in Odisha is India‘s second largest mangrove 

forest. Pichavaram in Tamil Nadu has a vast expanse of water covered with mangrove forests. 

It is home to many aquatic bird species.  What are the threats to mangroves?  Scientists 

estimate that at least one third of all mangrove forests has been lost during the last few decades. 

Coastal development, including construction of shrimp farms, hotels, and other structures, is 

the primary threat to mangroves. Mangrove forests are cleared to make room for agricultural 

land and human settlements.   
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• Mangrove trees are used for firewood, construction wood, charcoal production, and animal 

fodder. In some parts of the world, there has been overharvesting which is no longer 

sustainable.   

• Overfishing, pollution, and rising sea levels are the other threats to mangrove forests and their 

ecosystem. 

Odisha: Yaas washes away hopes of shrimp, fish farmers 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/31/yaas-washes-away-hopes-

of-shrimp-fish-farmers-2309773.html  

"Cyclone Yaas and the resultant floods have shattered the hopes of around 10,000 shrimp and 

fish farmers of the coastal district and nearby areas. Shrimps and fish in farms and ponds over 

vast stretches of land in many villages of Rajkanika, Aul and Rajnagar blocks have been 

washed away, causing huge losses to the farmers. Aquaculture farmers of Rajnagar are the 

hardest hit. Pravat Das, a shrimp cultivator of the seaside Batighar village said, ―My shrimp 

farms over six acre of land were completely washed away by the tidal surge. I lost shrimps 

worth `30 lakh from my gheris. I don‘t know how long it will take to recover the loss.‖ Sources 

said aquaculture lifted many people out of poverty within the last decade in the district. Many 

fishermen had reared juvenile fish a few months back. But the gushing floodwater and tides 

washed those away. This apart, many houses, structures and equipment surrounding the ponds 

and farms were also washed away. Abhiram Biswal of Padanipal village said almost all the fish 

from my pond were swept away in the flood.  

―Last year, I spent Rs 50,000 to renovate the pond and released the juveniles two months back. 

Now my fate is hanging in balance,‖ he rued.  President of Odisha Marine Fish Producers‘ 

Association Sumant Biswal said huge quantity of shrimps were washed away by tidal surge that 

breached the embankments at many places during Yaas and floods in the coastal parts of the 

State. The shrimp farmers of Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur have incurred 

massive losses. President of Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union Prasana Behera 

demanded introduction of interest-free or low interest loans to enable farmers to overcome the 

losses incurred in the cyclone and flood. Contacted, district fisheries officer Mamata Mohapatra 

said, ―Only 729 shrimp farmers have registered their farms spread over 1400 acre of land in 

Kendrapara. But other farms are illegal as those violate the coastal regulation zone and the 

rulings of the Supreme Court. ―Farmers cultivating shrimp without registering with the Coastal 

Aquaculture Authority are liable to be imprisoned for three years and levied a fine of up to `1 

lakh. Only the registered shrimp farmers are entitled to get help from the government. We are 

estimating the loss and all the affected shrimp and fish farmers will get assistance from the 

department,‖ Mohapatra added. 

Odisha: Cyclone Yaas inflicts heavy losses on Kendrapada fish farmers 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/31/yaas-washes-away-hopes-of-shrimp-fish-farmers-2309773.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/31/yaas-washes-away-hopes-of-shrimp-fish-farmers-2309773.html
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/cyclone-yaas-inflicts-heavy-losses-

on-kendrapada-fish-farmers/articleshow/83167965.cms 

 "Around 10,000 shrimp and fish farmers in coastal Kendrapada and its nearby areas 

suffered huge losses as cyclone Yaas and subsequent floods washed away most farms and with 

it the shrimps in Rajkanika, Aul and Rajnagar blocks. The tidal surge breached embankments 

of shrimp farms at many places in Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapada and Jagatsinghpur districts, 

Sumant Biswal, president of Odisha Marine Fish Producers' Association, said. Pravat Das, a 

shrimp farmer from Kendrapada's Batighar village, said, ""I have incurred huge losses as my 

shrimp farms on six acres were completely washed away. I lost shrimps worth Rs 30 lakh. 

Recovering from the loss will be difficult."" Fish farmers in Kendrapada's Rajnagar, Aul and 

Rajkanika blocks also sustained losses. The cyclonic storm washed away houses and other 

structures surrounding the ponds and farms.  

""We want introduction of interest-free or low interest loans to enable them to overcome the 

losses,"" Prasana Behera, president of Odisha Traditional Fish Workers Union (OTFWU), said. 

""Almost all fishes from my pond were washed away in the flood. Last year, I spent Rs 50,000 

to renovate the pond and two months back released the juveniles,"" said Abhiram Biswal of 

Padanipal village. District fisheries officer (Kendrapada) Mamata Mohapatra said only 729 

shrimp farmers have registered their farms on 1,400 acres of land in the district. ""Other shrimp 

farms are illegal as those violate the coastal regulation zone and rulings of the Supreme Court 

and Orissa high court. Farmers cultivating shrimp without registering with the coastal 

aquaculture authority (CAA) are liable to be imprisoned for three years and fined up to Rs 1 

lakh. We are estimating the loss. All affected shrimp and fish farmers will get help from the 

department,"" he said. 

Odisha & West Bengal: PM reviews damage due to cyclone Yaas 

https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pm-reviews-damage-due-to-cyclone-

yaas/?comment=disable 

 "On Friday, 28th May 2021, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited Odisha & West 

Bengal to review the situation arising out of Cyclone Yaas. He undertook an aerial survey of 

the cyclone affected areas in Bhadrak and Baleswar districts of Odisha, and Purba Medinipur in 

West Bengal. In Bhubaneswar, the Prime Minister chaired a meeting to review the relief and 

rehabilitation measures being undertaken. The Prime Minister was briefed that maximum 

damage due to Cyclone Yaas happened in Odisha, and some parts of West Bengal and 

Jharkhand have also been affected. Shri Modi announced a financial assistance of Rs 1000 

crore for immediate relief activities. Rs 500 crore would be immediately given to Odisha. 

Another Rs 500 crores has been announced for West Bengal and Jharkhand, which will be 

released on the basis of the damage. The Union Government will deploy an Inter-Ministerial 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/cyclone-yaas-inflicts-heavy-losses-on-kendrapada-fish-farmers/articleshow/83167965.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/cyclone-yaas-inflicts-heavy-losses-on-kendrapada-fish-farmers/articleshow/83167965.cms
https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pm-reviews-damage-due-to-cyclone-yaas/?comment=disable
https://www.pmindia.gov.in/en/news_updates/pm-reviews-damage-due-to-cyclone-yaas/?comment=disable
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Team to visit the states to assess the extent of damage, based on which further assistance will 

be given.  

Prime Minister assured the people of Odisha, West Bengal and Jharkhand that the Union 

Government would closely work with the State Governments at this difficult time, extend all 

possible assistance for restoration and rebuilding of the infrastructure in the affected areas.  

Prime Minister expressed his complete solidarity with all those who suffered due to the cyclone 

and expressed deep sorrow to the families who have lost their kin during the calamity. He 

announced an ex-gratia of Rs. 2 lakh to the next of kin of the deceased and Rs. 50,000 to the 

seriously injured in the cyclone. PM said that we have to continue the focus towards more 

scientific management of disasters. As the frequency and impact of cyclonic systems are 

increasing in the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal, communication systems, mitigation 

efforts and preparedness have to undergo a major change. He also spoke about the importance 

of building trust among people for better cooperation in relief efforts. PM Modi appreciated the 

preparedness and disaster management activities by the Government of Odisha which has 

resulted in minimal loss of lives. He also noted that the state has embarked on long term 

mitigation efforts for dealing with such natural disasters. He also mentioned that Disaster 

Mitigation has been given emphasis by the Finance Commission too by provisioning for 

mitigation funds to the tune of Rs. 30,000 crore. 

Odisha: Balasore worst-hit: One killed, lakhs affected by cyclone Yaas 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/27/balasore-worst-hit-

onekilled-lakhs-affected-by-cyclone-yaas-2308172.html 

 "A youth died and lakhs of people were affected in the district as cyclone Yaas made 

landfall at Bahanaga on Wednesday. The deceased, a 22-year-old man of Bhaskarganja village 

in Sahadevkhunta, died after a tree fell on him. The cyclone wreaked havoc in several parts of 

the district with Baliapal and Bhograi blocks bearing the maximum brunt apart from Bahanaga. 

Thousands of people in both the blocks were stranded after tidal waves entered several seaside 

villages. In Bhograi block, 30 jetties at Talasari beach and 22 at Udaypur were damaged due to 

high tidal waves. These apart, above 200 shops at the beaches suffered damage due to strong 

winds. Chakradhar Sahoo of Baliapal‘s Badatalapada village said many villagers were forced to 

take shelter on the roof of their houses as around 10 feet high tidal waves swept in and 

inundated the area. People also complained of their household belongings, electronic 

accessories and stocked dry food being damaged by the storm surge.  Sahoo said all the 200 

families of the village were evacuated to the nearest school building and an abandoned helipad 

where they took shelter under tents erected by the local administration. Seawater has inundated 

around 260 acre of prawn gheris after the tidal ingress. At least 10 families of Kalarui under 

Jamkunda panchayat, who had taken shelter in the village school, were forced to move to the 

building‘s roof after seawater entered the rooms.  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/27/balasore-worst-hit-onekilled-lakhs-affected-by-cyclone-yaas-2308172.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/27/balasore-worst-hit-onekilled-lakhs-affected-by-cyclone-yaas-2308172.html
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In Rashalpur village, vast tracts of crop land were submerged in seawater. Villagers 

apprehended that vegetable and other crops might get damaged if the water doesn‘t recede 

soon. Ashok Patra of Chowmukh near Dagara beach said around 150 families were marooned 

in the village due to water-logging and property worth lakhs of rupees were damaged due to the 

cyclone. He appealed to the district administration to provide food and drinking water to the 

villagers as the storm surge had damaged all their belongings. In Kumbhirgadhi panchayat 

under Bhograi block, 700 people were affected as seawater entered their villages. Vegetables of 

farmers, who were not able to sell their produce due to the cyclone-induced rains, were 

damaged by the tidal ingress. District emergency officer Rizwana Kawkab said many trees 

were uprooted in Nilagiri, Oupada, Bahanaga and Simulia under the impact of the cyclone. 

More than 1.5 lakh people were evacuated to safer places by Wednesday morning.  As 

Budhabalanga swells, scores of people shifted  District police and administration started 

evacuation of families from the low-lying areas near Budhabalanga river as the water level 

started rising due to heavy rainfall induced by cyclone Yaas. While NDRF and ODRAF had 

moved 67,980 people to nearby shelter homes earlier, few others were shifted on Wednesday 

afternoon anticipating flood-like situation. Sub Collector and in-charge officer of Baripada 

municipality P Anvesha Reddy said vulnerable people have been moved to safety and 422 free 

kitchens set up at 26 blocks to provide cooked food to them. Sources said, if the water level 

keeps rising beyond the danger level in Budhabalanga, it will flood five villages under 

Baripada municipality and more than 25 under Bangiriposi, Kuliana, Shamakhunta, Badasahi 

and Betnoti blocks. Reports revealed that 17 areas of Similipal National Park received huge 

rain. While Jashipur block received the highest of 190.2 mm rainfall in the evening, 302.59 mm 

had been reported from Bhanjabasa inside Similipal reserve. The water level in Budhabalanga 

was at 3.26 metre below the warning level of 29.7 metre while its danger level is marked at 

30.92 metre at Astia near Baripada town. 

Jharkhand: After Whiplashing West Bengal & Odisha, Cyclone Yaas weakens into deep 

depression 

https://news.abplive.com/news/india/after-whiplashing-west-bengal-and-odisha-cyclone-

yaas-weakens-into-deep-depression-over-jharkhand-10-points-1460374 

 "The storm has weakened into a deep depression and one more state which could have 

been severely impacted by the intense storm will now receive moderate to heavy rainfall on 

Thursday according to IMD. However, cyclone 'Yaas', which whiplashed the country's eastern 

coasts, dumping heavy rain and damaging houses and farmlands have severely affected West 

Bengal and Odisha. While Jharkhand is witnessing such intense effects of cyclone for the first 

time, Cyclone Yaas uprooted lives in Bengal and Odisha. Both the state CMs took immediate 

steps for relief operation and centre's planning is helping states to overcome the disaster.   

https://news.abplive.com/news/india/after-whiplashing-west-bengal-and-odisha-cyclone-yaas-weakens-into-deep-depression-over-jharkhand-10-points-1460374
https://news.abplive.com/news/india/after-whiplashing-west-bengal-and-odisha-cyclone-yaas-weakens-into-deep-depression-over-jharkhand-10-points-1460374


Odisha News Articles 

136 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

1) West Bengal Chief Minister said one crore people were affected in the state due to cyclone 

'Yaas'. One person also died ""accidentally"" when he had gone out fishing, she said. ""West 

Bengal has been the most affected because we also experienced high tide along with the 

cyclone fury. ""At least one crore people were impacted, and three lakh houses and 134 

embankments damaged,"" she told reporters at the state secretariat.   

2) Cyclone Yaas that barrelled through coastal Odisha triggering damage of varying degrees 

spared Bhitarkanika National Park and adjoining hamlets in Kendrapara district with its 

luxuriant mangrove cover acting as a protective barrier against Nature's fury. An official said 

that the mangrove forest has withstood the wind velocity of the cyclone yet again. The region 

has witnessed seven major cyclones in the past two decades including Yaas. Each time, the 

cyclonic storm has not impacted the national park and the nearby human habitations, said 

Divisional Forest Officer, Rajnagar Mangrove (wildlife) Forest Division, Bikash Ranjan Dash.  

3) Odisha chief minister Naveen Pattnaik has announced seven-day relief for all families of 128 

marooned villages of Cyclone Yaas-affected districts. All major roads and 80 per cent 

electricity supply will be restored for commutation in the next 24 hours.    

4) The Regional Meteorological Centre has forecast thunderstorm with lightning and light to 

moderate rainfall in parts of Kolkata, East and West Medinipur districts of West Bengal in the 

next 1-2 hours from 6 am today.    

5) The IMD said that isolated rain with thunderstorms is possible over east Uttar Pradesh, 

Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, Gujarat, Konkan & Goa, Maharashtra, Marathawada, 

Chhattisgarh, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal and 

northern interior Karnataka. Scattered rain with thunderstorms is expected over Bihar and 

southern interior Karnataka.   

6) Despite being hit by Cyclone Yaas, the Odisha government has ensured the uninterrupted 

supply of liquid medical oxygen (LMO) which is required by several states where the cases of 

Covid-19 are still high. State government officials said that the uninterrupted supply of LMO 

was due to proper planning by the government. Speaking to IANS, YK Jethwa, ADG Law and 

Order of Odisha police said, ""Advanced planning was done and standard operating procedure 

was prepared for ensuring unhindered Oxygen movement, while ensuring the safety of oxygen 

production centres, tankers, drivers and other staff."" Jethwa said that each tanker was moved 

under close supervision and escort of Odisha Police.   

7) Rescue operations are still continuing as many trees and electric poles are uprooted after the 

cyclone hit areas. Teams, which are deployed on the ground, are removing these uprooted trees 

from the roads to keep communication lines clear.   

8) The Indian Army rescued around 700 people marooned at different places in West Bengal's 

East Midnapore district, which bore the brunt of cyclone 'Yaas', as large tracts of land in coastal 
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areas of the state were inundated in a storm surge, a Defence official said. Stranded people 

were also rescued from places submerged in the storm surge in South 24 Parganas and Howrah, 

he said.   

9) People of 14 of the 23 districts of West Bengal faced electricity outage due to Cyclone Yaas 

and many sub-stations are under water following heavy rain induced by the storm on 

Wednesday, Power Minister Aroop Biswas said. He said he sought a report from the power 

utilities of the state for loss assessment within 72 hours. ""There is waist-level water in many 

locations. A number of sub-stations are now under water. Loss assessment will be available 

after ground surveys,"" Biswas said. The state-owned West Bengal State Electricity 

Distribution Company Limited (WBSEDCL) supplies power to most of the districts.   

10) The government on Wednesday said there was the minimal impact of the cyclone on 

telecom infrastructure and the networks were extensively used to alert people in local languages 

to reduce damages. Telecom secretary Anshu Prakash told PTI that it was the first time voice 

messages were used to reach out to people in local languages and alert them about the cyclone 

Yaas threat. ""This is the first time voice alerts were sent to people in their local language, 

which should have had an impact. Telecom service providers (TSPs) readily cooperated to offer 

this facility free of cost. We will add this facility as standard protocol for disaster 

management,"" Prakash said. 

Odisha: Cyclone Yaas makes landfall in Balasore, triggers heavy damage 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cyclone-yaas-makes-landfall-in-balasore-

triggers-heavy-damage/article34652295.ece 

 "The ‗Very Severe Cyclonic Storm‘ Yaas that made landfall south of Balasore in Odisha 

on Wednesday tore into the bordering regions of West Bengal and Odisha and weakened into a 

cyclonic storm, leaving behind a trail of destruction in its wake on the eastern coast. Five 

persons were killed — four in Odisha and one in West Bengal. In pictures | Cyclone Yaas 

uproots life West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said one crore people had been 

affected and about 15 lakh people had been evacuated and housed in shelters. National Disaster 

Response Force and Army personnel joined the rescue and relief operations. In Odisha, 128 

villages in Balasore and Bhadrak districts were inundated following seawater ingression. The 

cyclone caused extensive damage to power transmission lines in coastal areas. Hundreds of 

thatched houses were ravaged. Cyclone Yaas updates | May 26, 2021 Yaas battered the tree 

cover while passing through Balasore and Mayurbhanj districts. Thousands of big trees were 

uprooted. According to the India Meteorological Department, the storm crossed the north 

Odisha coast about 20 km south of Balasore between 10.30 a.m. and 11.30 a.m. with estimated 

wind speeds of 130-140 kmph.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cyclone-yaas-makes-landfall-in-balasore-triggers-heavy-damage/article34652295.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/cyclone-yaas-makes-landfall-in-balasore-triggers-heavy-damage/article34652295.ece
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The cyclone hit the coast with far less intensity than what was predicted. By afternoon, the 

cyclonic storm moved away from Balasore and entered Mayurbhanj district, triggering heavy 

rain. The system is expected to enter Jharkhand as a cyclone.  6.5 lakh evacuated  In Odisha, 

coastal districts of Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur and northern Mayurbhanj 

district were affected. The State had already evacuated about 6.5 lakh people, including 1.52 

lakh in Balasore, 1.20 lakh in Bhadrak and 1 lakh in Mayurbhanj district. Also read | Bay of 

Bengal, fomenting Yaas, hotter than usual Special Relief Commissioner Pradeep Kumar Jena 

said the extent of damage was being assessed. Collectors of Balasore and Keonjhar had 

confirmed two deaths, he said. As predicted by the IMD, tidal surge was observed above four 

metres in Balasore and Bhadrak. ―Inundation was reported in the Dhamra area of Bhadrak 

district and Bahanaga, Remuna, Baliapal and Balasore town of Balasore district. People had cut 

roads at several places to discharge water. The embankments would be repaired soon,‖ said Mr. 

Jena.  CM‘s directive  Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced seven days of relief for all 

families of 128 marooned villages and directed restoration of all major roads and 80% 

restoration of electricity supply in affected districts in 24 hours. Also read | Cyclone Yaas turns 

Kolkata weather pleasant, but mood remains sombre According to Mr. Jena, 295 roads out of 

305 belonging to the Public Works Department and 200 out of 300 roads of the Rural 

Development department were restored by evening. The Similipal Biosphere in Mayurbhanj 

received 146 mm of rain.  

According to the IMD, heavy to very heavy rainfall has been predicted at a few places over 

Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapada, Jagatsinghpur, Cuttack, Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar and 

Dhenkanal, with isolated extremely heavy fall very likely to occur over the districts of Jajpur, 

Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar and Dhenkanal on Thursday.  Houses damaged  West Bengal Chief 

Minister Mamata Banerjee said three lakh houses had been damaged due to the cyclonic 

storrm. Large parts of Digha, Tajpur and Haldia town in Purba Medinipur district (district 

bordering Odisha) along with several areas in the Sunderbans were inundated. Experts and the 

Chief Minister said the combined effects of the full moon tide and the cyclone led to breaching 

of embankments in South 24 Parganas and Purba Medinipur districts. Ms. Banerjee said there 

were reports of breach of embankments at 134 places in the State. Also read | 1 crore people hit 

due to Cyclone Yaas, 15 lakh evacuated: Mamata ―There has been extensive damage to 

agriculture due to ingress of saline water. Allied sectors such as fisheries, horticulture have 

suffered damage, but we will be able to estimate the complete situation in 72 hours,‖ she said, 

keeping a watch on the cyclone from the administration headquarters Nabanna for two days in a 

row. Several villages in the coastal areas of West Bengal‘s South 24 Parganas district, 

including Namkhana, Kakdwip, Frasergunj, Dhankhali, Sandeshkhali lay submerged. At Sagar 

Island, seawater reached the Kapil Muni temple, a few hundred metres away from the coast.  

The rural areas of Purba Medinipur district in Nandigram and Contai were waterlogged. In 

Howrah, several villages were submerged in the Amta and Shyampur areas. After the cyclone, 
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people were seen wading through deep water carrying children and cattle to safer places.  

Power supply  While the damage was less and Kolkata was largely spared by the cyclone 

impact on this occasion, roofs of resorts were blown off, trees were uprooted, and massive 

waves swept over the coastal areas. Meanwhile, the State government has advised power 

distribution companies to suspend supply in waterlogged areas. One death was reported in 

Purba Medinipur due to accidental drowning, when a villager, rescued by the administration, 

went fishing during the cyclone. Ms. Banerjee thanked the people for cooperating with ―one of 

the biggest evacuations‖ carried out in a span of a few days. She also urged people residing in 

areas close to the river to remain alert during high tide. According to the State government, 

people were housed at 4,000 flood centres. The IMD had predicted heavy rainfall at isolated 

places over West Midnapore, Jhargram, Bankura, Purulia, East Medinipur and West Burdwan 

districts along with squally winds of 70-80 kmph gusting to 90 kmph over Jhargram, West 

Midnapore, Bankura, Purulia and West Burdwan districts. During the day, along with the State 

administration, more than 35 teams of the National Disaster Response Force helped in rescuing 

people stranded in waterlogged areas of Purba Medinipur and South 24 Parganas. Seventeen 

columns of the Army, deployed in 10 districts of the State, also lent a hand in rescue work. 

Cyclone Yaas: Community radios air safety message to rural pockets of Odisha  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/26/cyclone-yaas-community-

radios-air-safety-message-to-rural-pockets-of-odisha-2307700.html 

 "With cyclone Yaas threatening to disrupt communication networks, a small group of 

broadcasters on Tuesday started working towards disseminating government alerts and real-

time information on the calamity to remote coastal communities.  Five community radio 

stations - Radio Smile at Baliapal (Balasore), Radio Bulbul at Bhadrak, Radio Swaraj at Jajpur, 

Radio Namaskar at Konark and Radio Upkar at Keonjhar commenced live broadcast early on 

Tuesday morning when Yaas was a few hundred kilometres from the Paradip coast.  The 

broadcasters are advising people on dos and don‘ts when the situation worsens and cyclone 

makes landfall besides, health advisories on COVID-19.  Biswajit Padhi, chief functionary of 

Community Radio Association of Odisha (CRAO) said that the community radios will continue 

to broadcast updates on wind speed and cyclone directions till their towers are hit by the 

cyclone.    

Radio Bulbul in Bhadrak, where the cyclone is likely to make the landfall, has been 

coordinating with the district administration and IMD officials to pass on real time information 

to the people, informed Sk Mohd Niyaz, secretary, CRAO.   The radios will cover at least 5,000 

habitations in its broadcast so that no casualty is reported. While information on cyclone and 

government advisories are being collected from district administrations, BDOs, Tehsildars and 

volunteers, telephone lines have been kept open in the radio stations for people to send in 

information and seek help during any emergency.  Odisha currently has 19 community radio 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/26/cyclone-yaas-community-radios-air-safety-message-to-rural-pockets-of-odisha-2307700.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/26/cyclone-yaas-community-radios-air-safety-message-to-rural-pockets-of-odisha-2307700.html
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stations. During Amphan and Fani cyclones that the State witnessed in the last two years, radio 

was the only source of information for the people on safety measures to take as disruption of 

telecommunication and power snapped their access to mobile connection and television. 

Odisha and West Bengal: Lakhs evacuated ahead of Cyclone Yaas landfall 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-lakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-

odisha-as-cyclone-yaas-nears-indias-east-coastlakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-ahead-

of-cyclone-ya-2449237  

"Cyclone Yaas has begun the landfall process, the India Meteorological Department said at 9 

am. The location of the landfall is north of Dhamra and south of Bahanaga, close to Bahanaga 

block, on the coast, around 50 km of Balasore, an official said. The wind speed during landfall 

was at 130-140 kmph, gusting to 155 kmph, as per Doppler radar data. ""The landfall process 

has begun and will take three-four hours to complete. The maximum impact will be in Balasore 

and Bhadrak districts,"" Odisha's Special Relief Commissioner PK Jena said. Around 5.80 lakh 

people have been shifted to safe shelters, he said  Visuals from Bengal's Digha and South 24 

Paraganas districts, and Odisha's Kendrapara showed strong winds and waves, with some 

coastal areas already flooded and people wading through knee-deep water on roads along the 

sea front. Over 11.5 lakh people have been evacuated from vulnerable places in West Bengal in 

view of the impending cyclone Yaas, informed West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. 

The Odisha government said it has moved over 2 lakh people from vulnerable areas in coastal 

districts to safety. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) earlier predicted that the wind 

speed during the landfall would be around 155-165 kmph, gusting to 185 kmph. The landfall 

process was delayed for some hours with the system's velocity decreasing to 12 kmph from 15-

16 kmph, Mr Jena said. The cyclone did not intensify any further after 2 am, he said. 

Odisha: Cyclone Yaas crosses coast, likely to weaken into ‘Severe Cyclonic Storm’ in next 

3 hours 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-odisha-west-bengal-

rain-weather-7330447/ 

 "The India Meteorological Department (IMD) said the ‗Very Severe Cyclonic Storm‘ 

Yaas, which made landfall in Odisha on Wednesday morning, crossed north Odisha coast about 

20 km south of Balasore during 10:30 am  to 11:30 am with an estimated wind speed of 130-

140 kmph, gusting to 150 kmph. It then moved northwards and lay centred over north coastal 

Odisha, about 15 km south-southwest of Balasore at 11:30 am. The weather agency said it is 

likely to move north-northwestwards and weaken gradually into a severe cyclonic storm during 

the next 3 hours and into a cyclonic storm during the subsequent 6 hours. Odisha‘s Special 

Relief Commissioner PK Jena said, ―The Sea will remain rough till Thursday and the 

accompanying rain will continue. The wind will slow down by the evening and the cyclone is 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-lakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-as-cyclone-yaas-nears-indias-east-coastlakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-ahead-of-cyclone-ya-2449237
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-lakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-as-cyclone-yaas-nears-indias-east-coastlakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-ahead-of-cyclone-ya-2449237
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-lakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-as-cyclone-yaas-nears-indias-east-coastlakhs-evacuated-in-bengal-odisha-ahead-of-cyclone-ya-2449237
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-odisha-west-bengal-rain-weather-7330447/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-odisha-west-bengal-rain-weather-7330447/
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likely to leave Odisha for Jharkhand by midnight.‖ The Met department has predicted very 

heavy rain (more than 200 mm) over Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Jajpur, Bhadrak, Balasore, 

Cuttack, Dhenkanal, Keojhargharh and heavy showers over Puri, Khurda, Angul, Deogarh, 

Sundergarh districts of Odisha on Wednesday. The IMD has predicted light to moderate rainfall 

at isolated places in West Bengal today while Jharkhand is likely to receive heavy to very 

heavy rain today and tomorrow.  

In West Bengal, the coastal districts of Purba Medinipur and South 24 Parganas were inundated 

as a result of rising waters due to the landfall of cyclone Yaas. Water levels of several rivers 

including Bidyadhari, Hooghly and Rupnarayan have risen owing to the cyclone and the 

accompanying storm surge. An official said over 3 lakh people have been evacuated from low-

lying areas in Odisha. Cyclone Yaas has already caused two deaths and damage to homes as 

severe weather and rains affect Odisha and West Bengal.  10 moved to safety by rescue team 

after boat capsizes in river  The NDRF, along with the district administration of Jagatsinghpur 

in Odisha, has rescued 10 people from a river after their boat capsized, amid rough weather 

conditions under the influence of cyclone Yaas, news agency PTI reported. In a video tweeted 

by the Jagatsinghpur district collector, rescue personnel on Tuesday night can be seen holding 

on to an inflatable boat as people disembarked. Jagatsinghpur district collector Sangram K 

Mohapatra said in a tweet on Wednesday, ""Fantastic work by NDRF and BDO, Erasama 

during #CycloneYaas rescuing 10 people in the late night from a river after their boat 

capsized."" He further said that the arduous operation was carried out in the midst of light 

drizzle and 45-kmph wind speed. Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has also lauded the rescue 

effort. ""Appreciate the quick response from the team of @NDRFHQ and Erasama BDO to 

rescue 10 people from a capsized boat in the river, during a courageous night time rescue 

operation,"" he said in a tweet.    

ODRAF carries out road clearing operations after cyclone Yaas landfall Odisha Police 

Wednesday said Jagatsinghpur ODRAF (Odisha Disaster Rapid Action Force) team cleared 

roads in Paradeep Municipal area, after cyclone Yaas made landfall in the state. Below are 

some visuals of the road-clearing operation (ANI)  High alert in Jharkhand, evacuation on amid 

cyclone Yaas threat  Jharkhand, which was put on high alert, continued evacuating low-lying 

areas on Wednesday amid the forecast that cyclone Yaas would be hitting the state by midnight 

after pounding neighbouring Odisha and West Bengal, officials said. Disaster Management 

Secretary Amitabh Kaushal told news agency PTI, ""Operations are being executed on war-

footing in the vulnerable areas in East and West Singhbhum, besides some other districts, in 

view of the very severe cyclonic storm Yaas."" ""We are witnessing high-speed wind and have 

evacuated about 6,000 persons from thatched houses and danger zones to shelter homes in safer 

locations,"" East Singhbhum Deputy Commissioner Suraj Kumar said. People are being shifted 

from low-lying areas near the two rivers in the district that are below the danger mark at 

present, he added.  Large parts of of Bengal's coastal districts inundated  Rising river water 
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levels due to the landfall of cyclone 'Yaas' have inundated large parts of West Bengal's coastal 

districts of Purba Medinipur and South 24 Parganas on Wednesday, as sea waves were seen 

touching coconut tree-tops and cars floating in floodwaters. The seaside towns of Digha and 

Mandarmoni in Purba Medinipur and Fraserganj and Gosaba in South 24 Parganas were among 

the areas affected by a storm surge of more than 2 metres above the astronomical tide level, 

news agency PTI reported.  

Officials said the surging waters have breached embankments at several places in the two 

coastal districts, inundating many villages and small towns. Water levels of several rivers 

including Bidyadhari, Hooghly and Rupnarayan have risen owing to Yaas and accompanying 

storm surge.  Jharkhand to receive heavy rain today and tomorrow  Ranchi experienced a 

change in weather in wake of Cyclone Yass, which made landfall in Odisha on Wednesday 

morning. The IMD said Jharkhand will receive heavy to very heavy rainfall today and 

tomorrow with extremely heavy rainfall in isolated places.  Heavy rain likely in Odisha, West 

Bengal  IMD DG Mrutyunjay Mohapatra Wednesday said Cyclone Yaas is crossing Odisha 

border, south of Balasore. ""It'll reach Jharkhand tomorrow morning. It caused heavy to 

extremely heavy rain in Odisha in past 24 hrs. North Odisha & coastal Odisha expected to 

receive heavy to extremely heavy rain today,"" he said.  

The IMD DG said West Bengal is expected to receive isolated heavy to very heavy rainfall 

today. Jharkhand will receive heavy to very heavy rainfall today and tomorrow with extremely 

heavy rainfall in isolated places. ""Bihar, sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim are expected 

to receive isolated heavy rainfall to very heavy rainfall today and tomorrow. Assam and 

Meghalaya expected to receive isolated heavy rainfall today,"" Mohapatra said.  Six flights 

from Mumbai to Bhubaneswar cancelled  At least six flights between Mumbai to 

Bhubaneshwar have been cancelled in view of Cyclone Yaas, Mumbai Airport PRO said on 

Wednesday.  ""Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport (CSMIA) has witnessed the 

cancellation of flights between Mumbai to Bhubaneswar and Kolkata. Approx 6 flights have 

been cancelled so far. Flights to other regions continue to operate on schedule,"" he said.  

Landfall to continue over next 2 hours  the process of the landfall of 'Very Severe Cyclonic 

Storm' Yaas began south of Odisha's Balasore town around 9 am on Wednesday. It is expected 

to be completed before 1 pm. The current intensity of the wind is 130-140 kmph, gusting to 155 

kmph.  

""The landfall is taking place in Bahanga and Remuna block, south of Balasore town. 

Maximum impact will be in Balasore and Bhadrak districts. The wind speed will be in the 

range of 130-140 kmph. Wind speed will be about 100 kmph even in Mayurbhanj district,"" 

Special Relief Commissioner Pradeep Jena said. Since Tuesday night, coastal districts of 

Odisha and northern parts of the state received heavy to very heavy rain. ""Highest rainfall of 

304 mm was recorded at Kusumi in Mayurbhanj district followed by 288 mm in Chandbali and 

275 mm in Rajnagar. At 36 locations, the rainfall was measured between 110 mm and 304 
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mm,"" Jena said. ""Several low-lying areas close to the coast in Balasore and Bhadrak districts 

were inundated due to heavy rain and tidal surge,"" he added. As per the latest update by the 

IMD, tidal waves of height 2-3 metres above astronomical tide will continue to inundate low-

lying areas of Balasore and Bhadrak and about 2 meters above astronomical tide are likely to 

inundate low-lying areas of Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur district. According to officials, the 

cyclone would cross Mayurbhanj and enter Jharkhand around midnight.  

Over 5 lakh people have been evacuated and shifted to cyclone shelters. Nine districts of the 

state were placed under high alert ahead of the landfall. Residents have been advised to not 

venture out until 4 pm in the evening. ―We will carry out restoration work in Balasore and 

Bhadrak district only after the full completion of the landfall process. We have asked the 

district administrations of Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur districts to make an assessment of the 

situation,‖ he said.  Army launches rescue operation in East Midnapore  The Indian Army 

Wednesday launched a rescue column to rescue 32 civilians stuck due to a surge in water levels 

in East Midnapore. ""To provide immediate support to people in emerging situation due to 

#CycloneYaas, briefing, joint recce, liaison & coordination with WB govt has been completed. 

Rescue and Relief columns are pre-positioned across areas expected to be affected for 

immediate response,"" an official from the Army told news agency ANI.   

Coastal areas of West Bengal flooded Cyclonic storm Yaas made landfall at 9.15 am on 

Wednesday near Balasore in Odisha and it will continue up to three hours. According to the 

state administration, massive damage occurred due to high tides. The Meteorological 

department said the tide height touched more than 5.5 meter in many places in East Midnapore 

and South 24 Parganas. Many places were flooded as a result of sea water entering the coastal 

villages in these two districts. 17 Army personnel have been deployed in East Midnapore to 

evacuate people and to carry out the rescue operations. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata 

Banerjee said, ""In Midnapore 70 km embankment flooded and in South 24 Parganas at least 

15 areas, sea water entered into the villages. The people of Nandigram also called me some 

time ago. They said, in Sonachura and kendamari area already flooded."" She further said, 

""Because of high tide with cyclonic storm, it became havoc in the coastal districts. Already we 

evacuated 11.5 lakh people and requesting them not to return to their house. because the 

situation will be worsen. We are saying that, please return house only when we will confirm 

that, no further devastation will happen. 

"" According to the administration, the water level of Ganga is increasing in Kolkata also. All 

lock gates have already been closed to stop the river water from entering into the city area. All 

flyovers have also been closed due to possibility of high winds accompanied by heavy rainfall.  

Water from the sea floods residential areas in Bhadrak district   Water from the sea flooded the 

residential areas in Dhamra of Bhadrak district on Wednesday. The IMD said that the landfall 

process of Cyclone Yaas will take around 3 hours to complete.   Rain lashes West Bengal, 

Odisha  Heavy rain lashed Odisha and West Bengal under the influence of cyclone Yaas, which 
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made landfall in Odisha on Wednesday morning.  Here is a video of the rainfall that took place 

this morning.  Landfall to continue for 3-4 hours  Odisha Special Relief Commissioner PK Jena 

said the landfall process for cyclone Yaas began around 9 am Wednesday and is expected to 

continue for 3-4 hours. ""It's expected that by around 1 pm, tail end of cyclone will also be 

completely moving to landmass. It's making landfall between Dhamra & Balasore,"" he told 

news agency ANI.   Jena said it will continue to move in Balasore district till afternoon, after 

which it will enter Mayurbhanj district. Wind speed is estimated to be around 120-140 kmph. It 

is expected that this wind speed will continue in Balasore district around 120-140 kmph, he 

added.  

""In Mayurbhanj district, the wind speed is expected to be around 100-110 km per hour. After 

that, it will gradually slow down,"" the Special Relief Commissioner said.  Heavy rainfall, 

thunderstorms predicted in Assam, Meghalaya  The Regional Meteorological Centre (RMC), 

Guwahati has predicted heavy rainfall in Assam and Meghalaya under the impact of cyclone 

Yaas, which has made landfall in Orissa on Wednesday morning. The two northeastern states 

have been given an ‗orange warning‘ which means there will be heavy to very heavy rainfall as 

well as thunder and lightning at isolated places on May 26. A release from the RMC said that 

the storm could lead to localised flooding of roads, waterlogging in low-lying areas, localised 

landlines and minor damage to kutcha roads. It advised the public to avoid going to areas that 

face waterlogging and staying in structures that were vulnerable.  The RMC also said that 

Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram Tripura may see light to moderate rainfall. There could 

also be thunderstorms. It said that ―strong surface winds may cause minor damage to 

plantation, horticulture and standing crops‖ and there were possibilities of ―damage to 

vulnerable structures due to temporary gusty winds.‖  

On Monday, Assam Chief Minister said that Union Minister Amit Shah had enquired about the 

cyclone preparedness of the northeastern states, which would affect the region on May 26 and 

27. 'Informed that emergency services have been pressed into action' he tweeted.  Water from 

the sea enters residential areas in East Midnapiore  Water from the sea enters residential areas 

along New Digha Sea Beach in East Midnapore, West Bengal. 'Very Severe Cyclonic Storm' 

Yaas lay centred about 50 km South-Southeast of Balasore (Odisha), said IMD. Landfall began 

at 9 am on Wednesday.  Cyclone Yaas makes landfall in Odisha  The India Meteorological 

Department (IMD) said 'Very Severe Cyclonic Storm' Yaas centred about 50 km South-

Southeast of Balasore (Odisha) has made landfall around 9 am Wednesay.   Odisha has placed 

nine districts on high alert with the meteorological department warning that Cyclone Yaas will 

make landfall near the Dhamra coast in Bhadrak Wednesday morning — all of these districts 

are in the Covid red zone with more than 1,000 active cases each. On Tuesday, the state 

government added Jajpur, Dhenkanal, Keonjhar and Bhadrak to the list of districts under 

cyclone threat, apart from Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Balasore, Mayurbhanj and Cuttack 

where heavy rainfall is expected. Of these, Cuttack tops the Covid chart with 57,061 cases and 



Odisha News Articles 

145 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

154 deaths in all, with an active caseload of 9,721. The Health Department has asked these 

districts to keep kits ready for immediate screening and testing after the cyclone. The state has 

also decided to suspend all work related to Covid, including testing, vaccination and door 

surveys, from May 25-27. 

West Bengal and Odisha: Cyclone Yaas: All 265 fishing boats have returned to harbour 

from Bay of Bengal, says Coast Guard 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/cyclone-yaas-all-265-fishing-boats-have-

returned-to-harbour-from-bay-of-bengal-says-coast-guard/2088990 

 "The Indian Coast Guard on Monday said all the 265 boats, which were reported to be in 

the Bay of Bengal by fisheries authorities, have returned to harbour in view of cyclone Yaas. 

The cyclone is very likely to cross the north Odisha and West Bengal coasts between Paradip 

and Sagar Island around May 26 noon as a ''very severe cyclonic storm''. It is expected to bring 

in winds of 155 to 165 kmph, gusting up to 180 kmph. ""Consistent efforts of the ICG ensured 

all 265 boats reported at sea by fisheries authorities safely returned harbour,"" the Indian Coast 

Guard (ICG) tweeted. It said its disaster response teams, ships and aircraft are on standby. 

Moreover, the ICG is maintaining close liaison with state administrations and other 

stakeholders to deal with any situation, the coast guard said. The deep depression over the Bay 

of Bengal intensified into cyclone Yaas in the early hours of Monday and it is likely to 

intensify into a severe cyclonic storm in the next 24 hours, the India Meteorological 

Department said. Just a couple of days back, on May 17, cyclone Tauktae devastated the 

coastal districts of Gujarat, killing around 70 people in the state. 

West Bengal and Odisha: Indian Navy ramps up preparations, deploys rescue & relief 

teams 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-rain-lashes-

odisha-west-bengal/liveblog/82873733.cms 

 "The cyclonic storm is very likely to move north-northwestwards, intensify further into a 

very severe cyclonic storm during next 12 hours. It would continue to move north-

northwestwards, intensify further and reach northwest Bay of Bengal near North Odisha and 

West Bengal coasts by May 26 early morning.  West Bengal: Ham operators to assist 

administration in Cyclone Yaas relief and rescue work  A team of ham radio operators of the 

West Bengal Radio Club (Amateur Club) has been involved by the South 24 Parganas district 

administration's disaster management section to assist the district administration in relief and 

rescue work. The severe cyclonic storm Yaas over east-central Bay of Bengal moved north-

northwestwards with a speed of about 9 kmph during past six hours and lay centred at 9 UTC 

of May 24 over east-central Bay of Bengal.  Red alert issued for 4 Odisha districts  Ahead the 

predicted May 26 landfall of cyclone Yaas in coastal areas of the Odisha, the state issued a red 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/cyclone-yaas-all-265-fishing-boats-have-returned-to-harbour-from-bay-of-bengal-says-coast-guard/2088990
https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/cyclone-yaas-all-265-fishing-boats-have-returned-to-harbour-from-bay-of-bengal-says-coast-guard/2088990
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-rain-lashes-odisha-west-bengal/liveblog/82873733.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-rain-lashes-odisha-west-bengal/liveblog/82873733.cms
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alert warning for Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Jagatsinghpur and Balasore districts, which are likely to 

be affected with heavy rainfall.   

As many as 52 NDRF teams are designated for Odisha followed by 45 teams for West Bengal, 

which is the highest-ever number of teams deployed in Odisha and West Bengal.  Severe 

cyclonic storm Yaas is likely to make landfall near Dhamra Port in Odisha's Bhadrak district 

early on Wednesday morning.  INS Netaji Subhas is spearheading the Indian Naval's relief 

effort at West Bengal and is in close coordination with the State Government of West Bengal 

for preparations for Cyclone Yaas, which is scheduled to make landfall between Odisha and 

West Bengal coast on May 26, informed an official release by Indian Navy.  At 0830 IST, SCS 

‗Yaas‘ about 280 km south-southeast of Paradip. To intensify further and cross north Odisha-

West Bengal coasts between Paradip and Sagar Island close to north of Dhamra and south of 

Balasore, during noon of Wednesday as a very severe cyclonic storm.  People living in low-

lying and vulnerable areas have started moving to the multipurpose cyclone shelter at Digha, 

East Midnapore.  Pre-emptive measures taken by West Bengal and Odisha ahead of Cyclone 

Yaas landfall.   

Sea turns rough at Paradip ahead of Cyclone Yaas landfall  With Cyclone Yaas predicted to 

make landfall on the eastern coast on May 26 and likely to hit parts of Odisha and West 

Bengal, the Indian Navy said it has ramped up rescue and relief operations to minimise 

damages.  Cycone Yaas 320km away from Paradip  The cyclone is near latitude 18 degree 

north and longitude 88.6 degree east, about 320 km south-southeast of Paradip, 430 km south-

southeast of Balasore, 420 km south-southeast of Digha and 470 km south--southwest of 

Khepupara, said the Tropical Cyclone Advisory of Regional Specialised Meteorological Centre 

of India Meteorological Department.  Orange alert -- heavy to very heavy rainfall expected in 

Mayurbhanj, Jajpur, Cuttack, Khorda and Puri today.  People being evacuated by Odisha's 

Balasore district administration and Marine Police Force in Chandipur.  Red alert -- extremely 

heavy rainfall warning issued for Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Jagatsinghpur, Balasore for today and 

tomorrow. 

West Bengal and Odisha: Thousands evacuated in India as strong Cyclone Yaas inches 

closer 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/25/thousands-evacuated-in-india-as-strong-

cyclone-yaas-inches-closer 

 "Tens of thousands of people have been evacuated in low-lying areas of two Indian states 

and moved to cyclone shelters to escape a powerful storm barreling towards the eastern coast. 

Cyclone Yaas is set to turn into a ―very severe cyclonic storm‖ with sustained wind speeds of 

up to 177 kilometres (110 miles) per hour, the India Meteorological Department said on 

Tuesday. The cyclone is expected to make landfall early on Wednesday in Odisha and West 

Bengal states. The cyclone which comes amid a devastating coronavirus surge complicates 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/25/thousands-evacuated-in-india-as-strong-cyclone-yaas-inches-closer
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/5/25/thousands-evacuated-in-india-as-strong-cyclone-yaas-inches-closer
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India‘s efforts to deal with these crises just 10 days after Cyclone Tauktae hit India‘s west coast 

and killed more than 150 people.  Thousands of emergency personnel have been deployed in 

the coastal regions of the two states for evacuation and any possible rescue operations, said SN 

Pradhan, the director of India‘s National Disaster Response Force. India‘s air force and navy 

were also on standby to carry out relief work. Fishing trawlers and boats have been told to take 

shelter until further notice as forecasters warned of high tidal waves. In West Bengal, 

authorities were scrambling to move tens of thousands of people to cyclone shelters. Officials 

said at least 20 districts in the state will feel the brunt of the storm.  

Evacuations in coastal districts and the Sundarbans mangrove forest, a UNESCO world 

heritage site, started on Sunday, West Bengal disaster management minister Javed Ahmed 

Khan said. ―We have to evacuate nearly half a million people … to schools (and) government 

offices, which have been turned into cyclone centres to provide shelter to these people,‖ Khan 

told the AFP news agency. In Odisha, a state already battered by coronavirus infections, 

authorities evacuated nearly 15,000 people living along the coast and moved them to cyclone 

shelters, senior officer Pradeep Jena said. In a televised address on Monday, the state‘s chief 

minister, Naveen Patnaik, appealed to people being moved to cyclone shelters to wear double 

masks and maintain social distancing. He asked authorities to distribute masks to the evacuated 

people. ―We have to face both the challenges simultaneously,‖ Patnaik said. In neighbouring 

Bangladesh, authorities asked all fishing boats and trawlers over the north Bay of Bengal and 

the deep sea to move closer to the coast ahead of Yaas approaching. A weather bulletin from 

the country‘s Meteorological Department in Dhaka said that ships should leave maritime ports 

of Chattogram, Mongla, Cox‘s Bazar and Payra. In Sri Lanka, the weather bureau warned the 

island nation‘s fishermen not to venture into the Bay of Bengal.   

―This cyclone spells double trouble for millions of people in India as there is no respite from 

COVID-19. The country is being slammed by a second enormous cyclone in two weeks and 

hitting areas where COVID infections and deaths have been at record highs,‖ Udaya Regmi, the 

South Asia head of delegation of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Societies (IFRC) said in a statement. ―Indian Red Cross volunteers are working alongside 

authorities to support the safe evacuation of people who are in the direct path of the cyclone, 

preparing rafts in case of storm surges and flooding and relief supplies such as food rations,‖ 

Regmi said. Scientists say cyclones in India are becoming more frequent and changing climate 

patterns have caused them to become more intense. Last May, nearly 100 people died in 

Cyclone Amphan, the most powerful storm in more than 10 years to hit eastern India, including 

West Bengal. It flattened villages, destroyed farms and left millions without power in eastern 

India and Bangladesh. In the coastal areas of Bangladesh, thousands of people are still 

recovering after last year‘s Cyclone Amphan, with more than 100,000 still living in temporary 

shelters, the IFRC said in its statement. ―We haven‘t been able to fix the damage to our home 
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from the last cyclone. Now another cyclone is coming, how will we stay here?‖ said Samitri, 

who uses only one name. 

Odisha: Kendrapara fishermen stay off sea due to cyclone warning 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/22/kendrapara-fishermen-

stay-off-sea-due-to-cyclone-warning-2306002.html  

"Possibility of yet another cyclone in the Bay of Bengal has fishermen of Kendrapara and its 

nearby areas worried. With formation of a cyclone likely to affect the coast of Odisha in the 

next few days, the fishermen have been asked not to venture into the sea. Several of them 

returned to the shore on Friday evening. ―We depend on the sea for our livelihood. The system 

has forced us to stay away from the sea,‖ said Ajaya Das of Batighar village. Joint director 

(marine) of Fisheries department, Basant Dash said several boats, that had ventured into the sea 

a few days back, have returned and are anchored at harbours and jetties. He said the fishermen 

are being warned against venturing into the sea through loudspeakers and action will be taken 

against those who ignore the directive. District emergency officer, Sambeet Satapathy said 

basing on the prediction of India Meteorological Department (IMD), the State government has 

alerted 12 districts. ―We are working with local sarpanchs and other panchayat body members 

to help people prepare for the cyclone in the seaside villages of the State,‖ he said.  Since the 

storm may impact the coast in the midst of an unprecedented crisis, those testing positive for 

Covid-19 will be shifted to special cyclone shelters that will function as temporary medical 

camps. Besides, schools and colleges in the seaside villages will be converted into cyclone 

shelters to ensure social distancing among people accommodated at the temporary facilities. 

People being evacuated will be tested for the virus through rapid antigen test, said Satapathy. 

However, officials asked residents of coastal villagers not to panic.  

―Four years back, the government built 12 Early Warning Dissemination System (EWDS) 

towers at seaside villages of Kendrapara to provide cyclone and tsunami warning to locals. 

Sirens have been installed in all towns in coastal area. The sound emanating from the towers 

can be heard in localities up to a radius of 1.5 km. EWD towers will also enable authorities to 

alert people in smaller pockets depending on the severity of the disaster, added Satapathy. 

Odisha and West Bengal: Cyclone Yaas: Storm intensifies, likely to cross Odisha-Bengal 

coasts on May 26 

https://www.cnbctv18.com/india/cyclone-yaas-live-updates-cyclonic-storm-likely-to-turn-

very-severe-says-imd-9400191.htm 

 "Cyclone Yaas Live Updates: India was airlifting rescue and relief teams and keeping 

defence aircraft and naval vessels in readiness as it braced for cyclone Yaas' which is expected 

to hit eastern coastal areas of Odisha and West Bengal on Wednesday, barely a week after 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/22/kendrapara-fishermen-stay-off-sea-due-to-cyclone-warning-2306002.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/22/kendrapara-fishermen-stay-off-sea-due-to-cyclone-warning-2306002.html
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cyclone 'Tauktae' battered the western coast leaving behind a trail of destruction. The India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) said on Sunday that the cyclone is likely to make landfall on 

May 26 evening between Paradip in Odisha and Sagar islands in West Bengal after intensifying 

into a very severe cyclonic storm' with wind speed ranging from 155 kmph to 165 kmph, 

gusting to 185 kmph. It will start bringing heavy rain in coastal areas from Tuesday. 

Odisha: Government gears up to face possible cyclonic storm 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-government-gears-up-to-

face-possible-cyclonic-storm/article34609545.ece 

 "The Odisha government on Thursday started the process of pre-positioning man and 

machine for rescue and relief operation for a possible cyclone hitting the State. ―We have 

received information from India Meteorological Department that a low pressure area which is 

likely to form over north Andaman Sea could take the shape of a cyclone by May 25. But, 

details of the possible cyclone have not emerged,‖ said P. K. Jena, Special Relief 

Commissioner of Odisha, on Thursday. ―Although it is expected that the cyclone could hit the 

coast by May 26, no clear picture about the eye of the storm has come through‖ Mr. Jena 

pointed out. He said the government had started preparations from Wednesday to face the 

cyclone. ―We held a discussion with Odisha Disaster Rapid Action Force, National Disaster 

Response Force and Director General of Police (Fire). We have assessed their manpower and 

equipment availability. We have chalked out a preliminary deployment plan,‖ said Mr. Jena.  

Cyclone shelters  Similarly, all District Collectors, Superintendents of Police, fire officers and 

emergency officers of 10 coastal districts were instructed to be prepared for the cyclone, 

keeping COVID-19 protocol in mind. They were asked to keep the cyclone shelters and other 

equipment ready, the Special Relief Commissioner said. ―Moreover, we held a discussion with 

all departmental heads on Thursday informing them about deployment of manpower and 

machine during the cyclone. All departments have already started the groundwork,‖ he 

informed.  Assessment started  Energy department has already started assessing manpower 

requirement and mobilisation of machines to the possible affected areas. Awareness campaign 

has been launched in fishing villagse and fish landing centres to bring back fishermen who are 

already deep in the sea. ―We are trying to bring them back to the mainland by May 22,‖ said 

Mr. Jena. 

Odisha: State braces for Cyclone Yaas amid COVID-19 crisis 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/odisha-braces-for-cyclone-yaas-amid-

covid-19-crisis-76994 

 "Odisha has started preparing for the possible cyclonic storm, Yaas, expected to turn the 

Bay of Bengal volatile within days, even amid the raging second wave of the novel coronavirus 

disease (COVID-19) pandemic. A low-pressure area is likely to form over North Andaman Sea 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-government-gears-up-to-face-possible-cyclonic-storm/article34609545.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-government-gears-up-to-face-possible-cyclonic-storm/article34609545.ece
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/environment/odisha-braces-for-cyclone-yaas-amid-covid-19-crisis-76994
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and adjoining east-central Bay of Bengal around May 22, the India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) informed May 19. The depression will likely intensify into a cylone and move 

northwestwards, entering West Bengal and Odisha on May 26. The IMD asked fishermen who 

are out in the sea to return to safer places  by May 23. A round-the-clock control room has been 

made operational at the Odisha State Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA) office in 

Bhubaneswar. Over 800 flood and cyclone shelters in the coastal pockets have been readied to 

house people from seaside villages, he added.  

Additionally, schools, colleges and government office buildings, which are lying vacant, will 

also be used as shelters for evacuees when relief operations need to be ramped up. This will 

ensure there is enough space for social distancing to avoid contagion, Mishra added. Last year, 

80 such shelters were turned into COVID-19 facilities, before warnings were sounded for 

Cyclone Amphan. This time they have kept the treatment centres seperate from the disaster 

relief shelters although the state is witnessing a devastating second wave of the pandemic. 

Odisha has been adding around 10,000 cases daily over the last fortnight, according to 

covid19India.org, a private COVID-19 dashboard that aggregates data from offical state 

bulletins. The daily additions are almost three times of those witnessed during last year's peak.   

―We directed the district collectors to maintain social distancing norms at every shelter with the 

help of locals. Masks and sanitisers will be provided to the evacuees in all the shelters,‖ added 

Mishra. The state is well-prepared and the cyclone is not likely to disrupt COVID-19 

containment operations, he added. Eight years ago, OSDMA (Odisha State Disaster Mitigation 

Authority) had identified 328 villages situated within 1.5 km of the coastline in six coastal 

districts as tsunami-prone. Of them, 64 are in Kendrapara, 28 in Jagatsinghpur, 88 in Puri, 44 in 

Ganjam, 63 in Balasore, 41 in Bhadrak. ―We have trained coastal communities on how to react 

when tsunami and cyclone warnings are issued,‖ added Mishra. Mock drills to cope with 

cyclone, tsunami and flood drills are conducted in the state every year.  

―They increased preparedness, evaluated response capabilities and improved coordination 

among all the government and non-government agencies. It is now easy for us to evacuate 

people to safer places,‖ Mishra said. Odisha coast faced pre-monsoon cyclones (occurring 

between April and May) only 14 times since 1804, said Uma Charan Mohanty, former 

professor of Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), New Delhi. 

The eastern state will witness a pre-monsoon cyclone for the third year in a row, after Amphan 

in May 2020 and Fani in May 2019, said H R Biswas, director of Meteorological Centre, 

Bhubaneswar. The sea surface temperatures are around 31 degrees Celsius (°C) over the Bay of 

Bengal at present. The sea surface temperature is above normal by 1-2°C, both over the 

Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal making conditions favourable for the development of a 

cyclone, added Biswas. Yaas is most likely a result of climate change and global warming. 

―Climate change due to natural causes could have a profound effect on cyclone tracks,‖ said 

Mohanty. 
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West Bengal, Odisha: Prep for Cyclone Yaas; IMD says Amphan-like intensification can’t 

be ruled out 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-yaas-imd-warns-of-amphan-like-

intensification-101621481917684.html 

 "After severe cyclonic storm Tauktae in the west coast, another cyclone named Yaas is 

likely to hit the east coast on May 26, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) said on 

Wednesday. A low pressure area is very likely to form over north Andaman Sea and adjoining 

east-central Bay of Bengal around May 22, it said. It is likely to intensify gradually into a 

cyclonic storm in the subsequent 72 hours, the IMD added. Under the influence of the system, 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Odisha, West Bengal, Assam and Meghalaya are likely to 

receive light to moderate rainfall at most places with heavy falls at isolated places from evening 

of May 25, the weather department said.  

Here's the latest on Cyclone Yaas:  1) IMD officials said they cannot rule out the possibility 

that Yaas will intensify like Amphan. ―We cannot rule out an Amphan-like intensification. The 

only good thing is that models as of now are showing that the system is moving very fast over 

the sea. Its intensification will be restricted if its time over sea is less,‖ Sunitha Devi, who 

tracks cyclones at IMD, told HT.  2) Officials in Odisha have started making preparations for 

the cyclone. Odisha Special Relief Commissioner Pradeep K Jena on Wednesday held a 

preparatory meeting with the collectors of 10 coastal districts along with SPs, fire department 

officers and emergency officials.  3) He directed district authorities to identify the shelters, 

check facilities and infrastructure and deploy staff and to prepare an evacuation plan.  4) 

""There is no confirmed information that the cyclone will make landfall on the Odisha coast. 

We have received some preliminary reports from IMD which predicted a possible cyclonic 

storm in Odisha-West Bengal coast on May 26,"" Jena told reporters after the meeting.  5) In 

West Bengal, chief minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday directed senior government 

officials to make all the necessary arrangements. She chaired a virtual meeting, where Banerjee 

directed officers to arrange for adequate stock of medicines, drinking water, dry food and 

tarpaulins.  6) Warning that sea conditions are likely to be rough to very rough, the Met 

Department advised fishermen not to venture into the Bay of Bengal from May 24.  7) The 

IMD said that the west coast, especially the states of Gujarat and Maharashtra, are still 

assessing the damage done by extremely severe cyclonic storm Tauktae. The Navy on 

Thursday morning launched a fresh aerial search and rescue mission, deploying helicopters to 

scour the waters off Mumbai coast, where the accommodation barge P305 went adrift in 

Cyclone Tauktae fury before it sank on Monday.  8) As many as 26 personnel on board the 

barge are dead and 49 still missing. The navy said that it has so far rescued 186 of the 261 

people who were on board the barge P305.  9) The pre-monsoon months of April and May 

usually witness formation of cyclones on the eastern as well as the western coast.  10) May 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-yaas-imd-warns-of-amphan-like-intensification-101621481917684.html
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2020 saw two cyclones - super cyclonic storm Amphan and severe cyclonic storm Nisarga - 

which hit the eastern and western coast, respectively. 

Odisha: Traders test positive for Covid-19, Atharbanki fish market to remain shut for a 

week 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/13/traders-test-positive-for-

covid-19-atharbanki-fish-market-to-remain-shut-for-a-week-2301983.html 

 "Soon after 10 fish traders tested positive for Covid-19 and one succumbed on Tuesday, 

Paradip-based Kartikeswar Fish Traders Association has voluntarily called for a week-long 

shutdown of the Baliplot fish market at Atharbanki, from May 12 to 19. The fish market caters 

to demands of various places across Odisha and neighbouring West Bengal. As fish trade 

involves movement of large number of people, voluntary shutdown comes as a welcome 

development for locals who are in panic-mode. Commenting on the decision, secretary of 

Kartikeswar Fish Trader Association Prakash Jena said the shutdown is in the best interests of 

the local fishermen communities as a lot of them are getting infected of late.  On the other 

hand, the BJP has demanded Paradip municipality to organise camps for doorstep Covid testing 

in each of its wards. Local party leaders led by president of BJP urban unit in Paradip Subrat 

Kumar Pradhan, submitted a memorandum to ADM Kanhu Charan Dhir in this regard. Apart 

from health camps, the party demanded identification of burial ground for bodies of Covid 

patients and cremation as per guidelines, proper sanitation of each ward and timely treatment of 

those infected. Paradip Municipality currently has 300 active cases. The port city is reporting 

over 30-40 new cases daily. Meanwhile, an employee of the Estate department in PPT 

reportedly succumbed to the virus on the day.  He had tested positive and was under home 

isolation, sources said. 

Odisha: Fishing ban jacks up seafood price in Kendrapara 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/apr/24/fishing-ban-jacks-up-

seafood-price-in-kendrapara-2294143.html 

 "Prices of seafood have skyrocketed across the district soon after closure of Odisha 

border with Andhra Pradesh in a bid to contain the spread of Covid-19. As it is the fishing ban 

in the sea had already made many varieties of fish and prawn expensive and out of reach for 

consumers. Rajendra Behera (45), a fish vendor of Rajnagar said the price of seafood has 

increased by 30 to 100 per cent due to the fishing ban. The situation is similar at Kendrapara, 

Pattamundai, Patkura and Mahakalapada fish markets. The prices of popular sea fish like Kani, 

Pomfret, Khainga, Khuranta, Bhetki, Khasuli, Eel, Stingray, prawns and others have soared in 

last one week.   While the price of Pomfret, which  usually sells for Rs 250 per kg has gone up 

to Rs 400 per kg, the price of Kani has increased to Rs 200 per kg from Rs 150 per kg.  Prawns 

have now become a luxury for most consumers and is out of reach. Babaji Sethi, a fish seller of 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/may/13/traders-test-positive-for-covid-19-atharbanki-fish-market-to-remain-shut-for-a-week-2301983.html
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Kendrapara town said a few traders are cashing in on the crisis by stocking large quantities of 

fish in cold storages.  

The closure of border with Andhra Pradesh has made matters worse. Due to restrictions, traders 

and truckers from the neighbouring State are reluctant to supply fish to the district.  In  a bid to 

conserve fish stock at sea during breeding period, the State government has imposed 

restrictions on fishing by mechanized boats from April 15 to June  15.   The ban extends to 12 

nautical miles off Odisha coast and applies to all kinds of  trawlers and mechanised boats more 

than 8.5 metre in length.  Small non-mechanized boats less than 8.5 metre in length which use 

nets with big gaps are exempted from the ban. ―Traditional fishermen have been exempted 

from the fishing ban  However, they are permitted to carry out fishing only in the territorial 

waters and catch pelagic fish,‖  said Joint Director of Fisheries (Coastal) Pabitra Behera. 

  

 

 

Odisha: Farmers worried over massive fish deaths in Upper Suktel dam 

https://www.orissapost.com/farmers-worried-over-massive-fish-deaths-in-upper-suktel-

dam/ 

 "Quintals of fish are found dead in Upper Suktel dam under Khaprakhol block in 

Bolangir district over one week or so. However, the causes of the mass fish deaths are yet to be 

ascertained. Local fish farmers are at a loss. Fish farmers affiliated to Upper Suktel Matsyajibi 

Mahasangh had grown fish in the dam. About 30 quintals of fish are dead, said Nabaghan 

Pradhan, the president of the Mahasangh. Pradhan was worried over such development and said 

that he had never seen such mass death before. ―Our livelihood is at stake. The government 

should look into the matter,‖ he demanded. Block fisheries officer Sanjib Kumar Sahu said that 

he has visited the dam and taken stock of the situation. ―Due to the water contamination in the 

dam, fishes might have died. Fishermen should immediately catch fish. The higher-ups were 

apprised of it,‖ he added. 

Odisha: Government announces two-month fishing ban to conserve fish stocks 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/odisha-government-announces-two-

month-fishing-ban-to-conserve-fish-stocks-76511 

 "The Odisha government announced a two-month-long ban on fishing by mechanised 

vessels April 15, 2021 in a bid to conserve fish stocks in sea during their breeding period, 

officials said. The April 15-June 15 ban was imposed by the state fisheries department. 

Trawling is one of two fishing methods in which the vessel, a trawler, speeds through the open 

sea with a net trailing behind it, catching all fish in its path.  During the monsoon, when fish 

https://www.orissapost.com/farmers-worried-over-massive-fish-deaths-in-upper-suktel-dam/
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normally breed, the force of a trawler‘s engine can disturb the seabed, where fish eggs are 

buried and throw them up into the water, preventing them from hatching. An average trawler 

has an engine with 140 to 150 horsepower. ―To avoid disturbances caused by trawl fishing 

during the breeding season, fishermen have been instructed not to venture into the sea during 

the ban period,‖ Pabitra Behera, the joint director of fisheries (Coastal) department, told this 

reporter. The monsoon trawling ban was introduced in 1998 in Odisha to help the unhindered 

breeding of fish in the sea during the rains.  

The summer monsoon is the breeding season of nearly 300 species of fish along the coast of 

Odisha. The fisheries department has registered 21,832 fishing vessels, including 1,741 

trawlers, in Odisha. During the ban period, all of these including 630 trawlers of Paradip 

fishing harbour, will not be allowed to venture out to sea. The ban extends to 12 nautical miles 

off the Odisha coast.  Small, non–mechanised boats that are less than 8.5 metres long and use 

nets with big gaps, are exempted from the ban. However, traditional fishermen are permitted to 

catch only pelagic fish, Behera said. Many fishermen had welcomed the decision of the 

government, Behera said. Each year, during the two month long ‗fishing holiday‘, large 

numbers of Telugu- speaking fishermen from Andhra Pradesh return to their villages from 

Paradip and other areas of Odisha. ―But this year, they have decided to stay put in Odisha as 

COVID-19 cases are rising during the second wave,‖ Jiban Rao, a fisherman in Paradip, said. 

The fishing ban had given an impetus to the boat-making industry and this age-old trade was all 

set to make a tidy profit during this time, added Rao. 

Odisha: Seaweed opens new source of livelihood for fishermen in Jagatsinghpur 

https://www.orissapost.com/seaweed-opens-new-source-of-livelihood-for-fishermen-in-

jagatsinghpur/ 

 "Seaweed cultivation has opened a new source of livelihood for fishermen in Erasama 

block of Jagatsinghpur district with its cultivation achieving success at Jatadhar sea mouth near 

Noliasahi. According to reports, the success in seaweed cultivation has spread cheers as about 

10-15 grams of seaweeds which was tied in a bundle and put into the sea have grown to the size 

of 1 to 1.5 kg each within a period of 45 days at Jatadhar mouth. Later, it is soaked in salt water 

and subsequently dried under sun. The algae is then soaked in fresh water and packed for sale 

once its moisture content reduces to 35 per cent. The current market price of 1 kg of seaweed is 

Rs 50,000. Seaweed cultivation was first started in the coastal part of the state at eight places in 

Ganjam, Puri, Balasore and Jagatsinghpur districts. The cultivation taken up in Balasore is as 

good as Jatadhar sea mouth in Jagatsinghpur, she said.  The success achieved in seaweed 

cultivation in the above areas has opened opportunities for the lower income group, particularly 

the fishermen in the state. The cultivation of seaweeds will help them earn additional income. 

Reports said the demand for seaweed is increasing worldwide as its extracts are widely used in 

https://www.orissapost.com/seaweed-opens-new-source-of-livelihood-for-fishermen-in-jagatsinghpur/
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toothpaste, ice-cream, textile printing, tooth filling, cosmetics, tissue culture, plywood, 

packaging and several other industries.  

Bio fuel can be made from it for which the government imports seaweeds from abroad. While 

investment in seaweed cultivation is less, profits are high, Dr Reeta Jayshankar said.   Seaweed 

cultivation also helps in combating global warming, she added. Notably, seaweed farming was 

taken up at Mandapam near Rameswar in Tamil Nadu 10 years back. Following its success, a 

huge quantity of the algae is harvested there. Fishermen earn Rs 15,000 to Rs 25,000 per month 

by selling seaweed. Later, its cultivation was taken up in Odisha which has a vast coastline. 

Accordingly, the CMFRI and the state fisheries department have started cultivation in the 

coastal regions of the state. Initially, the cultivation of seaweed was taken up on an 

experimental basis at Jatadhar sea mouth in Erasama and at Mahanadi sea mouth near the The 

nodal officer said that the reason behind the failure in cultivation in Paradip is that the 

undercurrent is rather strong in the sea besides the fact that the movement of fishing trawlers in 

the area is quite high. When contacted, marine fishery officer Manoranjan Mohapatra too said 

that fishermen can make handsome earnings by taking up seaweed cultivation. 

Odisha: Why fishermen in Ganjam are protesting plan for Blue Flag beaches 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/why-fishermen-in-odisha-s-ganjam-

are-protesting-plan-for-blue-flag-beaches-76338 

 "Odisha government‘s plan to get Blue Flag certification for five beaches hit a roadblock 

as the local fishermen opposed the move. Several fishermen staged a protest in Ganjam district 

around a fortnight ago demanding an alternative sea mouth to anchor their boats before being 

removed from the beaches. Blue Flag is a globally recognised eco-label accorded by the 

Foundation for Environment Education, Denmark. Beaches with the certification are eco-

tourism models to provide clean and hygienic bathing facilities for tourists, safe and healthy 

environment along with sustainable development of the area. The label is based on 

environmental education and information, water quality, environment management and 

conservation and safety and services at the beaches. Odisha planned to develop five more 

beaches in three districts to meet international standards after receiving the certification for 

Puri‘s Golden Beach on October 11, 2020. The proposed beaches are Niladri in Puri district, 

Gopalpur and Pati-Sonapur in Ganjam district and Talasari-Udayapur in Balasore district.  In 

Ganjam district, fishermen use the proposed land to anchor around 300 fishing boats. ―When 

the 500 metre land is developed to get Blue Flag certification, where will we anchor the fishing 

boats,‖ asked P Daneya, a fisherman.  

The Odisha government has sanctioned Rs 2.53 crore and Rs 36 crore for redevelopment of the 

proposed Blue Flag beaches in Ganjam and Talasari, respectively. Environment and forest 

departments will work with the tourism department to give the beaches a facelift. ―After 

redevelopment of the beaches, we will submit the proposal to the central government for the 
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Blue Flag certification,‖ said a senior officer in the forest department. But fishermen, especially 

those at Gopalpur and Pati Sonapur, want their demands met before they are evicted from the 

beaches. The general-secretary of Odisha Traditional Fish Workers‘ Union said: Protection of 

livelihood should be given first priority for any development, said Abani Kumar Gaya, a human 

rights activist. ―The livelihood of fishermen needs to be protected before trying to get Blue Flag 

certification.‖  Ganjam collector Vijay Amruta Kulange said they were discussing the proposal 

with the local fishermen. One suggestion is to reopen the fishing jetty at Gopalpur, which 

became unusable because it would be covered in sand though the year, Kulange added. 

―Gopalpur Port Ltd has been asked to conduct a technical study. We will press a report to the 

government for dredging the jetty,‖ said the collector. Fishermen at Pati Sonapur are convinced 

of the idea, he added. Seven other beaches across the country have received Blue Flag 

certification on October 11, 2020 along with Puri. These include Shivrajpur in Gujarat, 

Ghoghla in Diu, Kasaragod, Kappad in Kerala and Padubidri in Karnataka, Rushikonda in 

Andhra Pradesh, Radhanagar in Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Odisha: Hand pump buried in sand, temple without deity: Seven villages start vanishing 

from Odisha map 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/hand-pump-buried-in-sand-temple-without-deity-

seven-villages-start-vanishing-from-odisha-map-7260433/ 

 "This 17-km stretch along the coast in Odisha‘s Kendrapara district, which was once 

home for nearly 700 families, now stands in solitude, a vast expanse covered in sand as far as 

the eye can see, peppered with palm trees and abandoned cattle. Close to the shore, there are 

some remnants of the past: a hand pump half-buried in the sand, cattle left unattended and an 

old temple without a deity. The temple was once a bustling weekend spot for many of those 

families. Today, it has only one regular visitor, Prafulla Lenka. This, in short, is the story of 

Satabhaya, a cluster of seven villages, which has almost disappeared from the map due to 

coastal erosion, taking with it a way of life and livelihood. The six-member family of Lenka 

was among the 571 that were rehabilitated by the district administration to a colony in 

Bagapatia, 12 km away, in 2018. But the 40-year-old stayed back to look after his 20 buffaloes, 

despite the lack of basic facilities like electricity and clean drinking water. Orders have now 

been issued to rehabilitate 118 of the 148 families left behind. Officials say the other 30 still 

have paperwork to sort out.   

Hit by coastal erosion, Satabhaya, which was once home to nearly 700 families, has now 

become a a vast expanse covered in sand as far as the eye can see. (Express Photo: Aishwarya 

Mohanty) ―A plot of land, a house definitely means something to us, we have waited too long, 

but our livelihoods and our houses have been taken away by the sea. This is the fourth time we 

will be shifting houses in the last four years,‖ says Babu Mallick, one of the beneficiaries. ―The 

administration will provide 10 decimals of land and Rs 1.5 lakh each for construction of houses 
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under Biju Pucca Ghar Yojana to each family,‖ says Additional District Magistrate (ADM) 

Basant Kumar Rout. After the first wave of rehabilitation in 2018 — 16 years after the 

foundation stone for the Bagapatia colony was laid by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik — those 

left behind spread out in other villages beyond Satabhaya, living on rent, to protect themselves 

from the sea.  

The village temple at Satabhaya. (Express Photo: Aishwarya Mohanty) ―As the villagers here 

moved out, I shifted my family to another village. The school was also moved to the new 

colony and there was no point staying back. My family shifted to a rented accommodation and 

I went to Kerala to earn a living. But after the lockdown, I had to come back. Since then, I have 

been living here alone. I catch and sell fish to make a living. This was my source of income 

earlier as well,‖ says Pavitra Kumar Sahoo (45), who is yet to be rehabilitated and stays in 

Barahipur, one of the seven villages. Until almost a decade ago, farming and fishing were the 

main sources of livelihood. But the sea rapidly swallowed several homes and farm land and 

increased the salinity of soil, rendering acres infertile.  Like Sahoo, a majority of the youths 

took up jobs in other states like Kerala, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu. ―Around 6 six years ago, my 

2-acre land became infertile. After the rehabilitation, our family moved to Bagapatia, but I 

stayed back because it is difficult for all of us to live in the house built on a 10 decimal plot. 

 My elder son has started working in a plywood factory in Kerala. My younger son will join 

him after his studies. I try to fish whenever I can,‖ says Prabhakar Behera (61). Prabhakar 

Behera (right) and his son sitting outside their home in Barahipur, Satabhaya. (Express Photo: 

Aishwarya Mohanty) According to a study conducted by the National Centre for Coastal 

Research in Chennai, Odisha lost 28 per cent of its 550-km coastline to the sea between 1990 

and 2016. Kendrapara alone lost 31 km. Today, Satabhaya is an island of sorts. For all 

facilities, including ration, those left behind have to cross a 5 km stretch that includes a narrow 

unpaved road and a small creek inhabited by crocodiles. This perilous journey is undertaken 

every month by Brahmananda Dalai (70), on foot. Dalai lives in a small hut with his wife, 

hardly a kilometre from the sea, and refuses to leave his home. ―I have two daughters and both 

of them are married. I do not have the strength to move at this age. I have been earning a living 

through fishing and I want to continue to do so. My wife and I eat the fish I catch and we 

depend on the ration I get every month. I also manage to sell some fish. I cannot leave my 

home,‖ he says. 

Odisha: Climate change is forcing Indians to migrate far from home 

https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/climate-change-and-migration-indians-

search-for-greener-pastures-111617348170986.html 

 "Pratap Malik, who comes from Radhaballavpur village in Balasore district, Odisha, went 

to Bengaluru years ago in search of work, seeking an escape from the river that today is not so 

much near his family‘s home as in it. With every passing year, the flooding seems to become 

https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/climate-change-and-migration-indians-search-for-greener-pastures-111617348170986.html
https://lifestyle.livemint.com/news/big-story/climate-change-and-migration-indians-search-for-greener-pastures-111617348170986.html
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more frequent. ―See, my house is right next to the Kansa Bansa river, and since we are only 

30km from the sea, we always receive plenty of rainfall,‖ Malik says. ―The rainfall is irregular 

but when it rains heavily or when there is a cyclone, large parts of my house get engulfed by 

the river.‖ In Bengaluru, Malik, 35, operates a 12-decibel power loom, weaving mosquito nets 

in a small industrial unit in the Pete Chennappa industrial area in the western part of the city, 

1,600km from his village. The job is arduous, demanding at least 12 hours a day, six days a 

week. Since he earns around Rs.9,000 a month but can afford only Rs.2,000 as rent, he has 

taken up a room that is just a five-minute walk from his workplace. He shares the room with 

two cousins. Malik goes there for meals, his only breaks during the workday, and sleeps in the 

power-loom factory. The room is too small for the three of them to sleep in. The situation is far 

from ideal but Malik says he prefers Bengaluru to Radhaballavpur. Last year‘s covid-19 

lockdown only convinced him further that his decision to leave the village was the right one.  

―We had gone back during the lockdown because we had no money or place to stay here,‖ he 

said recently, having returned to Bengaluru in December after spending seven months in the 

village. Like many migrants, he and his relatives, including his family, started walking back to 

Odisha after the lockdown was announced in March last year. Thanks to some well-wishers, 

they were eventually able to board a train. Malik found work as a farm labourer in the village 

during the lockdown , but the pay, around Rs.200 per day, was paltry, he says. A government 

officer in Karnataka who comes from Odisha and two journalists helped him to set up a fish-

farming business—but there were just too few fish in the river.  

As soon as restrictions eased and Malik was able to return to the factory in Bengaluru, he did 

so, leaving his family in the village. ―In Bengaluru, no one might care whether we live or die as 

long as we work, but despite that I can make a better life for my family here than I can ever do 

in my village,‖ says Malik, who has to take care of his parents, wife and children—a six-year-

old and a one-year-old.  Running Out Of Options  All along India‘s climate-sensitive Bay of 

Bengal coast, especially delta regions such as the Sundarbans, where the mighty rivers of the 

subcontinent empty out their water and sediments into the sea, millions are moving away 

because their homes and lands are being destroyed by what are increasingly seen as climate 

change-related events. According to the Migration Data Portal, which provides comprehensive 

global migration statistics, ―in the first half of 2020 alone, disasters displaced 9.8 million 

people and remained the leading trigger of new internal displacements globally. Five countries 

accounted for nearly 75 per cent of the new internal displacements due to disasters in the first 

half of 2020 with India leading the pack, accounting for nearly three million people, followed 

by Bangladesh (2.5 million), Philippines (811,000), China (791,000) and Somalia (514,000).‖ 

Delta regions that are home to 500 million people worldwide will contribute an inordinate share 

to such migration, since these areas are considered climate change hot spots, places where high 

levels of exposure to climate stressors coincide with high levels of vulnerability. Low-lying 

regions and deltas face a high risk of flooding and storm surges even without these threats 
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being exacerbated, as they are now, by climate change. Apart from extreme weather events, for 

example, large delta regions on India‘s east coast, such as the Mahanadi delta and the 

Sundarbans, where the Ganga, Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers join the sea, are exposed to a 

range of hazards such as sea-level rise, coastal erosion, flooding and salinisation.  

A 2018 research paper by the American Meteorological Society shows how the risk of pre-

monsoon extreme rainfall has been heightened by anthropogenic climate change in Bangladesh. 

Just in the last two decades, the two delta regions have borne the brunt of at least 15 tropical 

cyclones, some of them among the worst ever to hit the subcontinent. Cyclone Aila in 2009 and 

Cyclone Amphan last year wreaked havoc, with Amphan coinciding with the pandemic-

induced lockdown . According to Climate Change Migration And Adaptation In Deltas, a 2018 

report by the Deltas, Vulnerability & Climate Change: Migration & Adaptation (Deccma) 

programme, an international initiative that studied conditions in the Volta in Ghana as well as 

the Ganga and the Mahanadi delta in India, a significant number of Indians for whom the 

eastern coast is home, and who still have a foothold in their homesteads, are moving thousands 

of kilometres, to cities, for work.  This is especially true for those who practise what is called 

circular migration—the temporary and usually repetitive movement of a migrant worker 

between home and host areas. They move not so much out of need but out of the hope that they 

can make a better life for themselves and their families in the urban and peri-urban regions of 

India‘s megalopolises. These migrants hope to return. But for those forced to flee, there is often 

nothing to return to. Migration is not new. Throughout history, human civilisation has been on 

the move.  

In India, people move within their state or the country, or abroad, for a variety of reasons: 

education, work and marriage. According to the 2011 census, more than 453 million Indians 

have migrated within the country. However, increasingly unliveable environments are fast 

joining the list of reasons for migration. In the Bay of Bengal region, in particular, rising seas, 

increasing salinity, and a reduction in fish catch caused by factors such as overfishing, water 

pollution and climate change have forced people to migrate not just in search of opportunities 

but also to avoid threats to their health and livelihoods.   Need For Migrant-Friendly Cities  

World Migration Report 2015: Migrants and Cities—New Partnerships To Manage Mobility by 

the UN International Organisation for Migration highlights the important role the migrant 

community plays in climate adaptation by sending home remittances that can help offset the 

distress caused by climate change. ―A growing number of research findings demonstrate that 

migration can have a transformative power, remittances could promote adaptation strategies 

and distress reduction as people adopt circular mobility patterns and livelihood strategies based 

on links to multiple locations,‖ the report states. It also notes that migration has led to an 

informal process of skill development.  

―In addition to remittances, migrant groups and associations can support various development 

and risk reduction projects in areas of origin such as food and water security, infrastructural 



Odisha News Articles 

160 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

provisions and technical support along with political mobilisation in support of the distressed 

population,‖ the report explains. Simply put, they can send back money and support measures 

to improve life in their villages. Prof. S. Irudaya Rajan of the Centre for Development Studies 

in Kerala, who has been researching migration patterns in India and beyond for nearly four 

decades, says: ―The greatest single impact of climate change will be human migration. Urban 

planning that is sensitive and inclusive of migrants will be helpful in dealing with emerging 

challenges. Migration, when planned and voluntary, can serve as an essential coping strategy to 

climate stress. This cannot be an all-purpose solution but it can work.‖  The Migrant Story  

South-east Bengaluru, home to many of the city‘s information technology (IT) parks and a 

stone‘s throw from Bellandur Lake, heavily polluted by industrial waste, is also home to a 

construction workers colony.  

The colony, built in what used to be a coconut grove, is referred to as ―Bengali colony‖ or 

―Sobha Daisy colony‖, a reference to the eponymous residential apartments in the shadows of 

which the colony has been built. It is home to hundreds of migrant workers, mostly from West 

Bengal and Assam, who live in kutcha structures that are rented out to them for Rs.6,000 per 

month and upwards by a local landlord who owns the coconut grove. Anywhere from three-

seven people live in each of these small homes. Most of the men work as construction 

labourers, putting in the work to build sprawling office towers and residential apartments in and 

around Bellandur, Whitefield and other areas nearby. The women mostly work as domestic 

help or as housekeeping staff once the apartments and buildings have come up. There‘s a 

constant demand for their services in this sprawling peri-urban region. Hari Padha Mondal, 36, 

from the Hingalganj community development block of North 24 Parganas district in West 

Bengal‘s Sundarbans region, lives in the colony with his wife Suparna and their two children, 

11-year-old Sathi and six-year-old Hi Wong. He works as a construction labourer in one of the 

big developments nearby. ―I have a proper job here,‖ Mondal says. ―In the village, this is not 

the case. Also, since I have come here, my family gets more respect back in the village. 

Besides, my father too migrated to work when he was young, so it felt only right that my 

siblings and I do the same.‖ The Sundarbans region has watched its residents migrate for work 

for decades, primarily due to the hit farming has taken from rising sea levels and increasing 

salinity. In recent years, ever more frequent tropical cyclones have hastened the pace of 

migration.  

Popular destinations used to be the Andamans and, of course, Kolkata. Kolkata is about 65 

hours by ship from the Andamans, which makes it easy for many workers to migrate there, 

temporarily or permanently. The increase in construction work in the last few decades has also 

led to an increased demand for labourers in the Andamans. But many are now choosing to 

migrate to southern cities, attracted by the employment opportunities created by a number of 

public and private infrastructure projects. Yet many still dream of returning home one day, 

when they have earned enough. ―My aim is to return to my village after 10 years or so and start 
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an aquaculture and poultry business,‖ Mondal says. ―I want to save enough money from my 

work here so I can build a good house in my village.‖ His wife is quick to counter him. ―I like 

Bengaluru, and I want my family to be here only and for my kids to study here. The village has 

nothing to offer us any more, I am happier here than I will be back home,‖ she says.  Growing 

Stress  Research conducted in 2018 by the Deccma project found that most migration is 

economically driven. The project, which surveyed 1,315 households in the Sundarbans region, 

found that 18% of households had migrants.  

In the Mahanadi delta region, the figure was 24%. They also discovered that environmental 

stresses are disrupting livelihood security and contributing to the economic circumstances that 

necessitate migration. Yet, the Deccma project adds, migration is still not among the top three 

most common adaptation strategies in any of the deltas. Prof. Tuhin Ghosh of the School of 

Oceanographic Studies at Kolkata‘s Jadavpur University, the India lead for the Deccma project, 

says: ―If you consider delta regions like the Sundarbans, it was full of forest, no one lived there. 

The first person there is a migrant and so will be the last person to reside there. So, when 

thinking about migration, it helps to understand human behaviour and their response systems. 

For many people, migration is another kind of opportunity. ―In the Anthropocene, no one in the 

delta regions is engaging in only one occupation. Everyone has multiple occupations and 

migration is another one they are exploring, and through this they are trying to get a foothold in 

peri-urban areas.‖ Prof. Ghosh and his team spoke to over 1,500 residents in both the Mahanadi 

and Sundarbans regions as well as 1,500 migrant workers in the peri-urban regions of West 

Bengal and Odisha for their study. The project, which was carried out by academics and 

researchers in various delta regions around the world, took five years to complete.  ―If you go 

through migration patterns in India, a lot of people from places in southern India have migrated 

towards the Middle East,‖ Prof. Ghosh says. ―The labour force to build cities is not there. There 

is an opportunity in this and so people are migrating there. The landless people migrate all 

around the year and usually they select bag factories, hosiery, etc. Landholders select 

construction work because in the monsoon there will be no jobs in construction, so they can 

come back to the delta and cultivate their own land and produce foodgrain for their year-long 

consumption. That is a clever way of seasonal migration that is happening today.‖  

During the nationwide lockdown last year, millions of people were forced to leave cities and 

trudge to homes thousands of kilometres away. Many lost their lives during this journey, while 

the many that chose to stay behind were on the verge of starvation. The question through that 

crisis was whether the migrants would ever return to the cities. Clearly, an overwhelming 

number have, or are doing so. ―We are poor people and did not understand what a lockdown 

meant. We had no idea how long it would continue. People kept saying it was for a few days 

but we soon realised we were running out of money and soon we were left without any 

income,‖ says Malik. ―Cyclone Amphan had also damaged my house extensively and there was 

really little source of income in Odisha, definitely nothing like there is in Bengaluru. I decided 
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to come back and hopefully I will be able to bring my wife and children here too within the 

next few months. She was also working here (as a helper in a garment factory) before and we 

are hoping she will get a similar job again,‖ he says.  

In Bellandur, Mondal from the Sundarbans chose to stay back. ―Thankfully, it was not so bad 

for us,‖ he says, as we talk outside his home in Bengali colony. Mondal says both he and his 

wife, Suparna, began work as domestic workers as soon as the lockdown ended. Subrata Das, 

25, from West Bengal‘s East Midnapore district, also a resident of Bellandur, went back home 

during the lockdown. But like Malik, he too returned as soon as he could. ―Disasters are 

definitely an important reason I chose to come to Bengaluru,‖ says Das, who works as a 

community manager at the Samridhdhi Trust, an NGO that provides education to children of 

migrant workers. ―In Midnapore, we are always being hit by one big cyclone after the other. I 

was 13 years old when Aila struck and I remember how all our village fields were completely 

flooded.‖ Moreover, he says, there are hardly any good jobs in his village. ―I have finished my 

BSc chemistry, and like me there are many educated people in West Bengal but hardly any jobs 

for us, hence I decided to shift to Bengaluru,‖ Das explains. Das and his sister, Pinky Bera, who 

studies nursing, live in Bengaluru while his parents and younger brother are in their village, on 

the fringes of the Sundarbans. ―I like my work here and I am also able to help other migrant 

workers. Even though this year has been really difficult because of the pandemic, I feel things 

are improving now for migrant workers here. Of course, I love my state and village but the city 

is better for economic reasons,‖ Das says, adding: ―I am not really thinking about my future. I 

will probably decide in five years or so. We would love to settle in Bengaluru but it is so 

expensive, let‘s see what happens.‖ 

Odisha: IMD warns heat wave condition, thunderstorm in several districts 

http://www.uniindia.com/imd-warns-heat-wave-condition-thunderstorm-in-several-

odisha-districts/east/news/2356237.html 

 "The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has warned of heat wave conditions and 

thunderstorm with lightning in several districts in the next 72 hours. The IMD has already 

issued orange warning for Mayurbhanj, Balasore, Bhadrak, Jajpur, Kendrapara districts and 

yellow warning for districts of Jagatsinghpur, Kandhamal, Puri, Ganjam, Khurda, Nayagarh 

and Cuttack. It said thunderstorms with lightning and gusty surface wind speed reaching 40-50 

kmph are very likely to occur in the districts under yellow and orange warning.  The IMD 

predicted strong gusty surface wind speed reaching 40-50 kmph over North -West Bay of 

Bengal and along and off Odisha Coast. The fishermen are advised not to venture into sea 

along and off Odisha Coast and North-West Bay. Meanwhile, the IMD bulletin also predicted 

that heat wave conditions are likely to occur at one or two places over the districts of Bolangir, 

Sonepur, Sambalpur, Angul, Boudh and Kalahandi from March 31 to April 2 next. The heat 

wave will intensify from March 31 with a rise of 2-3°C in the day temperature during the next 

http://www.uniindia.com/imd-warns-heat-wave-condition-thunderstorm-in-several-odisha-districts/east/news/2356237.html
http://www.uniindia.com/imd-warns-heat-wave-condition-thunderstorm-in-several-odisha-districts/east/news/2356237.html
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two days and thereafter by 3-5°C at many places in the state, the bulletin said. It warned the 

people to take all precautionary measures while moving out during the day time. 

Odisha: Install transponders in all fishing vehicles to save Olive Ridleys, says HC 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-install-

transponders-in-all-fishing-vehicles-to-save-olive-ridleys-in-odisha-says-hc-75981 

 "The Orissa High Court directed the state government March 16, 2021 to install 

transponders in all mechanised fishing vessels to track their movements and save Olive Ridley 

sea turtles from fishing nets. The high court also asked the Government of India to extend its 

cooperation in the matter. The court directed that the following measures suggested in the 

report of the panel constituted to look into the issue should be immediately put in place by the 

state:    

1) The prohibition of fishing activities by trawlers in the area of the Devi river mouth (Keluni 

Muhan to New Devi Nasi Island North) according to the November 12, 2014 notification of the 

fisheries and animal resources department should be strictly enforced, with the help of the three 

marine police stations within the jurisdiction of Gahiramatha Marine Sanctuary, namely, 

Talachua, Tantiapal and Jamboo.  

2) The Coast Guard must enforce the ban stringently in association with forest and environment 

Department. The Government of India will also co-operate in this effort.  

3) The three police stations should be immediately provided with sea-going patrol boats, with 

an additional force for protection of the sanctuary through joint patrolling with the forest 

department to ensure that no trawler enters the sanctuary area.  

4) No-fishing zones should be clearly demarcated.  

5) The nesting beach at Gahiramatha should be fenced up at the landward side at the end of the 

beach with temporary wire mesh over a length of three kilometres to protect the nesting Olive 

Ridleys, eggs and hatchings from predators like feral dogs, wild pigs, jackals and hyenas.  

6) The existing temporary fencing at Gogharkuda Purunabandha beach be strengthened 

likewise.  

7) The boundary of Gahiramatha Marine Sanctuary, with its geo-coordinates, should be 

uploaded in GSP systems of all fishing boats by the fisheries and animal resources department 

so that their movement in the sea can be clearly recorded.  

8) The state government will initiate a discussion with the Indian Space Research Organisation 

on the feasibility of installing transponders in all mechanized fishing vessels and trawlers to 

enable their being tracked in the sea. The Committee has informed the Court that this has 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-install-transponders-in-all-fishing-vehicles-to-save-olive-ridleys-in-odisha-says-hc-75981
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/dte-impact-install-transponders-in-all-fishing-vehicles-to-save-olive-ridleys-in-odisha-says-hc-75981
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already been done in Tamil Nadu. The Union of India will extend its cooperation in this matter.  

The court‘s action followed a February 4 report in Down to Earth that 800 Olive Ridley turtles 

had died since January this year due to negligence of the state‘s forest and fisheries department. 

The court took suo motu cognisance of the report February 23 and registered a case. It 

constituted a three-member panel February 26 comprising of Kartik Shankar, a sea turtle 

researcher of the Indian Institute of Science in Bengaluru, Sushant Nanda, director 

(environment) of the state forest administration and advocate Mohit Agarwal. All three 

members of the panel interacted with fisherfolk, locals, forest and fisheries officials March 6. 

The panel submitted its report to the high court March 15.  

A division bench of the high court comprising Chief Justice S Muralidhar and Justice BP 

Routray issued directions to ensure the safety of endangered Olive Ridley turtles and curb their 

mortality rate after hearing from Mohit Agarwal, the amicus curiae and PK Muduli, the 

additional government advocate for the state.  More than 60-70 per cent of the Olive Ridley 

mortalities between 2010-11 and 2019-20 had happened in the Devi estuary alone, according to 

figures furnished by the principal chief conservator of forests (wildlife). The current estimated 

mortality was 4,000-7,000 Olive Ridley Sea turtles per year. Most turtle mortality along the 

Odisha coast was mainly due to trawling operations, according to the report submitted by the 

panel. There was also incidental killing of turtles due to suffocation in fishing nets of trawlers 

or by injuries inflicted by the propellers of the trawlers. The court posted the next date of 

hearing April 29. 

Odisha: Sarangi bats for cooperatives in fisheries sector 

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/sarangi-bats-cooperatives-fisheries-sector-

1502957489.html 

 "Union Minister Pratap Sarangi emphasized on the need for development of fisheries 

related infrastructure in the state and formation of cooperatives in the sector. Formation of 

cooperatives and use of technology in the sector can go a long way in exploiting the huge 

fisheries potential in Odisha he said.  Sarangi was addressing a state level awareness cum 

training programme on Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY ) at Chandipur 

today. The programme was jointly organised by Laxmanrao Inamdar National Academy for 

Cooperative Research and Development (LINAC), NCDC and Department of Fisheries, 

Ministry of FAHD, at Chandipur. Sarangi , Sundeep Kumar Nayak, Managing Director, 

NCDC, Dr J.K. Jena, Deputy Director General, Fisheries, ICAR, Sambit Tripathi, CEO, 

Livelihood alternative and Shardul Jadhav, Regional Director, NCDC, Odisha addressed the 

participants.   

This was first state level awareness programme, organized under PMMSY in the country. In the 

programme over 350 participants from all the districts of Odisha participated. Participants from 

various states in the country attended the programme through virtual mode. The Union Minister 

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/sarangi-bats-cooperatives-fisheries-sector-1502957489.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/india/sarangi-bats-cooperatives-fisheries-sector-1502957489.html
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praised NCDC for playing a vital role in development of the cooperative sector in the country. 

S K Nayak, MD, NCDC provided a brief on the role of NCDC as the implementing agency for 

PMMSY. He noted that NCDC is committed towards development of the fisheries sector in 

India through cooperatives. Dr JK Jena, Deputy Director General, ICAR, DARE, highlighted 

the role of ICAR. 

Odisha: Farmers sore overillegal prawn farming, seek action 

https://www.orissapost.com/farmers-sore-over-illegal-prawn-farming-seek-action/ 

 "Illegal prawn farming has taken a heavy toll on the farming and environment in 

Chandbali area of Bhadrak district, a report said. Acres of farmlands are being used for prawn 

farming while water being released from fish ponds is affecting the fertility of the land in the 

areas like Aradi, Nuagaon and Jashipur panchayats, local alleged. Hundreds of people from 

these panchayats recently met the Collector and submitted a memorandum in this regard. In the 

memorandum, they pointed out that the toxic water of the farm ponds in Pahana area is 

contaminating the water of Shivaganga, the pond of Lord Akhandalamani. Though locals have 

apprised the tehsil authorities of the problem posed by the prawn farming, no step is being 

taken to remove the prawn enclosures. Locals have demanded that the administration should 

halt prawn farming in Chandbali area. ADM Arun Kumar Das has assured that steps will be 

taken in this direction. It may be noted here that hundred of farmers, upset over growing prawn 

farming, walked 55 km from Chandbali to the district headquarters February 28. They alleged 

that due to prawn farming, agriculture in the area is being affected. 

 

 

 

Odisha: Over 15,000 hectares under illegal prawn enclosures: Chilika Development 

Authority 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/over-15-000-hectares-under-illegal-

prawn-enclosures-chilika-development-authority-75892 

 "Over 15,500 hectares in the Chilika lake, Asia‘s biggest brackish water lagoon, have 

been illegally encroached upon by are under illegal prawn culture enclosures (gheries) and 

ponds, according to an affidavit filed by the chief executive of Chilika Development Authority 

(CDA). More than 12,131 ha of the lake whose spread includes part of Ganjam, Puri and 

Khordha districts, were under illegal prawn gheries, around 1,440 ha under prawn culture 

ponds, in violation of the Centre's Coastal Aquaculture Authority Act, 2005. The CDA chief 

executive Sushanta Nanda filed the affidavit after Orissa High Court set a March 8, 2021 

https://www.orissapost.com/farmers-sore-over-illegal-prawn-farming-seek-action/
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/over-15-000-hectares-under-illegal-prawn-enclosures-chilika-development-authority-75892
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/governance/over-15-000-hectares-under-illegal-prawn-enclosures-chilika-development-authority-75892
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deadline for the state government to submit an affidavit on the progress of demolition of illegal 

prawn farms in Chilika Lake. The court was hearing public interest litigation for restoration of 

the ecology of the wetland. The illegal prawn gheries have been damaging the breeding ground 

of the fishes. The eco-system of the lake was also severely affected due to prawn culture, he 

said.   

The Supreme Court had asked the chief justices of 15 states on April 3, 2017 to take up the 

issue of conservation of ecology of important wetlands. Of the 26 major wetlands located in 15 

states, Chilika and Bhitarakanika National Park are in Odisha. Accordingly, the HC in Cuttack 

had also issued orders to the state government on January 22, 2019 to evict the prawn farms 

from these two wetlands. In its affidavit, the CDA chief executive said over 25,113 ha area in 

the lake was under illegal prawn gheries at the time.  Around 15,163 ha have been freed up 

since 2018. In the last year, major eviction drive could not be carried due to the novel 

coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. Moreover, during the period, new prawn gheries 

have come up over 2,182 ha of the lake, taking the total to 12,131.78 ha under prawn gheerie 

area which need to be evicted. Meanwhile the district administrations in collaboration of the 

CDA have started to remove the gheries from March 1, 2021. Puri and Khurda districts have so 

far evicted removed net gheries over 647ha and 11.39 ha area, respectively, sources said. 

 

 

 

Odisha: In Humma’s dried fish hub, traders left high and dry 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/mar/08/in-hummas-dried-fish-hub-

traders-left-high-and-dry-2273710.html 

 "The dry fish market at Humma in Ganjam district, believed to be Asia‘s largest, wears a 

deserted look with most vendors waiting keenly for buyers.  The market used to come alive on 

Sundays when consumers and traders from within the State and outside visited it to buy dried 

fish. But the scenario has changed now as absence of buyers and shortage of salt required to 

preserve fresh fish has hit those in the business. Salt is produced on over 30,000 acre of land in 

the district. Since locally produced salt is available in plenty and is cheap, fishermen use it to 

dry the fish and preserve it.   

However, the price of salt has almost doubled from Rs 170 to Rs 340 for a 50 kg bag over the 

last few months. Around 8-10 kg salt is needed to produce a quintal of dried fish. ―Post 

lockdown, price of salt doubled and this has made production of dried fish commercially 

unviable,‖ said Ramesh Behera, a fisherman. A few families engaged in the task have switched 

to commercial salt for drying fish but it has increased the price of the end product. Fishermen 
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procure locally produced salt from salt beds near Humma. But production of salt at Humma 

Binchanapalli Salt Production and Sales Cooperative has dwindled considerably over last few 

years. This has affected mass production of dried fish. Samudram, a community-based 

federation of women self-help groups too has reduced production of dried fish and other value-

added seafood products, said its managing director, B Chitamma. Earlier, Samudram used to 

export dried fish to other states.   

The federation has resumed production of dried fish but in a much lesser scale, said convenor 

of Odisha Marine Resources Conservation Consortium, Mangaraj Panda.  A few such groups 

have started making dried fish without salt but its demand is less as it is mostly used for 

manufacturing poultry feed. In 2018, Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik laid the foundation stone 

for a hygienic dry fish market at Humma. But the pandemic forced the market to close down. 

Once it opened after the lockdown, business was never the same again. There was a time when 

the market used to record transactions worth Rs 50-Rs 60 lakh a week. After lockdown 

restrictions were eased, commercial establishments opened but there was no word on the dry 

fish market. Administration says it has no instructions for reopening the market but allows 

traders to open their outlets. However, it does not help the traders who are waiting for better 

days. Meanwhile, the project report for the hygienic dry fish market has been prepared and 

soon work will taken up, said administration sources. 

 

Odisha: Budding brains digitally envision the fishing industry 

https://orissadiary.com/budding-brains-digitally-envision-the-fishing-industry/ 

 "FishNChips is an interactive web/ mobile platform that allows AIS data to be visualized 

in an interactive manner with the help of ArcGIS that provides policy makers and researchers 

with insightful information to know month-wise fishing trends of vessels through positional 

clustering and incorporates trajectory mapping for vessels to study and map their movement. 

India ranks third in fisheries production. Fisheries alone has employed 145 million people and 

contributed to 1.07% of the GDP. Also, small-scale fisheries meet a raging concern for poverty 

reduction and food security in developing countries. From the governance and organisational 

view point, the fisheries sector has a long way to go to unleash the potential of a blue economy. 

In addition to that students have come up with a state of the art IoT enabled Black Box device 

that mitigates the inability to track small fishing boats.  

This pocket-sized device also aids the problem of inexistent at-ground reporting mechanisms 

with its easy button- click features.   Some of the many benefits of FishNChips include: 1) 

Trajectory mapping for vessels, to gauge information about where fishermen like to fish during 

what time of the year. 2) Detecting illegal crossing of EEZ and other red flags such as 

overfishing or fishing in Marine Protected Areas. 3) The IoT enabled black box acts as a 
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substitute to the conventional AIS Systems used in bigger vessels. It can also act as a beacon in 

a situation of distress, hence ensuring security of smaller fishing boats. 4) Another important 

feature is the Fleet Managing App that can help owners of fisheries track individual vessels 

from their fleet. 5) It is an inexpensive platform.  The group of engineering students behind 

FishNChips, comprises 4 Indian students namely Tapaswin Padhy, Adwait Bhope, Anushka 

Jadhav, Kamal Nath V. and two Burmese students namely Aw Thura and Myat Noe Htet. The 

team was assisted by other students from a startup called AUUM in every step of this project 

like Android development, UI/UX Development etc. They are dedicated towards digitalizing 

the fishing industry to a higher level than it already is. They aim to provide insightful 

information in the form of detailed reports to the government officials and at the same time, 

help the fishermen increase their efficiency with reduced efforts. The team has gathered 

testimonials for their product from persons in the Fishing industry as well as from an Indian 

Navy official. Meanwhile they are working towards a more improved and finished version of 

the product. 

 

 

 

Odisha: Hirakud fishermen fear loss of income 

https://www.orissapost.com/hirakud-fishermen-fear-loss-of-income/ 

 "The government‘s plan to promote cage sh farming in Hirakud reservoir is may 

disastrously affect livelihood of thousands of fishermen in three western Odisha districts. 

Fishermen alleged that the cage sh farming is being planned in the reservoir and this will be 

handed over to a private company. Addressing a presser, Gopinath Majhi of Hirakud Budi 

Anchal Sangram Samiti, said that the government is planning to introduce cage fish farming in 

reservoir which will be later handed over to the private companies. ―If this plan is put into use, 

then 8,810 fishermen of Bargarh, Jharsuguda and Sambalpur districts will lose their age-old 

livelihood,‖ lamented Majhi.  He pointed out that thousands of people were displaced when the 

dam project was executed, but till date many displaced families have not been given 

compensation. ―After leaving their home and hearth, scores of families found fishing a 

livelihood in the Hirakud reservoir. But now, the government is doing something that will take 

away their livelihood. Sales and purchase of sh in the local market will fall into a stalemate,‖ 

rued Majhi. Many youths engaged in the fishing sector will be rendered jobless. Earlier, 126 

species of shes used to be found in the reservoir, but over years, their number has come down 

to 15 due to pollution in the water, he said. People had lost their land for the dam and now they 

are going to lose their livelihood, he alleged. 

Odisha: Renovation of Gobari river starts to make way for fishing vessels 

https://www.orissapost.com/hirakud-fishermen-fear-loss-of-income/
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https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/feb/25/renovation-of-gobari-river-

starts-to-make-way-for-fishing-vessels-2268758.html 

 "The Drainage Division under Water Resources department has recently started 

renovation of the 5 km long Gobari river, a tributary of Mahanadi at a cost of Rs 6 crore to 

spruce up its bed to make it navigable for fishing vessels. Currently, the water level of the river 

is inadequate for operation of fishing vessels due to which dredging in the river up to five feet 

depth is being carried out. The river‘s embankments too are being stone-packed, said executive 

engineer of Drainage Division, Kendrapara Bankabihari Samal. Due to littoral drifts or 

sedimentation, flood water does not flow into the river during monsoon. Sand deposits and 

illegal constructions near the river further affect the water flow. Samal said 30 per cent of the 

work is already over and the project will be completed within six months.   However, residents 

of several villages located near the river alleged the renovation work is not only sub-standard 

but also moving at a snail‘s pace. Biswanath Behera, a retired engineer said inadequate flow of 

water in the river is affecting agriculture and environment in the riverside villages. He said over 

20 cattle and other animals are slaughtered at an abattoir in Dilawarpur village and the waste is 

being dumped into the river. But, no steps have yet been taken by the authorities concerned. 

Hoping that renovation of the river will help farmers, Haripada Das of Thakurapatana village 

said they are not able to  draw water from the river for irrigating their fields now. Gobari river 

was once the lifeline of hundreds of villages and thousands of farmers. The river  was famous 

for navigation during pre-Independence period. However, with improvement in road transport, 

boats gradually stopped, said former principal of Kendrapara College, Nanda Kishor Parida. 

Odisha: Chilika fishermen to get boats, nets on subsidised price: Sanjay Das Burma 

https://pragativadi.com/chilika-fishermen-to-get-boats-nets-on-subsidised-price-sanjay-

das-burma/  

"Odisha government has laid emphasis on securing the livelihood of fishermen depending on 

Chilika, the largest brackish water lagoon in Asia. At a high-level meeting held here on 

Thursday, State Planning Board Deputy Chairman Sanjay Das Burma said that nets, boats 

including mechanized ones will be supplied to the fishing communities living in Puri, Khurda 

and Ganjam at a subsidized rate. The officials also stressed on the establishment of a cold 

storage at Satapada for the benefit of the community. The meeting headed by Das Burma said a 

marketing yard will also be set up at Satapada. A jetty will also be set up at Satapada at a cost 

of Rs 8 crore. Das Burma said the fishermen who are members of 186 primary fishing societies 

will be provided with boats and nets at sixty per cent discount. The meeting was attended by 

commissioner cum secretary, fisheries and animal husbandry, R Raghuprasad, Director of 

Fisheries Smruti Ranjan Pradhan, Additional Director Debananda Bhanj, Abhaya Mohanty and 

President of Central Fisheries Cooperative Society Kedar Nath Jena. 
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Odisha: Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute picks two sites for seaweed 

cultivation 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/feb/18/central-marine-fisheries-

research-institute-picks-two-sites-in-odishafor-seaweed-cultivation-2265645.html 

 "Seaweeds, a rich source of vitamins, minerals, other nutrients - also key raw materials 

for pharmaceuticals and food-based industries - will be grown in the coastal pockets of 

Jagatsinghpur by the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI). A team of scientists 

from the Kochi-based CMFRI conducted a ground survey in Paradip and interacted with local 

fishermen in this regard on Tuesday. Cultivation of seaweed would give a huge boost to socio-

economic conditions of marine fishermen who spend a large part of the year without fishing 

due to stringent sea turtle conservation laws. The team, led by principal scientist Rita 

Jayasankar, visited the district and conducted a thorough survey of the coastline to know the 

species suitable to be grown and points where natural harvesting is favourable. ""We conducted 

a feasibility survey in Paradip and have already identified two sites at Noliashai (Gadakujang 

panchayat of Erasama block) and Paradip fishing harbor for cultivation on experimental 

basis,"" Jayasankar informed. If the experimental cultivation succeeds, CMFRI plans to involve 

local fishermen communities.  

""We started experimental seaweed cultivation in Astrang and Chandrabhaga of Puri district 

and came to Paradip later,"" she said. CMFRI plans to cover both Ganjam and Balasore 

districts later.  Though Paradip has different spots near Mahanadi River mouth and Sandhkuda 

area, Assistant Director, Fisheries (Marine), Kujang Manas Ranjan Sahoo, these areas are not 

conducive for seaweed cultivation due to high tide conditions which is why CMFRI selected 

Noliashai and Paradip. Seaweed can be grown in areas of clear sea water and low tidal action, 

Sahoo said. Its cultivation does not require land, fresh water, fertilisers or pesticides. While 

seaweeds pack in anti-oxidants that fight cancer and are rich in polyphenols, research at 

CMFRI says these microalgae are good plant nutrients too. Farming is also simple as it requires 

a series of bamboo rafts on shallow sea water and harvest can be made every 45 days. 

""Seaweed farmers need handholding, inputs and linkage with markets,"" said an expert. The 

Centre has allocated Rs 637 crore towards subsidy support for cultivation of seaweeds as part 

of Rs 20,050 crore Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana over the next five years. 

Odisha: Govt aiming at increasing fish exports to RS.20,000 Crores in the next five years: 

CM Naveen Patnaik 

https://orissadiary.com/odisha-govt-aiming-at-increasing-fish-exports-to-

%E2%82%B920000-crores-in-the-next-five-years-cm-naveen-patnaik/ 

 "Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik said that State Government is working towards doubling 

the income of fish farmers to benefit more than 15 lakh people working in the fisheries sector. 
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The State is also aiming at increasing fish exports to Rs.20,000 Crores in the next five years, he 

added. 

Odisha: Fishing sector hopeful with Union Budget 2021-22 allocation for Paradip 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/odisha-fishing-sector-hopeful-with-

union-budget-2021-22-allocation-for-paradip-75319 

 "Fishermen, seafood exporters and those engaged in ancillary industries in Odisha‘s 

Paradip welcomed Union finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman‘s announcement of developing 

a fishing harbour and fish landing centre in the port town in Jagatsinghpur district. Kochi in 

Kerala, Chennai in Tamil Nadu, Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh and Petuaghat in West 

Bengal will also be developed as hubs for economic activities.  In May 2020, the state fisheries 

department had submitted a proposal to the Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry 

and Dairying asking for Rs 30 crore to modernise the state‘s biggest fishing harbour at Paradip. 

The funds would be used to fill the infrastructure gaps and promote seafood export under 

Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY), the letter said. ―We are happy the finance 

minister gave green signal to the project by providing money in the budget,‖ said Pabitra 

Behera, joint-director, fisheries (coastal) department of Odisha.   The department plans to 

upgrade the hygiene standards in the fishing harbour by establishing an effluent treatment plant 

among other amenities under the project. ―Ice-crushing machines, solar-powered lighting and 

CCTVs will be installed in the harbour with the funds. A mechanised fishing vessel repair 

workshop will also be set up, Behara said. The auction hall and the periphery of the harbour 

will be modernised,‖ he added.   The fishing harbour in Paradip was constructed by the state in 

1996 at a cost of Rs 39 crore. The state government handed over the harbour to the Paradip Port 

Trust (PPT) in 1998 for maintenance. In 2019, PPT handed over the fishing harbour to the 

fisheries department.  

In the financial year 2019-20, around 32 companies in Odisha exported around 45,000 tonnes 

of seafood worth around Rs 3,200 crore. Of this, Paradip fishing harbour contributed Rs 500 

crore. ―Odisha has resources like 480 kilometre of coastline along with 24,000 square 

kilometers within the continental shelf for which we are determined to fulfill all the hygiene 

and other norms in the fishing harbour,‖ added Behera.   Three years ago, a two-member 

delegation from the European Union (EU) inspected the fishing harbour at Paradip to assess its 

conditions, infrastructure facilities and hygienic conditions for seafood export trade in the state. 

In the past, the European Union had banned seafood from Pakistan and a few other countries 

owing to unhygienic conditions for not meeting required quality standards.  The European 

Commission has brought in a new regulation which insists on validated-catch certificate or 

certificate for consignments of fish, shrimp, squid, cuttlefish, octopus and others exported to 

the EU. This requirement is compulsory for all consignments made out of catches from the sea. 

""We are delighted that the Union finance minister announced to modernise the fishing 
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harbour. We hope the work will be done soon and the harbour will be able to meet the hygiene 

requirements prescribed by EU for sea-food  export,"" said Sumant Kumar Biswal, secretary of 

Odisha Marine Fish Producers Association (OMFPA), Paradip. Hundreds of marine fishermen 

and related workers will benefit from the funds announced, said Prasana Behera, the president 

of Odisha Traditional Fish Workers Union. 

  

 

 

 

Odisha: Dry Brahmani sparks fear of water crisis in Bari block 

https://www.orissapost.com/dry-brahmani-sparks-fear-of-water-crisis-in-bari-block/ 

 "ri: Even as winter season is yet to go, a sharp decline in the water ow in Brahmani river 

in Jajpur district has sparked fear of a drinking water crisis in the area, a report said. The river 

enters the district at Jenapur under Dharmasala block and ows towards Kaipada under Bari 

block. At many places along its course, the river has gone dry leading to a sharp decline in 

water flow. The river getting buried at most places and formation of islets are attributed to the 

decline in the water flow. This has sparked resentment among residents as Lokanath Das, 

president of  Brahmani Banchao Abhiyan, Gagan Bihari Jena, former block chairman, Kishan 

Panda, Dharmasala block chairman, Bishnu Charan Mohanty, Raghunath Jena and Basant 

Parida wrote to Jajpur MLA Pranab Prakash Das and his Bari counterpart Sunanda Das seeking 

their intervention in making the river perennial. Reports said that the riverbed going dry has led 

to depletion in groundwater level in the area which has sparked fear of drinking water crisis 

ahead of the summer season. As a result, people are spending from their pockets in digging 

wells and installing tube wells to meet their drinking water needs.    

The decline in water ow has left the farmers and fishermen in the area in a lurch as they are 

dependent on its water for cultivation and fishing. Farmers in over 22 panchayats like 

Swainkhanda, Sahupada, Mandari, Ishanpur, Sherpur, Bainsria are the worst hit as they have 

not been getting water to irrigate their farmlands. The fishermen who earn their livelihood from 

fishing migrate to other states in search of alternative occupation.  The flood in the last season 

wreaked havoc in the area due to 12 breaches in the right and the left embankments. 

Environmentalists fear that the river going dry from the start of the year will seriously affect the 

availability of drinking water and hit agricultural work. Government officials at the last District 

Development Coordination and Monitoring Committee (DISHA) meeting had claimed that the 

water resources department was taking steps to make the river perennial, January 18, this year.  

However, their tall claims are yet to materialize. 
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Odisha: NABARD estimates Odisha’s total credit requirement Rs 1,10,735 crore for 

2021-22 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/nabard-estimates-odishas-total-credit-

requirement-rs-110735-crore-for-202122/2017406 

 "The NABARD has estimated Odisha''s total credit requirement Rs 1,10,735 crore for the 

year 2021-22 with greater emphasis on crop diversification, animal husbandry and fishery 

sector apart from greater thrust on enhancing credit flow to self help groups. This was part of 

the state focus paper for Odisha, released by Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari at the state credit 

seminar for 2021-22 here on Monday. NABARD Chief General Manager C Udayabhaskar said 

that the credit projections for Odisha for 2021-22 is Rs 1,10,735 crore which is based on the 

potential assessed under various sectors and sub-sectors in all the agro-climatic zones of the 

state.  He solicited cooperation of the state government, banks and other stakeholders towards 

achieving the credit growth required to realise the potential identified under plan. He also 

highlighted the important business and developmental initiatives of NABARD in the state. He 

said the projected credit flow to the priority sector for the year 2021-22 has been enhanced by 

22.5 per cent from the year 2020-21. The projection for credit to the agriculture sector was 

pegged at Rs 46,460.40 crore which is 7.34 per cent more than the projection of the year 2020-

21.   

Keeping in view high credit growth in MSME sector with a potential to generate rapid 

employment in the post-covid periods, the paper made a projection of 41,867.10 crore for credit 

to MSME sector with a growth of 37.46 per cent over the previous year. Similarly, in order to 

improve flow of credit to SHG, the projection for loan under the category has been kept at 

6,295.77 crore which will also increase the average loan for SHG. The focus paper also said 

that there is a need to highlight the newly developed irrigated areas to have plans for crop 

diversification, water saving mechanism and special credit plans to augment the credit flow. 

Allied sectors like commercial dairying, goatery, fisheries and horticulture need to be 

developed in clusters to optimise availability of various support services and better market 

linkage, it said, The focus paper also stressed on development of Agri Incubation centre to 

promote start-ups greenfield areas. Skill development and entrepreneurship development to be 

taken up for building the solid foundation for the private capital formation, it said, adding that 

the SHG loans to be doubled from the present levels.  

Odisha Finance Minister Niranjan Pujari congratulated the banking sector in advance towards 

achieving the priority sector lending target of Rs 1, 00, and 000 crore for the financial year 

2020-21. He emphasized upon increasing the Agri term loan finance in allied sector activities 

such as Animal Husbandry, Poultry, Fisheries leading to asset formation and diversification of 

the income basket of farmers.  The minister also advised RBI and all the bankers to increase 

their banking outreach in unbanked areas of the state in order to help the state in effective 
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implementation of various developmental programmes and also increase the scope of digital 

banking and financial inclusion across Odisha. Finance Secretary A K Meena said Odisha has 

been performing consistently well compared to the national level GDP. However, he pointed 

out that the share of the bank credit in the GSDP of the state is much below than the 

contribution of credit to national level GDP. 

  

Odisha: The increase in shrimp farming around Chilika Lake in India’s Odisha state has 

not only been destroying the area’s ecology but also affecting the livelihoods of several 

thousand fishermen 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/how-a-shrimp-farming-mafia-is-displacing-indian-fishing-

communities 

 "For the past five decades, Jogi Behera has been a fisherman on Chilika Lake, the largest 

coastal lagoon in India and also the largest brackish water lagoon in the world. The 60-year-

old, who lives in Balipatapur, laments that his catch has been dropping with each passing year, 

due to illegal shrimp farming around the lake.  ―The increase in shrimp farming has been 

snatching our livelihoods and turning us into paupers,‖ he says. ―The catch has been dwindling 

as the chemical-laced water discharged from the shrimp ponds has been killing the aquatic life 

of Chilika.‖ The lake covers an area of around 1,100km2, which is spread across the districts of 

Puri, Khurda and Ganjam. Its ecosystem provides large fishery resources and its 300 aquatic 

species include several threatened ones, such as Irrawaddy dolphins. ―We used to catch around 

20-30kg of fish per day, even two decades ago, but now it‘s difficult to have 5kg of catch, even 

after spending several hours in the lake,‖ says Behera. ―Fishermen will soon migrate to other 

states if things remain the same,‖ he adds, while sitting in his ramshackle boat.   The rise of 

illegal shrimp farms  But he is not alone. Over 200,000 fishermen in 132 villages across the 

Chilika region have been affected – many deeply concerned about their future, in the face of 

what‘s come to be seen as the ―prawn mafia‖, whose rapid expansion has been devouring their 

livelihoods. Meanwhile, the authorities seem to have almost turned a blind eye to the plight of 

the fishing community.  

Fishermen claim that mushrooming shrimp farming has already caused grave damage, as 

several species of native fish, such as Chilika ilish, have almost disappeared. Large swathes of 

ponds, mainly producing vannamei shrimp and Bagda shrimp (tiger prawns), have been 

established around the periphery of the lake. Farmers are converting their agricultural land into 

shrimp farming for higher returns, much like in West Bengal. Odisha has been emerging as one 

of India‘s leading shrimp producers. In 2010-11, the area under shrimp culture stood at 5,324 

hectares, but this increased to 13,186 hectares in 2019-20. The production of shrimp rose from 

7,520 tonnes to 48,147 tonnes during the same period.  The environmental impact of shrimp 
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effluent Environmentalists say that the chemical compounds used in shrimp farming have been 

detrimental to the lake ecosystem.  

―Shrimp farming is being done at the periphery of the lake. The farmers use different varieties 

of chemicals and protein-enriched food for culture of the shrimps. They [shrimp farmers] take 

the water from the lake and then discharge it back into the lake,‖ points out Gayatri Devi, an 

environmentalist and wildlife researcher based in Odisha. ―The chemical- and nutrient-rich 

discharged water goes into the Chilika water. It results in hyper-nitrification of the wetland 

water and leads to the growth of vegetation, especially Eichhornia, an exotic invasive species, 

commonly called water hyacinth. Water hyacinth covers the water surface, destroys the aquatic 

life, alters the wetland ecology and gradually converts a wetland into a wasteland.‖ ―Shrimp 

farming has been affecting the ecology of the most of the wetlands and growth of Eichhornia 

has been playing a major role in their destruction. The construction of shrimp farms in the 

buffer of wetland result in the destruction of wetlands and [the loss of] feeding habitat of many 

migratory and resident birds.‖   

Farmland converted to shrimp cultivation Locals claim that the ponds have been dug illegally 

for shrimp farming on land that was being used for agriculture. ―During the 1960s, several 

migrants arrived from different states of India, mostly West Bengal, and settled here. The state 

government decided to rehabilitate them by offering them land close to Chilika. The land was 

given on lease to these people. But slowly, the migrants began to sub-lease their land for 

shrimp farming and shifted to other places,‖ claims Manoj Kumar Naidu, a senior journalist 

based in Khurda district.  ―Over the years, several acres of land that once belonged to Chilika 

have been encroached on for shrimp farming and the situation continues to worsen due to the 

network between the cops, shrimp mafia and administration,‖ he adds. Indeed, local activists 

fighting for the survival of Chilika claim that nothing has been done to save the lagoon, despite 

the fact that it attracts migratory birds and thousands of tourists each year.  

―It‘s a losing battle to save the lake, as several letters sent to the Indian President and the Prime 

Minister‘s Office (PMO) have yielded no response so far,‖ reflects Dilip Kumar Behera, 

director of the Chilika Fishermen Central Co-operative Society. ―The area of the lake has 

shrunk to just 580km2 from 1,100 km2 in the past four decades, due to encroachments and 

siltation. The per-capita income of the fishing community has come down drastically. The 

population of Irrawaddy dolphins has also dropped to just 60, due to entanglement in gill nets 

and drag nets. The lockdown has proved to be a blessing in disguise for the shrimp mafia, as 

the number of ponds has increased in the past few months,‖ he adds.  Rise in prawn 

exploitation during lockdown  As well as the encroachment from the ponds, the number of 

prawn gheris – fine-mesh nets that are staked in the lake to catch prawns and other creatures – 

has increased drastically during the coronavirus-induced lockdown, claims Dilip. In 2018, the 

Odisha government had started a demolition drive and had cleared almost 85 percent of the 

prawn gheris. Sensing the seriousness of the situation, the government had also re-implemented 
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the Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation Act of 1981, which authorised government officials to 

clear the illegal gheries.   

In February 2020, the state government conceded that the process had stalled. In an affidavit 

filed in the Orissa High Court a Puri official admitted that no evictions targeting unauthorised 

operations had been undertaken since November the previous year, when an area of around 268 

acres was cleared. ―The collusion of the prawn mafia and the administration has led to 

proliferation of ponds and bunds. We have complained numerous times to the local 

administration but no action has been taken yet and their numbers continue to grow,‖ fumes 

Surendranath Behera, sarpanch (head) of the Balipatapur gram panchayat (village council) in 

Khurda district.  Human health concern  He also claims that many fishermen have developed 

allergies from staying in chemical-laced water for extended hours.  

―Several fishermen and villagers are suffering from skin rashes, black spots on their bodies and 

allergies because of the harmful water discharged from shrimp ponds. ―Around 20 people have 

died of cancer in the neighbouring villages in the past four years… It is not just the fishermen 

but others are also getting affected, as the water from the shrimp ponds is entering local water 

bodies and poisoning them where the locals take baths,‖ says Behera.  Denials  When 

contacted, senior officials at Chilika Development Authority (CDA) scoffed at allegations of a 

―prawn mafia‖ encroaching on the lake periphery. ―We have no such information of illegal 

prawn farming being done around Chilika. We do regular satellite monitoring along with field 

visits by our officials to ensure that no illegal activities thrive in the area,‖ assured Susanta 

Nanda, chief executive of CDA. 

Odisha: As Jagatsinghpur rivers dry up, locals worry over govt inaction 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jan/16/as-jagatsinghpur-rivers-

dry-up-locals-worry-over-govt-inaction-2250774.html 

 "Even as major rivers are drying up and human encroachments are blocking their flow in 

the district, inaction by the State government and district administration to revive them is 

posing a grave challenge to sustainable development in the region. As per reports, the four 

main rivers in the district including Mahanadi, Devi, Chitrotopla and Paika are witnessing 

water flow only for two to three months during the rainy season and are dry for the rest of the 

year. Depletion of groundwater level, disruption in flow due to construction of bridges and 

barrages and other human encroachments are believed to be contributing factors.   Moreover, 

many rivers like Hansua, Alaka, Dhanua, Gobari, Budha and Balia are almost dead. While this 

phenomenon has ecological repercussions, it has also led to immediate concerns like poor crop 

output and shortage of drinking water.  

Over the years, it has given way to livelihood concerns for those who depend on fishing and 

farming. In 2018, locals led by social activist Ratanakar Nayak had demanded eviction of 
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illegal encroachment of Alaka River from Birabarapatana in Biridi block to Bay of Bengal 

under Erasama block. They had demanded harvesting of rainwater, measures to rejuvenate the 

river and prevent further depletion of groundwater, evicting illegal constructions from both 

sides of the river and other solutions to the crisis.   Following the protest, a six-member team of 

Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute (CIFRI), Kolkata had visited different areas of 

Biridi block to prepare techno-economic feasibility report (TEFR) and detailed project reports 

(DPR) to both Central and State governments for revival of the Alaka river. But, the reports are 

yet to be submitted. A year later, the Fisheries Directorate had again sought the CIFRI‘s 

intervention for a DPR to mitigate the water crisis but the research institute is yet to give a 

response. Meanwhile, in May, the district Fishery office had submitted a proposal to the district 

rural development agency (DRDA) for utilisation of MGNREGS funds to take suitable 

measures to restore water bodies for pisciculture. District fishery officer Subrat Kumar Das has 

said, ―The department had adopted a mission mode approach to boost fish farming but all 

projects are on hold as DPRs for rejuvenation of rivers are awaited.‖ 

Odisha: Pratap Sarangi bats for promotion of aqua technology 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2021/jan/10/pratap-sarangi-bats-

forpromotion-of-aqua-technology-2248046.html 

 "Union Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying Pratap Chandra 

Sarangi on Saturday advised the Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture (CIFA) to devise a 

mechanism and tie up with different states and UTs for faster dissemination of aquaculture 

technologies. The Minister interacted with scientists and urged them to develop technology 

packages to attract unemployed rural youth, develop entrepreneurship and contribute to 

realising the Prime Minister‘s vision of doubling farmers‘ income by 2022.   Reviewing various 

freshwater aquaculture research activities being carried out by CIFA, he underscored the need 

to develop sustainable technology for better production keeping the safety of environment in 

mind and to carry out result-oriented research. Sarangi also visited CIFA farm facilities and 

interacted with researchers working on Bio-floc, tilapia farming, genetically improved Rohu 

‗Jayanti‘ scampi, carps, minor carps, aquaponics, murrel, and ornamental fish and feed mill.  

He inaugurated the re-circulatory aquaculture system for murrel.  CIFA Director Saroj Kumar 

Swain highlighted about the institute‘s research accomplishments as well as progress on 

flagship schemes.  

―The institute has launched an official WhatsApp channel and started offering training 

programmes virtually. It has been planned to conduct 23 virtual training programmes on 

various aspects of freshwater aquaculture during January-March 2021,‖ he said. The Minister 

released a set of 16 Odia leaflets on popular aquaculture technologies meant for creating 

awareness among the farmers about scientific aquaculture practices.  Three e-booklets and one 

book titled ‗Actionable Strategies for Increasing the Freshwater Aquaculture Production in 
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India‘ were also released.  Fish seed ranching programme   CIFA in collaboration with Water 

Resources department organised a fish seed ranching programme in Jhumka dam in Khurda in 

order to replenish the depleting fish species in natural open water bodies. ―If fish seeds can be 

released regularly, it will lead to productivity enhancement and per capita availability of the 

fish in the long run. It will also conserve and sustain the fish bio-diversity of the water body 

while improving the livelihood security of fishing community,‖ said Swain. As many 22,000 

fingerlings of Labeo fimbriatus (Khursia) and Labeo calbasu (Kalabainsi) were released in 

Jhumka reservoir 

Odisha: ‘Constitute experts’ panel for coastal safety’ 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2021/state-editions/---constitute-experts----panel-for-

coastal-safety-.html  

"Odisha, blessed with a coastline of 482 km should rise to the occasion by designing and 

implementing a comprehensive, robust climate policy to limit the magnitude of risks posed by 

the climate change and adapt to its expected impacts. The State requires undertaking advanced 

scientific research on both current and possible future climate scenarios and on diverse cross-

cutting themes. It needs to study the effects on various sectors employing different analytical 

tools. Shoreline erosion, seawater intrusion, frequent cyclones and loss in coastal biodiversity 

are already a concern in many areas of the State. This necessitates the constitution of an expert 

committee selecting scientists from climatology, oceanography, environment, biology, 

geography and social sciences to deal with the crisis.   

Experts expressed such opinions while participating in a webinar held on the theme ‗Coastal 

ecosystems of Odisha: Human impacts and changing scenario - II‘ by the Orissa Environmental 

Society (OES) here. Organised under the chairmanship of OES president Dr Sundara Narayana 

Patro, the webinar had Prof Pratap Kumar Mohanty from Department of Marine Sciences, 

Berhampur University and Prof Bisnu Prasad Dash from Department of Biosciences and 

Biotechnology, FM University as the distinguished speakers.  Prof Mohanty presented a talk on 

‗Coastal processes and cyclonic storms along Odisha coast: Impact analysis with special 

reference to turtle nesting habitats‘. He narrated how erosion and accretion processes are 

occurring along the coast commensurate with the developmental activities, thereby causing 

ecosystem disruptions in the coastal region. He also explained how nesting process of Olive 

Ridley turtles was upset in the post-cyclonic period after episodes of Phailin, Hudhud and Titli. 

Prof Dash spoke on the topic ‗Horseshoe crabs in Odisha coast: Significance, bio-prospecting 

and conservation issues‘. He narrated how various human activities, including infrastructural 

developments and fishing activities are pushing the horseshoe crab species into the threatened 

category.  At the beginning, OES secretary Dr Jaya Krushna Panigrahi, presented the welcome 

address and elucidated the significance of the theme. Dr Patro in his presidential remark 

emphasized on putting more priority to the protection and conservation of flora and fauna of 
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costal zones, including mangrove ecosystems. OES vice president Dr Lala AK Singh 

introduced the guests. During the interaction session various questions raised by the delegates 

were discussed. The webinar ended with vote of thanks by senior wildlife scientist Dr Sudhakar 

Kar. 

Odisha: Buoys to demarcate boundaries of Gahirmatha marine sanctuary to help 

fishermen 

https://www.uniindia.com/buoys-to-demarcate-boundaries-of-gahirmatha-marine-

sanctuary-to-help-fishermen/east/news/2279122.html 

 "The Odisha Forest Department has started installing buoys to demarcate the boundaries 

of Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary, the largest rookeries of endangered Olive Ridley Sea turtles. 

The demarcation would provide a helping hand to the fishermen community to catch fish 

outside the Gahirmatha Marine sanctuary for the conservation of Olive ridley sea turtles. The 

Rajnagar Mangrove (forest) and wildlife division today set up a floating buoy at one of the 

selected points at Gahirmatha Marine sanctuary within the sea through GPS tracking.  As many 

as 14 floating buoys would be fixed at the selected points phase-wise, iDFO of Rajnagar 

Mangrove (forest) and wildlife division Bikash Ranjan Dash said. The buoys made with iron 

and plastics would remain in floating condition at the boundaries of Gahirmatha marine 

sanctuary. Each buoy has a concrete base weighing about 4 ton and 2-ton steel chain would be 

fitted to float the buoy. A red colour solar lamp has been fitted on the buoys so that the trawlers 

would operate outside the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary during night hour and avoid the 

accident of fishing vessels on installed buoys, the DFO said.   

Meanwhile, 5 buoys have already reached Paradip port area and ten other 10 buoys would 

reach shortly. Notably, the Rajnagar Mangove (forest) and wildlife Division had earlier invited 

tender for the buoys in the 2018-19 financial year. But later it was cancelled due to a faulty 

tender invitation process. Later, the PCCF office finalised the tender process in between last 

December 2019 and January 2020. The Bhubaneswar-based Aditya Engineering would execute 

the work order to set up the buoys. It may be noted here that, in 2006, Green Peace, an NGO 

had placed bright yellow buoys in the waters to define boundaries between fishing and non-

fishing zones. It was a long-standing demand of the marine fishermen community to demarcate 

the Gahirmatha Marine sanctuary as the forest personnel very often seized their fish catch and 

vessel for operating inside the no-fishing zone. 

Odisha:  Govt to set up Model Hygienic Fish Market (MHFM),Micro-Composting 

Centres in Puri 

https://orissadiary.com/odisha-govt-to-set-up-model-hygienic-fish-market-mhfmmicro-

composting-centres-in-puri/ 

https://www.uniindia.com/buoys-to-demarcate-boundaries-of-gahirmatha-marine-sanctuary-to-help-fishermen/east/news/2279122.html
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 "Odisha Govt to set up Model Hygienic Fish Market (MHFM) at Talbania, Puri. To take 

stock of the Model Hygienic Fish Market (MHFM) at Talbania under construction, Puri 

Collector visited the site. The multi-storied building will accommodate 200 fish retailers & will 

be ready by May 2021.  The Collector visited Micro-Composting Centres (MCCs) and Material 

Recovery Facilities (MRFs) at Talabania, Masanichandi and Baliapanda to set the target for 

speedy completion of new projects by 26th Jan.Out of the proposed 11 MCCs in Puri 

Municipality, 6 are presently functional and 4 will be ready in the next four weeks. The 

Collector interacted with the Swachh Sathis at the MCCs and MRFs & reviewed compost 

storage and sale. 

Odisha: Baleswar coastal canal renovation sought 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/baleswar-coastal-canal-renovation-

sought.html 

 "The farmers of several seaside villages have threatened  to stage a dharna before the 

Collectorate  if their demand  to renovate coast canal was not addressed. They said that due to 

silting for years the British time canal is had been rendered useless. As a result their fields face 

the adverse impact of  saltwater ingression during high tide of Bay of Bengal.  They have been 

bearing the brunt of the saline water ingression into their fields and the affected GPs are  

Bhimpur, Kumarpur, Tundura, Chhachina, Bardhanpur , Inchidi, Sahajanpur, Kusmulipahi, 

Tundurapahi and Bardhanpurpahi etc, they informed.  Although they have been pleading before 

the district administration and elected representatives yet no action was taken concerning their 

grievances, they alleged.  The canal was dug way back in the nineteen century as the first 

project under the ‗Food for work' programme, after the patch was  acutely hit by the worst 

famine in the 1860s.   The coast canal connects  the river Hoogly at Geonkhali; 45 miles (72 

km) from Calcutta with river Matai at Charbatia near Bhadrak.  Its length in Orissa was 

92miles(147.2 km) and is divided into four ranges.     

The works for the Orissa Coast Canal  started in the year 1880-81 under food for  work to 

prevent people from acute  famine then. The amount of original estimate of the Orissa Coast 

Canal was Rs 36 lakh  inclusive of the indirect charges  and was revised in 1888 chiefly on 

account of excess in navigation works due to bad foundation and cost of extra land. The revised 

estimate was  nearly Rs 45 lakh. Apart from providing relief to starving people of Odisha 

during ‗Nanka Durvikhya' , it proved  to be a boon for the undivided Baleswar district as it 

opened up new trade transport  and communication routes.  Besides navigation and irrigation, 

the canal helped in fish farming etc. 

Odisha: Revolutionising aquaculture, one farmer at a time 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/dec/20/odisha-revolutionising-

aquaculture-one-farmer-at-a-time-2238699.html 
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"The Aquaculture Field School at Sarakana in Khurda district is a school with a difference, not 

bound by walls nor having halls for learning sessions. Here, the ponds and hatcheries serve as 

classrooms for youths and farmers who want to make a living out of fish breeding and seed 

production. Giving them lessons is 69-year-old Batakrushna Sahoo, a progressive fish breeder 

of the district who has taken up the mission of creating entrepreneurs in the pisciculture sector. 

In fact, the school set up on Sahoo's 15-acre fish hatchery by ICAR-Central Institute of 

Freshwater Aquaculture (ICAR-CIFA) in 2009, is today considered the epicentre for fish 

farming in Khurda. On average, Sahoo has been training around 7,000 fish farmers and youths 

in fish breeding, seed production, fresh water aquaculture and pond management every year 

since 2009. A former head clerk in the Finance department, Sahoo's stint with pisciculture 

started in the 80s when he saw his father take to fish farming in Sarakana, his native. Seeing 

potential in the field, he got interested and approached the local Krishi Vigyan Kendra (KVK) 

in 1986.   

―As a beginning, I released 200 carp fingerlings in my ancestral pond with the help of Dr 

Radheyshyam, the then technical officer at ICAR-CIFA. A year later, I sold 1.4 tonnes of carp 

fish from the same stock and each fish weighed 600 to 800 grams, recollected Sahoo. And, 

there has been no looking back. Apart from fish breeding, he has also taken up commercial 

cultivation of fish seed and spawn. Inspired by his work, many villagers of Sarakana 

approached him for learning the know-how of fish breeding and a year before his retirement in 

2010, ICAR-CIFA decided to open an Aquaculture Field School in his hatchery.   ―I wanted to 

promote production of fish seed locally. Usually, farmers used to procure fish seeds from 

hatcheries in West Bengal and Andhra and despite the money spent; they would not get quality 

seeds and suffered high mortality rate, said the fish breeder who began training people for free 

after his retirement. Today, he holds training programmes four times a year helping hundreds of 

budding entrepreneurs not only from Odisha but also neighbouring states.  

―Every training session at our school is free. Our gates are open for anyone who wants to learn 

anything about aquaculture and fish breeding, said Sahoo, who wants the youth to understand 

the importance of rural pisciculture. ―One does not have to go out to earn a living. If done 

rightly and with technical assistance, fish farming can be a profitable venture, said Sahoo who 

was awarded the Padmashri Award this year.  Apart from training people, Sahoo produces 

spawn and fry of Indian carp like Rohu, Catla and Mrigal and many exotic and ornamental fish 

varieties at his 16 ponds inside the hatchery. The annual production is around 10 crore spawn 

and 1,200 kg of fish fingerlings in a year which are provided to 386 farmers across eight 

districts of Odisha.   FARMING AID   - 7,000 youths/fish farmers trained at Batakrushna's 

hatchery annually  - He offers technical know-how for carp breeding to farmers of other dists 

for free  - He provides fish spawn, fry and fingerlings to fish farmers in 8 dists of the State at a 

price much less than the market rate 

Odisha: 36 fishermen sent to jail for fishing in no fishing zone of Gahirmatha sanctuary 
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http://www.uniindia.com/36-fishermen-sent-to-jail-for-fishing-in-no-fishing-zone-of-

gahirmatha-sanctuary/east/news/2261788.html 

 "The Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary personnel engaged in mid sea surveillance, on 

Saturday arrested 36 fishermen for ""illegally"" catching fish after trespassing into he ""No 

Fishing zone"". The forest personnel intercepted as many as five fishing vessels near Madali 

mouth inside the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary. They also seized 29 quintals of fish catch 

along with 47 trawler nets, one dead Olive Ridley sea turtle, 5 GPS, 5 fish finders and as many 

VHF sets from the arrested fishermen According to Bikash Ranjan Dash, DFO of Rajnagar 

Mangrove (Forest) and wildlife division, the forest personnel had in recent days intensified sea 

patrolling to protect the endangered Olive Ridley sea turtles, especially in the ongoing turtle 

nesting season.  On Friday, they came across around 20 fishing vessels fishing near Madali 

mouth. The forest team chased the trawlers and managed to intercept five of them. All the 

arrested fishermen were booked under Section 27, 29 and 31 of the Wild Life (Protection) 

Act,1972 and were produced before the JMFC court of Rajnagar which remanded into custody 

after rejecting their bail applications. The State Fishery (Marine )Department has imposed 

prohibition on catching fish at Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary from November 1, 2020 to May 

31, 2021. The prohibition was effected in accordance with provisions of Orissa Marine Fishing 

Regulation Act (OMFRA), 1982 and Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 and the Orissa Marine 

Fishing Regulation Act, 1982 and Orissa Marine Fishing Rules, 1983 to protect the endangered 

Olive Ridley Sea turtles at Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary, the DFO said. 

 

 

 

Odisha: Eastern Indian coast erodes faster with rise in human activity 

https://india.mongabay.com/2020/12/eastern-indian-coast-erodes-faster-with-rise-in-

human-activity/ 

 "Podampetta is a coastal village in the Ganjam district of Odisha. Few years ago had 

several households which were primarily involved in fishing trade. Now, in 2020, it has only 

five households. The rest of the village has been resettled by the state government to a new area 

called New Podampetta, around 300 metres away from the village on the eastern coast of India. 

The resettlement of the entire village was triggered by the massive coastal erosion the village 

witnessed in the last few years. The village lies along the Bay of Bengal, now at a distance of 

only 50 metres from the sea. Several houses there have been damaged by natural disasters and 

are now lying in dilapidated conditions. ―Several houses in my village were damaged due to 

coastal erosion. The sea which was around 500 metres away from our village is now only 
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around 50 metres away now. Due to high tides and strong waves, the village has seen severe 

damages while much of the beach has been engulfed by the ocean in the last few years, said 

Gyan Bohrai, a resident of the village. Around 15 kilometers away from Podampetta, there is 

another village named Arayapalli where one can spot the massive damages erosion has caused 

over the last few years. Arayapalli is within a kilometre north of a minor port where a 

breakwater has also been constructed in the sea, to prevent erosion. A Telugu-speaking fishing 

community had been living in this area and relying mostly on fishing activities.  

―After the port came into existence, the levels of coastal erosion have increased. They also 

constructed a long breakwater into the sea. In the last 10 years, the sea erosion in this area had 

been severe. The government tried to put some rocks at the coast to arrest the erosion but in 

vain, said Madhu Trinath, a fisherman from Arayapalli. Besides these two villages of Ganjam 

district that have been impacted by erosion, several villages in other five coastal districts of 

Odisha have seen massive destruction with some even fully engulfed into the Bay of Bengal. 

Recently, thousands of people from vulnerable areas in the state have been resettled to other 

safer villages.  Erosion-triggered displacement  Ranjan Panda, a climate change expert from the 

state and convenor of Water Initiatives terms the resettled population as ―climate refugees 

where the original inhabitants of a region are made refugees because of climate-induced causes. 

He cited the example of Satabhaya village in Kendrapara district where six villages were 

completely submerged into the sea and the villagers were later shifted to other areas. He 

attributed climate change as well as human interference in coastal areas as prime reasons for 

aggravating coastal erosion. Panda also pointed out that mangrove plantations, which act as a 

natural deterrent to sea erosion, were shrinking. ―Coastal erosion cannot be tackled unless you 

take care of rivers and mangrove plantations. Low sedimentation from rivers to sea due to 

dams, shrimp cultivation in mangrove plantation areas, climate change and other human 

activities have triggered loss of mangroves, he said, adding that the mangrove belt, now under 

threat, is a natural deterrent to sea erosion. Odisha is home to one major port at Paradip and 

several minor ports also exist along the coast. Notwithstanding the threat from erosion, the 

government is also attempting to boost tourism to the state's beaches.   

Neighbouring Andhra Pradesh faces coastal erosion too  Similar to Odisha's situation, in the 

neighbouring state of Andhra Pradesh, the Uppada panchayat has seen the worst damages due 

to coastal erosion. Residents of several of its villages have been displaced due to the ingress of 

sea into the land owing to coastal erosion, leaving behind broken houses and damaged 

properties. ―Five villages in the Uppada panchayat have been completely resettled – around 

3,000 people have been shifted from their original place of habitation. In the last few years the 

sea has moved almost 2.5 kms into the land. We have personally seen several houses getting 

uprooted and local properties being damaged due to the erosion, said Chokka Prasad, a resident 

of Uppada. According to the villagers of Uppada, the government attempted to arrest the effect 

of sea erosion by the construction of synthetic geo tubes on the beach where large bags of sand 
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are covered with heavy rocks and tied together and placed at the beach to prevent further loss 

by erosion. According to Prasad though, while this helped in the initial days, the barrier itself 

has been damaged as it has also eroded and been engulfed by the sea.  

The East Godavari and West Godavari districts of Andhra Pradesh have also witnessed erosion 

and experts attribute it to increased human activities and construction along the coast.  Rama 

Subramanyam, Principal Coordinator, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, 

Machillipatnam said the deep water ports and other human-made obstructions aggravate 

erosion. He also talked about the demand for other preventive measures beyond geo tubes. 

Experiments of geo-tubes are also done in Odisha, Tamil Nadu and other areas. ―Geo tubes are 

expensive but the rate of erosion has come down but not stopped. But now it seems to be laid 

again due to damages. It demands quite an expense. The structures are slowly going to be under 

the sea. So people are now demanding other options like beach nourishment and others where 

sedimentation from outside could be used to boost the beach, he said. Others have also raised 

apprehensions about the utility of sea walls and geo tubes. ―I don't think this to be a good idea 

to counter erosion.  

These structures are likely to be taken back by the sea soon. Instead of construction on beaches, 

you need to explore the opportunities of off shore barriers where the waves are made. These 

have been utilised in places like Kaikee beach in Japan and in some places in Sri Lanka too and 

proved as a better option. These not only prevent erosion but boosts deposition, said K 

Nageswar Rao, Professor (Emeritus) at the Department of Geo-Engineering in Andhra 

University. Rao also said that the increase in construction of dams has added to the problem. 

―Rivers bring sedimentation with them towards sea to nurture the beaches. Dams affect the free 

flow of sediments towards the sea and affect the natural process of sea nourishment. Moreover, 

the mangrove plants which act as a buffer zone for beaches also need a combination of sea 

water and fresh water to grow but lack of incoming of fresh water and sediments can affect 

growth of the buffer zone along beaches, said Rao.  Eastern coast more prone to erosion  The 

southernmost part of the eastern coast, Tamil Nadu, has also witnessed erosion by the sea.  The 

state has two major ports, at Chennai and Thoothukudi, and 13 coastal districts. According to 

the 2018 report of the National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR), Chennai, 41 percent of 

the coast in Tamil Nadu has eroded between 1990 and 2016. Several coastal areas of the state 

like Thiruvottiyur, Oyalilkuppam, Periyakuppam and others faced coastal erosion. In the 

neighbouring Union Territory of Puducherry, 57 percent of the coastline has been eroded 

between 1990 and 2016, as per the same study.  

Experts in Tamil Nadu claim that in terms of geomorphology, the eastern coasts are different 

from western coasts and more prone to erosion and need better conservation and more 

attention. ―We have more erosion of the coasts in eastern India than in western India.  In 

western India the coasts are mixed with rocky areas that protect them from erosion. In eastern 

India we have more plain and long beaches. S. Srinivalu, former director of Institute of Ocean 
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Management (ION), Anna University said. Mary Divya Suganya from the National Centre for 

Sustainable Coastal Management (NCSCM), Chennai also said that human constructions along 

the beaches often are linked to aggravating the risk of coastal erosion.  According to a 2018 

national study of the Indian shoreline, human activities particularly urbanisation and economic 

activities in coastal areas turned coastal erosion into a problem of growing intensity. It claimed 

that man made (anthropological) effects like construction of coastal structures, mining of beach 

sand, offshore dredging and dams on rivers are prime reasons for triggering erosion. 

 Meanwhile, several severe and minor cyclonic storms entering into eastern Indian coasts, 

experts have said, added to sea erosion as they damaged the mangrove and other green belt with 

large sedimentations as well as caused other damage to beaches.  New constructions in coastal 

areas governed by CRZ 2019 notification  According to a written reply given by the Dr Harsh 

Vardhan, Minister for Ministry of Science and Technology in Lok Sabha, the government has 

identified 98 coastal erosion hotspots in 11 coastal states/UTs. ―The Ministry of Environment 

Forest & Climate Change has issued the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) 2019 notification with 

a view to conserve and protect the unique environment of the coastal stretches and marine 

areas, besides livelihood security to the fisher communities and other local communities in the 

coastal areas. The new constructions in coastal areas are being governed by this notification, 

the minister had said in the Parliament in his response to query on sea erosion threats. 

According to the National Centre for Coastal Research (NCCR) which analysed the data of  

6632 km of the mainland coastline for 26 years (1990-2016), about 2247 km (34%) of 

mainland coast is under varying degree of erosion ranging from low, moderate and high. 

Another response from Babul Supriyo, Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change made in Lok Sabha on December 2019 claimed that initiatives like mangrove 

plantation of about 16000 ha, shelter belt plantation of 1900 ha and installation of Geo-Tubes in 

500 m have been taken up with a cost of Rs 86 crores. However the government is at the same 

time planning to boost the major and minor ports along Indian coasts for the ambitious 

Sagarmala project and also planning to construct coastal highways. 

Odisha: CM launches 15 online services of Fisheries, Livestock Dept 

http://www.businessworld.in/article/Odisha-CM-launches-15-online-services-of-Fisheries-

Livestock-Dept-/04-12-2020-349705/ 

 "Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Thursday launched 15 online services of the 

Department of Fisheries and Livestock Development through video conferencing. In addition, 

in the presence of the Chief Minister, MoUs were signed with various entrepreneurs for Cage 

Culture in the Hirakud Reservoir. ""I am delighted to launch 15 online services of the Fisheries 

and Animal Resources Development Department under our 5T initiatives. Besides, we have 

also come into agreements with many entrepreneurs for taking up cage culture in Hirakud 

reservoir. It's a double delight for the fisheries sector today (Thursday),"" said Patnaik. The 

http://www.businessworld.in/article/Odisha-CM-launches-15-online-services-of-Fisheries-Livestock-Dept-/04-12-2020-349705/
http://www.businessworld.in/article/Odisha-CM-launches-15-online-services-of-Fisheries-Livestock-Dept-/04-12-2020-349705/
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online applications will provide a number of very useful services to fishers and farmers 

including registration of fishing boats and licenses, registration of brackish water farms, and 

avail subsidy for setting up of new livestock and fishery units, he added.  The Chief Minister 

further said, the State Government, under its 5T commitment, has brought out a new policy 

during March 2020, to promote cage culture fishery in large and medium reservoirs. ""Cage 

culture can increase the annual fish production of the State by over 1.24 lakh tons, achieving 

self-sufficiency in meeting the demand. It will also promote entrepreneurship and create job 

opportunities.  

The royalty generated from the lease of the reservoirs will immensely benefit the Primary 

Fishery Cooperative Societies also,"" said Patnaik. ""The State Government provides financial 

assistance up to Rs 50 lakh for various commercial agri-enterprises, including cage culture 

fisheries. I call upon the farmers and youth of the State to come forward and contribute to the 

state's economic growth as an agri-entrepreneurs. My Government has identified the allied 

sectors as the growth propellers for state's farmers, women SHGs and entrepreneurs and thus 

doubled the allocation to the allied sectors during 2020-21,"" he added.  Odisha Chief Minister 

said, it is a matter of happiness that the growth in the fisheries and livestock sectors during 

2019-20 was over 19 percent, which is much higher than other primary sectors. ""My 

Government has also launched a special COVID package to the tune of Rs 173 Crore to boost 

the allied sectors which will directly benefit over 44 thousand farmers. My Government is 

committed to providing doorstep services to farmers so that they can access the benefit of our 

schemes, timely and efficiently. I wish the new initiatives all success,"" he added. 

Odisha: To compensate fishermen 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-to-compensate-

fishermen/article33203153.ece 

 "The Odisha government has decided to compensate fishermen for the loss or damage of 

nets if gharials get entangled during fishing in the Mahanadi river. The decision was taken 

recently after instances of fishermen killing gharials coming to the fore. For close to five 

decades, the State government has been involved in conservation of three crocodile species by 

establishing rearing centres  Tikarpada for gharial in Angul, Ramatirtha for muggers in 

Mayurbhanj and Bhitarkanika for saltwater crocodile in Kendrapara district. Besides, there is a 

captive breeding centre at Nandankanan for all the three crocodiles. Though conservation 

measures in the past had helped in recovery of self-sustaining population of mugger and 

saltwater crocodiles, the revival of gharials was not successful. More than 700 Gharials have 

been released into the Satkosia Gorge since 1977. No remarkable sighting of the reptile is 

noticed.  Last year, Gharials fitted with transmitters were released into Mahanadi River. Later 

carcasses two Gharials were found floating.  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/odisha-to-compensate-fishermen/article33203153.ece
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It was ascertained that the Gharials had external injuries. ―For long, we have been releasing 

Gharials into Mahanadi River after breeding them. But, we have noticed very fewer numbers of 

Gharials are surviving. Gharials are getting caught in fishing nets of fishermen. Fishermen are 

killing them, said Hari Shankar Upadhyay, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife). 

―We have decided to create awareness among fishermen that they should immediately release 

Gharials back to Mahanadi River even though their nets are damaged. The nets would be 

compensated by the government, said Mr. Upadhyay.  The compensation would be provided to 

fishermen in districts such as Angul and Cuttack situated along Mahanadi, he informed. 

According to wildlife wing of State forest department, gharials, the large reptiles which were 

abundant in the main rivers and tributaries of the Indus, Ganges, Brahmaputra and 

MahanadiBrahmani river system, are now limited to only 14 widely spaced and restricted 

localities of India and Nepal. Satkosia Gorge of Mahanadi is the southernmost limit of the 

home range and last home of gharials. Odisha is the only state in India having all three species 

of crocodiles (Gharial, mugger and saltwater crocodile) found in nature. The department also 

announced to raise awareness among fisherfolks for Gharial conservation. 

  

Odisha: Mission Shakti SHGs of Odisha securing nutrition and income security with 

pisciculture 

https://orissadiary.com/mission-shakti-shgs-of-odisha-securing-nutrition-and-

incomesecurity-with-pisciculture/ 

 "Lakhpadar is a remote village in Kalahandi district situated around 20 kilometres away 

from Narla block headquarter. In 2009, ten women belonging to economically weaker sections 

of this village formed Kedargouri Self Help Group (SHG) to take up income generating 

activities collectively. On being informed by Mission Shakti functionaries about the State 

Government scheme of long-term lease of Gram Panchayat (GP) tanks to women SHGs for 

pisciculture, this group participated in the GP tank auction process in 2019. Successfully 

qualifying in all SHG selection criteria, this SHG was awarded a three-year long lease of a GP 

tank of 14-acre water area. Periodically, the group received training on all aspects of 

commercial fish farming by the district Fisheries officials. With hand holding of Mission Shakti 

and Fisheries officials, they received a bank credit of Rs. 3 lakh and stocked 3 quintal of 

fingerlings.  The SHG also received Rs 3.6 lakh in total as input subsidy from the Directorate 

of Fisheries under this Livelihood Convergence Initiative of Mission Shakti. 

These enterprising SHG members have harvested 10 quintals of fish worth Rs. 1.5 lakh over 

three phases of partial harvesting during the Covid – 19 lockdown period and sold it in local 

markets. With an accrued net profit of Rs. 2.1 lakh till date, these women hope to generate 

significant income during the final harvest. ‗We feel exalted when we make substantial 

contribution towards expenses in our households. For us, fish farming is just not a livelihood. It 

https://orissadiary.com/mission-shakti-shgs-of-odisha-securing-nutrition-and-incomesecurity-with-pisciculture/
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has conferred us with social identity, recognition and self confidence. Thanks to Mission Shakti 

for giving unique identity to women of Odisha.' says KamaliBhoi, President of Kedargouri 

SHG, Narla Block.  Fish Farming by mission Shakti women SHGs: Promoting Livelihoods & 

Challenging Gender Stereotypes and Empowering our women is one of the key pillars of the 

story of transformation of Odisha. Recognising the role that women play in the development 

and transformation of families, communities and States, the Government of Odisha has 

accorded tremendous importance to women centric policies and programmes.  

Mission Shakti mentors women SHGs enabling their involvement into various sectors towards 

economic sustainability by providing various skills and linking with financial provisions and 

marketing opportunities. At present, there are 6 lakh SHGs in Odisha comprising 70 lakh 

women members, engaged in various economic activities. Mission Shakti provides sustainable 

livelihood solutions through need-based support services, skill upgradation, training, capacity 

building, institutional financial and market linkage boosting confidence of SHGs.  The Cabinet 

in its 1st meeting on 29.05.2019 approved provisioning of services and procurement of goods 

relating to different Government Departments through Mission Shakti women SHGs. Such 

convergence aims at deepening the engagement of lakhs of women with Government 

programmes at the grass root level, ensuring last mile delivery of services while providing 

additional and sustainable livelihood opportunities to mission Shakti women SHGs. This 

provides direct business, worth Rs. 1000 crore to mission Shakti SHGs every year. Fish 

farming by mission Shakti women SHGs in GP tanks is one of the several livelihood activities 

promoted by Mission Shakti in convergence with Directorate of Fisheries. Teaching Women to 

Fish: Sustainability in Livelihood Promotion Pisciculture is a vibrant allied activity of 

agriculture, ensuring nutrition security of communities by supplementing quality protein, 

vitamins and minerals at affordable cost.  

It is widely practised as an income generating activity in rural areas, mostly by men, for 

poverty alleviation and employment generation.  As fisheries sector has been recognised as a 

major sector contributing to the rural economy in Odisha, the demand was encased by engaging 

mission Shakti women SHGs into this activity in convergence with Directorate of Fisheries. 

Challenging conventional gender roles, it envisages that gender mainstreaming in fish farming 

shall set an example in the state. In Odisha, approximate 64,000 Gram Panchayat tanks 

spreading over 51,000 hectare of water area, are being governed by concerned Gram 

Panchayats. Usually these GP tanks are auctioned on annual basis to different individuals for 

fish farming which contributes to the revenues of concerned Gram Panchayats. Government of 

Odisha intensified its efforts allotting these GP tanks to mission Shakti women SHGs for fish 

farming. In this connection in the year 2018, Government of Odisha launched a flagship 

scheme ―Fish Farming in Gram Panchayat Tanks by Women SHGs which was rolled out in 

convergence with Directorate of Fisheries under Department of Fisheries & ARD. This scheme 
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has brought a major policy change in the allotment / leasing of GP tanks to mission Shakti 

women SHGs, preferably entrusting the long term leasing for 3 to 5 years on priority basis.  

Under this convergence programme, the selected Mission Shakti SHGs are tagged to specific 

Gram Panchayat tanks with a long-term lease of minimum 3 years. Once the lease is finalized, 

the SHG deposits the lease value @ Rs.2,000/- per acre per year. On-farm technical support to 

the WSHGs is provided at farm-gate at least once a month by block and district level Fisheries 

officials.  Moreover, the scheme also provides financial support @ Rs. 90,000 per hectare to 

women SHGs, which makes 60% of the operational expenses towards fish production. The unit 

cost of fish farming is Rs. 1.5 lakh / ha / crop. On tagging of SHGs to GP tanks, various 

training and capacity building activities on fish farming have been conducted focusing on 

improving the knowledge and skills of WSHGs and their farming practices. District level 

training of trainers have been conducted in all 30 districts of Odisha training 1296 mission 

Shakti SHG members as Master Trainers followed by training of mission Shakti SHGs at block 

level by these Master Trainers.  

IEC materials such as Training Manual on fish farming in GP tanks by WSHGs, leaflet on 

better management practices (BMP) for fish farming in GP tanks etc. have also been provided 

to mission Shakti SHG members for reference. Mission Shakti women SHGs have been trained 

on the practices for pond preparation, fish seed selection, transportation and stocking, feed 

management, water quality management, fish health management and harvesting, post 

harvesting handling and marketing etc.  4401 GP tanks (1972 tanks during FY 2018-19 & 2429 

GP tanks during FY 2019-20) covering an area of 3579.42 ha have been leased out to mission 

Shakti WSHGs for fish farmimg. Having doorstep marketability, this livelihood activity has 

proved to be very successful in enhancing the income of the mission Shakti WSHG members & 

supplementing nutrition intake of women and children. Harvest of fish worth Rs. 83 cr has 

already been made in 4038 GP tanks so far. During 2019-20, 2400 SHGs adopted improved 

fish rearing practices in 2344 GP tanks. For the current year 1580 hectare of GP tanks have 

been earmarked for leasing out to WSHGs. During the lockdown, 4355 mission Shakti WSHGs 

engaged in pisciculture have harvested more than 21000 quintals of fish from GP tanks with a 

market value of Rs. 30.2 crore yielding a profit of Rs. 15.1 crore for the WSHGs. 

Odisha: ‘Best Marine State’ tag to Odisha 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/---best-marine-state----tag-to-

odisha.html 

 "The Union Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry & Dairying has adjudged Odisha as 

the ‗Best Marine State'. An award comprising Rs 10 lakh would be presented to the State 

Government during celebration of the World Fisheries Day on November 21. This apart, 

Kalahandi district has won the ‗Best Inland District' award which comprises Rs 3 lakh. 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/---best-marine-state----tag-to-odisha.html
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Odisha: Tuna longliners to boost deep sea fishing in State 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/nov/13/tuna-longliners-to-boost-

deep-sea-fishing-in-state-2223063.html 

 "In a bid to boost deep sea fishing, specialised vessels called ‗Tuna longliners' will soon 

be introduced in the State. In the first phase, four such vessels will be given to fishermen to 

enable them to venture into deep sea. The government will provide loans to them and their 

societies to purchase the vessels, said deputy director of fisheries (marine) Basant Dash.   The 

government has already allocated Rs 6 crore to the Fisheries department to purchase five ‗Tuna 

longliners' under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Surakhya Yojana and tender has been floated for the 

purpose, he said. The cost of each such vessel is Rs 1.2 crore. However, it will be sold to the 

fishermen at a 40 per cent subsidy. The vessels are designed to enable fishermen to venture 

beyond 200 nautical miles in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) to catch tuna fish. At 

present, fishermen in the state catch fish within 12 nautical miles known as territorial sea water. 

The reach of trawlers is within 25 nautical miles.   Such fishing technique, which causes no 

ecological damage, is used across the globe including Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Karnataka in 

India. As per report of Fishery Survey of India, around 2.92 lakh tonne tuna fish are present in 

EEZ of Odisha and the vessels will help fishermen get a good catch of the species. The vessels 

are equipped to remain in sea for more than one month. 

Odisha: Government adds fish nutrition to anganwadi diet chart 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/nov/11/odisha-government-adds-

fish-nutritionto-anganwadi-diet-chart-2222217.html 

 "Odisha government on Tuesday introduced fish and fish-based products in 

Supplementary Nutrition Programme (SNP) on a pilot basis in order to reduce malnutrition 

among the vulnerable people in the hard to reach areas of the State. Initially, the fish based 

products will be added in the SNP diet chart for children, aged between three and six years, 

pregnant and nursing women and adolescent girls in 50 Anganwadi Centres (AWCs) of 

Mayurbhanj district. The Department of Women and Child Development and Mission Shakti 

(WCD&MS) inked a pact with WorldFish for a five-year technical collaboration to pilot and 

scale it up as part of the SNP. The US Agency for International Development (USAID) is 

supporting the pilot project.  Principal Secretary of Department of WCD&MS Anu Garg said 

fish is culturally accepted as staple food in the local diet. ""To make the pilot project a success, 

we will train ICDS staff in all 30 districts on the benefits of fish-based nutrition,"" she said. As 

per the initiative, dried fish products will be provided in the Take Home Ration (THR) to 

adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating women for six months. It will be scaled up on the basis 

of the outcome. ""WorldFish will provide technical support for the initiative and improve the 

livelihoods of women and local communities through fish and aquatic foods,"" said WorldFish 

Director General Gareth Johnstone.    

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/nov/13/tuna-longliners-to-boost-deep-sea-fishing-in-state-2223063.html
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Women SHGs involved in nutrition-sensitive fish production systems in gram panchayat tanks 

and fish processing will also be trained and provided market linkage. Mission Shakti Director 

Sujata Kartikeyan said the initiative will be a win-win situation both for the communities and 

women SHG members. Development Commissioner Suresh Chandra Mohapatra released an 

SOP on the inclusion of dried small fish in the SNP.  Fighting malnourishment   Fish based 

products will be added in Supplementary Nutrition Programme for children, pregnant and 

nursing women and adolescent girls in 50 anganwadi centres of Mayurbhanj district. Dried fish 

products will be provided in the Take Home Ration (THR) to adolescent girls, pregnant and 

lactating women for 6 month 

Odisha: 3 years on, fishing jetty construction in doldrums 

https://www.orissapost.com/3-years-on-fishing-jetty-construction-in-doldrums/ 

 "Even as three years have passed since the announcement for construction of a fishing 

jetty in between Bada Aryapalli and Sana Aryapalli villages under this block in Ganjam 

district, the project is yet to take off, a report said. As no steps are being taken for construction 

of the jetty, fishermen are facing difficulties in moving their boats into the sea as the fishing 

jetty build 30 years back has buried. As a result, fishermen in this district are migrating to other 

states for livelihood.  The jetty was proposed to be built on 23 acres at an expenditure of Rs 100 

crore. The jetty is proposed to have anchoring facilities for 1000 fishing boats. Over 50,000 

fishermen hailing from 10 villages are dependent on the old fishing jetty. The fishermen in the 

seaside villages of this district migrate to states like Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Goa 

and Maharashtra.  Moreover, many fishermen are forced to leave their traditional occupation 

and work as labourers at construction sites. The old fishing jetty which functions from 

Gopalpur port premises was constructed 30 years back when late Biju Patnaik was the Chief 

Minister. The jetty started getting buried from 2007 and with the passage of time it has almost 

lost its existence.  

Moreover, its presence has become a matter of concern for the security of Gopalpur port.  The 

construction of the new fishing jetty first came up for discussion in the office of the then 

minister for fisheries and animal husbandry April 21, 2016. Later, the state government decided 

in favour of a new fishing jetty following which a high-level technical team from the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras visited the place and conducted a feasibility study.  Later, 

a team from the Central Institute of Coastal Engineering for Fishery visited the spot and 

submitted a report to the state government recommending construction of a jetty. The 

submission of the reports brightened hopes that the new fishing jetty will soon be constructed. 

However, the project is yet to see the light of day. Local fishermen have demanded the state 

government to intervene and start the jetty construction. 

Odisha: Plans to subsidies net pen aquaculture  

https://www.orissapost.com/3-years-on-fishing-jetty-construction-in-doldrums/
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https://thefishsite.com/articles/odisha-plans-to-subsidise-net-pen-aquaculture 

 "Prospective fish farmers are being offered grants that cover up to 50 percent of their 

capital costs to establish net pen aquaculture facilities in reservoirs in the Indian state of 

Odisha. The state's Secretary of Fisheries and Animal Resources Development, R Raghu 

Prasad, has announced the subsidy scheme while addressing a recent seminar on cage culture, 

according to a report in The Pioneer.  Dr Raghu Prasad told the participants that the State 

Government had decided in principle to grant at least 40 per cent of the capital cost in the form 

of a subsidy for general entrepreneurs, while this figure would be 50 percent for women 

farmers and members of scheduled castes and scheduled tribes – parts of the Indian population 

that have historically been the most disadvantaged. The State Government initially aims to 

establish net pen aquaculture (often referred to as cage farming) in eight reservoirs in Odisha. 

The first such water body is Hirakud Reservoir, where the government plans to offer leases to 

50 new farmers, then bids will be invited for leases in Machkund Reservoir, according to Dr 

Raghu Prasad. 

Odisha: Coastal erosion blow to Olive Ridleys  

https://www.orissapost.com/coastal-erosion-blow-to-olive-ridleys/ 

 "Massive erosion of the Rushikulya mouth in this district due to surging tidal waves may 

endanger mass nesting of Olive Ridley turtles mating of whom will start towards the end of this 

month, a report said Wednesday. Environmentalists said the marine creatures will start mating 

towards the end of this month and will enter into mass nesting on the Rushikulya coast after the 

weather improves in December following southward blowing of wind. However, it is 

apprehended that the mating and mass nesting of the sea creatures might be hampered from 

Gokharkuda to Prayagi in Ganjam block to Aryapalli to the south. The erosion of the sea beach 

is taking place due to regular crossing of the tidal waves. As a result, massive erosion is taking 

place on the Rushikulya coast which has cast doubts on the mating and mass nesting of the 

endangered species. Things have come to such a pass that surging tidal waves have swallowed 

a large portion of the beach from Rushikulya to Bateswar Shiva shrine.  

The erosion of the sea beach had led to a decline in the number of turtles visiting the 

Rushikulya coast for mating and mass nesting. Environmentalists said the erosion is taking 

place at such a pace that turtles are finding it difficult to climb up the beach for mating and 

mass nesting. The beach erosion is not only affecting the turtles but also the fishermen of 

Podampeta and its adjoining areas who are now finding it difficult to park their fishing boats 

and fishing nets. The sea beach erosion is taking place since 2007, senior environmentalist 

Rabindra Kumar Sahu said.  The erosion of the sea beach had forced the district administration 

to evacuate 142 fishermen families and relocate them to safer places. The forest officials are 

now on their toes for the mating and mass nesting of the sea turtles. Recently, divisional forest 

officer (DFO) Amlan Nayak visited the Rushikulya coast and took stock of the movement of 
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turtles in the sea. Meanwhile, forest officials undertook beach cleaning and cleared all the 

garbage lying on the coast. When contacted, Nayak said various steps are being taken to ensure 

safe mating and mass nesting of the sea turtles. The places where the turtles are likely to lay 

eggs have been barricaded and coast guard personnel deployed in the sea to thwart any threat to 

the marine creatures. 

Odisha: Evicted fish vendors cry for rehabilitation in Odisha’s Cuttack 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/oct/31/evicted-fish-vendors-cry-

for-rehabilitation-in-odishas-cuttack-2217324.html 

 "Widespread discontentment is brewing among the evicted shopkeepers of Jobra fish 

market as the district administration is yet to rehabilitate them. Although six months have 

passed since the demolition drive was conducted for expansion of Taladanda canal road, the 

evicted vendors are yet to be provided the promised facilities. The administration had 

demolished Jobra fish market on April 2 to revamp Taladanda canal road and facilitate 

communication to the proposed expanded campus of SCB Medical College and Hospital.  As 

many as 29 vendors, who were evicted from the market located on the left side of Taladanda 

canal road, were temporarily rehabilitated on a piece of low-lying government land near 

Malgodown police station. The administration, which had provided Rs 1 lakh compensation to 

the evicted traders, had assured them to develop the land into an exclusive non-veg market with 

all facilities, but to no avail.   

While the evicted fish and chicken vendors are carrying out their business in a pitiable 

condition under polythene sheets, the low-lying ground is getting waterlogged with knee-deep 

rainwater making their plight further miserable. Though the Cuttack Municipal Corporation 

(CMC) had set up six cement-made bins for dumping of waste materials, the vendors are being 

compelled to throw the garbage at roadside as the bins are not cleaned by the civic body. This 

apart, there is no suitable road and drainage facility in the market. Maa Basulei Byabasai 

Sangha president Pradip Kumar Behera said, ―We will submit a memorandum in this regard to 

the Collector and CMC Commissioner soon. We will resort to agitation if the administration 

fails to solve our problems.The Collector and CMC Commissioner were unavailable for 

comments. 

Odisha: Evicted fish vendors cry for rehabilitation in Odisha’s Cuttack 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/oct/31/evicted-fish-vendors-cry-

for-rehabilitation-in-odishas-cuttack-2217324.html 

 "Widespread discontentment is brewing among the evicted shopkeepers of Jobra fish 

market as the district administration is yet to rehabilitate them. Although six months have 

passed since the demolition drive was conducted for expansion of Taladanda canal road, the 
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evicted vendors are yet to be provided the promised facilities. The administration had 

demolished Jobra fish market on April 2 to revamp Taladanda canal road and facilitate 

communication to the proposed expanded campus of SCB Medical College and Hospital.  As 

many as 29 vendors, who were evicted from the market located on the left side of Taladanda 

canal road, were temporarily rehabilitated on a piece of low-lying government land near 

Malgodown police station. The administration, which had provided Rs 1 lakh compensation to 

the evicted traders, had assured them to develop the land into an exclusive non-veg market with 

all facilities, but to no avail.   

While the evicted fish and chicken vendors are carrying out their business in a pitiable 

condition under polythene sheets, the low-lying ground is getting waterlogged with knee-deep 

rainwater making their plight further miserable. Though the Cuttack Municipal Corporation 

(CMC) had set up six cement-made bins for dumping of waste materials, the vendors are being 

compelled to throw the garbage at roadside as the bins are not cleaned by the civic body. This 

apart, there is no suitable road and drainage facility in the market. Maa Basulei Byabasai 

Sangha president Pradip Kumar Behera said, ―We will submit a memorandum in this regard to 

the Collector and CMC Commissioner soon. We will resort to agitation if the administration 

fails to solve our problems.The Collector and CMC Commissioner were unavailable for 

comments. 

Odisha: Seven-month fishing ban at Gahirmatha from November 01 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/nov/01/seven-month-fishing-ban-

at-gahirmatha-from-today-2217799.html 

 "The seven-month fishing ban at Gahirmatha marine sanctuary to protect the endangered 

Olive Ridley sea turtles will come into effect from Sunday. Range officer Debashis Bhoi said 

the turtles will arrive in November for mating in the sea water and lay eggs in March. Forest 

guards have been deployed to arrest fishermen entering the marine sanctuary limits. ―We have 

set up 15 turtle protection camps including three offshore ones at Agaranashi, Barunei and 

Babubali islands. The personnel of marine police stations at Kharinashi and Paradip along with 

the Indian Coast Guard will help forest officials in preventing illegal  fishing this year, said 

Bhoi.   Gahirmatha marine sanctuary is the prime feeding area for the sea turtles that nest all 

the way up to Nasi 1 and Nasi-2 islands. Trawlers and boatmen have been directed not to fish 

within 20 km from coastline in the marine sanctuary area covering 1,435 sq km from Hukitola   

to Dhamra. In 1997, the government had declared Gahirmatha a marine sanctuary to protect the 

sea turtles which arrive at its coast for laying eggs.   Last season, around 773  fishermen were 

arrested and  80 boats and trawlers seized in Gahiramatha for illegal fishing under Odisha 

Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1982. Due to fishing ban, over four lakh turtles laid eggs from 

March 14 to 21  at Nasi-1 and Nasi-2 islands. The Forest department has also sought the 
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assistance of volunteers and turtle researchers of Gahirmatha Marine Turtle and Mangrove 

Conservation Society (GMTMCS) to protect the turtles on the beach and in the sea. 

Odisha: Government imposes fishing ban to save Olive Ridley  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/oct/30/government-imposes-

fishingban-to-save-oliveridley-2216823.html 

 "As the breeding season of olive Ridley sea turtle is fast approaching, the State 

government on thursday imposed a sevenmonth ban on fishing within 20 km stretch from the 

mouths of Dhamara, Devi and Rushikulya rivers to protect the nests of the endangered species. 

the ban on fishing activities under the provisions of odisha Marine Fishing Regulation act, 1982 

and Wildlife Protection act, 1972 will be in force from November 1 to May 31, 2021.   Use of 

motor boats, trawlers and mechanised fishing boats has been prohibited along the stretch. 

However, there will be no restriction on traditional fishing. around 10,666 fishermen families, 

who will be affected by the fishing ban, will be given a monthly financial assistance of `7,500 

each. this was decided at high level empowered committee meeting chaired by additional Chief 

Secretary Mona Sharma here.  The olive Ridley sea turtles come to Gahirmatha beach in 

Kendrapara, Devi river mouth in Puri and Rushikulya river mouth in Ganjam district every year 

during winter for mass nesting. The government will set up 66 patrolling camps, including five 

off-shore camps, to keep a close watch on fishermen violating the ban on fishing. 

Odisha: Trawler Hits ‘Black Rose’ Wreckage, Four Missing 

https://ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/trawler-hits-black-rose-wreckage-four-missing 

 "Five fishermen were rescued while four others have gone missing after their trawler hit 

the wreckage of the sunken ship ‗Black Rose' off Paradip coast on Monday. Reportedly, nine 

fishermen were returning to the shore after fishing in the deep sea at around 11 am today when 

their trawler Maa-Mini hit the wreckage of ‗Black Rose' which had sunk in 2009.  The trawler 

also drowned in the sea after the mishap. Five among the nine fishermen were rescued by 

fellow fishermen on nearby vessels while a search operation is still underway to locate four 

others. Members of Odisha Marine Fish Producers' Association (OMFPA) have alleged that 

such mishaps have become a regular affair as the wreckage has not been removed. The 

association has repeatedly complained to the authorities of Paradip Port Trust (PPT) but to no 

avail. It has demanded that the authorities should take immediate action in this regard. 

  

Odisha: Migrants in river-mouth battle for farmland 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/migrants-in-river-mouth-battle-for-

farmland/cid/1795699 
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 "More than a hundred migrant labourers, who had returned to Odisha during the 

lockdown, joined hands with fellow villagers from around six villages of Ganjam to dig up 200 

metres of the Rushikulya river mouth to drain out the water inundating agriculture land 

following torrential rains recently the influence of a low pressure system in the Bay of Bengal.  

Rushikulya flows through southern Odisha districts like Ganjam for the major part of its 

course. Residents of villages like Puranabandha, Paliabandha, Sanagaon, Badagaon, Potagarh 

and Nuagoan under Ganjam block were struggling to drain out the water accumulated in their 

fields following heavy rains in the past two weeks as the river mouth, nearly 2km from their 

area, had become choked with silt. ―With no outlet for release of the excess water, flooding had 

become commonplace in our area. Though we had lodged a complaint with the district 

administration to desilt the river mouth, there was no action taken. So we decided to dig up a 

new river mouth to discharge the rainwater ourselves, said Rabindra Sahu of Purunabandha.  

He said the migrant labourers who returned to the village during the lockdown extended a 

helping hand. ―This motivated us to step up our efforts, he added. The new river mouth was 

dug up last Thursday. ―But we have started digging it again as it got filled with sand once more. 

So far we have spent Rs 4 lakh on the work.  

A major part of the money has been spent on hiring a JCB machine. We generally keep some 

money for emergency because we may get into trouble in the sea at any time during fishing. 

When we go out to the sea, we ensure that our emergency funds are safe. Now the funds have 

come in handy and helped us carry out the digging work. The migrant labourers have done their 

bit for us, said Balraju of Sanagaon.   Villagers said that waterlogging followed heavy rainfall 

triggered by a low pressure system in the Bay of Bengal. A low pressure system had formed in 

the Bay on October 10 and then it was followed by another. Rainfall is still continuing. 

―Thankfully, we have succeeded in opening the river mouth and the water is now being 

discharged to the sea. Now there is no back flow of water, said Ganesh Behera, a migrant 

labourer who had returned to the state in the second week of May along with 30 others from 

Chennai by hiring a bus. Each one of them had paid Rs 5,000 for the journey.  Behera said, 

―When we noticed the plight of the villagers we thought of helping them. But we had no money 

to help them as our income had dried up. There is no work available for us. So when the elders 

of the affected villages came up with an idea of digging up a new mouth of the river, we put out 

a message on our WhatsApp group seeking support from all our friends. All of us reached the 

site and helped the villagers to dig up the new mouth. It was a huge task. He said that the old 

river mouth had not been de-silted for several years. ―Dumping of waste had also choked it, 

obstructing the release of water from the river into the sea. But now excess water is being easily 

drained out to the sea through the new mouth. We face no crisis despite continuing rains, 

Behera said.  The other advantage of digging up a new river mouth is that the fish now have a 

free channel to enter the Rushikulya from the sea. ―We expect a good catch once the rains 

subside. There is now free movement of inland and marine fish and crab, said Rabi Behera. 

Ganjam collector Vijay Amruta Kulange told The Telegraph, ― I have sought a report on the 
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development from the sub-collector. Change in the course of the river is a natural phenomenon 

when it happens due to siltation. Even a cyclone sometimes changes the course of a river 

following heavy rain. The area comes under a highly eco-sensitive zone. We will seek expert 

opinion on the new mout 

Odisha: Gahirmatha buoys up before Olive Ridley nesting season 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/oct/21/gahirmatha-buoys-up-

before-olive-ridley-nesting-season-2213125.html 

 "In view of the mass nesting of Olive Ridley turtles, the Forest department has decided to 

demarcate the Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary within Bhitarkanika National Park by installing 

buoys in the sea. A seven-month fishing ban will also be imposed in the sanctuary, the  world's 

largest rookery, from November 1 to May 31.   Speaking at a meeting on protection and 

conservation of Olive Ridley turtles here on Tuesday, DFO of the park Bikash Ranjan Dash 

said the 68 km marine sanctuary from Hukitola to Dhamra will be demarcated to prevent 

fishermen from entering it and to protect the endangered species. The demarcation work will be 

carried out soon.   Every year, Forest department and Indian Coast Guard personnel arrest 

several fishermen for entering into the marine sanctuary. ―However, once it is demarcated, we 

hope the fishermen would guard against entering the restricted areas of the sanctuary. Around 

4,07,020 turtles had laid eggs from March 14 to 21 at the Nasi-1 and Nasi-2 islands within the 

sanctuary this year, said the DFO.   The fishermen said the sanctuary was demarcated by the 

Forest department two years back and 15 buoys were installed for the purpose. But all of those 

were washed away. ―The authorities must install around 100 good quality buoys to demarcate 

the ‗no fishing zone' which is spread over 1,360 sq km area in the sea. Fishermen often face 

problems as they enter the sanctuary by mistake in the absence of demarcation, said secretary 

of Odisha Machyajibi Forum Krushna Chandra Swain. 

  

 

 

 

Odisha: Villagers dig river mouth to release floodwater in Odisha 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/oct/16/villagers-dig-river-mouth-

to-release-floodwater-inodisha-2210991.html  

"Fed up with the apathy of the administration towards their plight, residents of four coastal 

villages in Ganjam block on Thursday dug up the mouth of Rushikulya river near Potagarh to 

create an outlet for water which caused flooding in the area after rains.   The locals said the 

river mouth was not desilted despite repeated reminders to the district administration. With no 
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outlet for release of excess water, flooding had become a regular phenomenon in 

Purunabandha, Palibandha, Potagarh and Nuagaon villages in the block. The villages had been 

waterlogged for four days after heavy rains lashed the area recently. The villagers had used a 

JCB to dig up the river mouth on Wednesday. Rabindra Sahu of Purunabandha said the channel 

to the river mouth was diverted after cyclone Titli.   Due to dumping of waste at the river 

mouth, flow of water to the sea was restricted. He said if the river mouth remains free of 

blockage, it will help in movement of inland and marine fish and crabs. This will help the 

fishermen in the area. Locals said the administration must come up with a plan to ensure that 

the mouth of Rushikulya river is desilted regularly to prevent waterlogging in the area. Earlier, 

residents of Ramayapatna village in Chikiti block had cleared the mouth of Bahuda river on 

their own. 

Odisha: Illegal shrimp farms demolished in Odisha’s Kendrapara 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/sep/30/illegal-shrimp-farms-

demolished-in-odishas-kendrapara-2203860.html 

 "Illegal shrimp farms on 200 hectare land were demolished in Hariabanka village within 

Mahakalapada forest range on Tuesday. Mahakalapada tehsildar Sovagya Ranjan Panda said 

block officials with the help of forest and revenue departments demolished the shrimp farms as 

they violated the norms of Coastal Regulation Zone and rulings of Supreme Court and High 

Court.   He said mangrove saplings will planted on the land on which the illegal shrimp farms 

were functioning. District fisheries officer Mamata Mohapatra said 729 shrimp farmers in the 

district have registered their farms, spread over 1,400-acre land, as per norms. The rest of the 

farms are illegal. However, several shrimp farmers are up in arms against the decision of the 

authorities to demolish their farms. They said since paddy cultivation is not lucrative anymore 

in seaside villages, they have the right to convert their farms to prawn gheris. 

  

 

Odisha: National River Policy Sought for River Management and Rejuvenation 

https://orissadiary.com/national-river-policy-sought-for-river-management-and-

rejuvenation/ 

 "People and Organisations working for conservation and protection of Rivers across the 

Country came forward in unison to demand National River Policy on the occasion of World 

Rivers Day held on September 27.World River Day is being observed world over on the last 

Sunday of September every year since 2005 spearheaded by United Nations as day of action to 

protect and conserve our Rivers.  In a joint statement after two days virtual dialogue 

organisations like Mahanadi Banchao Jivika Banchao Aviyan, Odisha-Chattisgarh, Zilla 
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Banchao Sangharsha Mircha, Raigarh, Chattisgarh, Nadi Banchao Jivan Banchao Andolan, 

Kolkata, Gamga Bamchao Aviyan, Lok Mukti Sangathan, Odisha Ganatantrika Samukshya, 

South Asia Network of Dams, Rivers & People (SANDRP), Focus Odisha Foundation and 

several other Organisations from Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttakhand, Chattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh 

and Odisha have urged Government to bring a National Legislation for management, 

conservation, protection and rejuvenation of River Basins in the Country. The organisations 

also demanded for ensuring free flowing rivers to maintain ecological diversity.  

While speaking at the virtual event participated by River Activists from across the country 

Convenor of SANDRP and eminent Scholar Himanshu Thakkar has highlighted on how 

National Water Policy is trivialised as River Policy, where rivers are indispensable for human 

life and our biodiversity. Thakkar further added that rivers are being encroached, obstructed 

and polluted, that's why many rivers are dying naturally.  River Activist and Pune based 

prominent Researcher Shrishtee Bajapai in her presentation spoke while de-commissioning of 

Dams are happening world over, we in India are opting for more Dams thereby damaging 

ecological character of our rivers. She stressed on rights of rivers should be ensured rivers can't 

protect themselves; we need to come forward to protect our source of water. Former IIM 

Bangalore Professor and Ganga campaigner Dr Bharat Jhunjhulwal stressed the need for 

framing River management policy and solution of both Inter-State and Trans-boundary river 

issues at the earliest. River Scientist Supratim Karmakar highlighted on how frequent natural 

disasters harming the river-ecosystem in Mahanadi, Sunarnarekha, The Ganges and Sundarban 

delta, in turn it is threatening livelihoods of millions.   

Director of Focus Odisha Foundation Sudarshan Chhotoray in his keynote presentation spoke 

on how people in Mahanadi River system especially farmers, fishermen and artisan 

communities belonging to both Chattisgarh and Odisha are living with uncertainty over 

construction of barrages in upper stream of Hirakud and lifting of Mahanadi waters for 

Industrial purposes and discharge of both municipal and industrial wastes. Jagriti Rahi, Ganga, 

Arsi and Baruna River Conservation group of Varanasi, Adhok Bharat, Bihar, Priti Ranjan, 

Jharkhand, Ganesh Kuchhwaha, Chhattisgarsh, Tapas Das of West Bengal, Ananta Bhai and 

Sisir Hue, Raghubir Pradhan Convenors of Mahanadi Banchao Jivika Banchao Aviyan. 

Odisha: High tide damages fishing boats in Ganjam 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/sep/20/high-tide-damages-fishing-

boats-in-ganjam-2199450.html 

 "Several fishing boats were damaged due to high tide at New Podempeta village of 

Ganjam block on Friday night.  Though high tides occur during full moon, the unusual 

phenomenon has the villagers, who depend on fishing for livelihood, worried. The village, 

inhabited by 400 families, does not have a jetty due to which the fishing vessels are tied to 

poles. The high tide of over 10 feet overturned several of the boats and damaged the fishing 
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nets. Besides, sea water has entered almost one km into the village.  The locals said although 

the Government constructed houses for them as the area is prone to ingress of sea water, little 

was done to ensure proper infrastructure. With the Meteorological department predicting rains 

in the coming days, the villagers are spending sleepless nights. The families were shifted to the 

village five years back. 

Odisha: Seeks Rs 1100cr Centre Assistance for Floods 

https://odishanewsinsight.com/odisha/odisha-seeks-rs-1100cr-centre-assistance-for-floods/ 

 "Odisha has sought Rs 1100 crore assistance for Centre due to the floods that wreaked 

havoc in the state. A Central team was in the state to assess the damage caused due floods. 

After their review, they met with senior officials of the Odisha Government including Chief 

Secretary Asit Tripathy and Special Relief Commissioner Pradeep Jena.  As per preliminary 

reports, 1.2lakh houses have been damaged in the floods. Besides, 2.25 lakh ha of agricultural 

land has suffered more than 33 per cent damage.   Fisheries sector:   - Financial assistance of 

Rs.12,200/- per hectare will be provided to fish farmers (Freshwater/ Brackish water) for repair 

of damaged fish ponds/ dykes.  - Input subsidy @ Rs 8200/- per ha. will be given for de-silting/ 

restoration/ repair of damaged fish seed farm. 

 

 

 

 

Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Odisha, Karnataka and Kerala: Heavy to very heavy falls 

likely over Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Odisha, Coastal & South Interior Karnataka 

and Kerala during 19th-20th September, 2020 

https://orissadiary.com/heavy-to-very-heavy-falls-likely-over-andaman-nicobar-islands-

odisha-coastal-south-interior-karnataka-and-kerala-during-19th-20th-september-2020/ 

 "According to the National Weather Forecasting Centre/Regional Meteorological Centre, 

New Delhi of the India Meteorological Department (IMD):   Significant Weather Features   - 

The Monsoon Trough lies to the north of its normal position. Western end of the Monsoon 

Trough is likely to remain close to foothills of Himalayas during next 5 days and the eastern 

end is likely to shift southwards from 19th September onwards.   - An east-west shear zone runs 

roughly along Latitude 15°N between 3.6 & 5.8 km above mean sea level. It is likely to persist 

during next 2 days and weaken thereafter.   - Due to the above favourable meteorological 

conditions, Fairly widespread to widespread rainfall with isolated heavy falls very likely over 
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Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, Coastal & North 

Interior Karnataka and Kerala &Mahe during next 3days.   - Under the influence of likely 

formation of a Low Pressure Area over Northeast Bay of Bengal and consequent strengthening 

of lower level winds along the West Coast; Fairly widespread to widespread rainfall with 

Isolated heavy to very heavy falls are likely over Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Odisha, Coastal 

& South Interior Karnataka and Kerala during 19th-20th September,2020. 

-  Moderate thunderstorm with lightning very likely at isolated places over Madhya Pradesh, 

Vidarbha, Bihar, Jharkhand, Assam & Meghalaya, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, Coastal 

Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, Odisha, Telangana, Kutch region, Southeast & Northwest Uttar 

Pradesh, South Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh during next 12 hours.  Weather Warning during 

next 5 days *  16 September (Day 1):   - Heavy to very heavy rainfall with extremely heavy 

falls very likely at isolated places over Assam & Meghalaya; heavy to very heavy rainfall at 

isolated places over Sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim, Marathwada, Telangana and 

heavy rainfall at isolated places over West Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Bihar, Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Madhya Maharashtra, Konkan & Goa, Coastal Andhra 

Pradesh &Yanam, Rayalaseema, Coastal & North Interior Karnataka, Kerala &Mahe and 

Tamilnadu, Puducherry &Karaikal.   - Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning at isolated 

places over Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Bihar, West Bengal & Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Assam & Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura, Madhya Maharashtra, 

Marathwada, Kutch & South Gujarat Region, North Jharkhand, South Interior Odisha, 

Northwest & Southeast Uttar Pradesh, Southeast Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Coastal Andhra 

Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana and Rayalaseema.   - Strong Wind (speed reaching 45-55 kmph) 

very likely over Southwest Arabian Sea. Fishermen are advised not to venture into these areas.  

17 September (Day 2):   - Heavy rainfall at isolated places over West Madhya Pradesh, 

Vidarbha, Bihar, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Assam 

& Meghalaya, Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, Konkan & Goa, Coastal Andhra Pradesh 

&Yanam, Telangana, Coastal & North Interior Karnataka and Kerala &Mahe.   - Thunderstorm 

accompanied with lightning at isolated places over Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, 

Bihar, Gangetic West Bengal, Assam & Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura, 

Coastal Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana and Rayalaseema.   - Strong Wind (speed 

reaching 45-55 kmph) very likely over Southwest Arabian Sea. Fishermen are advised not to 

venture into these areas.  18 September (Day 3):   - Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at 

isolated places over Coastal Karnataka and heavy rainfall at isolated places over southeast 

Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Odisha, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Nagaland, 

Madhya Maharashtra, Marathwada, Konkan & Goa, Coastal Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, 

Telangana, Interior Karnataka and Kerala &Mahe.   

  -  Thundersquall (speed 50-60 kmph) accompanied with lightning very likely at isolated places 

over Andaman & Nicobar Islands; moderate thunderstorm accompanied with lightning likely at 
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isolated places over southeast Rajasthan and thunderstorm accompanied with lightning at 

isolated places over Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Nagaland, 

Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura, Coastal Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana andRayalaseema.   - 

Strong Wind (speed reaching 45-55 kmph) likely over Southwest Arabian Sea and along & off 

Kerala-Karnataka coasts and Lakshadweep area; Gulf of Mannar and Southwest Bay of Bengal, 

Southeast & adjoining Eastcentral Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea.Fishermen are advised not to 

venture into these areas.  19 September (Day 4):   - Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isolated 

places over Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Coastal & South Interior Karnataka and Kerala &Mahe 

and heavy rainfall at isolated places over southeast Rajasthan, Odisha, Madhya Maharashtra, 

Konkan & Goa, Coastal Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana, North Interior Karnataka and 

Tamilnadu, Puducherry &Karaikal.   - Thundersquall (speed 50-60 kmph) accompanied with 

lightning very likely at isolated places over Andaman & Nicobar Islands; moderate thunderstorm 

accompanied with lightning likely at isolated places over East Uttar Pradesh and southeast 

Rajasthan and thunderstorm accompanied with lightning at isolated places over West Madhya 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Coastal Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana, 

Rayalaseema and Tamilnadu, Puducherry &Karaikal.   - Strong Wind (speed reaching 45-55 

kmph) likely over Southwest Arabian Sea and along & off Kerala-Karnataka coasts and 

Lakshadweep area; Gulf of Mannar and Southwest Bay of Bengal, Southeast &Eastcentral Bay 

of Bengal and Andaman Sea. 

Fishermen are advised not to venture into theseareas.  20 September (Day 5):   - Heavy to very 

heavy rainfall likely at isolated places over Odisha, Coastal & South Interior Karnataka and 

Kerala &Mahe and heavy rainfall at isolated places over south Chhattisgarh, Gangetic West 

Bengal, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Madhya Maharashtra, Konkan & Goa, Coastal Andhra 

Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana and North Interior Karnataka.   - Thundersquall (speed 50-60 

kmph) accompanied with lightning very likely at isolated places over Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands; moderate thunderstorm accompanied with lightning likely at isolated places over East 

Uttar Pradesh and southeast Rajasthan and thunderstorm accompanied with lightning at isolated 

places over West Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Gangetic West Bengal, Coastal 

Andhra Pradesh &Yanam, Telangana, Rayalaseema and Tamilnadu, Puducherry &Karaikal. 

Odisha: Hilsa catch drops, price shoots up in coastal dists 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/hilsa-catch-drops--price-shoots-up-in-

coastal-dists.html 

 "A drastic drop in the catch of hilsa (ilishi) has brought into sharp focus endangered State 

ofsea fish. With the yield not encouraging this time, price has shot through roof makingfish out 

of platter of   common men. One can rarely find hilsa in   local fish markets now-a-days. Hilsa 

is selling at as high as Rs 2,400-2,500 per kg in Paradip, depending on its size, informed 

president of Orissa Fishermen Federation Narayan Haldar.  ―The drop in yield is 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/hilsa-catch-drops--price-shoots-up-in-coastal-dists.html
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unprecedented. Never before had  hilsa catch fallen to such a low level. Those who had pinned 

their hopes on bountiful catch are left thoroughly disappointed this time,"" he informed.The 

delicious hilsa fish population is decimating fast this time. A few years back at this time of 

year,  Kendrapada, Jagatasinghpur  and its nearby fish markets used to be flooded with  silvery 

hilsa. But nowfish has become a rare sight in market.  

The fishermen are going to sea to catch fish as it is right time but to their irony hardly do they 

catch much, informed Haldar.Generally during low pressure, the fishermen catch abundant 

hilsa at confluence of river mouth of Mahanadi and Bay of  Bengal. But, this year in ongoing 

monsoon season, though low pressure rain has occurred  enough on this coastal part, but hilsa 

catch has reduced a lot.Earlier, Covid -19 lockdown has affected livelihood of fishermen 

drastically.  Besides, fishing ban has hit livelihood of fishers.Earlier, they had pinned hope in 

bumper catch of hilsa to compensate for loss, but low catch in August to mid September has 

left them sulking.The sea going fishermen dispose of their yield through auction in Paradip 

fishing harbour.  While nearly 10-15 per cent catch is sold off in local markets of Paradip civil 

township, Kujang, Kendrapada and Jagatsinghpur, bulk of produce is despatched to other parts 

of State. The hilsa supply to West Bengal, mainly Kolkata, has almost come to a grinding halt 

this year, solely due to lack of hilsa catch in the sea. 

  

Odisha: Announces Rs 300 crore package for flood-hit farmers 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/odisha-announces-rs-300-crore-package-for-

flood-hit-farmers/story-tFQapracpFRSOuyKyIG2rO.html 

 "Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on Friday announced a special package of Rs 300 crore 

in livelihood support for the flood affected farmers. The flood in the Brahmani and Mahanadi 

river system in August had affected 1.4 million people in the state and left 22 people dead. To 

help the affected farmers and others, the state government announced agriculture input subsidy 

to the small and marginal farmers who have sustained crop loss of 33% and above at Rs 6,800 

per hectare of land in rain-fed/non irrigated areas, Rs13,500 per hectare of land in areas under 

assured irrigation, and Rs 18,000 per hectare for all types of perennial crops. Perennial crops 

will include mango, cashew, coconut, kewra, betel vine etc. Besides, 20,000 pulse seed minikits 

will be provided to the flood affected farmers during Rabi 2020.  Under the package, 60,000 

acres of demonstration programmes of different crops will be taken up in affected districts in 

the ensuing Rabi season. Besides, 2000 pump sets would be provided with 50% subsidy limited 

to a maximum of Rs15, 000 while 5,000 power sprayers will be given to flood affected farmers 

at a subsidy of 50% limited to maximum of Rs 3,000 for battery operated sprayers and Rs 600 

for hand operated sprayers.   

One lakh farmers will be trained on seed treatment programme with free supply of seed 

treatment chemicals/bio-pesticides to cover one lakh acres for increasing production in Rabi 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/odisha-announces-rs-300-crore-package-for-flood-hit-farmers/story-tFQapracpFRSOuyKyIG2rO.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/odisha-announces-rs-300-crore-package-for-flood-hit-farmers/story-tFQapracpFRSOuyKyIG2rO.html
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crops. Farm Mechanisation Subsidy of Rs 10 crore will be disbursed to the affected districts. 

One lakh farmers will be provided with vegetable kits involving seeds of palak, beans, cowpea, 

tomato, chilli and radish, etc. to meet their immediate needs through a kitchen garden at the 

Rs130 per kit. Another 75,000 farmers will be provided with 10 quick growing fruit species 

like Papaya, Banana and Drumstick at Rs160 per affected farmers to raise backyard gardens in 

the flood-hit districts.  Rs 500 per unit will be provided for shade net/thatched structure for 

renovation of 10,000 mushroom units affected by flood to farmers for livelihood support. Short 

term Kharif loans advanced in the food affected areas having crop loss of 33% and above 

would be converted into Medium Term (Conversion) loans.  

Assistance for replacement of animals shall be provided towards loss of animals at Rs 30,000 

per milch cow and buffalo, Rs 25,000 per draught animal (upto 3 animals), Rs 16,000 per calf 

(upto 6 animals), Rs 3,000 per goat (upto 30 animals), Rs 50 per poultry bird (maximum Rs 

5,000)  Fisheries sector  Financial assistance of Rs 12,200 per hectare will be provided to fish 

farmers (Freshwater/ Brackish water) for repair of damaged fish ponds/ dykes. Input subsidy at 

Rs 8200 per hectare will be given for de-silting/restoration/ repair of damaged fish seed farm.  

Handloom & Handicrafts Sector  Assistance of Rs 4100 per weaver/handicrafts artisan will be 

provided for replacement tools/equipment and Rs 4100 per weaver/handicrafts artisan towards 

loss of raw materials/goods in process/finished goods.  Employment Generation  Works under 

MGNREGA will be intensified once flood water subsides. The focus will be given on works 

like repair and maintenance of GP roads, Playfields, canals, earthen bunds, goat shed, cowshed, 

and fodder cultivation. 

Odisha: Hopes of pisciculture farmers washed away 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/sep/04/hopes-of-pisciculture-

farmers-washed-away-2192336.html  

"The fate of a large number of pisciculture farmers now hangs in balance in the flood-affected 

areas of Kendrapara district as fishes were swept away from their ponds. One such affected 

farmer Sangram Das of Benipur village in Derabishi block said he had reared fish in two ponds. 

He used to catch 5-10 kg fish from the ponds and earned around Rs 10,000 per month. But, 

floodwater washed away almost all fish from the ponds last week. Similar is the plight of 

Bichitra Behera of Patarapur village in Aul block, who reared fish on pond spread over 20 

decimal land. He said his pond was flooded during the breeding period and the fish swept into 

the nearby river.   Like Sangram and Bichitra, around 10,000 fishermen from the district, who 

depend on ponds for their livelihood, are staring at uncertainty. Even as the losses are estimated 

to run into lakhs, the Fisheries department is yet to initiate a survey to assess the damage. The 

worst sufferers are fishermen whose ponds are located on the banks of rivers, said president of 

Odisha Matsyajibi Forum Narayan Haldar.     

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/sep/04/hopes-of-pisciculture-farmers-washed-away-2192336.html
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The fishermen were hit hard as their ponds were flooded during breeding period. Haldar said 

ingress of polluted river water into the ponds has only made matters worse as it will affect the 

fish which were not swept away in the flood. He urged the State Government to provide 

financial assistance to the affected fishermen. Shrimp farm owners of the district too have 

suffered immensely due to the flood.  District fisheries officer Mamata Mohapatra said the 

department would carry out a survey soon to assess the extent of damage in the district. ―We 

have directed fisheries extension officers of all blocks to submit a detailed report on the losses 

incurred by the fishermen due to the flood. She said while the affected fishermen will be 

compensated, prawn fisheries owners who have not registered their farms with the department, 

will be left out of the benefits. 

  

 

 

 

Odisha: Welcome To India’s First Two ‘Tsunami Ready’ Villages 

https://science.thewire.in/uncategorised/welcome-to-indias-first-two-tsunami-ready-

villages/ 

 "Two coastal villages in Odisha have been declared the first two ‗Tsunami Ready' 

villages in the Indian Ocean Region. While parts of the country are still coping with the 

COVID-19 pandemic, the two villages celebrated the announcement that came through in the 

first week of August. The recognition was given by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 

Commission (IOC) of UNESCO for the preparedness of the local community in two villages – 

Noliasahi in Jagatsinghpur district and Venkatraipur in Ganjam district – against tsunamis.   

Noliasahi falls under the Erasama Block of Jagatsinghpur district, one of the block that was 

worst hit by the 1999 Super Cyclone. According to archival documents of the Indian 

Meteorological Department (IMD), close to 7,000 people had lost their lives in this block alone 

while Odisha state overall saw close to 10,000 deaths, in the 1999 cyclone. Two decades down 

the line, many coastal villages in the block have reconstructed their homes and livelihoods after 

the severe devastation.  Amar Mondal is a sexagenarian betel vine grower from the village.  

Displaying his small patch of betel vine farm, he said that most of the villagers here rely either 

on fishing or betel vine growing for their livelihood. ―We had faced a severe blow when the 

cyclone hit us in 1999 as several loved ones lost their lives then. But now the village has been 

trained, equipped and well informed to fight tsunamis and cyclones, he told Mongabay-India.  

Sunil Mondal is another villager from Noliasahi who is into prawn farming. He points to a two-

storied Multipurpose Cyclone Shelter at one side of the village which has been envisioned to 

give shelter to the villagers at a time of emergency like tsunami. ―The UNESCO team came to 

https://science.thewire.in/uncategorised/welcome-to-indias-first-two-tsunami-ready-villages/
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our village in December 2019. A mock drill was organised in our village and the local 

community showed preparedness to fight against tsunami. This was possible because we have 

been trained to counter tsunami and ensure zero human causality, he said.  According to the 

protocols, there are 11 parameters on which the villagers and the local community are judged 

before they are given ‗Tsunami Ready' certification from UNESCO.  

These include preparation of a Community Tsunami Risk Reduction Plan, mapping of tsunami 

hazard zones, public display of tsunami information and evacuation maps among others.  The 

award was given to the village communities for their preparedness Government officials said 

that support like training, physical infrastructure and more was given to the communities by the 

government. ―The training has been given in such a way that the villagers can shift to cyclone 

shelters within five minutes. The cyclone shelter has been well equipped with safety gears used 

to fight a tsunami. Trainings have been given on what to do to an injured person needing 

medical emergency services, Jagatsinghpur Collector Sangram Keshari Mohapatra said.  He 

also added, ―They have also been trained to keep a bag with basic survival food items and 

essential medicines so that when a siren blows, they can quickly take the readymade bag and 

shift to the cyclone shelter within minutes. The local police, fire department and other have also 

been trained accordingly.  Venkatraipur is another coastal village in Ganjam district which has 

received the certification. The village lies around 600 metres away from the coastline. It has a 

defence establishment on its left and famous tourism hotspot Gopalpur Beach on its right side. 

The villagers said that it has faced several cyclones in the past but is now prepared in case of 

events like tsunami.  

The village has wide display boards with evacuation plans and maps in case a tsunami-like 

situation occurs and a well equipped Multipurpose Cyclone Shelters. The cyclone shelters in 

both Noliasahi and Venkatraipur have advanced radars and siren system to alert the villagers 

with tsunami warning.  There are around 400 households in the villages. K. Apparao, the 

sarpanch of Venkatraipur said that the village has its own Tsunami Risk Reduction Plan and a 

Village Level Committee which are de-facto managers of the cyclone shelter and frontline 

planners for disaster. Apparao explained about the micro-level planning his village has in case 

of a tsunami. ―We have a well defined navigation plan on where to head when the siren 

becomes active. We have installed posters and informative material boards for public 

awareness too. We have been also briefed about tsunami like its speed, damages it can do and 

how we can defeat it. We have a detailed map of the village mapping the hazardous zones, 

vulnerable households, he said.  The Ganjam district administration said that it has identified 44 

coastal villages, including Ventakraipur, that lie very close to the coast as ‗tsunami prone'.  

Ganjam Deputy Collector (Revenue) Dibya Lochan Mohanta said that the coastal villages in 

the district have village level Disaster Management Plans of their own but these 44 villages like 

Venkatraipur have an additional ‗Tsunami Risk Reduction Plan' to especially prepare 

themselves against tsunamis.   ―The villagers in Venkatraipur had identified the most hazardous 
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parts of the village, their navigations maps and display system. Then know how they can 

respond within shortest span of time, how to fight power woes and other issues, how to send 

message to outside when such disaster strikes, he said. The Tsunami Risk Reduction Plans of 

Venkatraipur and Noliasahi villages have details of resource planning, resource mapping, 

vulnerability and disaster mapping.  The plans have details of households which host the 

elderly, differently-abled, children, widows, single women headed households and others which 

need higher attention during disasters.   

Disaster management training The training to the villagers was given in Odisha by the Odisha 

State Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA). The officials at OSDMA said that the civil 

defence, first aid, rescue, search and evacuation training were imparted to the villagers to 

empower them to respond to tsunami. The OSDMA said that it has identified a total of 328 

tsunami vulnerable villages across the state which is located within 1.5 km away from the 

coastline. It claims to have also installed radars and sirens in 122 such villages and a good 

network of the radars to alert the entire coastline of Odisha during emergency.  Kamal Lochan 

Mishra, Executive Director, OSDMA said, ―We have a robust Early Warning Dissemination 

System (EWDS). Odisha has a coastline of around 480 km along the Bay of Bengal. We have 

installed 122 Alert Siren Towers, mostly at cyclone shelters.  

These have been strategically placed so that the entire 480 km stretch could be alerted against 

tsunami warnings. Each tower has a siren whose sound is said to be heard upto 2.5 km radius. 

Mishra said that early tsunami taught them a lesson that the seawater intruded a maximum up to 

1.5 km into the land. So it has now identified almost 328 such villages which could be called as 

tsunami-prone.  According to Tsunami Travel Time Atlas for Indian Ocean developed by IIT 

Kharagpur study if the tsunami is generated at Indian Ocean close to Indonesia it can hit Odisha 

coasts within three hours. ―So we need to alert the prone villagers before time, Mishra 

explained. Odisha has six coastal districts and as per sources in the government it wanted to get 

the certification for one model village from each district. 

 ―The proposal was to take six villages for certification. Due to COVID-19, the UNESCO team 

and inspect and certify only two villages and the process got delayed, he said. The state may 

seen more Tsunami Ready certifications in the days to come as it now plans to convert all the 

328 tsunami prone villages into Tsunami Ready villages by the end of this year.  To monitor 

and implement UNESCO's ―Tsunami Ready programme, the Indian government established a 

National Board through the help of the Ministry of Earth Sciences. Members from the ministry, 

Indian National Centre for Ocean Information Centre (INCOIS), National Disaster 

Management Authority (NDMA), Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Odisha State Disaster 

Management Authority (OSDMA), Andaman and Nicobar Islands Directorate of Disaster 

Management (DDM) and INCOIS were members of the board.   The National Board, after the 

verification of the implementation of the indicators at those villages as per guidelines, decided 

to recognise them nationally and recommended them to UNESCO-IOC for the recognition. 
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Based on the National Board recommendations, UNESCO-IOC approved the recognition of 

two communities, Venkatraipur and Noliasahi, as Tsunami Ready Communities.  

―With this recognition, India is the first country to implement Tsunami Ready in the Indian 

Ocean Region and Odisha is the first state, said a statement from the INCOIS, a constituent 

body of the Ministry of Earth Sciences.  Although the two villages have been certified as 

‗Tsunami Ready' some dark spots still exist in these tsunami-prone areas. Both the villages still 

have some kuccha (temporary) houses that are highly prone to devastation in case a cyclone or 

tsunami hits. In Noliasahi, a 1 km stretch of road connecting the village is still a kuccha road, 

which is likely to escalate the woes in case of heavy rains and sea waters invading the village 

during a tsunami. The government however claimed that works on both the sectors are on. 

Odisha: Ultramodern fish market at Puri soon 

https://www.orissapost.com/ultramodern-fish-market-at-puri-soon/ 

 "Fish and seafood lovers, there's a piece of good news for you. If things go well, an 

ultramodern fish market with state-of-the-art facilities would come up soon at Talabania here. 

Envisioned by the Fisheries department with an initial estimation of Rs 6 crore, the mega fish 

market would come upon a 2.5 acre land at Talabania area in the Pilgrim City here. Puri, being 

one of the biggest tourist destinations in eastern India, draws people from far and wide. Besides 

visiting the Srimandir, tourists and devotees usually prefer spending time at the golden beach. 

At a time when such experiences give solace to the restless minds, roadside vendors selling fish 

and seafood hither and thither in an untidy condition are nothing short of a mood spoiler.   ―The 

state government has been spending crores of rupees to transform Puri as a World Heritage 

City. This would help draw more tourists from across the globe. Amid such a scenario, fish 

waste to rainwater passing through to trash and making the localities complete eyesore would 

definitely leave a scar in the minds of tourists.  

Even those residing near the makeshift fish shops in the Holy City have expressed displeasure 

over the untidy scenario, an ocial of the Fisheries department said explaining the need for such 

a one-stop destination for all types of fish and seafood buyers.  The oficial added that instead of 

selling the stuff here and there, the fish vendors will be allotted dedicated space at the 

upcoming marketplace. Initially, arrangements will be done for 100 sellers. Depending upon 

the demand, it will be upgraded to multi-storey. Fresh fish and seafood will be made available 

at the marketplace under hygienic conditions. ―Wastewater from the marketplace will be 

filtered before being released into drain. This apart, trash from the market will be collected and 

dumped at a faraway place on a regular basis no foul odour or swampy environment anymore, 

said the official, adding that a vegetable market would also come up near the fish market. 

Asked, district fisheries officer Debendra Behera said that the marketplace would be a one-stop 

destination for fish sellers and buyers with hygiene being paramount. 

https://www.orissapost.com/ultramodern-fish-market-at-puri-soon/


Odisha News Articles 

209 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

Odisha: Hilsa price shoots up amid decline in catch by 90 per cent 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/aug/27/hilsa-price-shoots-up-amid-

decline-in-catch-by-90-pc-2188832.html 

 "With the Covid threat looming large and fishermen refraining from venturing into the 

sea, there is a decline in Hilsa catch by about 90 per cent. The shortage of Hilsa, the ‗Queen of 

fish', has led to a steep price rise, which has been accentuated by the ban on sale of mutton and 

chicken by the Paradip municipality for last 10 days following a Supreme Court order.  The 

fish is being sold at exorbitant rates of over Rs 2,000 per kg in the markets.  Earlier, nearly 700 

trawlers used to go to the sea to catch fish but with shortage of crew members, hike in diesel 

price and a raging pandemic, only about 150 to 180 trawlers are operating. Lamenting the 

crisis, a fish trader Shanti Raj Sarkar said, ―A lot of fishermen have not yet returned from their 

native places due to the Covid situation.  For a single visit, a trawler spends nearly Rs 30,000 

but we get catch worth Rs 5,000 to Rs 8,000. So we are forced to sell Hilsa at rates of Rs 2,000 

to Rs 2,500 per kg to compensate for the losses. Besides a slump in fishing activities, other 

associated livelihoods  like those of fish traders, ice factory owners and weavers fishing nets 

are also bearing the brunt of coronavirus threat. Executive officer of Paradip Municiplaity 

Duryodhan Patel said that the price hike was fuelled by the rise in demand for fish after the 

civic body banned sale of mutton and chicken from August 15 to August 24. ―The ban has been 

lifted from Tuesday, he added. 

Odisha: Value-added fish products marketing launched 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/value-added-fish-products-marketing-

launched.html 

 "Market linkage was established for a rural women SHG by linking the value-added 

products under the brand name ''Fishlikes'' with retail fish supply chain (Falcon Fresh Retail 

outlets) here on August 20. Director, ICAR-CIWA Dr SK Srivastava launched the first 

marketing at the outlets. Notably, in the modern times, with the shift in consumers' demand to 

ready to eat and hygienic products, value added products preparation from fish holds a key 

potential. In this background, the project funded by Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research (DSIR), ‗'Adding Value to Fish: A Potential Livelihood Option for Rural Women of 

Odisha'' was implemented at ICAR-Central Institute for Women in Agriculture here.  Under the 

project, a group of rural women from Kanamana village in  Astaranga block of Puri, belonging 

to the Biswa Bharati Maa SHG, was given handholding support for starting the enterprise.  

They were imparted training on the preparation of value added fish products, attractive 

packaging and labelling, entrepreneurship development, management, branding and marketing, 

group dynamics and book keeping.  Facilitation for obtaining FSSAI licence which is 

mandatory for any food products production was done. They have ventured into online 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/aug/27/hilsa-price-shoots-up-amid-decline-in-catch-by-90-pc-2188832.html
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marketing taking into consideration the pandemic situation after obtaining the trade licence 

under the brand name ―Fishlikes. The project team from ICAR-CIWA, Dr Tanuja, PI of the 

DSIR funded project and Dr J Charles Jeeva, Principal Scientist from ICAR-CIWA trained the 

groups. 

Odisha: Balaramgadi to have fish harbour  

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/balaramgadi-to-have-fish-harbour.html 

 """Prime Minister Narendra Modi has adopted a multipronged approach to combat the 

Covid-19 pandemic crisis. With a holistic approach, he wants to revamp all the sectors while he 

has announced Atma Nirbhar scheme with a Rs 20 lakh-crore package,"" said Union Minister 

Pratap Chandra Sarangi in a Press meet here on Sunday.  Fishing while has been one of the 

prime livelihoods of the people, he, besides stressing that a fishing harbor would be built near 

Balarmgadi, also said that things were underway to build two world class fish markets with 

export facilities, one at Jaleswar and another near Sergarh. He also said that in order to tap the 

potentials of the indigenous artisans  involved  in weaving, pottery, coconut coir etc, his 

ministry had provided subsidized electrical driven tools and implements and further value 

additions of products and marketing.  For promoting honey production, the beekeeping boxes 

have been provided in the potential patches to the farmers, he added. He also mentioned that he 

would be providing a mobile ambulance and mobile Corona testing unit in Baleswar.  For 

providing hot, cold and normal water, the Union Minister said such water  ATMs would be 

installed at various required places under his initiatives. 

Odisha: Introduces Biofloc fish farming technology 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/odisha-introduces-biofloc-fish-farming-

technology/1921591 

 "To provide employment to people during the pandemic period, the Odisha government 

has launched a new scheme for promoting intensive aquaculture through Biofloc technology in 

fisheries, a minister said. Fisheries and Animal Resources Minister Arun Kumar Sahoo said the 

scheme will provide livelihood support to entrepreneurs, unemployed youth and interested 

progressive fish farmers and will also increase fish production in the state. He said this scheme 

is most suitable for youths who face unemployment during the pandemic.  Biofloc based 

farming system is a new technology for the promotion of intensive fish/ shrimp production in a 

limited area without significantly increasing the usage of the basic natural resources of water 

and land. A person having small landholding (as small as 150-200 square metre of land) and 

having either municipal piped water supply or bore well water supply can establish this 

business with a small investment.   

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/balaramgadi-to-have-fish-harbour.html
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This programme aims to support fish farmers and young entrepreneurs for generation of 

income and livelihood support, he said. Biofloc system is suitable for growing freshwater fish 

species such as GIFT Tilapia, Magur, Pangasius, Anabas, Common Carp and others depending 

on local market demands. In Biofloc technology, the waste organic matter in the tank, such as 

feed waste, is digested using probiotics (helpful bacteria) and carbon source such as molasses 

and gets converted to fish feed.  In normal pond based farming system, one acre of an earthen 

tank (4000 square metre area) produces about 2,000 kg of fish in 6 months; while in biofloc 

fish farming system, the same 2000 kg fish can be produced only from 4 small tanks of each 4-

metre diameter and 1.2-metre depth installed in a floor area of about 100-150 square metre, the 

minister said. Each biofloc tank is stocked with about 1,000-1,500 numbers of quality fish (2-3 

cm) or fingerlings (8-10 cm) with a target of 500 kg fish production over a 6 month period.  

Fish grows to about 200 grams within 3 months and 700 -800 grams within 6 months.  

Therefore, depending on the local market demand, fish can be partially harvested on a daily 

basis to generate daily income for farmers. Biofloc farming system is also suitable for urban 

and semi-urban areas. The minister said it can be set up even on terraces of buildings and 

backyard. It offers live or fresh fish to surrounding customers thus fetching higher market 

prices for the producer.  The unit cost for installation of a Biofloc unit of 2 tanks is Rs 1.50 

lakh, while a biofloc unit of 6 tanks costs approximately Rs 4 lakh. The state government 

provides a subsidy of 40 per cent while 60 per cent subsidy is provided to SC & ST 

beneficiaries for this scheme. This new and emerging technology will provide an accelerated 

boost to the fish production of the state and encourage small landholders and entrepreneurs to 

take up fish farming in the state, the minister said, adding that the government will provide all 

technical know-how to implement the project. 

Odisha: UAV in Odisha fishermen”s net in Bay of Bengal 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/uav-in-odisha-fishermens-net-in-bay-of-

bengal/1918516 

 "It was a surprise for a group of fishermen from Odisha''s Balasore district as they netted 

an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) while fishing in the Bay of Bengal. The UAV was caught 

by the fishermen of Talapada village when they went to the deep sea on Monday. It was later 

identified as that of the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur near here, sources said.  The 

remotely piloted target aircraft, called Banshee, measures eight-feet long and weighs over 50 

kg, the sources at ITR said. The empty fiber bodied aircraft is mostly used during trials and 

practices, they said. There is no need to panic as it is an expendable remote-controlled aircraft 

and at times it falls into the sea after being used, they added.  The fishermen said they were 

scared as the UAV got trapped in their net. They then took it to the shore on their motorised 

boat and said would hand it over to officials of the test range once they arrive. The aircraft is 

used as an aerial target for surface- to-air and air-to-air missiles and weapon systems, defence 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/uav-in-odisha-fishermens-net-in-bay-of-bengal/1918516
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sources said, adding that the UAV was flown as part of a radar calibration exercise of the 

Indian Air Force (IAF).  Target drones are usually flight tested to calibrate it with the radar on 

fighter aircraft before the actual launch of an air-to-air missile, they said. It was used as an 

expendable target and its retrieval was not necessary, the sources said. 

Odisha: Pandemic leaves boat makers in troubled waters in Odisha 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/aug/11/pandemic-leaves-boat-

makers-in-troubled-waters-in-odisha-2181881.html  

"Boat making and repair, considered one of the oldest professions, has taken a hit in 

Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur districts owing to Covid-19. The work has declined by almost 50 

per cent in the last five months due to dip in demand and unavailability of workers. Around 500 

people from the two districts depend on boat making and their livelihood has been hit due to 

the pandemic. Fishermen mostly purchase boats during the peak season from May to August.  

However, they are not in a position to buy boats or get them repaired due to their own financial 

crisis.  The slump in fishing activities has serious affected boat makers. Sidharth Manna, who 

has a boat making unit at Jamboo village, said nowadays carpenters and painters are reluctant 

to come to work due to the Covid-19 scare and social distancing norms.  President of Odisha 

Traditional Fish Workers Union Prasanna Behera said it takes at least two weeks to build a new 

country boat which costs anywhere between Rs  50,000 and Rs  2 lakh. Similarly, trawlers are 

sold for Rs 12-Rs 15 lakh and repair of fishing vessels can take up to one week and costs 

anywhere between Rs 10,000 and Rs 30,000.  While fishermen faced huge losses due to 

restrictions on transporting their catch to West Bengal and other states, seafood exporters are 

still facing the heat of the pandemic. Usually by this time, the exporters start purchasing 

seafood from fishermen in the two districts. However, due to restrictions, they are unable to 

export seafood to China, Singapore, Japan and other countries. 

Odisha: COVID-19 restrictions put fishermen out of business in Odisha 

https://odishatv.in/odisha-news/covid-19-restrictions-put-fishermen-out-of-business-in-

odisha-468056 

 "The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent restrictions have brought life 

to a standstill. With the induced lockdowns and shutdowns, the fishermen across the State are 

staring at an uncertain future. Fishermen community of Krushnaprasad area in Puri district are 

largely dependent on Chilika Lake. But, the government's move of imposing COVID-19 

restrictions to shun the spread of the virus, has left their lives in misery.  In the wake of series 

of lockdowns, the fishermen have now stopped venturing into the lake for their daily work. 

Similarly, the distress sale of fish due to the closure of markets has dashed their hopes of 

returning to the normalcy soon. ―The cyclone Fani scar is still afresh in our minds. All our 

boats got damaged in the cyclone and we are yet to redeem what we lost during the natural 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/aug/11/pandemic-leaves-boat-makers-in-troubled-waters-in-odisha-2181881.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/aug/11/pandemic-leaves-boat-makers-in-troubled-waters-in-odisha-2181881.html
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calamity. But now, the COVID-19 has left our future in uncertainty. Despite sending shrimps to 

Balugaon, Puri, we are failing to sale them, said Pradip Kumar Pradhan, a shrimp trader.  

Satyabrata Pradhan, a resident of Krushnaprasad area said, ―We are leading a very miserable 

life due to the lockdowns and shutdowns. After suffering losses worth lakhs of rupees due to 

cyclone Fani, we were hopeful that life would become normal again. But this COVID-19 

pandemic has put us into deep trouble. 

UNESCO recognises two coastal villages of Odisha as Tsunami Ready  

https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/unesco-recognises-two-coastal-

villages-of-odisha-as-tsunami-ready-120080601798_1.html 

 "In a first, two coastal villages of the Indian state of Odisha have been recognised as 

being ""Tsunami Ready"" by UNESCO for their overall preparedness to face the calamity, 

Additional Chief Secretary P K Jena said on Thursday.  With it Odisha became the first state in 

the country to have such villages and the country the first in the Indian Ocean region to achieve 

the honour from the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO.   The 

two coastal villages are Venkatraipur (Boxipalli) village of Rangeilunda block in Ganjam 

district and Noliasahi village of Ersama block in Jagatsinghpur district, he said.  The certificate 

of recognition will be handed over to the communities of Venkatraipur and Noliasahi in a 

virtual event scheduled to be held on August 7.  Jena, who is also the managing director of 

Odisha State Disaster management Authority, will receive the certificate from UNESCO.  

International and national delegates will be present at the virtual event, he said adding the 

UNESCO recognition is a great achievement for Odisha and its tsunami preparedness.  It will 

make Odisha a role model for tsunami preparedness. With this award, the state is motivated to 

make the 326 villages and urban local bodies‘ tsunami ready in one year's time, Jena said.  

Odisha State Disaster Management Authority (OSDMA), which was set up in the state 

following the 1999 super cyclone that claimed 10,000 lives, has implemented the Tsunami 

Ready programme in the State.   

The Indian Ocean Tsunami Ready Programme of IOC-UNESCO is a community performance-

based programme that facilitates tsunami preparedness as an active collaboration of the 

community, community leaders, and national and local emergency management agencies, an 

official release issued by the state government said.  The main objective of this programme is 

to improve coastal community preparedness for tsunami emergencies, to minimize the loss of 

life and property and to ensure structural and systematic approach in building community 

preparedness. 

Odisha: Govt to Promote Cage Culture Fisheries in Hirakud Reservoir 

https://pragativadi.com/odisha-govt-to-promote-cage-culture-fisheries-in-hirakud-

reservoir/ 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/unesco-recognises-two-coastal-villages-of-odisha-as-tsunami-ready-120080601798_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/unesco-recognises-two-coastal-villages-of-odisha-as-tsunami-ready-120080601798_1.html
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 "Odisha has vast fresh water resources extending around 6.84 lakh hectares. During 

2019-20, Odisha produced around 8.16 lakh Metric tonnes of fish. The demand and 

consumption of freshwater fish such as Indian Major Carps and other varieties are ever-

increasing in Odisha. In order to increase the freshwater fish production, the State Government 

has come out with a new policy to promote cage culture in medium and large reservoirs of the 

State. Utilizing a modest fraction (1%) of the surface area, the large and medium reservoirs can 

contribute a substantial quantity of fish to the total inland fish production basket of Odisha. 

Cage Culture fisheries is an emerging technology for the intensive production of fish and has a 

huge potential for increasing fish production. It is often considered as the future of reservoir 

fisheries which can lead to achieving self-sufficiency in the fish demand of the state and also 

promote entrepreneurship in aquaculture and create job opportunities.  The Cages are enclosed 

spaces to rear fish in reservoirs and are generally enclosed on all sides with net walls, except 

for leaving an opening at the top for feeding and handling the fish stock. The Cages are of 

many shapes (circular, square, or rectangular) and are equally good from the production point 

of view and their choice is mainly based on considerations such as fish species to be farmed, 

endurance, cost, availability of materials, convenience in assembling and transporting the 

components.   

In the first phase, cage culture will be promoted in 5 zones and 100 subzones of the Hirakud 

reservoir which can cover around 2400 cages. These identified sub-zones will be leased out to 

Primary Fishery Cooperative Societies, Fish Farmers, Private entrepreneurs or companies. Each 

sub-zone has a cage surface area of 600 m? And can accommodate a maximum of 24 nos. of 

rectangular cages of 6 m length x 4 m width x 4 m depth dimension or 3 nos. of circular cages 

of 16 m diameter. In a rectangular cage, around 3000 kg of fish can be harvested.  Various fish 

species like Catla, Rohu, Mrigal, Amur Carp, Pangasius, Mono-sex GIFT tilapia, Asian 

Seabass/Barramundi, Pearl spot, Butter catfish, etc will be allowed to be cage cultured. The 

cage culture guidelines have strict conditions for maintaining water quality, cage maintenance, 

fish health monitoring, etc. The Fisheries and Animal Resources Department through the 

Director of Fisheries has invited Expression of Interests (EOI) from interested farmers and 

entrepreneurs for availing long term lease (5 years extendable to a maximum of another 5 

years) of the subzones in Hirakud reservoir.   The details of the EOI can be accessed from  

http://odishafisheries.nic.in www.fardodisha.gov.in www.fishfedodisha.com 

  

Odisha: Women risk lives fishing in croc-infested rivers 

https://www.orissapost.com/women-risk-lives-fishing-in-croc-infested-rivers/ 

 "The coronavirus pandemic has created an unprecedented situation for the people 

residing in the remote corners of this district. The situation has become acute with the return of 

migrant workers to their homes. In such a situation, people are mortgaging their lives and 
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taking up dangerous jobs like fishing in crocodile-infested rivers and creeks to earn a living due 

to lack of any alternative means of livelihood, a report said.  As a result, they often fall prey to 

crocodiles.  The awareness programmes conducted by the forest department have gone for a 

toss. These people could be seen in rivers and creeks inside Bhitarkanika National Park 

catching fish as soon as the tide recedes in the sea. These people catch fish and prawns from the 

rivers inside the park and sell them in the market. However, what they earn in return is far less 

than the hard work they put in and the life risk involved in the job. A fisherwoman Seeta Maiti 

alleged that the fish traders gain the most from the fish catch.  The fisherwomen catching fish 

sell prawns at Rs 70-80 per kg, while the fish traders sell the same at Rs 200-800 per kg 

depending on the market conditions. Alarmingly, more women and minor girls could be seen 

catching fish and prawns from these water bodies than men.   

According to a report by the forest department, 16 persons have died in crocodile attacks during 

the last 10 years. However, locals claimed the number of deaths in crocodile attacks could be 

more than 40 during this period.  Moreover, several persons have been injured in crocodile 

attacks. Some of them have been discharged after recovery while a lot more are still undergoing 

treatment. A woman Kalpana Mandal, 32, of seaside Talachua village said catching prawns 

from the water bodies inside the sanctuary is a daily affair for her as the male members of her 

housework outside of the state. The money sent by them is insufficient to manage a large 

family of hers for which she and other women in her village catch fish and prawn from the 

water bodies inside the sanctuary to boost their family income. She however sounded a word of 

caution stating that one has to be fearless, vigilant as well as skilled while catching fish from 

the crocodile-infested water bodies inside the sanctuary. Another woman Parbati Maiti said, 

that three types of methods are adopted while catching prawns from the rivers. May use 

traditional fishing nets like ‗Jhumpa' and ‗Munduli' while snare and fishing nets are used in 

some other places.  

A piece of chicken meat or a small fish is used as bait in a snare to catch fish and prawns, she 

said.  Prawn is caught in large numbers during night. Villagers get inside the rivers at night 

holding lanterns, torches and emergency lights to catch prawns. Narayan Haldar, president of 

Odisha Fishermen Association said over 3,000 fishermen families are residing in the seaside 

villages and earn their living by catching fish and prawns. He lamented that at least ve 

fishermen and women die every year in crocodile attacks but they hardly get adequate 

compensation from the forest department. Debashis Bhoi, forest range officer, said there are 

lots of crocodiles in the water bodies inside the sanctuary. These reptiles become violent during 

their breeding season and end up killing humans who enter the water bodies to catch fish. The 

forest department is regularly conducting awareness programmes and arresting people illegally 

catching fish but these measures have failed to deter violators, Bhoi added. 

Odisha: These Odisha migrant workers in Tamil Nadu are glad to have missed the train 
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https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/these-odisha-migrant-workers-in-tamil-nadu-

are-glad-to-have-missed-the-train/article32198345.ece  

"Like several other migrant workers from Odisha, Sumant Naik made innumerable calls 

throughout May to enquire about a train back home from Perundurai in Erode; he also weighed 

the costs of returning by bus. Despite several calls, the journey back did not materialise. Now 

two months later, as the pandemic induced lockdown has eased in Tamil Nadu, 30-year-old Mr. 

Naik has little time to think of returning home as the spinning mill he works at is humming 

again.  ―The months of April and May were emotionally draining. Everyone wanted to be with 

their families as if the end of the world was nearing. However, during the past two months, I 

have not given any thought to my return. I would have been left jobless had I been in my 

village, said Mr. Naik, who hails from Keonjhar. Iswari and Bhakta Batsala Das from Jorada 

village of Odisha's Ganjam district, who were left stranded in Chennai as they could not board 

a train home, echo Mr. Naik and are happy in hindsight.  

―The situation back home is grim. Hundreds of people are testing COVID-19 positive every 

passing day. People are left with no jobs. We are better off here. At least, our livelihood is 

protected, said the couple.  Livelihood hopes According to civil society organisations and 

activists, more than 10,000 migrant workers have decided to stay back in Tamil Nadu. The 

steep rise in positive cases in Odisha and lack of employment opportunities has been a major 

factor in their decision. In July, the State's COVID-19 tally just tripled while the death toll has 

increased by almost five times. On the other hand, employers across India have also gone the 

extra mile to ensure the workers do not face any problem on industry premises.  ―If we return 

home we would have to undergo 21 days of quarantine. Moreover, there is every chance of 

fellow villagers boycotting my family. Instead of undergoing such mental trauma, it is better to 

keep earning away from home and consider returning Odisha after normalcy is restored, said 

Mr. Naik. The situation is serious in Ganjam, which has emerged as the epicentre of the 

COVID-19 pandemic in the State. The district, incidentally, sends the maximum number of 

migrant workers from the State across the country including Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu 

and Karnataka.  More than two lakh people from Ganjam are employed in the apparel sector of 

Surat alone. ―People competed among themselves to return home from Surat in the beginning 

of May. The government has paid? 2000 to those who completed their quarantine period. Upon 

their release from quarantine centres, they faced harsh reality of unemployment. While there 

were few takers of Mahatma Gandhi National Employment Guarantee Act jobs, other work was 

hard to be come by, said Srikant Padhy, a labour leader.  As sources of income dried up without 

any job, villagers have been sending feelers to their employers over the last month to return to 

their work spots.  

The lack of public transport has put a spoke in many workers' plans to return. Six buses have 

been sent to Ganjam to ferry workers back to Surat. The workers migration back to their 

workplaces has failed to pick up in the absence of without any public transport. ―I have been 
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receiving frequent calls from Odisha with people requesting help for their return to their 

workplaces over the past few weeks. Though COVID-19 situation in Surat continues to be 

serious, workers are ready to take chances. After all, livelihood worries have dwarfed the fear 

of contracting the disease, said Bhabagrahi Panda, a senior executive at a Surat-based apparel 

company.  Kick-starting industries Mr. Panda said Surat-based employers were incurring heavy 

losses due to lack of workers to resume work kick-start the industry with full capacity. ―A train 

is running between Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh. Workers have started arriving from Uttar 

Pradesh. If Odisha government could think on similar lines, workers will get back their jobs, he 

pointed out. At Tamil Nadu's Perundurai, 27-year-old Satyananda Guru from Odisha's Bargarh 

district said he has no plans to return anytime soon.  

―We have been getting diminishing returns from agriculture. If all members of family are 

involved in one profession, the division of labour would make the task easier. However, the 

harvest will from the crop will also have to be divided. Rather, we must look for earning 

individually and learn to keep living with coronavirus, said Mr. Guru.  For most migrant 

labourers, staying back is a conscious decision. The time is not far when jobless people will 

start flocking cities in search of employment. As the COVID-19 has already made poor poorer, 

there will be additional workforce ready to claim jobs in the cities. Instead of killing time in 

villages, it is better to make best utilization of the period, said Rajendra Bedila, from 

Narayanpatna of backward Koraput district of Odisha. 

  

 

 

Odisha: Fish Production hits Kandhamal district 

https://www.orissapost.com/fish-production-hit-in-kandhamal-district/  

"The district administration had plans to scale up fish production in Kandhamal this year by 

roping in self-help groups (SHGs) under the Odisha Livelihood Mission (OLM). However, fish 

farming at several panchayat ponds has exhibited very poor output The total production, it has 

been learnt, was even less than the annual demand in the district. Local denizens have been 

depending on Andhra Pradesh to meet their sh demands. Supply from Boudh district also feeds 

into the district fish markets to a large extent. Kandhamal administration claims that it has been 

providing ample funds including costs for training in sh farming. There are three sh production 

centres at Phulbani, Phiringia and K Nuagaon areas. Nearly 292 kg of fishlings are fed into the 

ponds at Phulbani centre.  

After fish seeds grow bigger, they are shifted to Tandrigaon centre of Phiringia and Sirtiguda 

centre of K Nuagaon for further processing.  It is alleged that, inadequate government 

assistance and poor working knowledge have resulted in low fish production. In addition, six 
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posts of assistant fishery officer (AFO) remain vacant as against the sanctioned number of nine 

posts under 12 blocks in this district. On being contacted, local assistant fishery officer 

Gyanaranjan Sethy said, ―There is acute shortage of staff in fishery department. Moreover, we 

are getting insufficient grants for fish farming in Kandhamal district. Most of the fish ponds do 

not have adequate water due to lack of maintenance. We are hopeful that SHGs will show good 

production in the coming days. Apart from SHGs, others also take up sh farming in order to 

enhance fish production here. 

Odisha: Paradip Port ideal for marine products export 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/paradip-port-ideal-for-marine-

products-export.html 

 "As huge marine products are available in Odisha for export, the State Government has 

urged the Union Ministry of Shipping to impress upon the shipping liners to operate from the 

Paradip Port for the purpose. MSME Secretary Satyabrata Sahu has requested the Ministry of 

Shipping to take up the issue with shipping liners as the Paradip Port authorities are ready to 

offer more facilities to them. The issue was discussed at a workshop on ―Export of Marine 

Products from Odisha: Potential held here on Wednesday which all stakeholders attended.  

Utkal Chamber of Commerce and Industry (UCCI) president Ramesh Mahapatra, Director 

Fisheries SR Pradhan, officials of Paradip Port, Paradip International Cargo Terminal, 

MPEDA, COBNCOR and airport authorities and the Director Export Promotion and Marketing 

shared their views. It came to the fore that marine products worth Rs 3,029 crore were exported 

from Odisha through the Visakhapatnam and Kolkata Ports last year. However, there is a lot of 

scope to export marine products from the Paradip Port. It was appraised that due to non-

availability of shipping liners, export of containerised cargo is not made through the Paradip 

Port, which, though, has enough infrastructure for the purpose.  MPEDA Chairman KS Srinivas 

was urged to make their quality control laboratory at Bhubaneswar operational by end of 

September 2020. It was pointed out that a multimodal logistic park is being established at the 

Paradip Port over an area of 100 acres, which would be operational by December 2020. With 

such facilities soon to be available, exports from Odisha could be undertaken through the 

Paradip Port. 

Odisha: Fisheries department begins steps to generate employment 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/fisheries-department-begins-steps-to-

generate-employment.html 

 "In order to generate employment in the State through fish farming, Directorate of 

Fishery started inviting applications from interested farmers in fish farming to provide help 

under Rs 20,000 crore Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojna (PMMSY).  Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman had announced that the Central Government started a five year scheme of 
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Rs 20,000 crore PMMSY to promote marine and inland fisheries. A total of 55 lakh people are 

expected to get employment from this scheme.  Director Fishery, HN Dwivedi informed that 

there is immense potential in the State to develop fishery among masses in the State so the 

department has started inviting applications under PMMSY from fish farmers. The department 

assigned the concerned official in the all 24 districts to supervise the selection of interested and 

eligible farmers who can get the benefit of the plan, he added.  Dwivedi explained that it aims 

to bring a blue revolution through sustainable and responsible development of the fisheries 

sector in India. It also intends to augment fish production and productivity at an annual growth 

rate of 9 per cent, it strives to create direct employment to Rs 15 lakh fish farmers and about 

thrice this number as indirect employment opportunities and it also aims to double the incomes 

of fishers, fish farmers and fish workers by 2024.   

""Under this scheme, for the general class of beneficiaries 60 percent of total cost of the project 

will be invested by beneficiaries, in which the Central Government will provide 60 percent of 

the total cost and the State Government will provide 40 per cent.  For the candidates of reserved 

category like OBC, SC, ST and Women the beneficiaries will have to invest 40 per cent of total 

cost and 60 per cent cost will be provided by the Governments including the Center and the 

State in the ratio of 60:40,"" said Dwivedi.  Informing about eligibility criteria for the scheme, 

the Director said that those farmers can get the benefit of this scheme who have a minimum 40 

dismil of land and maximum two hectares of land. The input cost of the scheme is Rs 7 lakh for 

one hectare, he added. ""The department has fixed July 31 as the last date to apply for the 

scheme but it also said that to promote the scheme to maximum numbers of masses it can 

further extend it,"" said Dwivedi 

Odisha: Hilsa vanishing from poor and middle-class people’s menu in Odisha 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/hilsa-vanishing-from-poor-

and-middle-class-people-s-menu-in-odisha-72146 

 "Over-exploitation of fish stocks, construction of dams, usage of gill nets and climatic 

factors are causing hilsa, a prized variety of fish, to almost vanish from the menu of poor and 

middle-class people in Odisha. Fresh hilsa is currently fetching Rs 800-1,000 a kilogram (kg) 

and even small-sized fish are being sold for a minimum of Rs 700 a kg in the state's fish 

markets. One of the main reasons for the decline of the hilsa population is the abundant use of 

mosquito-gill nets by fisherfolk. Even smaller hilsa get killed due to the use of such nets. 

Another cause is indiscriminate exploitation of a large amount of juvenile hilsa, which the 

fisheries department is contemplating to ban.   The construction of dams, barrages and anicuts 

over rivers has created an obstruction in the migration of hilsa, resulting in a sharp decline of 

the fish, Pratap Rout, the joint director of the fisheries department (marine) of the state 

government, said. Industrial pollutants have also increasingly poisoned the hilsa's home waters. 

The fresh water flow through the river Mahanadi and its tributaries has decreased, leading to an 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/hilsa-vanishing-from-poor-and-middle-class-people-s-menu-in-odisha-72146
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/wildlife-biodiversity/hilsa-vanishing-from-poor-and-middle-class-people-s-menu-in-odisha-72146


Odisha News Articles 

220 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

increase in brackish water in much of its lower course. Hilsa has a wide range of distribution 

and is found in marine, estuarine and riverine environments. Its capacity to spawn in the rivers 

has decreased significantly over the past few years.  

The hilsa's peculiar behaviour makes it impossible to breed it artificially through aquaculture, 

unlike other fish.  The adult hilsa swims several kilometres upstream to freshwater from the sea 

for spawning and returns to saline water after its eggs hatch in freshwater. The baby hilsa swim 

back downstream into the sea through the river mouths of the Mahanadi at Paradip, Jatadhari 

river mouth and other river mouths like that of the Devi river in Puri district and Rushikulya 

river mouth in Ganjam district, a process that takes place between June and August every year.   

As they move towards the sea, baby hilsa are caught by fishermen using gill nets and other 

banned items at the river mouths. This year, erratic and untimely rain in the summer due to 

Cyclone Amphan and less rain in the monsoon due to climate change have also disturbed the 

hilsa's migration routes. But we hope fisherfolk will catch more hilsa in August due to good 

rainfall, Manas Ranjan Sahoo, the additional director of fisheries (marine) department of the 

state, said. The number of hilsa across the state has declined by as much as 70 per cent in the 

last 30 years. The number of young hilsa arriving in the rivers and sea is significantly down this 

year, Narayan Haldar, the president of the Odisha Mashyajibi Forum, said. 

Odisha: To stay afloat, Odisha fishermen families revive their skills of repairing nets 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/to-stay-afloat-odisha-fishermen-

families-revive-their-skills-of-repairing-nets/article31954521.ece 

 "To put to good use the time during the COVID-19 lockdown and shore up the dwindling 

incomes, the women and the senior citizens of the traditional fishermen families of the Ganjam 

district have returned to their traditional practice of repairing nets. The activity saves them the 

expenditure on repair and also enhances the longevity of the key tool of their livelihood. The 

tradition of carrying out the work at home had gone down as nylon ones replaced cotton nets. 

The nets used in sea need regular repair and the fishermen families spend considerable amount 

on it. A net costs around ?4,000 but during its life time the same amount would be spent on 

maintenance, said Magata Behera, village committee president of Purunabandh, a fisherman's 

village near the Rushikulya rookery.  A few decades ago, they did not spend any money on 

repairs. The family members did it with home spun cotton yarn. The work involves addition of 

a band called ‗kaberi' or ‗kiriti' at the edges to increase its strength and sewing of torn parts by 

hand. Both have to be done at regular intervals to increase the longevity of the net. ―We used to 

spin cotton thread. Now because of the lockdown, we have again started to do so, said Kamala 

Behera of Purunabandh.   

As the women are also actively involved in selling the catch brought by the men, they did not 

get time to continue the traditional practice. On June 14, the Ganjam district administration 

repealed all relaxations of Unlock-1 and ordered the strict imposition of complete lockdown till 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/to-stay-afloat-odisha-fishermen-families-revive-their-skills-of-repairing-nets/article31954521.ece
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June 30 with total shutdown on Saturdays and Sundays. This has resulted in many households 

taking up the traditional practice. ―It proves that traditional practices stand in good stead in 

times of need. The families have not forgotten the skills of their ancestors and they also have 

the will power to turn the odds of the lockdown for their benefit, said Mangaraj Panda, 

convener of the Odisha Marine Resources Conservation Consortium (OMRCC). 

Odisha: Boost fish farming in dams, NRO to State Govt 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/boost-fish-farming-in-dams--nro-to-

state-govt.html 

 "Non-resident Odia (NRO) Prof Digambara Patra of the American University of Beirut, 

who is a native of Kalahandi district, has suggested the State Government to explore possibility 

of fish farming in major dams including the Hirakud reservoirs, to provide employment to the 

migrant workers who have returned Odisha from other States in the wake of Covid 19 outbreak.  

The Hirakud Dam has about 70,000 hectares of water area covering the districts of Sambalpur, 

Jharsuguda and Bargarh. Such a huge water area can be better managed and exploited to 

generate livelihood and business. For example, the water area can be a great opportunity for 

large scale fish farming, production, value addition and establishment of ancillary fields leading 

to large scale employment generation, Prof Patra told in a letter to CM Naveen Patnaik.  The 

dam alone has the potential to generate employment and livelihood for 5,000 people or more 

through fish farming. Hirakud dam has about 43 different kinds of fish species and various 

other aquatic plants and animals that depend on the dam for their food and breeding purposes. 

Of course, any sort of external interference to imbalance the ecological condition may cause 

destruction to the fish and fauna of such a system, he told. Prof Patra suggested the State 

Government to enact a policy for such water reservoirs similar to the marine sector or Chilika 

Lake, where brewing season from June to August can be observed closed for fishing operations 

and fishermen may be compensated during the period. Similar opportunities may also be 

created in Indravati dam, Rengali dam, Lower Indra dam, Patora dam, Machkund dam and 

Kolab dam, etc. 

Odisha: Coastal migrants return to where they started 

https://india.mongabay.com/2020/06/odishas-coastal-migrants-return-back-to-where-

they-started/  

"Four years ago, when Minoti Naik of the coastal district of Bhadrak in Odisha, decided to send 

her 17-year-old son to the ―city for work, it was in hope that their lives would thereon be on the 

road to improvement. With a meagre land-holding and depreciating land productivity that, in 

addition to frequent floods and cyclones, had made agriculture increasingly unsustainable in 

her village, Minoti and her husband had pinned all their hope on their young son.  Only, life 

came a full circle. In March this year, as the lockdown was implemented in the country, to 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/boost-fish-farming-in-dams--nro-to-state-govt.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/boost-fish-farming-in-dams--nro-to-state-govt.html
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contain the spread of the novel coronavirus, 21-year-old Jaidev, like hundreds of thousands of 

other migrant workers, was left to fend for himself in Tamil Nadu where he was working as a 

plumber. Almost two months into the lockdown, not only had he exhausted all his money to 

survive, he also fell ill. ―He didn't have enough to eat, nor the money to return home, Minoti 

said in a stoic voice, ―We had to loan Rs 10,000 from the self-help group I am a part of and 

send it to him. That's how he could come back home. Four years on, the Naik family  like many 

others  are, therefore, back to where they started: vulnerable, in debt, and staring at an unsure 

future.  There is no absolute number of people who migrate (seasonally and otherwise) from 

Odisha in search of employment.  

However, in the reverse-flow, around 600,000 (six lakh) migrant workers had registered with 

the state government portal to stay in institutional quarantine on their return when the lockdown 

was lifted on May 3. Media reports said that on June 8, the Chief Minister's Office (CMO) 

informed that more than 500,000 (five lakh) migrant workers had returned home. These figures 

are not absolute and like Minoti Naik said, there are many even in Sashu Bhuasuni, her village 

in the Chandbali block itself, who haven't been able to come back home. ―Fifty people, 

including my son, have come back. But there are many others who still haven't, Minoti told 

Mongabay-India, ―My son spent two weeks in quarantine centre and then came home. It has 

been a horrible phase.  Climate change forced them out almost every family in Shashu Bhusani 

village, where Minoti is from, has one or more members of the household who has migrated to 

a city thousands of kilometres away, for work. Some work as casual labourers in construction, 

some in mills and factories, others, like Jaidev, as plumbers. Some of the most common 

destinations are Bengaluru in Karnataka, Chennai in Tamil Nadu, Delhi, and a host of places in 

West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, even Gujarat and Rajasthan.  

 It's the same story in Sitalpur, another village in Bhadrak, where most households are women-

led. Men, mostly in the age-group of 20-45 are missing because they had migrated, seasonally 

or otherwise, for work. Padmini Naik of Sitalpur, for instance, has been managing her home, 

tending to her two children and looking after aged mother-in-law, ever since her husband 

migrated to Delhi five years back and found work in a garment factory.  ―The money we earned 

from agriculture was becoming meagre and unpredictable. When our second child was born, 

my husband decided that the only way we could have a good life was if he went out of the 

village in search of work, she said. A study on seasonal labour migration and migrant workers 

from Odisha by the Centre for Migration and Labor Solutions said that trends of migration in 

Odisha varies according to the region. ―The percentage of household migration is higher in 

coastal (region), suggesting that a large number of households have one or more members 

migrating from the region, the report said. The average number of migrants per panchayat was 

however higher in the western region.   

A major reason for high rate of migration from Bhadrak, which is a coastal district, is the 

impact of climate change felt on agriculture. Padmini Naik's husband, for example, was a 
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farmer, who used to grow paddy on his one and half acre land. The productivity of the land, 

however, started waning over the years and he, like others, realised that the reason behind this 

was increasing land salinity. In Arjunpur, another village, the effect is starkly visible  large 

swathes of agricultural land lie barren, with wild grass growing everywhere. Floods, say locals, 

have become more savage over the years. ―We have always been familiar with floods. In fact 

the flood waters used to replenish the fields, said a farmer, Lakhinder Rout of Arjunpur. 

―However, now the floods are unpredictable. When it rains, it rains so much that our standing 

crop is completely destroyed, he said.  Adding to this, is the increase in the frequency of 

cyclones. Over the last one year, for example, Odisha and particularly its coastal districts like 

Bhadrak, has had three cyclones  Phani in May 2019, Bulbul in November 2019, and Amphan 

this May 2020. ―We have one-acre land on which my husband grows paddy. The productivity 

has lowered, we get about 13 quintals (1.3 tonnes) of rice (local variety), Minoti said, ―Post the 

paddy harvest, we had grown vegetables in the field. Everything was destroyed in (cyclone) 

Amphan. A study by Bishnupriya Saho and Prasad K Bhaskaran of the department of Ocean 

Engineering and Naval Architecture in IIT Kharagpur, noted that Odisha has suffered 46 

cyclones in the past four decades, between 1970-2012.  

Suffering a constant blow of destruction and devastation, to lives and livelihood, and weary of 

rebuilding everything all over again, people have therefore chosen to move out in order to 

support their families.  Boloram Majhi, for instance, had decided to migrate outside his village, 

Neduali in Bhadrak, almost two decades ago, ―when the problems had just started surfacing. ―I 

didn't have enough land and that too had started turning saline. I would have still stayed back, 

but there were no jobs in the village, Majhi told Mongabay-India. His first destination was a 

cotton mill in Rajasthan, where he worked for a few years, before moving to Bengaluru where 

he worked as a casual labourer in construction. ―My wife has been taking care of both our 

children and running the house all throughout. I just kept sending the money, he said. Then, one 

year ago, Majhi decided to come closer home, and took up work in Bhubaneswar, the capital of 

Odisha. ―I would earn around Rs 14,000-15,000 per month, and after my own expenditures on 

food and rent, would send Rs 10,000 home. But ever since the lockdown, my earnings dried up, 

he said.   COVID-19 forced them back home  ―I have had no work and no earnings for the last 

three months, Majhi went on to say, ―Forget supporting my family, we had to take money on 

loan from someone else and they have started asking for it back. They hardly have any savings 

and Majhi said that he has been fishing in the nearby river to sell the produce and sustain the 

family.  

Almost everyone who has thus returned, now say that they don't want to go back to the cities. 

―We are not sending Jaidev back, Minoti said, ―None of the boys in the village who have 

returned home from the big cities are keen on going back. Lopamudra said the same. ―My 

brothers are not even thinking of going back now, she said, ―We are grateful they could 

somehow come back.  To return or not: emotion vs economics  It's an emotional decision, but 
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whether that would stand the test of time, particularly as they have become once again 

vulnerable, stuck in a debt trap and no assured source of a steady income, remains to be seen. 

Boloram Majhi, for instance, said, ―I will return after the coronavirus (pandemic) goes away. 

This fishing will not sustain us. My children's studies have to be taken care of and now we have 

debts to repay. Most families also say that they would prefer if their son, husband, or brother, 

were to find a job closer home, within the state, if they have to return. ―My brothers will look 

for work within the village, maybe as agricultural labourers, and if that doesn't work out, 

somewhere closer home, Lopamudra said. Working on their own field is still not an option.  

Minoti Naik said the same about her son. ―We would prefer if he finds work within Odisha, she 

said.  Debabrat Dash of a local NGO, Pragati Jubok Sangha, said that while the state 

government has taken initiatives to generate employment among the returnee migrant workers, 

it is doubtful if they would remain at home for long. ―Under the employment guarantee 

scheme, for example, migrant workers whose job cards have been dormant will be turned 

active. Online registrations have already started. There will be job opportunities, for example, 

in nutritional garden and vermicomposting units, Dash said,  ―Having said that, the economical 

impact on these workers will still be huge. I am not sure how many would agree to the Rs 207 

per day wage for eight hours of work on a vermicompost pit when they were earning much 

more outside. Dash estimated another five-six months after which some would return to the 

cities.  

The Economic Survey 2016-17, in the chapter, India on the Move and Churning: New 

Evidence, said that a new Cohort-based Migration Metric (CMM) showed that annually inter-

state labour mobility averaged 5-6 million between 2001 and 2011, yielding an inter-state 

migration population of about 60 million.  It went on to add that the first-ever estimate of 

internal work-related migration using railway data for the period 2011-16 indicates an annual 

average flow of close to 9 million people between states. But this is still a conservative figure, 

considering people do not solely travel by train. Buses are another common medium of 

transport. Like the one, Lopamudra's brothers took to return home. ―We know that more 

difficult days are coming upon us, Minoti Naik said, ―Schools will reopen and fee for my other 

two children have to be paid, and we will have to invest some money into preparing our field 

for paddy cultivation. The family cannot cut down their ration furtherthey already have, since 

the last two months.  ―I don't know what the future holds. I don't want to send my son so far 

away for work again, but we will see how everything goes. 

Odisha: Uncertainty plagues fishing industry in state 

https://www.orissapost.com/uncertainty-plagues-fishing-industry-in-state/ 

 "Not a single sector has been left unaffected by the coronavirus pandemic and the state's 

fishing industry is no different. Even though five days have passed since the fishing ban ended, 

not a single fishing trawler has gone into the sea yet. In fact the All Odisha Fish Producers' 

https://www.orissapost.com/uncertainty-plagues-fishing-industry-in-state/
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Association had made it clear June 5 that they would not go into the sea unless the government 

takes a decision with respect to their four demands. Their demands included subsidy on fuel 

and market for fish. They alleged all the activities starting from catching fish to their export to 

foreign countries are a continuous process and they go in a very systematic manner.  Each 

trawler has seven to ten fishermen. They take seven to ten days for a single fishing process. 

They do all the activities starting from returning from the sea with fish to selling them together. 

So it is near impossible for them to maintain social distancing during work.  

Due to the lockdown and shutdown restrictions, export of fish has come to a halt. Since traders 

have also stopped coming to the fish markets, the fish meant for export cannot get their buyers 

either. Similarly the ice factories cannot operate while maintaining social distancing. According 

to trawler owner Rashmi Ranjan Parida, people in his position spend anything between Rs 3 

lakh to Rs 5 lakh for a single round of a trawler getting into waters and return with fish. So, the 

owners prefer not sending trawlers into the sea.  All Odisha Fish Producers' Association, 

president, Kameswar Narayan Praharaj said until and unless the government provides subsidy 

on fuel and create a market for the marine fish, none of them will agree to start fishing. 

Agreeing to Praharaj, Odisha Marine Fish Producers' Association (OMFPA) president Sumant 

Kumar Biswal said the fishing jetty is usually abuzz with activity between June and March. But 

the situation this year is no longer the same. Due to trawlers remaining out of business, 50,000 

people have been affected alone in Paradip. 

Odisha: Balasore fishermen see a ray of hope as lockdown restrictions ease 

https://www.orissapost.com/balasore-fishermen-see-a-ray-of-hope-as-lockdown-

restrictions-ease/  

"Fishermen residing in Balasore district had been facing hardships since the imposition of 

lockdown March 25. With the restrictions easing, they are venturing out into the sea now. In 

spite of heavy rains lashing this place here for the last few days, hundreds of fishermen went 

out to Monday morning for their catch. Most of them wore a big smile on their faces, hopeful 

that the freshly-caught fish would ease their hardships to a certain extent.  These fishermen 

belong to the Udayapur, Talasari, Ranasinghpur, Kirtania, Choumukha, Dagara, Kasaphala and 

Balaramgadi coastal areas in Balasore district. They gathered at their respective jetties early in 

the morning to go out into the sea. Usually the fishermen rent the boats and pay the amount in 

advance to the owners. This year however, the fishermen are facing acute financial crunch due 

to lockdown. So owners have come forward to help them and have given fishermen the boats 

without taking any advance. The owners know that if the fishermen get a good catch, they will 

automatically pay the money back. In the wake of COVID-19 outbreak and imposition of 

lockdown in the district, local fishermen had been facing much difficulty to eke out their living. 

They see a ray of hope even as the district has reported a spike in positive cases. 

https://www.orissapost.com/balasore-fishermen-see-a-ray-of-hope-as-lockdown-restrictions-ease/
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Odisha: Migrant workers: A boat ride home ends with a train journey back to work 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/coronavirus-lockdown-low-wages-

force-fishermen-of-odishas-ganjam-to-return-to-chennai/article31761205.ece 

 "Just six weeks back, they bought a boat to sail from Chennai to Odisha to escape the 

travails of the COVID-19 lockdown and unemployment. But today the fishermen of Ganjam 

are waiting for a train to take them back to their jobs as crew on fishing vessels in Tamil Nadu. 

These Odisha fishermen made a big news splash as they were the first to take the sea route 

home even as millions of other migrant workers set out on foot, as the lockdown closed jobs 

and other options for livelihood and left many facing starvation.  But just weeks after that 

eventful voyage home, Pokala Dilesh is keen to go back to Chennai, faced with low wages of 

just Rs.200 per day from fishing on the Odisha coast and mounting pressure of sustaining his 

family. ―Who does not want to stay at home and make a living with family members around? 

[But] if earning does not meet requirement, it is better to migrate, said Mr. Dilesh, underlining 

the stark reality that he and his fisher colleagues face in Odisha.  M. Bairagi, a fisherman of 

Markandi village, too, had resumed fishing after their post-voyage quarantine, but the meagre 

catch has him worried.  

―The earning from fishing in Odisha will help arrange two square meals a day, but cash for a 

marriage or house construction won't come from the sparse catch here, he said. Mr. Dilesh and 

38 other fishermen are still reeling from the travails of their voyage from Chennai to 

Ramayapatna in Odisha's Ganjam district in April.  Post-lockdown Chennai had posed several 

problems for them, The value of their catch dropped sharply from Rs.50 to Rs.10 per kg after 

the lockdown was announced by the Prime Minister on March 24. Soon, there was nothing to 

do. With uncertainty over train and bus movement growing every day, the group decided to 

return home by sea. They bought a boat with three engines at Rs.1.83 lakh, contributing 

Rs.5000 each. Diesel and food for the journey pushed up costs to Rs.2.20 lakh. Aiming to clock 

six nautical miles per hour, the fishermen thought they could cover 514 nautical miles in 100 

hours. High on hope, they set out on April 24 from Chennai. ―Near Kakinada, one of the 

engines seized and around same time, we faced a nor'wester mid sea. Strong winds almost 

turned our boat upside down. For four hours, we kept praying for a miracle. When it was all 

over, we screamed with joy, recalled Mr. Dilesh.  The group faced another nor'wester off 

Srikakulum coast in Andhra Pradesh, barely over 100 km from their village. The wind was so 

strong that they had to sail in the opposite direction for 20 km. They finally reached their 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/coronavirus-lockdown-low-wages-force-fishermen-of-odishas-ganjam-to-return-to-chennai/article31761205.ece
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coastal village on April 27. And then came the quarantine till May 12. Soon enough, inspired 

by their daring sea voyage, another group of 42 fishermen too made it back to Odisha in a boat 

in the first week of May.  

―We anyway had to return home, said Nanda Dinabandhu of Markandi village, matter-of-factly.  

Their return many not be all that smooth as Pugazhendhi, an owner of two trawlers in Chennai, 

is unwilling to employ rookie fishermen. ―I will only accept seasoned and experienced 

fishermen. A larger fish catch would compensate for the loss I incurred during the lockdown, 

Mr. Pugazhendhi said by telephone from Chennai. This could mean tougher lives for these 

fishermen seeking to return to Chennai. Over the past few years, coastal Odisha villages has 

witnessed growing migration of fishermen to Chennai. ―In Ganjam district alone, 4,000 of the 

36,000 fisherman migrate to other States for higher income. The fish landing centres in Odisha 

have neither ice plants nor cold storages. Market linkage is abysmally poor, K. Alleya, General 

Secretary of Orissa Traditional Fish Workers Union, told this reporter. 

Odisha: Trawler owners go on strike 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/jun/06/trawler-owners-go-on-

strike-2152882.html 

 "Trawler and mechanised vessel owners under the banner of Akhila Utkal Fish Producers' 

Mahasangh on Friday launched an indefinite strike demanding compensation for loss suffered 

due to drastic reduction in fishing days, exemption of VAT from diesel and loans at low 

interest rates.The Mahasangh in a meeting with fishermen associations and vessel owners 

highlighted the issues that have crippled their sector. While nearly 50 per cent of Odisha's 

territorial waters are closed for mechanised fishing, the number of days allowed for fishing has 

also been reduced from 240 to less than 100.  Compounded by the diesel price hike, the costs of 

operations have gone up substantially, affecting the livelihood of fishermen. The cost of a 

single fishing trip has gone up to `3 lakh to `4 lakh in the face of diminishing catch. The 

coronavirus outbreak has added to the woes.Lamenting lack of support by the Government, 

Mahasangha president Kameswar Narayan Praharaj said, ―We will not resume fishing activities 

unless our problems are addressed. They have also demanded health screening of crew 

members at Paradip fishing harbour. 

 

 

 

 

Odisha: Restored Chilika Lake benefitted over 2 lakh fishermen 
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https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/restored-chilika-lake-benefitted-over-2-lakh-

fishermen-

iitm/1849686?fbclid=IwAR1KrXZce6cBKEDCu_5TGtIzDvs6hy36IJVrni4jZiGkeBgk7cw

wxXefoHI 

 "The Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT-M) on Friday said its researchers 

undertook a major restoration project at the famous Chilika Lake - the largest brackish water 

body in Asia and the first Ramsar site of India - located in Odisha to help in tripling the 

population of the Irrawaddy dolphins while also benefitting over 2 lakh fishermen. According 

to IIT-M, its intervention in the year 2000 and continuous monitoring since then has benefitted 

over 200,000 fishermen living in 132 villages as it resulted in a seven-fold increase of fish 

catch and tourists to co-exist with the lake ecosystem with minimal disturbance to the 

environment.  Due to the successful restoration, the lake was removed from the threatened list 

(Montreux record) 1st from Asia. Chilika Development Authority also received the Ramsar 

Wetland Conservation Award and Evian special prize 2002 for outstanding achievement. In 

1981, Chilika Lake was designated the first Indian wetland of international importance under 

the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of International Importance, an international treaty for the 

conservation of wetlands.  

The Chilika lagoon is over 4,000 years old and spread over the Puri, Khurda and Ganjam 

districts of Odisha. The highly productive ecosystem of the lake supports the livelihood for 

fishermen and also acts as drainage for Mahanadi river basin.  The lake was in a degraded 

condition and included in the threatened list (Montreux Record) by Ramsar Convention in 

1993. This warranted urgent action for restoration of the lake. The hydrodynamic regime of the 

lagoon was affected due to shifting of the mouth towards the northeast and subsequent 

reduction of seawater into the lake. Consequently, the ecology, biodiversity and economy of the 

area were also affected. The present study deals with the intervention carried out in October 

2000 to open the mouth 18 kms south of the shifted mouth, IITM said. ""The Chilika Lake was 

restored with a cost of Rs 10 crore by opening the mouth and other related works in six 

months'' time which has resulted in fish catch worth Rs 100 crore and revenue of Rs 35 crore 

due to tourism every year,"" R. Sundaravadivelu, Institute Chair Professor, Department of 

Ocean Engineering, IIT-M said. 

  

 

 

Odisha: Govt to promote livelihood, wage employment projects in villages 

https://ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/odisha-govt-to-promote-livelihood-wage-

employment-projects-in-villages-  

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/restored-chilika-lake-benefitted-over-2-lakh-fishermen-iitm/1849686?fbclid=IwAR1KrXZce6cBKEDCu_5TGtIzDvs6hy36IJVrni4jZiGkeBgk7cwwxXefoHI
https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/restored-chilika-lake-benefitted-over-2-lakh-fishermen-iitm/1849686?fbclid=IwAR1KrXZce6cBKEDCu_5TGtIzDvs6hy36IJVrni4jZiGkeBgk7cwwxXefoHI
https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/restored-chilika-lake-benefitted-over-2-lakh-fishermen-iitm/1849686?fbclid=IwAR1KrXZce6cBKEDCu_5TGtIzDvs6hy36IJVrni4jZiGkeBgk7cwwxXefoHI
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"Odisha Government has geared up its administrative machinery for promoting livelihood and 

wage employment activities in rural areas in the post-lockdown scenario.Chief Secretary Asit 

Tripathy has directed Collectors of all districts to ""take up more number of employment 

intensive projects under MGNREGS and Odisha Livelihood Mission (OLM)"", said an official 

press release issued today. Tripathy has also directed different departments, more particularly, 

the departments of Forest & Environment, Soil Conservation, Horticulture, Sericulture, 

Fisheries & Animal Resource Departments, Agriculture & Farmers Empowerment and ST & 

SC Development to take up more and more projects under MGNREGS for enhancing daily 

labour engagement, the release added.   Strategies to be followed for boosting up the number of 

projects and their implementation figured in the meeting. Chief Secretary Tripathy directed to 

plan the projects systematically so as to create sustainable community assets in different sectors 

of rural economy. Development Commissioner Suresh Chandra Mohapatra advised that the 

DMF districts may give additional daily wage in MGNREGS projects for attracting more 

labourers. Principal Secretary Panchayati Raj & Drinking Water Deo Ranjan Kumar Singh 

suggested issuing of new job cards to the willing migrant workers who have returned back from 

different states due to Covid-19.    

Collectors were directed to start at least two works in each village by first week of June. It was 

decided to sanction and implement the MNREGS projects on campaign mode. Further, it was 

decided to take up the employment intensive projects like farm pond, nutri-garden, and trench 

around all forest areas, large scale plantation, stop dam, fodder cultivation, horticulture, 

sericulture, field bonding, and water-shed development along with other asset creation works. 

The critical gap projects and innovative projects not defined under NAREGA could be taken up 

in convergence with OLM. Tripathy directed to ""fix weekly man-days target for each line 

department and monitor those closely on weekly basis"".  Development Commissioner 

Mohapatra directed to ""plan the projects in such a manner that the scale of person-days 

generation does not come down during the rainy season"". The meeting decided the strategy for 

generating 20 lakh man-days per day by May 31, 2020. As of today, around 12 lakh man-day 

generation has been achieved in the State. The Chief Secretary directed 100% timely payment 

of the wages. Development Commissioner Suresh Chandra Mohapatra, Additional Chief 

Secretary Forest & Environment Mona Sharma, Principal Secretary Panchayati Raj & Drinking 

Water Deo Ranjan Kumar Singh along Principal Secretaries and Secretaries of concerned 

departments participated in the discussions. Director Special Projects Rajesh Patil placed the 

updates for discussion. 

West Bengal and Odisha: Cyclone Amphan destroyed homes, uprooted trees and flooded 

hundreds of villages  

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/amphan-aftermath-seawater-destroys-farmland-

sundarbans-200525163714035.html 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/amphan-aftermath-seawater-destroys-farmland-sundarbans-200525163714035.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/05/amphan-aftermath-seawater-destroys-farmland-sundarbans-200525163714035.html
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 "The Indian government has deployed soldiers to help with rescue and relief efforts after 

Cyclone Amphan hit the country's eastern coast last week. More than 20 rivers have breached 

their banks and seawater is seeping into farmlands in the Sundarbans mangroves region - a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site.   

West Bengal and Odisha: Amphan cyclone: IRDAI asks insurers to hasten settlement of 

claims 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/amphan-cyclone-irdai-asks-

insurers-to-hasten-settlement-of-claims/article31668137.ece 

 "The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has directed 

insurers to hasten settlement of claims pertaining to the cyclone Amphan. In a circular, it said 

there were reports of loss of human lives and loss of belongings in the cyclone-affected 

districts, primarily in West Bengal and Odisha. It also wreaked havoc in Odisha, damaging 

power and telecom infrastructure.  ―Initiate immediate action to ensure that all reported claims 

are registered and eligible claims are settled expeditiously, the regulator said. As per the 

circular, insurers have to nominate a senior officer to act as a nodal officer in the State 

concerned to liaise with the State administration to facilitate identification of policyholders 

among the deceased due to the cyclone.  With regard to claims involving loss of life, where 

difficulty is experienced in obtaining a death certificate due to non-recovery of body, it asked 

the insurers to follow the process as in the case of the Chennai floods in 2015. ―A suitably 

simplified process/procedure including relaxations in the usual requirements wherever feasible 

may be considered to expedite claims settlement, the circular said. With a view to adhering to 

the Covid-19 pandemic and limiting direct/indirect social contact, insurers have been advised to 

encourage their policyholders/claimants to adopt e-modes, wherever possible for 

correspondence. The staff must be duly sensitised to deal with policyholders/claimants with 

empathy and concern, it added. The insurance companies have also been asked to file State-

wise progress reports on claims settled on weekly basis. 

  

 

Odisha: Over 44.45 Lakh People Affected Due To Cyclone Amphan 

https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-amphan-over-44-45-lakh-people-affected-due-

to-cyclone-amphan-in-odisha-2234146 

 "Cyclone Amphan has affected over 44.45 lakh people in 9833 villages and 22 urban 

bodies in Odisha, while no confirmed cases of human casualty has been reported so far in the 

state. In its Report on Restoration and Damage Assessment, Odisha government said, ""The 

Super Cyclonic Storm ""AMPHAN"" passed along the coast of Odisha and crossed the West 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/amphan-cyclone-irdai-asks-insurers-to-hasten-settlement-of-claims/article31668137.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/money-and-banking/amphan-cyclone-irdai-asks-insurers-to-hasten-settlement-of-claims/article31668137.ece
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-amphan-over-44-45-lakh-people-affected-due-to-cyclone-amphan-in-odisha-2234146
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/cyclone-amphan-over-44-45-lakh-people-affected-due-to-cyclone-amphan-in-odisha-2234146
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Bengal coast close to Sunderban in the evening of May 20. Due to the impact of the cyclone 10 

districts of Odisha (Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapada, Jagatsinghpur, Mayurbhanj, Cuttack, 

Jajpur, Keonjhar, Khordha, and Puri) have been affected.""  Four of them (i.e. Balasore, 

Bhadrak, Kendrapada and Jagatsinghpur) have been affected more severely. 9833 number of 

villages, 1558 Gram Panchayats in 92 Blocks and 272 Wards in 22 Urban Local Bodies have 

been affected in 10 districts. ""44,44,896 population has been affected in the above mentioned 

districts. 8,72,049 livestock have been affected. Due to the impact of the cyclone about 500 

numbers of houses have been fully damaged and 15000 numbers of houses got partially 

damaged. 28 large animals, 9 small animal, and 3680 poultry birds perished. No confirmed 

cases of human casualty reported so far,"" the report read.   

According to the report, about 2, 00, 346 people were evacuated to safe shelters. 210 Mobile 

Medical Teams have been deployed in the affected areas for providing immediate medical 

assistance to the affected people. 75 veterinary teams have been deployed in the affected areas 

for ensuring animal care. 79 number of veterinary doctors and 310 para-vets and attendants 

engaged. 32 animal health camps have been organised and 1242 number of animals treated. 900 

number of animals vaccinated, the report said.  House damage enumeration is going on in full 

swing and is expected to be completed by May 26, 2020. All Officials of Government engaged 

in damage assessment and restoration activities are not allowed to avail any public holidays till 

the assessment and restoration works are completed. ""As per preliminary damage assessment 

of power infrastructure 34 km of 33 KV lines, 453 km of 11 KV lines, 680 km of LT lines and 

2439 number of distribution transformers have been damaged. 85 per cent of the affected 

consumers have got back power. Restoration is in full swing and complete restoration is 

expected by May 23,"" the report states. 4930 number of telecom sites are fully/partially 

damaged in Balasore, Bhadrak, Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapad and Mayurbhanj districts. 90 per 

cent of total mobile sites have already been made functional.  About 1 lakh hectare of all crops 

area damaged. Assessment is going on and is expected to be completed by May 26. For water 

supply, no major damages have been reported. 93 per cent PWS are already operational with 

power supply restoration in rural areas. Power supplies to all affected PWS are expected to be 

restored by May 23.  

However, water supply with alternate power system is already going on and as such all 

consumers are getting water supplies. 81 water tankers have been engaged for drinking water 

supply. In urban areas power supply has been restored to 376 pump houses out of 401 affected 

due to the cyclone and 25 number of DG sets are being engaged for the remaining pump houses 

to ensure continuous water supply. 55 number of water tankers are also engaged for providing 

drinking water. As per preliminary reports, 14 boats have been fully damaged, 41 others 

partially damaged and 41 nets have damaged fully. As many as 4000 trees were uprooted in 

Cuttack/Balasore (WL) Division, while 2000 trees got uprooted in Astarang Range. 

Odisha: Cyclone Amphan brings relief to quarantined migrant workers 
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https://www.orissapost.com/cyclone-amphan-brings-relief-to-quarantined-migrant-

workers-in-odisha/  

"Cyclone Amphan may have brought trails of misery for many. However, it also did pleasantly 

surprise some migrant returnees who were asked to vacate the shelter homes. At a number of 

places cyclone shelter homes are being used as quarantine centres.  Mandatory quarantine 

exempted Around 2,000 migrants in the coastal districts of Odisha were exempted from the 

mandatory institutional quarantine. All of them had tested negative for COVID-19. ―The 

returnees in temporary health camps (THCs) were subjected to COVID-19 tests. And those 

who tested negative were sent to their respective homes, Jagatsinghpur District Collector 

Sangram Mohapatra said. ―They were directed to remain under self isolation for 28 days, he 

added.   Converting quarantine centres into cyclone shelters the move was aimed at vacating 

some of the temporary quarantine centres and turning them into cyclone shelters. All health 

camps were thoroughly sanitised before conversion, Mohapatra stated. ―Altogether 815 people 

quarantined in 39 camps were provided the opportunity to return home and maintain self 

isolation, Mohapatra said.  

―They have submitted a written undertaking that they would not violate the isolation norms, he 

added.  Amphan affects large numbers Nearly 45 lakh people in Odisha have been adversely 

affected by the extremely severe cyclonic storm Amphan. At least two lakh people were 

evacuated from the vulnerable areas of Odisha ahead of the landfall. Several people have also 

been rendered homeless by the storm.  Relief for Kendrapara migrant inmates  In Kendrapara, 

around 250 migrant workers were sent home after their COVID-19 tests confirmed that they 

have not contacted the infection. ―Eight health camps that had been housing quarantined people 

over the past two months are now serving as cyclone shelters. Over 250 have been asked to 

maintain self isolation at home, Kendrapara District Collector Samarth Verma said. Those sent 

home were provided with their COVID-19 test reports. This was done as there were 

apprehensions that locals might stop them from entering the villages. ―We have received no 

report of resistance shown to any of the migrants sent home, Verma said.  Happy homecoming  

Similar measures were undertaken in parts of Balasore and Bhadrak districts, officials said. A 

Gujarat-returned labourer, who was allowed to go home, said he cannot wait to meet his loved 

ones. ―I had undertaken a long and painful journey to return to Odisha. I wanted to go home 

and rest, said the migrant worker in Balasore who did not wish to be named. 

Odisha: Cyclone Amphan hit 100,000 ha farmland: Odisha minister 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/agriculture/cyclone-amphan-hit-100-000-ha-

farmland-odisha-minister-71321 

 "Two days after Cyclone Amphan brushed past coastal Odisha causing heavy rains and 

gale, farmers reported widespread damage to paddy crops in state's Balasore, Bhadrak, 

Mayurbhanj, Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur districts. Heavy rain lashed north and coastal parts 

https://www.orissapost.com/cyclone-amphan-brings-relief-to-quarantined-migrant-workers-in-odisha/
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of Odisha for three days, destroying paddy crop in the harvesting stage. Farmers said the next 

two-three weeks were crucial to assess the damage to their farmlands. ―All our crops are 

destroyed. How will we return the bank loans? said Jagannath Sahoo (45), a farmer from 

Balasore district.  Revenue and disaster management minister Sudam Marandi said on May 22: 

―Around 100,000 hectare of agricultural land has been damaged. The state government has 

directed officials to assess the damage caused to agricultural land in next three days, and that 

caused to houses and buildings in a week. He added that all affected farmers will be provided 

loans and seeds.  

The cyclone has already dealt a severe blow to the agricultural economy of several areas 

washing away standing summer paddy crops; farmers now fear heavier losses if the rainwater is 

not flushed out from their cultivable lands soon, said Umesh Chandra Singh, vice-president of 

Kisan Sabha state unit.  Singh attributed the farmers' loss to the ‗faulty' agricultural policy of 

the government. He said the government hasn't yet formulated a concrete policy to help farmers 

insure their agricultural lands and get compensation. Amphan also left in lurch around 50,000 

betel-vine farmers in Balasore, Bhadrak, Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur districts. Millions of 

green betel leaves in paan farms were ruined by heavy rains accompanied by high velocity 

winds, said Bhagirathi Das, betel-vine farmer from Balasore district. ―Had there been no 

cyclone, we would be busy harvesting paan by now, said Niranjan Swain, a 47-year-old farmer 

from village Dhinkia in Jagatsinghpur district.  Another affected farmer said Balasore was 

known as the ‗paan bowl of Odisha', but ―Amphan damaged their back. ―I spent around Rs 2 

lakh to build paan farms and planted paan saplings over one acre land. But the cyclone 

flattened my farms, said Sankar Mallick of Gobindapur village in Jagatsinghpur district. 

Odisha: How Odisha dealt with Cyclone Amphan while battling Covid-19 pandemic 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/how-odisha-dealt-with-cyclone-amphan-while-

battling-covid-19-pandemic-1681257-2020-05-24 

 "In the year 1999, Odisha faced a super cyclone which took thousands of lives. So when 

Naveen Patnaik became chief minister in 2000, the first work he started on a priority basis was 

to build a robust disaster management department in Odisha the state is prone to natural 

calamities. In the last 18 months, Odisha has faced as many as five cyclones. Baring Cyclone 

Fani, Odisha was successful in pushing the death toll in the cyclones to single digits.  The 

reporter who wrote this article has been covering cyclones faced by the state in recent years 

closely, whether it was Phailin or Hud Hud or Cyclone Titli or the most recent super cyclone 

Fani which wrecked havoc in the state last year. Cyclonic storm Amphan left a trail of 

destruction in coastal Odisha, as gusty winds battered coastal Odisha uprooting many trees, 

electric poles and caused extensive damage to standing crops besides damaging kutcha houses 

in the state. Nearly 45 lakh people in 1,500 panchayats in 89 blocks in 10 districts have been 

affected in Odisha.   

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/how-odisha-dealt-with-cyclone-amphan-while-battling-covid-19-pandemic-1681257-2020-05-24
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As the extremely severe cyclone Amphan inched closer, the Odisha government rolled up its 

sleeves and took all precautionary measures, including evacuation of the people to meet the 

zero causality target set by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik. Just as the IMD issued warning, the 

Odisha government began its cyclone preparations which included evacuation, movement of 

people in low-lying areas and kutcha houses to cyclone shelters, safeguarding Rabi crops in 

mandis, deployment of ODRAF, NDRF teams, among other measures.  The disaster 

management department of Odisha was activated immediately. The first step they took was to 

evacuate as many people as they could from the coastal districts. Till Wednesday morning, the 

state administration evacuated nearly 1.5 lakh people in coastal areas. The challenges for the 

state government were that the shelter homes they had built for the cyclone were already turned 

into quarantine centres for migrant returning to the state. The state turned the centres back into 

shelter homes. Balasore Collector K Sudarshan Chakravorty told India Today, ""We are strictly 

adhering to social distancing norms while shifting people from low lying areas to shelter 

homes.""   

On Wednesday evening when Cyclone Amphan moved from Odisha towards Bengal, almost 

85 per cent of the power restoration work was done and trees were cleared from the roads. The 

restoration work was underway on a war-footing in the state as instructed by the CM and chief 

secretary to the district administration. Kendrapara Collector Samant Verma told India Today 

that 85 per cent of the restoration has been completed and complete power will be restored by 

Friday. After briefing Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Odisha Chief Secretary Asit Kumar 

Tripathi said, ""We are already a leader in the business of saving lives during natural 

calamities. Odisha happens to be most vulnerable state in the country in terms of cyclone. In 

last 18 months, we have faced five cyclones.""   

""During our presentation with PM Modi, we said the road forward for Odisha is to strengthen 

our infrastructure and make it cyclone resilient, the priorities are power infrastructure housing 

and livelihood,"" he added. PM Modi deeply appreciated Odisha's efforts in handling the 

cyclone while also battling a global pandemic. PM Modi said, ""Due to the well established 

processes in Odisha, many lives were saved. I congratulate the people and the government of 

Odisha."" He said Odisha has earned a very good name in rescue, relief and restoration. The 

PM also said that he would be happy if the central government could partner with the Odisha 

government.  PM Modi even said that the good work of Odisha should be well documented. He 

said Odisha's model of fighting a natural calamity at the time of a pandemic, will be a case 

study for other states. A university will be tasked to document our best practices so that it 

becomes useful for other states at the time of natural calamities, he added. 

Odisha: Cyclone Amphan: Houses damaged, but relief eludes Odisha villagers 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/22/cyclone-amphan-houses-

damaged-but-relief-eludes-odisha-villagers--2146556.html 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/22/cyclone-amphan-houses-damaged-but-relief-eludes-odisha-villagers--2146556.html
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 "Even as cyclone Amphan caused extensive damage to kutcha houses in Jagatsinghpur, 

relief has not reached the affected people in the worst affected parts. The cyclone blew away 

roofs of thousands of thatched houses in Erasama, Kujang, Tirtol blocks and areas under 

Paradip Municipality. The worst affected has been Erasama. In many cases, kutcha houses were 

damaged as trees fell on them under the impact of the storm. While most of the people in these 

areas were shifted to cyclone shelters and other facilities before the cyclone, they returned to 

their houses on Wednesday evening to find them roofless and with damaged walls.  Ward 

member of Ambiki panchayat Bibek Maiti said most of the people whose houses have been 

partially or completely damaged are not beneficiaries of any Government housing scheme. Sea 

water entered villages of Adivasipada, Mahalisahi under the panchayat and completely 

damaged houses of 20 families.  

―Those affected are yet to get polythene sheets or food materials. No Government official or 

politician has reached the villages so far, he said.  Ratnakar Das of Gobindpur village under 

Erasama block lost the roof of his house to Amphan. He has used an old tattered polythene 

sheet to cover the damaged house so that his family of five can sleep in the night. As per 

preliminary assessment in Erasama, 2692 houses have been partially damaged. Revenue 

inspectors are assessing the number of houses completely damaged in the cyclone. Tehsildar 

Chittaranjan Mohanta said polythene sheets have not been provided yet as damage assessment 

is underway and would take some more days. ―Only those with completely damaged houses 

will get polythene sheets, he said.  On the other hand, power is yet to be restored in the three 

blocks and Paradip Municipality areas where more than 1000 electric poles were bent by the 

cyclonic storm.Executive Engineer of CESU, Paradip, Smrutiranjan Swain electricity has been 

restored for 10,000 customers in Paradip town and work in rural areas is on. ―Power restoration 

in villages may take two to three days more as many of the 33 KV substations have been 

affected, the officer informed. Agriculture officials informed that paddy, cashew nut, betel 

vines and vegetable crops in at least 4000 acre of land across the district have been damaged. 

Odisha: Cyclone Amphan: Four days on, seaside villages still ‘powerless’ 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/25/cyclone-amphan-four-

days-on-seaside-villages-still-powerless-2147652.html 

 "Electricity supply is yet to be restored in seaside villages in the district even after four 

days since Amphan passed along the region. With no power, people in the affected villages are 

cut-off from the rest of the world and owing to non-availability of kerosene, they left in the 

lurch. Bagapatia, Okilapala, Singarapala, Gartagandia, Gupti, Banabiharipur, Hariharapur, 

Kanafuleia, Uttarsuniti, Kansarabadadandua  and other seaside villages of the district are the 

worst hit due to extensive damage to power infrastructure. ―Most of the cyclone-hit seaside 

villages are yet to get electricity supply. Electric poles, wires and other infrastructure were 

damaged in the storm, plunging these areas into darkness, said Sudrashan Rout of Bagapatia in 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/25/cyclone-amphan-four-days-on-seaside-villages-still-powerless-2147652.html
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Rajnagar block.   A trip to Gupti village is like a journey back in time. ―We are living in 

darkness and pray that the damaged electric poles are repaired soon as promised by the 

authorities, said Tapan Jena of the village. For women in such villages, all household chores 

have to be completed before sunset. ―For us, life begins and sets with the sun. After sunset, 

there is nothing to do in the village, said Harischandra Manna of Uttarsuniti village in 

Mahakalapada block. An official said in some remote villages, where the roads are damaged, 

restoration of electricity may take more than a month. District emergency officer Sambeet 

Satapathy said as many as 15.22 lakh people of 1,592 villages and 41 wards in two civic bodies 

of the district were affected by the storm. He assured restoration work is being carried out on 

war footing. 

  

 

 

Odisha: Cyclone Amphan hits Odisha: Farmers lose crops, fishermen boats 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/21/cyclone-amphan-hits-

odisha-farmers-lose-crops-fishermen-boats--2146032.html 

 "Jagatsinghpur suffered widespread damage as cyclone Amphan pumped gale wind 

reaching 106 kmph and heavy rains into the district as it made its way towards West Bengal 

along Odisha coast on Wednesday.While no casualty was reported, trees and electric poles 

were uprooted and thatched roofs blown away in many parts. Coastal villages of Dhinkia, 

Nuagaon, Gadakujanga, Ambiki, Gadaharishpur and Padmapur panchayats under Erasama 

block were the worst hit.   Paddy and green gram crops that had been harvested and stocked by 

farmers were completely damaged in the heavy rains. Besides, around 1500 betel vines in 

Dhinkia, Nuagaon and Gadakujang panchayats were battered by the strong winds. Fishermen of 

Sandhkuda and Nehru Bangla areas under Paradip Municipality limits have also been hit as 

their boats and fishing nets were damaged. Local councillor Jagannath Rao said 20 boats with 

nets were completely damaged and at least 50 huts of fishermen were partially destroyed by the 

winds.  Even as the district administration had decided to evacuate 25,000 people to safety, it 

could only shift 16,840 persons to 299 cyclone shelters by 11 pm on Tuesday.  

Besides, 5,000 people shifted to private buildings and educational institutions on their own.  In 

Padmapur panchayat, sea water entered villages of Ramatara, Siali, Kalabedi, Sankha, 

Badabellari and Kiyamunda. Due to seawater ingress and roads being blocked with trees, relief 

could not reach affected villagers in these areas. Sarpanch of the panchayat Keshab Chandra 

Patra informed that a large number of asbestos and thatched roofs were blown away by the 

cyclonic storm.  ―My thatched house was completely damaged in last year's Fani and we had to 

rebuild it. Today when I returned to my house after the weather cleared, the situation was the 

same. The roof has been blown away and mud walls damaged, said Subash Pani, a villager of 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/21/cyclone-amphan-hits-odisha-farmers-lose-crops-fishermen-boats--2146032.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/21/cyclone-amphan-hits-odisha-farmers-lose-crops-fishermen-boats--2146032.html
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Gobindpur.Collector Sangram Keshari Mohapatra said immediately after the storm passed, 

road clearance and power restoration works were started by NDRF, ODRAF and fire fighters.  

All roads that were blocked due to trees in areas under Paradip Municipality, Erasama, Kujang, 

Balikuda and Jagatsinghpur were cleared by night. People who were evacuated and lodged in 

cyclone shelters and similar facilities are being provided cooked food.  According to Met 

department, from Tuesday morning to 8.30 am on Wednesday, Paradip received 214 mm 

rainfall. Meanwhile, none of the industries and Paradip Port reported any damage to 

infrastructure. Chairman of Paradip Port Trust, Rinkesh Roy said all steps were taken to 

minimise impact of the cyclone on the port. 

Odisha: Cyclone Amphan impact – Fish godown washed away in Ganjam’s 

Ramayapatana 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4cTYEw3F_Y 

"Cyclone Amphan impact - Fish godown washed away in Ganjam's Ramayapatana Video is 

available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4cTYEw3F_Y 

West Bengal and Odisha: Cyclone ‘Amphan’ batters Bengal, Odisha as 650,000 evacuated 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/cyclone-amphan-batters-

bengal-odisha-as-6-5-lakh-evacuated-3-dead-120052100037_1.html 

 "An extremely severe cyclone packing winds of up to 190 kmph Wednesday rampaged 

through coastal Odisha and West Bengal, dumping heavy rain, swamping homes and farmland, 

and leaving at least three people dead, officials said. While man and a woman were reported 

killed when trees came crashing down on them in North 24 Parganas district of West Bengal, a 

13-year-old girl died in a similar incident in adjoining Howrah. No casualties have been 

reported from Odisha yet. West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, who is monitoring 

the situation from Nabanna, the state secretariat, however, claimed at least 10-12 people lost 

their lives.  ""Area after area has been ruined. I have experienced a war-like situation today. At 

least 10-12 people have died. Nandigram, Ramnagar....the two districts of North and South 24 

Parganas are destroyed,"" she said. After making landfall at 2.30 p.m. between Digha in West 

Bengal and Hatiya Island in Bangladesh, cyclone Amphan cut a swathe through the coastal 

areas, flattening fragile dwellings, uprooting trees and electric poles. At least 6.58 lakh people 

were evacuated in West Bengal and Odisha before the cyclone struck.   

""The forward sector of the wall cloud region is entering into land in West Bengal. The 

intensity of the cyclone near its centre as the landfall process started was recorded at 160-170 

kmph, gusting to 190 kmph,"" the weather department said. NDRF chief S N Pradhan told a 

press conference in New Delhi that 20 teams of the federal disaster response force had already 

begun road clearing operations in Odisha, while the 19 units deployed in West Bengal were 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S4cTYEw3F_Y
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/cyclone-amphan-batters-bengal-odisha-as-6-5-lakh-evacuated-3-dead-120052100037_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/current-affairs/cyclone-amphan-batters-bengal-odisha-as-6-5-lakh-evacuated-3-dead-120052100037_1.html
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shifting people to safety. Quoting figures made available by the two states, Pradhan said over 5 

lakh people were evacuated in West Bengal and more than 1.58 lakh in Odisha.  TV footage 

showed gigantic tidal waves crashing into a seawall in Digha, close to the landfall site. Thick 

sheets of rain blurred the vast coastline in the two states and surging waters engulfed mud-and-

thatch houses, flattening them in a trice. Heavy machinery was moved in to clear the roads 

blocked by falling trees. A video clip of an under-construction Kolkata skyscraper showed huge 

aluminium sheets flying like bird feathers in air. India Meteorological Department (IMD) 

Director General Mrityunjay Mohapatra, who jointly addressed the media with Pradhan, said 

gale-strength winds speeding at 160-170 kmph were pounding South and North 24 Parganas 

and East Midnapore districts and could be gusting up to 185 kmph. He said the wall of the eye 

of the monster cyclone, the most explosive part of a cyclonic system, triggered copious rain in 

the three districts. The eye of the storm itself was 30 km in diameter, he said. Mohapatra said 

the intensity of the rain and winds accompanying it could deceptively look like ebbing away 

briefly, but will surge afresh once the rear sector of the storm has reached the landmass.  The 

whole cyclonic system reached the landmass by 7 pm, before moving forward in fury. Reports 

arriving in Kolkata from North and South 24 Parganas and East Midnapore said roofs of 

thatched houses were blown away, electric poles got twisted and hundreds of trees broken and 

uprooted. Streets and homes in low lying areas of Kolkata were swamped with rainwater. 

Alipore in central Kolkata recorded a massive 222 mm of rainfall and Dumdum 194 mm 

between 8 am and 8:30 pm.  

Even when the rain stopped in most parts of Kolkata after 9 pm, high-velocity winds continued 

to sweep the metropolis and its satellite towns.  Almost the entire city was plunged into 

darkness since the evening as electric supply either got snapped due to rain and wind or was 

suspended as a precautionary measure. Cell phone services were disrupted in many places. 

Despite losing its force a bit since Tuesday, the storm, which was categorised as super cyclone 

at one point of time, left the two eastern states on edge as it hollered on its destructive path. 

Mamata Banerjee said the enormity of the devastation will become clearer by Thursday when 

the storm will have passed over the state. In Odisha, intense rainfall was recorded in several 

areas of Puri, Khurda, Jagatsinghpur, Cuttack, Kendrapara, Jajpur, Ganjam, Ganjam, Bhadrak 

and Balasore districts since Tuesday.   

The rains and high-velocity winds ebbed away by late Wednesday night but not before causing 

massive damage to standing crops, plantations and infrastructure. Tidal surge of up to five 

metres occured in North and South 24 Parganas and East Midnapore districts of West Bengal, 

inundating vast tracts of land, officials said. The turbulence will likely extend to Assam and 

Meghalaya, triggering heavy to very heavy rain on Thursday. Mohapatra said since the time the 

depression formed over the Bay of Bengal on May 20 till the cyclone made the landfall, the 

IMDs predictions about the path it will take and the timing was accurate and helped the disaster 

response machinery strategise and execute the plans to minimise the damage effectively. The 
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cyclonic storm will get weaker while crossing over Nadia and Murshidabad in West Bengal 

later tonight before entering Bangladesh as a deep depression and dissipating. 

  

 

 

West Bengal and Odisha: Fishing activities suspended till May 20 

https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/265138704/fishing-activities-suspended-in-west-

bengal-odisha-till-may-20 

 "India Meteorological Department (IMD) on Tuesday issued a warning to suspend all 

fishing activities in West Bengal and Odisha till May 20, in the wake of super cyclone 

Amphan.  Several fishermen at Odisha's Bhadrak were seen parking their boats at the dock 

today morning. Notably, Bhadrak is one of the six districts expected to be affected due to the 

cyclone. Notably, 15 NDRF teams have been deployed in different districts of Odisha. They are 

already in the field and are creating awareness among public and fishermen on evacuation and 

safety measures.  Five teams are also ready in Mundali to meet the exigency. Chief Secretary, 

Odisha and Additional Chief Secretary, West Bengal apprised National Crisis Management 

Committee (NCMC) of preparatory measures taken by them. They informed that evacuation of 

people from the low lying areas is being carried out, Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) said in 

the letter. ""36 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) teams are currently deployed in both 

states. Rescuerelief teams of ArmyNavy along with shipsaircraft of Navy, Air ForceCoast 

Guard have been put on standby,"" it added. 

Odisha: Nabarangpur fish farmers hail PMMSY package during lockdown 

https://pragativadi.com/nabarangpur-fish-farmers-hail-pmmsy-package-during-

lockdown/ 

 "The fish farmers of Nabarangpur district have lauded Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 

his Rs 20000 cr package under PMMSY during the lockdown. They have termed the financial 

package as most important as the government has set the target production of 70 lakh tonne in 

five years. This will create 55 lakh employment avenues in the sector.  The fish export will be 

doubled with the financial stimulus being given to the fishing community and farmers. Praising 

PM Modi for providing the fish farmers the much needed help and financial assistance, Irfan 

Khan of Taragaon in Nabarangpur district said he has taken up pisciculture in one hectare of 

pond and the package will greatly help him. Khan said the aid will help him to carry on his 

business as before. The lockdown has slowed down the activity, but PM's package has come as 

a balm on his wounds.  Khan further said the fish farmers of the district will benefit immensely 

from the PM's package. Under the PMMSY, the Centre has announced Rs 11000 cr for fishing 

https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/265138704/fishing-activities-suspended-in-west-bengal-odisha-till-may-20
https://www.bignewsnetwork.com/news/265138704/fishing-activities-suspended-in-west-bengal-odisha-till-may-20
https://pragativadi.com/nabarangpur-fish-farmers-hail-pmmsy-package-during-lockdown/
https://pragativadi.com/nabarangpur-fish-farmers-hail-pmmsy-package-during-lockdown/
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and Rs 9000 cr for fishing harbor and cold chain. The fish farmers and their boats will be 

covered with insurance under the scheme. 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Cyclone Amphan: Fishing activities suspended in Indian states of West Bengal, Odisha till 

May 20  

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-amphan-fishing-activities-

suspended-in-west-bengal-odisha-till-may-20/story-xea993CLa7thWMzFxf6J1O.html 

 "The India Meteorological Department (IMD) on Tuesday issued a warning to suspend 

all fishing activities in the states of West Bengal and Odisha till May 20, in the wake of super 

cyclone Amphan.  Several fishermen at Odisha's Bhadrak were seen parking their boats at the 

dock today morning.  Notably, Bhadrak is one of the six districts expected to be affected due to 

the cyclone.  Notably, 15 National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) teams have been deployed 

in different districts of Odisha. They are already in the field and are creating awareness among 

public and fishermen on evacuation and safety measures.  Five teams are also ready in Mundali 

to meet the exigency.  Chief Secretary, Odisha and Additional Chief Secretary, West Bengal 

apprised National Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) of preparatory measures taken by 

them. They informed that evacuation of people from the low lying areas is being carried out, 

Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) said in the letter.  ―36 National Disaster Response Force 

(NDRF) teams are currently deployed in both states. Rescue & relief teams of Army & Navy 

along with ships & aircraft of Navy, Air Force & Coast Guard have been put on standby, it 

added. 

West Bengal and Odisha: Cyclone Amphan to intensify into super cyclone! Severe cyclone 

likely to hit Odisha, Bengal, warns IMD 

https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/cyclone-amphan-to-intensify-into-

super-cyclone-severe-cyclone-likely-to-hit-odisha-bengal-warns-imd/1962491/ 

 "The IMD and Odisha government have warned fishermen have been advised not to go 

on fishing into the north bay of Bengal along and off the coasts of West Bengal-Odisha from 

May 18th to 21st. The fishermen who are at sea now have been told to return to the shore by 

May 17th. Cyclone Amphan intensified into a super cyclone! The Amphan cyclone has 

transformed into a super cyclone at 1130 IST today. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is all set to 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-amphan-fishing-activities-suspended-in-west-bengal-odisha-till-may-20/story-xea993CLa7thWMzFxf6J1O.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/cyclone-amphan-fishing-activities-suspended-in-west-bengal-odisha-till-may-20/story-xea993CLa7thWMzFxf6J1O.html
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/cyclone-amphan-to-intensify-into-super-cyclone-severe-cyclone-likely-to-hit-odisha-bengal-warns-imd/1962491/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/cyclone-amphan-to-intensify-into-super-cyclone-severe-cyclone-likely-to-hit-odisha-bengal-warns-imd/1962491/
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hold a high-level meeting to analyse the state of preparations done by the agencies and different 

departments to check the cyclone from causing maximum damage. Stating that the cyclonic 

‗Amphan' is set to intensify into a ‗super cyclone ‗by the evening of May 18, the Union Home 

Ministry has said that it is likely to hit the West Bengal and Bangladesh coasts, as a very severe 

cyclone with a wind speed clocking up to 185 km per hour on May 20, news agency PTI has 

reported.   The MHA has issued an advisory to the state governments of West Bengal and 

Odisha governments- only Indian states likely to be affected by the Amphan cyclone. The 

ministry has said that ‗Amphan' has been spotted over the central parts of South Bay of Bengal 

along with the adjoining central Bay of Bengal.  

The cyclone has been moving northwards with a speed of up to 13 kmph in the last six hours 

and is likely to make a landfall at 0530hours IST on Monday, the ministry has said in its 

advisory.  Earlier, the Indian Meteorological Department had issued a strict warning over 

cyclone ‗Amphan.' The weather department had said that a very severe cyclonic storm over 

central parts of South Bay of Bengal has moved north-northeastwards in the last 6 hours. The 

IMD too had alerted that the cyclone will intensify further into an extremely severe cyclonic 

storm around 0230 hrs today over the central parts of South Bay of Bengal along with adjoining 

the central Bay of Bengal.  The IMD has also predicted the cyclone to move further in north-

northeastwards at a rapid pace across the northwest Bay of Bengal. The cyclone is likely to 

cross West Bengal and lay its landfall between Digha in West Bengal and Hatiya Islands in 

Bangladesh during the afternoon/evening of May 20 as a very severe cyclonic storm. IMD 

warning for West Bengal: Storm surge of around 4-5 metres above astronomical tide is likely to 

inundate low lying areas of South and North 24 Parganas and 3-4 metres over the low lying 

areas of East Medinipur district of West Bengal during time of Cyclone Amphan landfall.  

Cyclone Amphan alert  Odisha Special Relief Commissioner Pradeep Kumar Jena said that the 

state is fully prepared to deal with any situation arising out of cyclone Amphan. Rapid response 

teams, fire teams, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) have been moved to the districts 

which can be affected by Amphan, Jena said. Odisha Special Relief Commissioner PK Jena has 

said that widespread rainfall is expected in coastal Odisha on May 19 i.e Tuesday. On May 20, 

there could be heavy to very heavy rainfall in northern districts of Odisha, with wind speed 

reaching up to 110 kmph in certain parts of Bhadrak, Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur, as per 

ANI report.   

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued ‗Heavy Rainfall' warning for several 

districts of Odisha, West Bengal, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal, and Sikkim, and Assam and 

Meghalaya. In seven districts of Odisha and six districts of West Bengal, a total of 37 NDRF 

teams have been deployed, of which 20 teams will be actively deployed by the end of this day 

and 17 teams are on standby, SN Pradhan, Director General of National Disaster Response 

Force (NDRF) was quoted as saying by ANI.  Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be chairing a 

high-level meeting with Ministry of Home Affairs; NDMA today at 4 PM, Home Minister 
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Amit Shah was quoted as saying by PTI. When cyclone Amphan will hit the Indian coastline, 

heavy rain and high-velocity winds are likely to be seen in coastal Odisha and West Bengal. 

The IMD and Odisha government have warned fishermen have been advised not to go on 

fishing into the north bay of Bengal along and off the coasts of West Bengal-Odisha from May 

18th to 21st.  

The fishermen who are at sea now have been told to return to the shore by May 17th.  Also, an 

NDRF personnel has been deployed to West Bengal and Odisha on Sunday. 11 lakh people are 

likely to be affected by the cyclone and the NDRF is prepared to undertake the massive 

evacuation. Ten teams of NDRF have been deployed in seven districts in Odisha. Puri, 

Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Jajpur, Bhadrak, Balasore, and Mayurbhanj are likely to be affected 

by the cyclone ‗Amphan.' Odisha ‗s twelve coastal districts  Ganjam, Gajapti, Puri, 

Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara, Bhadrak, Balasore, Mayurbhanj, Jajpur, Cuttack, Khurda, 

Nayagarh have been put on high alert. 

West Bengal: Amphan cyclone tracker: Odisha begins evacuation, PM to chair NDMA 

meeting 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/amphan-cyclone-tracker/article31612695.ece 

 "Cyclone ‗Amphan' has intensified into an extremely severe storm and is all set to 

unleash heavy rains coupled with high-velocity winds in coastal Odisha, prompting the State 

government to prepare for the possible evacuation of 11 lakh people.   37 NDRF teams to 

combat dual challenge of cyclone Amphan, COVID-19. The NDRF has enhanced its strength 

to a total of 37 teams, with the addition of 20 more, to combat the ―dual challenge of cyclone 

‗Amphan' amid the coronavirus pandemic, the chief of the federal contingency force said on 

Monday.  S N Pradhan, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)Director General, said 

the force is fully geared with all the equipment and paraphernalia to face the ―developing 

situation which the Indian Meteorological Department has said will turn into a very severe 

cyclonic storm by this evening and continue to be so for sometime―. ―A total of 37 teams have 

been deployed by NDRF in West Bengal and Odisha, out of which 20 teams are actively 

deployed and 17 are on standby in the two states, Pradhan said in a video message. A single 

NDRF team has strength of about 45 personnel. 

 

 

 

Odisha: No Cyclone Threat for Odisha, Fishermen Alerted 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/amphan-cyclone-tracker/article31612695.ece
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https://www.ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/no-cyclone-threat-for-odisha-fishermen-

alerted 

 "While a low pressure area is to form over southeast Bay of Bengal and adjoining south 

Andaman Sea and may intensify into a Cyclonic Storm by the evening of May 16, the regional 

office of India Meteorological Department (IMD) clarified that there is no threat for Odisha. 

Bhubaneswar office of the IMD, in a press release on Wednesday, informed that there is no 

weather warning for Odisha State in association with this low pressure system for next 5 days.  

However, fishermen are advised not to venture into deep sea area of south and central Bay of 

Bengal from May 15. Those who are out at Sea over these regions are advised to return to 

coasts by tomorrow as under the influence of the system, squally winds, speed reaching 45-55 

kmph gusting to 65 kmph is likely to prevail over south and adjoining central Bay of Bengal on 

May 15 and 55-65 kmph gusting to 75 kmph over the same region on May 16. Wind speed is 

likely to increase further becoming Gale force winds speed reaching 65-75 kmph gusting to 85 

kmph over southwest and adjoining westcentral Bay of Bengal from the evening of May 16. 

Sea condition will be becoming very rough to high over southwest and adjoining westcentral 

Bay of Bengal from the evening of May 16. On the other hand, the IMD has added that, in 

association with the system, the conditions will become favourable for advance of southwest 

monsoon over south Bay of Bengal, Andaman Sea and Andaman & Nicobar islands around 

May 16. 

Odisha: Lockdown 3.0: 16 Odisha fishermen arrive at Chandrabhaga from 

Visakhapatnam 

https://odishabytes.com/lockdown-3-0-16-odisha-fishermen-arrive-at-chandrabhaga-

from-visakhapatnam/ 

 "As many as 16 fishermen of Odisha arrived at Chandrabhaga beach near Konark in Puri 

district in a small motorboat from Visakhapatnam early on Tuesday. Following information, the 

local tehsildar and a Marine Police team went to the beach and took the fishermen for 

quarantine at the Konark community health centre (CHC). The tehsildar said the fishermen will 

stay at the quarantine centre for 21 days and their swabs will be sent for tests. He informed that 

of the 16 fishermen, five hailed from Penthakata in Puri and 11 from Nolia Sahi in 

Chandrabhaga.  Talking to the media after their arrival, the fishermen said that they were 

stranded in Vishakhapatnam after they had gone for deep-sea fishing near the Andhra Pradesh 

coast. But due to the lockdown, they could not return to their native place. ―As it became 

difficult for us to survive due to the closure of hotels and roadside restaurants, we decided to 

return. We purchased a small motorboat and left Tuni on Sunday and arrived here this morning 

by covering a distance of 520 km. Thankfully, it was a safe journey for us as the weather was 

clear, a fisherman said. 

Odisha: Dry fish trade has been severely hit due to the countrywide lockdown 

https://www.ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/no-cyclone-threat-for-odisha-fishermen-alerted
https://www.ommcomnews.com/odisha-news/no-cyclone-threat-for-odisha-fishermen-alerted
https://odishabytes.com/lockdown-3-0-16-odisha-fishermen-arrive-at-chandrabhaga-from-visakhapatnam/
https://odishabytes.com/lockdown-3-0-16-odisha-fishermen-arrive-at-chandrabhaga-from-visakhapatnam/
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https://www.orissapost.com/ncov-eats-into-dry-fish-biz/ 

 "Fishermen in Mahakalapara and Rajnagar blocks in the district are a worried lot 

nowadays as their dry fish trade has been severely hit due to the countrywide lockdown, a 

report said. Fishermen are panicky about losing their livelihood as dry fish business has come 

to a grinding halt due to the lockdown over coronavirus pandemic. Reports said catching fish 

from rivers and water bodies, and the allied dry fish business are the main livelihood options 

for people in Mahakalapara and Rajnagar blocks. Over 20,000 fishermen in these two blocks 

earn over Rs 5 crore per annum by transporting 25,000 tonnes of dry fish to various parts of the 

country. They have already spent their earnings and savings too and, now borrowing from 

others to meet their family expenses.   However, after lockdown was announced in the country 

they have failed to transport fish and dry fish to various parts of the country. This has pushed 

them into distress as they ponder over the means to meet the expenses of their families if the 

lockdown is extended beyond May 17. They apprehend if the lockdown is not withdrawn 

before the coming rainy season, then their life and livelihood will be at stake. A fisherman 

Samarendra Mandal of Kharinasi village said that the fear of getting infected due to 

coronavirus has destroyed their livelihood. He added that the fishermen of seaside villages of 

Kharinasi, Batighara, Pitaspatha, Kansar Badadandua, Petachhela, Jambu and Ramnagar earn 

their living by catching fish and from preparing dry fish.  They are preparing dry fish but have 

failed to transport them to other states due to lockdown in the country. They fear if rain occurs 

then they will lose all their dry fish stocks as it will get infested by bacteria and insects. Bikram 

Behera, a trader at Kendrapara dry fish mandi, said that fishermen prepare dry fish and 

transport them to various locations in the country for sale. However, due to non-plying of 

vehicles due to lockdown they have failed to collect dry fish from fishermen and transport them 

to various parts of the country for sale. However, as a matter of relief, the state government has 

allowed plying of vehicles for 11 hours from May 4 for which he has been able to collect some 

stocks from the fishermen. He demanded that the state government should intervene and take 

steps to protect the lives and livelihood of the poor fishermen. When contacted, Mamata 

Mohapatra, district fishery officer said that dry fish traders should take steps to transport their 

stocks as the state government has allowed plying of vehicles carrying food stocks. 

 

Odisha: Impact of migrant worker flow on Odisha’s rural economy 

https://www.orissapost.com/impact-of-migrant-worker-flow-on-odishas-rural-economy/ 

 "COVID-19 has paralysed economic activities across the globe. The growth prospects for 

India are gloomy and the rating agencies predict it to be falling to zero level this fiscal. Indian 

states will observe varied impacts of the downturn based on their resilience to respond to the 

crisis. The impact could be far-reaching in Odisha, Bihar, and Jharkhand compared to states 

like Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Gujarat. Most of the low income states located in 

https://www.orissapost.com/ncov-eats-into-dry-fish-biz/
https://www.orissapost.com/impact-of-migrant-worker-flow-on-odishas-rural-economy/
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the eastern region have inherent challenges of transforming the rural subsistence economy to a 

more vibrant economy. The economic disparity has widened between the leading large states 

and laggard sates since after 1991 when the economic reform programmes were introduced. 

The historical spatial inequality and higher concentration of poor in the eastern region followed 

by divergent pattern of growth across states will see a further worsening now.   Odisha has 

maintained its growth momentum due to pro-growth policies and state's GDP has grown more 

than the national average.   

During 2019-20, the Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) growth was 6.16 per cent 

compared to 5 per cent at the national level. A structural transformation has been noticed in the 

economy of Odisha where the shares of industry and service sector in the GSDP are growing. 

During 2018-19, the share of industry in the total GSDP was 39 per cent, service was 41.6 per 

cent and agriculture was 19 per cent. The changes in the sectoral composition in Odisha follows 

a standard growth trajectory observed in growth literature wherein the share of subsistence 

sector reduces gradually and the share of industry and service becomes dominant over the 

years.  One of disquieting facts in Odisha is that the reliance on agriculture has not dropped 

despite the fact that its contribution to GSDP is shrinking. The structure of employment (The 

periodic labour employment survey 2017-18) shows the agriculture sector employs 56 per cent 

of the workforce in rural areas. Overall, agriculture, forestry and fishing account for 48.76 per 

cent of the total employment in Odisha compared to 44.14 per cent at all- India level. 

Moreover, another nerve-wracking statistics is that only 15 per cent workers are regular wage 

earners or the salaried class and 27 per cent are causal labourers while 57 per cent are self-

employed in agriculture, fishing and small business.  

Approximately, 84 per cent of workers, barring a few big farmers and enterprisers, are the 

worst-hit during the lockdown due to a grinding halt to the economy. Besides workers, most of 

whom are not covered under any social security measure; the higher unemployment rate in 

Odisha compared to the national average poses an additional pressure on the rural economy.  

The economic and social fallout of COVID 19 will be enormous on these workers.  The 

immediate wage loss and uncertainty painted by the gloomy economic prospects further 

impairs their situation. Similar is the fate for a large number of construction workers. Most of 

them have no work and no money for more than one month and have been facing exceptional 

misery in this ultra health emergency. Despite the fact that there is a construction workers' 

welfare board to provide safety and social security, the benefit does not reach many actual 

beneficiaries.   

After an easing of the lockdown, there will be a surge of workers to rural economy who had 

earlier migrated to other states faced as they were with prolonged deprivation at their native 

places. Offcial statistics on outward migration is not robust and the state is expecting a return of 

5-7 lakh workers. Except for an immediate health threat due to the spread of the virus, the 

economic consequence is humongous because of a lessening of the remittance income and 
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inadequate job opportunities in rural areas.  When the farm income is dwindling, can the rural 

economy absorb these surplus labourers?  Except for a resort to the immediate health needs, as 

the state has been introducing taking major steps to contain spread of the virus, a combination 

of social and economic policies should be pursued in the short run as also the long run. The 

immediate social assistance programmes announced by the government to provide a financial 

support of Rs1,500 to each of the 22 lakh construction workers, advance food ration to 94 lakh 

families apart from distribution of cooked meals to thousands of daily labouers are in the right 

direction. Given the swelling of cases, full scale economic operations may be halted for another 

six months.   

The state may do well to continue the social assistance programme for the next four months for 

the most distressed families after meticulously identifying them through the Panchayats. The 

actual beneficiaries should be less than a whopping 94 lakh families, out of the total 99 lakh 

families here. Further, given the influx of skilled, semi-skilled and manual labourers, the 

MGNREGA could provide temporary consolation to the poor. However, in the medium term, 

policy should address restructuring rural economy through the small and medium 

manufacturing sector which is low capital intensive and takes a short span of time. Several sub 

sectors – food processing, textile, electrical and electronics, plastic and rubber, glass and 

ceramic are potential areas for expansion. Financial support through concessional loans from 

nationalised banks and the SIDBI and subsidies through state budget can promote the 

expansion of this sector. We have prudently managed our state finance and deficit indicators 

are well within the limits set by the Union Government. In this exceptional situation, the fiscal 

deficit can be slipped to 4.5 per cent of the GSDP from 3.5 per cent now and the extra money 

should be utilised to galvanise the rural economy 

 

Odisha: Lockdown blues for fisherfolk as sale of dry fish dries up in K’para 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/may/08/lockdown-blues-for-

fisherfolk-as-sale-of-dry-fish-dries-up-in-kpara-2140678.html 

 "The coronavirus outbreak has dealt a severe blow to dry fish trade in the coastal district. 

Preparation of dry fish, locally called Sukhua, is one of the main sources of livelihood of 

around 20,000 fisherfolk in Kendrapara. However, the lockdown has come as a curse for dry 

fish makers who are struggling to sell their produce due to the restrictions. The worst hit are 

fishermen of the seaside villages of Kharinashi, Batighar, Kajalapatia, Pitaspatha, 

Kansarabadadandua, Petachela, Jamboo and Ramanagar. ―We had prepared dry fish in bulk 

amount two months back hoping for a a bumper trade. Now, we are struggling to supply it to 

Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Assam and other North-Eastern states due to the restrictions 

imposed on transportation, said Samarendra Mandal, a dry fish maker of Kharinashi village.  

Dry fish units have been in existence for more than five decades in the seaside villages. Every 
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year, fishermen prepare around 25,000 tonne of dry fish which is then supplied by traders to 

several states.  

A revenue of around `5 crore per annum is generated from this trade. Sources said usually by 

this time, traders start purchasing dry fish from fishermen. However, it has become difficult to 

find buyers due to the lockdown. Besides, transportation of dry fish is also a major issue. Dry 

fish trader of Kendrapara Bikram Behera said as markets remain closed since over a month, 

they have been left in the lurch.  A large number of fishermen eke out their livelihood by 

making and selling dry fish. The Government should take steps to facilitate supply of dry fish 

to other states, he said. Contacted, Additional Director of Fisheries (Marine) of Kujang Manas 

Ranjan Sahoo said, ―We hope the dry fish traders will be able to supply their produce to other 

areas after the lockdown is lifted, he said. 

Tamil Nadu and Odisha: A workshop on marine life to fund fisher families 

https://www.thehindu.com/society/a-workshop-on-marine-life-to-fund-fisher-families-in-

tamil-nadu-and-odisha/article31525855.ece 

 "How do octopuses and cuttlefish put their excellent camouflaging abilities to use? What 

is a mantis shrimp? How important are food webs in the ocean ecosystem? How do coral reefs 

grow? Science enthusiasts Arun M Viji and Adam M Libby have the answers. Class X students 

of Chennai school Sishya, they are set to host Zoom sessions on Oceans and Marine Life for 

children aged eight to 11.  According to Arun, the hour-long sessions will teach participants 

about ocean ecosystems and the many ―strange and wonderful creatures in them. ―We plan to 

present lively videos and photos on the subject, says Arun, adding that they will also be inviting 

experts from research organisations such as the Indian Institute of Science and World Wildlife 

Fund to be part of the sessions. ―The idea is to keep them interactive, so that kids develop a 

curiosity over the topic and the ability to engage with it, he adds.  The registration fee for the 

six sessions is Rs.3,000, and the amount will go as donation towards Dakshin Foundation. The 

NGO is mobilising funds to distribute essential supplies kits to 3,300 families from fishing 

communities in Tamil Nadu and Odisha, that have been affected by the COVID-19 lockdown. 

―When we came across the announcement, we decided to hold a fundraiser to support the 

cause, says Arun, who is also a surfer, and as a result, counts the fishing community amongst 

his friends and teachers. ―We thought we would raise funds through meaningful interaction and 

teaching, he adds. ―Each participant will be supporting the needs of one family from the fishing 

community for a month. 

Odisha: As cheap salt turns dear, fisher incomes dry up 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/as-cheap-salt-turns-dear-fisher-

incomes-dry-up-in-odisha/article31512858.ece 
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 "Fishermen of Odisha's Ganjam district are facing an unusual problem thanks to the 

lockdown sparked off by the COVID-19 pandemic  a shortage of cheap sea salt has crippled the 

production of dried fish. Till recently, a 50-kg bag of salt cost Rs.170. around 8 kg to 10 kg of 

salt is needed to produce one quintal (100 kg) of dried fish. However, post the lockdown, the 

price of salt almost doubled and made the production of dried fish practically unviable.  Some 

families started using commercial salt from grocery stores to produce dried fish. ―But it 

increases production cost, so we only make it for own use or in case some one places order, 

said M. Kumudu, a fisherwoman. No stock: Fishermen used to procure the cheaper product 

from the salt beds near Humma in the district. But production by the Humma Binchanapalli 

Salt Production and Sales Cooperative has dwindled considerably over the past few years. K. 

Duryodhan Reddy, a former secretary of the cooperative, said there was presently no stock. 

Samudram, a community-based federation of women self-help groups has stopped production 

of dried fish and other value-added seafood products, said B. Chitamma, its managing director.  

Recently, an organisation named ‗United Artists' tried to procure three quintals of dried fish to 

distribute it along with other relief materials to the poor. While a kilo of dried sardine used to 

cost Rs.50, the group had to pay Rs.70. Others have started making dried fish without salt. But 

the market for this is low  dried fish without salt is mostly bought only by poultry feed 

manufacturers. ―Availability of salt at low cost can boost the income of fisher families. Earlier, 

Samudram used to send its dried fish to several other States, said Mangaraj Panda, convener of 

Odisha Marine Resources Conservation Consortium. 

Odisha: Sea Voyage with Fiber Boats from Tamil Nadu 

https://kalingatv.com/state/sea-voyage-with-fiber-boats-from-tamil-nadu-to-odisha-

surprises-authorities-and-fishermen/ 

 "Sea voyage of fishing workers from Tamil Nadu to Odisha and Andhra Pradesh their 

home states, has surprised both the authorities and the local fishermen. ―They know the sea, the 

climate and the wind. For them sea is nothing new. What's surprising is the use of fiber boats, 

not known to travel such long distances and for long duration, said K. Bharathi, president of the 

South Indian Fishermen Welfare Association. Around 250 fishermen families from Odisha and 

Andhra Pradesh are living here. They work in big fishing boats and their income depend on 

catch per trip. Boat expenses are met by the boat owner.  ―Money was not a problem for them. 

They pooled money to buy nine fiber boats for Rs 1.5 lakh a boat, Bharathi said. They return to 

their home towns during the fishing ban season. But this time, the Covid-19 lockdown had 

confined them to the shore. It was followed by the fishing ban season. The workers were 

putting pressure on boat owners to send them home. But the Fisheries Department and the 

police didn't allow them to travel during the lockdown.  Finally, they bought nine fibre boats 

and sailed out some five days ago, Bharathi said. The Coast Guards might have missed the 

boats, sailing not far away from the shore. They had stocked food and fuel before setting sail. 

The fishermen from Andhra Pradesh disembarked at Srikakulam, while others proceeded to 
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Odisha. The Fisheries Department officials said they were not aware of their journey till the 

news broke out. 

Odisha: Coronavirus lockdown: Boat with 33 migrant workers reaches Odisha coast from 

Chennai 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/coronavirus-lockdown-boat-with-

33-migrant-workers-reaches-odisha-coast-from-chennai/article31457271.ece 

 "Another fishing boat carrying 33 migrant workers from Chennai reached Odisha's 

Ganjam district on Tuesday. This was the third motorboat that carried migrants from Chennai 

to Ganjam since April 25. To dodge the lockdown to contain the spread of coronavirus 

(COVID-19), these workers opted for a dangerous journey without any navigation equipment.   

The motorboat set out from Chennai on April 24 and reached the Arjyapalli fishing jetty near 

the Gopalpur port at 1 a.m. Twenty-nine passengers were from Ganjam and one from Puri, and 

the other three were from Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh. They were kept in quarantine 

at Arjyapalli High School. They were subjected to a medical test. The swabs of persons 

showing symptoms will be sent for test. One of the two engines of their boat developed a snag 

near the Andhra Pradesh-Odisha border. As the boat ran on a single engine, they arrived late. 

These migrants, who worked at the Kasimedu fishing jetty in Tamil Nadu, contributed Rs. 2 

lakh to buy the boat.   In the afternoon of Monday, a motorboat carrying 25 workers from 

Chennai reached Rameyapatna in Ganjam district. In the evening of April 25, a boat carrying 

38 migrant workers from Chennai reached Patisunapur. They included 29 from Ganjam district 

and nine from Andhra Pradesh. All of them are in institutional quarantine in Ganjam district. 

Odisha: Fishermen, stuck in Chennai due to lockdown, return on boat by sea 

https://www.businessinsider.in/india/news/odisha-fishermen-stuck-in-chennai-due-to-

lockdown-return-on-boat-by-sea/articleshow/75414170.cms 

 "Twenty five fishermen reached their native place in Odisha's Ganjam district on Monday 

after taking a sea voyage from Chennai where they were stuck due to the lockdown, officials 

said. They landed at Ramayapatna beach and were immediately taken to a hospital for isolation, 

said Chikiti block Tehsildar Haraprasad Bhoi. Twelve of them are from Ramayapatna, eight 

from Pati Sonepur and five from Markandi villages, he said.  Preliminary screening of their 

health was conducted and they were provided food, Bhoi said. The wooden boat they used to 

travel 1,100 km wasseized, he added. Total 39 fishermen, including 14 from Andhra 

Pradesh,started their journey from Chennai on April 24, Bhoi said. They rented the boat in 

Chennai, the tehsildar said,adding that those from Andhra Pradesh got down at Dankuru.  On 

April 20, 27 fishermen, including 10 from Ganjam district, had sailed to the state and landed 

near Ichhapurma in Andhra Pradesh. Further, 38 fishermen had landed at thePati Sonepur coast 

on Saturday. All of them are now in institutional quarantine indifferent villages, official sources 
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said. State Transport Minister Padmanabh Behera has directed the police to maintain a strict 

vigil on the coastal area as more and more people are taking the sea to return to the state after 

failing to other modes of transport due to the lockdown. 

Odisha: SHGs start selling fish in Deogarh as lockdown restrictions are relaxed 

https://www.orissapost.com/shgs-start-selling-fish-in-deogarh-as-lockdown-restrictions-

are-relaxed/ 

 "With the Odisha government having withdrawn some lockdown restrictions from some 

sectors including fish farming, some self help groups (SHGs) of Tileibani and Barkote blocks 

in this district have started selling fish. ―The lockdown restrictions in the wake of coronavirus 

had been hitting us hard. Our source of income had dried up. We were left with no money. 

Thankfully, realizing the importance of life and livelihood, the government has withdrawn the 

lockdown restrictions from fish farming. Now we are able to sell fish in nearby areas and our 

financial crisis has been solved, maintained some members of Maa Saraswati SHG of Tirib 

village of Badachhapal gram panchayat under Tileibani block.  The Maa Saraswati SHG and 

Maa Binapani SHG of Similinali village of Kaunsibahal gram panchayat under Barkote block 

had carried out fish farming in ponds in their respective areas. Now the fish have grown up to 

the required size for their marketing. Until recently they were a worried lot thinking about what 

they should do with their fish. But the relaxation provided them a huge relief. They have started 

selling fish from Sunday on the embankment itself. So far Maa Saraswati SHG has sold one 

quintal and 60 kilograms of fish. Similarly, Maa Binapani SHG has since sold 70 kilograms of 

fish.  Another SHG named Maa Mahamaayee SHG of Gunduriposhi under Tileibani block has 

so far sold one quintal of fish. ―The lockdown had snatched away our source of earning. At a 

time when we nearly exhausted our savings, the government lifted the restrictions from fish 

farming which has saved us, observed some members of Maa Mahamaayee SHG. ―While 

selling fish we ensure all of us wear masks and maintain social distancing. Similarly, we ask 

our customers to come wearing masks and queue up while maintaining social distancing, 

observed some of the members of Maa Binapani SHG. 

Odisha: COVID-19: Govt bans fish trade with West Bengal 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/economy/covid-19-odisha-govt-bans-fish-trade-

with-west-bengal-70688 

 "The Odisha government on April 24, 2020 banned supply of fish to West Bengal after a 

number of people who tested positive for the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) in the state 

were found to have travel links to Bengal. The state also banned all types of fishing to prevent 

people from West Bengal to enter Odisha's coastal pockets to curb COVID-19 spread. In a bid 

to conserve fish stock during the breeding period, the state fisheries department imposed 

restrictions from April 15 to June 14. The ban aims to conserve fish species during the 
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monsoon, which is the spawning season for many varieties of fish. The ban extends to 12 

nautical miles off the Odisha coast and applies to all kinds of trawlers and mechanised boats.  

―The administration banned all types fishing On April 24 to prevent the entry of people from 

Bengal as many were found to slyly enter coastal pockets of the state through sea routes, said 

Manas Ranjan Sahoo, additional director of fisheries (Marine) department.  

Meanwhile, the fishermen and fish traders are facing losses, according to Abhiram Mandal, a 

fish trader at Paradip. The rising number of COVID-19 patients who returned from West 

Bengal prompted fish traders to withdraw travel to Bengal, said Sumant Biswal, general 

secretary, All Odisha Fish Producers Federation.  Pomfret, khainga, catla, mirgal prawns and 

anchovy are the most popular varieties of fish in West Bengal. Following restrictions, many 

fish traders stopped procurement from local fishermen of Odisha. Jadumani Mandal, a fish 

trader in Kendrapara district, said, ―We were on way to supply fish from Talacua fishing 

harbour to Kolkata through two vehicles on April 23. But Nalatiapatia villagers forcefully 

stopped our two vehicles."" Fish traders can still supply to Bhubaneswar and other areas of the 

state, according to Mamata Mohapatra, fisheries officer, Kendrapara district.  Meanwhile, the 

Odisha government shut down Balasore, Bhadrak and Jajpur district for 60 hours from on 24 

April after 28 people who returned from Kolkata and their relatives tested positive for SARS-

CoV-2. As part of the shutdown, all entry and exist points were sealed and porous borders with 

West Bengal closed. 

Odisha: COVID-19 lockdown desperation: Odisha migrants take sea route to return 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/lifestyle/covid-19-lockdown-desperation-odisha-

migrants-take-sea-route-to-return-70695 

 "A large numbers of workers from Odisha stranded in Chennai, Visakhapatnam and 

places in West Bengal due to the nationwide lockdown to curb the novel coronavirus disease 

(COVID-19) pandemic recently returned home via sea. They have been quarantined at their 

homes. On April 25, 2020, 38 such workers reached the fishing jetty at Pattisunupur in Chikiti 

block of Ganjam district aboard a fishing boat. They pulled in Rs 2 lakh from their savings to 

purchase the boat.  On 19 April, too 17 workers from reached Ganjam from Chennai on a 

fishing boat. Many more have returned from Digha, West Bengal to Kendrapara, Jagatsinghpur, 

Bhadrak and Balasore districts. Such travel is relatively risky than travelling by road  several 

have endured the rough sea for up to five days on little food and water. ―The nights were scary. 

Our boat tossed around the violent sea, said Landa Ganesh, who worked at a seafood 

processing plant in Chennai. The 32-year-old was among those who reached Pattisunupur, 

packed like sardines with co-travellers in the cramped boat. ―We were oscillating between 

hope, despair and confusion since 20 April, when my son  P Gurumurti set sail from Chennai, 

said a T Rama Murti.  Security has been tightened along Odisha's 484-kilometre coast to keep 

an eye on such movements. Patrolling has been intensified by the Coast Guards, the marine 
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police and other agencies, Odisha Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy said. Officials  must  screen all 

workers who return to their villages  to check the spread of the COVID- 19, said Umi Daniel, 

the director of non-profit Migration and Education Aide et Action. Odisha has also received 

several migrants back from West Bengal, Kerala, Punjab, Delhi, Gujarat, Maharashtra, etc. 

Hundreds returned without any protection like masks. Many went through without screenings, 

raising concerns among residents. 

Odisha: Covid-19: Preps for deluge of home bound workers as lockdown nears end 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/covid-19-odisha-preps-for-deluge-of-home-

bound-workers-as-lockdown-nears-end/story-OKEEuTuIlJ1Lfuw1mNBHiK.html 

 "The Odisha government which is preparing itself for the return of 7.5 lakh migrants of 

the State after the lockdown ends said the challenge would be a huge one. ―We have to take 

back our homeward bound brothers and sisters. This is a big humanitarian challenge. In 

addition to that we have to keep them and the people staying inside Odisha safe, said state 

government's chief spokesperson on Covid-19 Subroto Bagchi. The lockdown to check the 

spread of coronavirus ends on May 3. ―Most of them will be returning from States like Gujarat, 

Maharashtra, Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Telengana and Andhra Pradesh where the number of infected 

people and apprehension of infection is much higher than ours.  Odisha now has 83 cases of 

Covid-19 after it reported four new cases on Wednesday, all with travel history to neighbouring 

West Bengal. Odisha's ratio of positive cases to samples tested is the lowest in the country and 

only one person has died of Covid-19 so far. Of the 83 positive cases in Odisha, 28 or about 

one-third of the patients had clear travel history to Bengal, where the cases are surging over the 

last few days.  

Many of the people who tested positive, sneaked in through ambulances, fish trucks and other 

hired vehicles from Bengal. With the porous border failing to prevent people from sneaking in, 

the Odisha government on Wednesday barricaded more than 50 roads connecting Balasore, 

Mayurbhanj districts to West Bengal.  At least 10 platoons of police have been put on round the 

clock vigil. Apart from deploying police on the border, chief minister Naveen Patnaik 

administered the oath of responsibility to sarpanches to prevent people from crossing through 

the border. Aware of the risk of infection that the migrant population could bring from May 4 

onwards, the state government said it would start an online portal, through which thousands of 

people stranded in various states will register to get back to the state once the lockdown is 

relaxed. The registration will begin on April 24. Principal Secretary of Panchayati Raj 

Department DK Singh said all the migrants planning to come back to Odisha will have to 

mandatorily register on the portal for their return. The registration can be done by the migrant 

person himself/herself, anyone on behalf of the person or a relative of the person in his native 

who will have to fill a form and submit it to the officials at Gram Panchayat.  Through the 

registration, the government will get to know about the details about the returnees and make 
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arrangements for transport and other medical facilities for them at respective Gram Panchayat 

level, Singh said. ―Once they arrive, they will be sent on quarantine at temporary medical 

camps set up at GP level for 14 days. They will be allowed to go back to their houses after the 

quarantine, Singh said. 

Odisha: OMF requests loan waiver for fishermen, writes to CM Naveen Patnaik 

https://www.orissapost.com/omf-requests-loan-waiver-for-fishermen-writes-to-cm-

naveen-patnaik/ 

 "Odisha Matsyajibi Forum (OMF) wrote Monday to Odisha Chief Minister Naveen 

Patnaik requesting him to waive bank loans taken by fishermen. The body said that their 

incomes have been severely affected by the lockdown. For close to a month now, hundreds of 

fishermen here in Ganjam district have not been able to earn much. The lockdown implemented 

to prevent the spread of coronavirus, has affected their livelihood. They have not been able to 

go out fishing in their trawlers and boats.   ―During lockdown, small shopkeepers have 

switched over to selling of vegetables to keep their livelihood going. We can't do that as fishing 

is our profession and we have been doing it for ages. Now with no income we are not being 

able to provide food to our families, rued some fishermen.  Others said they had taken loans to 

built and repair boats and buy nets. ―With no income for the last one month, we have been 

forced to exhaust our savings. Now we are not in any position to repay our loans, they 

informed. OMF vice-president, M Gumali, along with the body's Ganjam committee members 

has written to Naveen Patnaik urging him to look into the matter and help the distressed 

fishermen. 

Odisha: Crammed in small boat, 27 fishermen make a daring journey back home 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/20/crammed-in-small-boat-27-

fishermen-make-a-daring-journey-back-home-2132845.html 

 "Even as stories of migrant labourers walking hundreds of miles to reach home abound in 

the post-lockdown India, a group of 27 fishermen from Odisha and Andhra Pradesh undertook 

a five-day perilous journey from Chennai along the sea route to return to their native 

villages.The fishermen purchased a boat for Rs 1.73 lakh and even risked their lives because 

the vessel was too small to accommodate 27 of them.   Tired, sleep-deprived and hungry, they 

continued their sojourn back home through the nights till they reached their destination in the 

bordering zone off Ganjam district on Sunday evening. The boat anchored half-a-km from the 

coast near the confluence of Bahuda river and the fishermen stayed put till the administration 

gave clearance to anchor on Monday.  The fishermen worked for trawler owners in Chennai. Of 

the 10 from Odisha, nine belong to Pati Sunapur in Chikiti block of Ganjam while another is 

from Gokharakuda in Krushnaprasad block of Puri district. When fishing was banned on March 

15 following coronavirus outbreak, the fishermen were left with no work. Before they could 

https://www.orissapost.com/omf-requests-loan-waiver-for-fishermen-writes-to-cm-naveen-patnaik/
https://www.orissapost.com/omf-requests-loan-waiver-for-fishermen-writes-to-cm-naveen-patnaik/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/20/crammed-in-small-boat-27-fishermen-make-a-daring-journey-back-home-2132845.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/20/crammed-in-small-boat-27-fishermen-make-a-daring-journey-back-home-2132845.html
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decide to return home, the nationwide lockdown was imposed. With fishing harbours in the 

State under surveillance, no boat was allowed to operate.  

―However, we decided to return and teamed up with 17 fishermen of Andhra Pradesh who were 

working with us. We decided to take the sea route as the roads were closed, recalled 

Harishchandra. They did not disclose their plan to their families apprehending they would be 

too stressed.  The fishermen approached a boat owner who agreed to sell his boat for Rs 1.73 

lakh. The boat wasn't big enough to accommodate them all but they had no other alternative. 

Every one contributed and bought the boat besides stocking drinking water, food, compass and 

250 litre of diesel and two motor engines. Well versed with the sea route, the fishermen began 

their journey on April 15.   The first three days were comfortable but problems started when 

sleeplessness started to take its toll. Crammed for space as they had to create a cooking area for 

all 27 of them, they would take their turns to rest.  

―We could not sail round the clock as we had to give the motors rest. Off Vizianagaram, the 

boat developed minor snags, revealed Ramana. They resumed their journey after fixing the 

glitches. On Saturday night, they ran out of food but the determination to reach home kept the 

starved souls going.   On reaching the coast at Bahuda river confluence, the fishermen called up 

their families who informed local authorities. Since they had travelled from a Covid-affected 

State, they were asked to wait until administrative clearance. On Monday, administrative 

officials of Odisha and Andhra Pradesh asked the fishermen to anchor at Dankuru village on 

Andhra Pradesh side of Bahuda River. They were sent to a quarantine centre at Pustapur. 

Odisha: Despite fishing activities being exempted under lockdown, fisherfolk in Odisha 

say workforce, logistics, and market situation major hurdles in wake of COVID-19 

https://www.firstpost.com/india/coronavirus-outbreak-despite-fishing-activities-being-

exempted-under-lockdown-fisherfolk-in-odisha-say-workforce-logistics-market-situation-

major-hurdles-in-wake-of-covid-19-8282191.html 

 "Marine fisherfolk of Odisha foresee a miserable life ahead despite fishery activities 

being exempted from the purviews of the nationwide lockdown in the wake of COVID-19 

outbreak, which has been declared a global pandemic by the World Health Organisation 

(WHO). ""Fishermen of the coastal villages are living a miserable life. And, with no 

opportunities to earn, either from fishing or daily labour, marine fishing community in Odisha 

is bound to face more hardship in coming days,"" B Chittama, noted leader of Odisha's marine 

fisherwomen, said.  Chittama, who leads the federation of about 150 groups of marine 

fisherwomen of Odisha called Samudram, lives in Arjipalli, a fishermen village on the Bay of 

Bengal coast, near Gopalpur of Odisha's Ganjam district. ""All our fishermen have been sitting 

idle since the janata curfew of 22 March, followed by the lockdown in the state from 23 March. 

Without any economic activity or income opportunity, most of us have no money to meet our 

daily needs like vegetables and groceries. Some have even incurred loans to survive.""  

https://www.firstpost.com/india/coronavirus-outbreak-despite-fishing-activities-being-exempted-under-lockdown-fisherfolk-in-odisha-say-workforce-logistics-market-situation-major-hurdles-in-wake-of-covid-19-8282191.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/coronavirus-outbreak-despite-fishing-activities-being-exempted-under-lockdown-fisherfolk-in-odisha-say-workforce-logistics-market-situation-major-hurdles-in-wake-of-covid-19-8282191.html
https://www.firstpost.com/india/coronavirus-outbreak-despite-fishing-activities-being-exempted-under-lockdown-fisherfolk-in-odisha-say-workforce-logistics-market-situation-major-hurdles-in-wake-of-covid-19-8282191.html
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 Insufficient govt relief as the government provided ration under public distribution system 

(PDS) three months in advance and disbursed Rs 1,000 each to all the beneficiaries for food 

and social security, the PDS card holders recieved rice and money to survive, for now. ""What 

about those families who do not have a PDS card?"" asked 56-year-old Buli Dei from 

Arakhkuda village located between Bay of Bengal and the Chilika lake. ""At least, 300 families 

from our village have been debarred from the list of beneficiaries under National Food Security 

Act. In absence of any support they are living under a lot of hardships. Thousands of such 

families live miserably in hundreds of fishing villages whose primary source of livelihood is 

marine fishing,"" said Buli.   Even though the Government of Odisha has announced special 

packages for welfare of wage labourers, construction workers, street venders etc. to benefit 1.64 

crore people of the state's current population of over 4.7 crore, the fishermen of the state feature 

nowhere in the list.  ―The fisher folks also survive on whatever they from daily fishing, It is 

quite similar to daily wage earners. Without fishing they have no other livelihood source. They 

should be considered for support against the loss of their livelihood, urged Chittama 

highlighting the plights of fishermen during the lockdown across coastal villages of Odisha.  

According to Prasanna Kumar Behera, president of Odisha Traditional Fish Workers' Union, 

while the National Fish Workers Forum has appealed to the government of India to extend 

necessary support survival to fishermen, the issues have also been brought to the notice of 

Odisha government urging necessary action.  Exemption brings little difference although, the 

governments of India and Odisha have exempted fisheries and related operations from the 

lockdown, no one in the sector sees any difference due to that. Fishermen couldnt go fishing 

during the peak season due to first phase of the lockdown. Now, the second phase of the 

lockdown has coincided with beginning of the monsoon ban on marine fishing, imposed every 

year for conservation of marine fish species during the breeding season. The no fishing days 

have extended placing the fishing communities at utmost vulnerability, Behera noted.   

""However, this monsoon ban shouldn't affect livelihood of traditional fishermen as motorised 

and non-motorised boats upto 8.5 metre length are allowed for fishing activities in the 

territorial waters, within 12 nautical miles, about 22 kilometres, off the Odisha coast,"" said 

Smruti Ranjan Pradhan, director of fisheries department. ""The government has also allowed 

all associated activities like transportation, selling etc. during the second phase lockdown but 

by abiding to the basic safety and social distancing norms,"" he added.  Although, the ground 

realities are different than what is perceived by the government. Aside that they don't have 

enough masks and sanitisers, selling their catch to traders is a bigger problem from the 

fisherfolks, said Sumanta Kumar Biswal, president of Paradeep-based Odisha Marine Fish 

Producers' Association (OMFPA).   

We stopped fishing operations since 22 March fearing crowd at fishing base if operation 

continued. The initial catch that reached the base were sold at throwaway price as traders and 

buyers couldn't come due to lockdown. So the trawler operators and fishermen had to face 
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heavy loss,"" Biswal said.  Seafood processors, hotels and restaurants, who procure a 

substantial chunk of marine fish catch, are all closed during lockdown. Ice factories are also not 

operating to supply sufficient amount of ice for storage. Fisherwomen, who usually go to 

villages to sell the fish, are not allowed to enter any village because of the COVID-19 fear. So, 

distress sell has become the norm at all fishing bases. For example, on 19 April, Pomfret 

category fishes were sold at Rs 20 per kg, said Mangaraj Panda of United Artists' Association, a 

Ganjam-based non-profit, which also is an advisor to the Samudram federation.  Export market 

uncertainties affected most of the seafood processing facilities. Countries stopped seafood 

export and import in the wake of COVID-19.  

―Our farmers didn't raise prawn stocking which they should have done in the end of February 

or beginning of March because of lack of export opportunities. This has affected millions of 

people associated with the seafood industry, said Ramesh Mahapatra, Chairman of Magnum 

Sea Foods, a Bhubaneswar-based seafood exporter.  Highlighting why exemption of fisheries 

and related activities from lockdown restrictions may not help fishing communities and 

businesses much, Mahapatra said that logistics, manpower and market situation in the wake of 

COVID-19 stand as major obstacles. ""Even though government allowed processing plants to 

operate, getting labourers and the workers back at the plant have not been possible. While 

availing essential logistics and manpower is an issue, export market is also down. Cumulatively 

they all hamper the fishing industry and are going to affect the fishing communities badly, he 

emphasised.  Longer fishing hiatus Fisher villages around Olive Ridley marine turtle nesting 

sites face a longer fishing hiatus every year. They usually have to restrict their fishing activities 

since the month of November when mating season for the turtles begins. 

Restrictions continue for seven months till the month of May when the turtle hatchlings emerge 

out of the nests in the coastal sands and go into the sea to start their life as a marine species.   

Under this ban for protection of the marine turtles during their breeding activities, trawlers and 

mechanised larger fishing boats are restricted to fish within 20 kilometers off the coasts that act 

as hosts to annual mass nesting activities by lakhs of Olive Ridley sea turtles. Beaches around 

Rushikulya, Devi and Dhamra River Mouths are Odisha's known hosts of turtle mass nesting 

activities. So, hundreds of villages around these nesting sites restrict their fishing activities 

from November every year. Before the ban for turtle safety ends, the two-month long monsoon 

ban for conservation of fish population enters from 15 April.   

""Ultimately, fishing activity in villages around turtle mass nesting sites halts for a period of 

almost 8 months in a year. This, probably, is the longest annual hiatus in marine fishing,"" said 

Panda. Rest of the year, from 15 June till the end of October (being the monsoon season), a 

number of low pressure days, extreme rainy days and cyclonic storms often result in a series of 

no fishing days for these fisher folks. This makes fishing an unviable economic activity forcing 

community youth to migrate to distant places or other states in search of work.  Long-term 

impact on fishing business   OMFPA president Biswal foresees many long term impacts of the 
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lockdown on fishing communities and businesses. Welcoming the two month ban on marine 

fishing for conservation of fish species for sustainable fishery, his primary concern was on 

annual maintenance of boats and trawlers.  

―Usually, we consume these two months for our annual maintenance works and get ready for 

fishing by the end of the ban. But, this time due to the lockdown, we neither get the required 

manpower nor necessary equipment and spare parts are available to do all those works in time, 

he said. ―This may delay fishing activities even after the lockdown is over, because we can't 

venture into the sea without the annual maintenance works, Biswal said expressing his worries.  

At the community level, economic backbone of the fisher folks has already broken due to the 

lockdown disrupting fishing activities during the peak season. ―They don't have money to 

repair their boats and nets to quick start fishing after the monsoon ban which would push them 

to further financial hardships in the coming days, Narayan Haldar, a fisherman from Kharinasi 

in Kendrapada district apprehended. 

According to A Kaleya, 45, of Ganjam's Nolia Nuagaon, such a state of financial misery is 

bound to threaten food and nutrition security in the fishermen community. It may lead to more 

distress migration of youth and families in the coastal villages.  Solutions sought Highlighting 

the gravity of the situation, Biswal urged that the government should make, both technical 

manpower and spare parts for maintenance of trawlers and mechanised boats, available before 

the end of the monsoon ban.  ―We understand that government has declared lockdown for the 

benefit of people, to stop the lethal COVID-19 from spreading. However, it needs to ensure that 

no body dies hungry in a state of lockdown, Arjun Behera, 60, of Arakhkuda village said. 

Leaders of the community sought the government to come to the rescue of fisher folks and 

create opportunities at the earliest to ensure their survival and recovery from the current state of 

life. 

Andhra Pradesh: COVID-19: Fishermen from Andhra stuck in Odisha as state declares 

‘fishing holiday’ 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/water/covid-19-fishermen-from-andhra-stuck-in-

odisha-as-state-declares-fishing-holiday--70491 

 "Thousands of fishermen from Andhra Pradesh are stuck in Odisha, amid the nationwide 

lockdown imposed to curb the spread of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19). The state 

government's fisheries department imposed a two-months-long ‗fishing holiday'  or restrictions 

on fishing by mechanised vessels  from April 15 to June 14, 2020, to conserve fish during the 

breeding period. The fishermen from Andhra Pradesh usually leave for their homes at this time 

every year, but are now stuck in the state's fishing villages, including Paradip, Puri and 

Gopalpur. ―My hopes of going back to my home in Kakinada (in Andhra Pradesh) were 

dashed, after the Prime Minister extended the lockdown till May 3, said T Raja Rao, a 

fisherman who operates in Sandhakuda, a fishing village near Paradip.  Around 50,000 marine 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/water/covid-19-fishermen-from-andhra-stuck-in-odisha-as-state-declares-fishing-holiday--70491
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/water/covid-19-fishermen-from-andhra-stuck-in-odisha-as-state-declares-fishing-holiday--70491
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fishermen from Andhra Pradesh are now stranded in Odisha, according to Prasan Behera, the 

president of the Odisha Traditional Fish Workers' Union (OTFWU). The fishermen took to 

weaving fishing nets in this period. Several groups of men and women can be seen in the 

villages of Paradip, Gopalpur and Astaranga, mending and weaving large gill nets and small 

nets. Net-weaving was an important activity and a source of livelihood in most fishing villages 

during the holiday, said Ashok Rao, a fisherman from Paradip. 

Fishermen were instructed to not venture into the sea during the holiday to avoid disturbances 

caused by trawl fishing, said Basant Dash, a joint director (marine) in the state's fisheries 

department. The trawling ban was introduced in 1998 to aid unhindered breeding of fish during 

the rainy season, said Dash. Around 21, 832 fishing vessels, including 1,741 trawlers were 

registered in the state, according to the fisheries department.  All mechanised fishing vessels in 

the state  that includes 630 trawlers in the fishing harbour at Paradip  are not allowed to venture 

into the sea at this time. The ban extends to 12 nautical miles off the Odisha coast. Small, non-

mechanised boats measuring less than 8.5 metres-long that use nets with big gaps were 

exempted from the ban. Nearly 300 species of fish, including the much sought-after Hilsa and 

species of shrimp, breed during the monsoon. The fishermen who are exempted from the band 

are permitted to carry out fishing only in territorial waters and catch only pelagic fish, 

according to Dash. Pelagic fish are those that are not found near the shore or at the bottom of 

the sea. Several fishermen had welcomed the ‗holiday', despite the lockdown, said Dash. 

Odisha: Lockdown hits fish farmers’ livelihood 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/lockdown-hits-fish-farmers--

livelihood.html 

 "The countrywide lockdown in force since March  24, 2020 has drastically affected the 

normal life and business of people, including fishermen and fish farmers. Many States have 

exempted fisheries and aquaculture activities, including transportation of fish, from the 

lockdown restrictions. The Odisha Government has also taken such an initiative to ensure 

availability of fish in the market. The Fisheries and ARD Depatment has, however, asked to 

maintain social distancing in the fish markets. It is learnt that local administrations are 

providing all cooperation in that regard.  For example, the Nimapara municipality and the BMC 

here have allowed all the retail and wholesale fish markets to open on daily basis. To maintain 

the social distancing among buyers and sellerd,  mongers in the fish market, circles have been 

drawn with 1.5 metre gap between them.  

Fish buyers have also been advised to wear mask. Fish vendors and fish buyers are encouraged 

to have cashless transactions by UPI mobile payment system.  Similar arrangements are seen in 

various parts of the State. Odisha is an important maritime State in India with 45 million 

population equivalent to that of Spain. Majority of Odia people relish on fish and per capita fish 

consumption is about 15.50 kg which is higher than national average of 9 kg. Though Odisha is 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/lockdown-hits-fish-farmers--livelihood.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/lockdown-hits-fish-farmers--livelihood.html
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the 5th largest fish producer in India with annual average production 750,000 metric tonne, still 

it imports nearly 50,000 MT of freshwater fish every year. Lockdown and closure of National 

Highway has stopped transportation of fish from Andhra Pradesh to Odisha.  Due to this, price 

of locally priduced fish has gone up by about 30%. Prior to lockdown, Catla and Rohu prices 

were about Rs 170-180 per kg at retail markets and now it is selling between Rs 220 and Rs 

250 per kg. The traditional fishermen continue selling  fresh fish in markets within 30-50 km 

distance from fishing points. But the prices of marine fish in coastal districts have not 

significantly changed. However, most of the fishermen with mechanized boats (trawlers, purse 

seiners, gill netters, etc) have stopped fishing due to non-availability of ice, restrictions on 

movements of transport vehicles and fisher workers etc. This has brought down the fish exports 

to other States and affected the livelihoods of fishermen. 

Odisha: Allows agriculture activities, fisheries, MNREGA works during second phase of 

lockdown  

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/odisha-allows-agriculture-activities-

fisheries-mnrega-works-during-second-phase-of-lockdown20200413162522/ 

 "Revenue and Disaster Management Department of Odisha government on Monday said 

that agriculture activities, fisheries, and work under MNREGA scheme will be exempted from 

the second phase of coronavirus lockdown. Agriculture activities including harvesting, 

irrigation, transportation of seeds and agriculture products, agri-machineries, cold storage, and 

godowns will be allowed to operate during the second phase of lockdown from April 15 to 30, 

said the order issued by Additional Chief Secretary and Special Relief Commissioner Pradeep 

Jena.  According to the order, all kinds of fisheries and allied activities along with veterinary 

activities will also be allowed to continue during this period. MNREGA scheme will continue 

in the State during this lockdown period to ensure livelihood opportunities in rural areas along 

with the construction of rural housing and toilets under the Swach Bharat Mission, the order 

said. The home delivery of all goods through e-commerce platforms and online platforms will 

be allowed during the second phase of lockdown in the State from April 15 to 30, added the 

order. Other essential services, which were exempted from the lockdown, will also continue 

functioning during the second phase of the lockdown imposed to prevent the spread of 

coronavirus. 

Odisha: Best practices followed by Nimapada retail fish market in Odisha, 

Communication from Mr. Subala Mohanty, Deputy Director of Fisheries, Government of 

Odisha and Mr. Sourabh Biswal, Fish farmer, Jagatsinghpur 

"Country-wide lockdown announced by Government of India from 24 March 2020 has 

drastically affected the normal life and business of people including fishers and fish farmers. 

Many states have exempted Fisheries and aquaculture activities including input supplies and 

transportation from restricted list during lockdown. The local administration and general public 

https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/odisha-allows-agriculture-activities-fisheries-mnrega-works-during-second-phase-of-lockdown20200413162522/
https://www.aninews.in/news/national/general-news/odisha-allows-agriculture-activities-fisheries-mnrega-works-during-second-phase-of-lockdown20200413162522/
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are cooperating well in fighting COVID-19 by following the social distancing and other good 

practices and guidelines promoted by the Government.  One good example for this is Nimapada 

retail fish market in Pipili block, Puri district in Odisha. The municipal administration has 

allowed all the retail and wholesale fish markets to open on daily basis. To maintain the social 

distancing among the fish mongers in the fish market, municipal administration has marked 

circles in a line with minimum one meter distance from each other. Fish buyers mandatorily 

stand inside those circles. Also, they are advised to wear face mask. Fish vendors and fish 

buyers are encouraged to have cashless transactions by UPI mobile payment system. Similar 

arrangements are seen in various parts of Odisha including Keonjhar which is an interior tribal 

district.  Odisha is an important  maritime state in India with 45 million population equivalent 

to that of Spain. Majority of Odia people relish on fish. Percapita fish consumption is about 

15.50 kg which is higher than national average of 9 kg. Though Odisha is the 5th largest fish 

producer in India and produces about 750,000 metric tons of fish annually, it imports nearly 

50,000 metric tons of fish per annually, especially freshwater carps from neighbouring Andhra 

Pradesh state. Lockdown and closure of national highway at interstate boarder has stopped 

arrival of Andhra Fish to Odisha. Due to this, the locally farmed fish price has gone up by 

about 20-30%. Prior to lockdown, Catla and Rohu prices were about 170-180 Rs/kg at retail 

and now it is about 220-250 Rs/kg.  The traditional fishermen continue to fish and sell the fresh 

fish through local markets within 30-50 km distance from the landing centers or fishing 

villages. Therefore, the prices of marine fish in coastal districts has not significantly changed 

when compared to pre-lockdown period.  However, most of the fishermen with mechanized 

boats (trawlers, purse seiners, gill netters etc) have stopped fishing due to nonavailability of ice, 

restrictions on movements of transport vehicles and fisher workers etc. This has brought down 

the fish exports to other states and also seriously affected the livelihoods of the fisher workers 

associated with big mechanised boats. 

 

Odisha: Amid Covid-19 lock down dry fish sellers face major losses in Odisha’s Bhadrak 

https://kalingatv.com/state/amid-covid-19-lock-down-dry-fish-sellers-face-major-losses-

in-odishas-bhadrak/ 

 "Dry fish sellers face loses worth lakhs in Dhamra area of  Bhadrak district in Odisha. 

Due to Covid-19 lock down restrictions trawlers or fishing boats in Dhamra area are not 

allowed in the Bay of Bengal for fishing purposes.   Since there is no supply of fishes from the 

ocean, dry fish sellers are unable to continue their business. Many fisherman and fish sellers 

who depend on the ocean for their livelihood are forced to be unemployed and stay at home. 

According to sources, fishing in the ocean was stopped by the Odisha government due to risk 

of coronavirus infection." 

Odisha: Fishermen badly affected due to Covid-19 lock down 

https://kalingatv.com/state/amid-covid-19-lock-down-dry-fish-sellers-face-major-losses-in-odishas-bhadrak/
https://kalingatv.com/state/amid-covid-19-lock-down-dry-fish-sellers-face-major-losses-in-odishas-bhadrak/
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https://kalingatv.com/state/fishermen-in-odisha-badly-affected-due-to-covid-19-lock-

down/ 

 "The fishermen in Odisha have been very badly affected due to the coronavirus lock 

down in Odisha and India. They have been forced to stay at home. The fishermen at Paradip 

have expressed their  reluctance to go and catch fish. The government has however planned to 

allow fishing and export even during the lock down.  But there is a restriction on farming from 

15th April to 14th June since it is the fish nesting season. The fishermen have also alleged that 

their catch is not fetching the appropriate value. 

Odisha: COVID-19 set to hit State’s economy hard 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/covid-19-set-to-hit-state-s-economy-

hard.html 

 "As the Corona virus disease (COVID-19) continues to wreak havoc on markets across 

the world, the pandemic will no doubt have a huge adverse impact on the economy of Odisha in 

days to come. The virus is all set to break the backbone of a number of sectors that bring core 

revenue to the State and thereby push Odisha further into economic doldrums. Even when the 

State administration is facing a tough time in fighting the virus, the battle on the economic front 

is going to be tougher, feel experts.  From agriculture, mining and tourism to exports, 

entertainment, electronics and information technology – all these revenue-yielding sectors have 

been crippled by the outbreak. While the 24 days' lockdown the State has faced since March 21 

has literally shut down all forms of trade and commerce, the long term implication of the 

lockdown and the unpredictable time frame of the virus will hurt the entire economy, experts 

opined. The aim of the State administration has been to flatten the curve of the COVID-19, but 

the impact on the economy may perhaps go beyond the State's mitigation efforts. Mining, 

tourism and exports sectors are near ‗zero' at the moment and with markets closed local small 

businesses will be hit really hard in the coming days and months. All are waiting to see the real 

impacts on a range of sectors in the next few months.   

At the moment one can only predict, and the predictions are really bad. Experts expect any sort 

of revival in any sector may take at least 12 to 18 months post-Corona control. Mining sector 

used to be the largest contributor to the State exchequer and now with 23 major iron ore 

manganese mines gone to new hands, it will take at least one year for resumption of mining 

operations. Second, though mining activities are kept out of the purview of lockdown, non-

availability of manpower has almost stalled operations.  ―Hospitality industry has been 

devastated completely. While Corona virus has brought this sector to a standstill position, there 

is no hope that tourism will revive anytime soon, simply because even after everything settles 

down, people are not going to travel anytime soon, said a leading tour operator. With big hotels 

across the State including the ones owned by the Odisha Tourism Development Corporation 

(OTDC), a State-owned PSU pulling down shutters, the condition of the smaller hotels is 

https://kalingatv.com/state/fishermen-in-odisha-badly-affected-due-to-covid-19-lock-down/
https://kalingatv.com/state/fishermen-in-odisha-badly-affected-due-to-covid-19-lock-down/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/covid-19-set-to-hit-state-s-economy-hard.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/covid-19-set-to-hit-state-s-economy-hard.html
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obvious. FICCI Eastern Region Tourism Committee Chairman Souvagya Mohapatra said, ―We 

have asked the State Government to bail out the industry. Hopefully, we will see something 

coming up.   

Agriculture, which is the mainstay of Odisha, is badly hurt. Rabi crop harvest has come to a 

standstill due to non availability of workers. Allied sectors are also facing the toughest time. 

Take for example, every day 30 lakh litres of milk are wasted and milk farmers are in dire 

straits. Similarly, fisheries sector is facing a tough time and worse is the situation of the sea 

food exports. Odisha is one of the major seafood exporters in the country but since Corona 

virus has hit the State the fishermen have hardly gone out for fishing, forget exporting the 

catch.  There is hardly any fishing happening now. But more than that, all our markets have 

been hit terribly. The US, China, Europe and Japan are the core markets, where Odisha used to 

send mainly shrimps. Corona has shut down everything. Official stats say that seafood exports 

from the country and shrimp export to China alone had touched a record growth of 42 percent 

in 2019. But COVID-19 has turned everything upside down, said a senior official of Falcon 

Exports, which is the biggest exporter of sea food from Odisha. COVID-19 simply does not 

seem to spare anyone.  

Another big sector that has taken a hit is Electronics and Information Technology (E andIT).  

While most of the big companies like Infosys, TCS, and other IT companies in Odisha have 

given permission to their employees to work from home, a model which would help the 

companies cut costs, the sector will face a serious crisis in coming days, admitted experts. With 

the State Government shutting down bars and beverage outlets, the other big revenue 

generating arm of Odisha Excise, which generates over Rs 4,000 crore per annum, it will not be 

able to boost the State exchequer. Against this backdrop, the State Government's task of 

generating revenue and funding social sectors like healthcare and livelihood has turned out to 

be a Herculean task. Major funding will go for COVID control and other healthcare measures. 

Odisha: Coronavirus, dip in imports bring hard times for fish traders 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/03/coronavirus-dip-in-

imports-bring-hard-times-for-odishas-fish-traders-2125140.html 

 "For the fish-loving Odia, the price is beginning to pinch the pocket. With fish import 

from Andhra Pradesh dropping by the day, it has affected the supply chain. What has made the 

matters worse is local fishermen community is not venturing out due to the lockdown and 

social-distancing. For the fishers, the fish eaters as well the traders, this is unprecedented. 

Though the Government has not imposed any restriction on transport of fish and other 

products, shortage of labourers and closure of hotels and restaurants have affected business of 

thousands of traders and vendors.  Jameswar Mallik, Secretary of Jay Jawan Matsyabyabasayi 

Mahasangha at Unit-4, the largest fish market in the Capital, rues that the fish import has come 

down drastically due to the lockdown.  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/03/coronavirus-dip-in-imports-bring-hard-times-for-odishas-fish-traders-2125140.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/03/coronavirus-dip-in-imports-bring-hard-times-for-odishas-fish-traders-2125140.html
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""While a large number of fishermen in Odisha have stopped selling fish, the shortage of 

labourers in Guntur, Nellore and other places of Andhra Pradesh has also affected fish 

transport,"" Mallik said. Due to the lockdown, import has come down from around 8,000 kg to 

around 2,000 kg a day in the last two weeks. Compounding the problem is cost of transport 

which has increased as drivers are reluctant to transport fish to the State in the face of the virus 

outbreak. This, in turn, has pushed up the price of fish in the market.  Rohu is being sold at Rs 

200 per kg against the usual price of Rs160, while Bhakura sells for Rs 220 to Rs 240 though 

the normal price would be Rs 180. Closure of hotels and restaurants and restriction on 

movement of people has plunged their sale further. ""We used to sell at least one quintal fish a 

day but now the sale has dropped by half,"" said Prasant Behera, a fish vendor at Rasulgarh.  

The 21-day lockdown has not only hit Odisha's fishing industry hard but dealt a body blow to 

livelihood of lakhs of commercial fishermen and traders.  

The Government advisory to practice social distancing and fear of police action has forced the 

fisherfolk not to venture out. Demand from local markets has crashed due to closure of hotel 

and restaurants and transport of marine catch has also come to a grinding halt. Fishermen have 

stopped venturing into sea following the coronavirus lockdown, said B Iswar Rao, a fisherman 

from Penthakata in Puri. Hundreds of fishermen from the district, dependent on marine 

fisheries, are also facing difficulties in finding customers. 

Coronavirus, dip in imports bring hard times for fish traders in Odisha, India 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/03/coronavirus-dip-in-

imports-bring-hard-times-for-odishas-fish-traders-2125140.html 

 "For the fish-loving Odia, the price is beginning to pinch the pocket. With fish import 

from Andhra Pradesh dropping by the day, it has affected the supply chain. What have made 

the matters worse is local fishermen community is not venturing out due to the lockdown and 

social-distancing.  For the fishers, the fish eaters as well the traders, this is unprecedented. 

Though the Government has not imposed any restriction on transport of fish and other 

products, shortage of labourers and closure of hotels and restaurants have affected business of 

thousands of traders and vendors.  Jameswar Mallik, Secretary of Jay Jawan Matsyabyabasayi 

Mahasangha at Unit-4, the largest fish market in the Capital, rues that the fish import has come 

down drastically due to the lockdown. ""While a large number of fishermen in Odisha have 

stopped selling fish, the shortage of labourers in Guntur, Nellore and other places of Andhra 

Pradesh has also affected fish transport,"" Mallik said.  Due to the lockdown, import has come 

down from around 8,000 kg to around 2,000 kg a day in the last two weeks. Compounding the 

problem is cost of transport which has increased as drivers are reluctant to transport fish to the 

State in the face of the virus outbreak.  

This, in turn, has pushed up the price of fish in the market.  Rohu is being sold at Rs 200 per kg 

against the usual price of Rs160, while Bhakura sells for Rs 220 to Rs 240 though the normal 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/03/coronavirus-dip-in-imports-bring-hard-times-for-odishas-fish-traders-2125140.html
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price would be Rs 180. Closure of hotels and restaurants and restriction on movement of people 

has plunged their sale further. ""We used to sell at least one quintal fish a day but now the sale 

has dropped by half,"" said Prasant Behera, a fish vendor at Rasulgarh.  The 21-day lockdown 

has not only hit Odisha's fishing industry hard but dealt a body blow to livelihood of lakhs of 

commercial fishermen and traders. The Government advisory to practice social distancing and 

fear of police action has forced the fisherfolk not to venture out. Demand from local markets 

has crashed due to closure of hotel and restaurants and transport of marine catch has also come 

to a grinding halt.  Fishermen have stopped venturing into sea following the coronavirus 

lockdown, said B Iswar Rao, a fisherman from Penthakata in Puri. Hundreds of fishermen from 

the district, dependent on marine fisheries, are also facing difficulties in finding customers. 

 

 

Odisha: Corona Impact: 20,000 fishermen in Puri face untold misery 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/corona-impact-20-000-fishermen-in-puri-face-untold-

misery/States/news/1939378.html 

 "About twenty thousand sea fishermen in Puri and Chadrabhaga are facing untold misery 

as their fishing has been stopped due to nationwide lockdown in the wake of the coronavirus 

outbreak. According to Babula Prasad , who is leading a NGO working for fishermen's interest, 

said there were about fifteen thousand people in Pentkota fishermen settlement located in the 

Eastern direction of Puri and about five thousand fishermen in Chandrabhaga beach near 

Konark Sun temple. 

Odisha: Ganjam fisherwomen unite to get back fish trade from monopolistic traders 

https://india.mongabay.com/2020/04/ganjam-fisherwomen-unite-to-get-back-fish-trade-

from-monopolistic-traders/ 

 "As the sun moved above the horizon dividing the sky and sea, five boats approached the 

coast at Sana Nolia Nuagaon, a fishing village in Ganjam district of eastern Indian state of 

Odisha. The quiet beach instantly sprang to life as the boat, which had gone to sea in the wee 

hours, returned with the day's catch wrapped in nets. Buyers huddled around the heap of fish 

catch to procure them through auction. Among those bidding were around 50 women from the 

local fishing community, all members of various self-help groups (SHGs), who collectively 

pooled their money for economic activities.   - In a coastal village in Odisha, women are 

working together to break away from the shackles of traders, empower the fishing community 

and achieve financial independence.  - Their non-governmental organisation, Samudram, is 

now federated at the state level and comprises 4000 members of 250 women self help groups.  - 

Over 600,000 people from the traditional fishing community in 813 villages in Odisha are 

http://www.uniindia.com/~/corona-impact-20-000-fishermen-in-puri-face-untold-misery/States/news/1939378.html
http://www.uniindia.com/~/corona-impact-20-000-fishermen-in-puri-face-untold-misery/States/news/1939378.html
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engaged in the marine sector. Almost a half of them are women.   Within no time, the women 

bought the whole catch. 

 ―Twelve of us women collectively bought fish worth Rs. 5,000 and will sell them at the local 

market, said A. Aramma, leader of one of the SHGs. The scene was starkly different two 

decades ago, when outside traders monopolised the fish trade. The traders pounce on the day's 

catch first, sorting out the best quality fish that fetched higher prices in the market and taking 

them away. The women, who have always played a vital role in the supply chain, mostly as 

retail traders at their local markets, were left with rejected inferior species of fish most of which 

were sold in local market as ‗sukhua' (dry fish) that fetched very little money.   The making of 

the trading racket Odisha is endowed with a 482-kilometre-long coastline with 24,000 square 

kilometres of continental shelf. Over 600,000 people from the traditional fishing community in 

813 villages in six districts of the state are engaged in the marine sector.  

Almost half of them are women. Most of the people in the community are economically 

backward. Especially, the Telugu speaking landless and illiterate fishermen living in villages at 

Ganjam coast are more vulnerable to exploitation. In the 1990s, there was not much 

government support, subsidy or institutional loan for traditional fishermen. Most depended on 

the moneylenders for a loan they could use to buy boats and nets.  Often the moneylenders 

were the traders, who dictated the price of the catch. The fishermen got their payments months 

after selling their catch. Worse, they got no payment at all if they had received some advance or 

loan from the traders. ―Things were pretty bad in Ganjam 20 years ago. For fisher families, it 

was a vicious circle of debt and poverty, said Buguru Chitamma, who took the lead in 

empowering the women in particular and fisher community in general.  Chitamma's story: 

Sitting on a plastic chair in her modest dwelling in Sana Aryjapalli, which neighbours Sana 

NoliaNuagaon, 75-year-old Chitamma reflected on the struggles she took up to empower the 

entire fishermen community in Ganjam. Half a century back, Chitamma came as a bride to a 

Sana Aryjapalli that had nothing – no road, electricity or school. Only few of the boys went to a 

school 10 km away.  

Though steeped in poverty, men blew up the family's meagre income from fishing, on liquor. 

Women were completely at the mercy of their husbands, children malnourished and families 

perpetually on debt.  In the 1980s, Chitamma, a resolute woman who had received no formal 

education moved from village to village organising other women. She launched an anti-liquor 

movement, fought against child marriage, supported girls' education and mobilised funds to 

build a high school by 1995. Along the way, her stature in the community grew in Sana 

Aryjapalli and six other neighbouring coastal villages, having a combined population of over 

10,000.  The rights based social work by Chitamma drew the women towards her and she 

inspired them to form SHGs adopting saving-credit system. The women contributed between 

Rs. 25 and Rs. 100 towards the revolving funds of their respective SHGs and started exploring 

options for investment in fish trade. ―Chitamma suggested that procuring fish catch collectively 
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in auction would strengthen the women's bargaining power and help them trade on a larger 

scale, said P. Kamudi, a fisherwoman from Sana Nolia Nugagaon.  

However, it was not easy challenging the monopoly of the traders and moneylender. The 

women started gathering information on fish trade – where traders sent their consignments and 

how they got payment – by enlisting support of voluntary organisation United Artists' 

Association based in Ganja town few kilometres away.  They discovered that the traders were 

running their businesses by essentially recycling the poor fishermen's capital. This is how it 

worked: The traders took the fish catch from one group of fishermen in one village and 

supplied it outside Odisha. However, instead of making payment to the fishermen, they 

forwarded the money from sold fish to another group of fishermen in another village as 

advance or loan. That first advance is the traders' initial investment and it multiplies based on 

how high the price of fish or interest rate they charge.  With a view towards breaking the 

shackles of traders, the women of Sana Aryjapalli started trading in 2006 using the fish catch of 

only eight traditional fishing boats with detachable engines under the banner of Samudram 

(meaning ‗sea'), a name they had registered as a non-governmental organisation in 1995, with 

Chitamma as its head.  

The women were successful in releasing the boats from the traders' debt by facilitating 

institutional bank loans and enlisting the support of non-profit OXFAM in 2008.  Sustainable 

fishing the women collectively bought fish through auction and set aside the better fish to be 

sent outside Odisha to Howrah, Chennai and Bangalore through trains. They supplied the fish 

to genuine outside fish merchants identified by the National Fishworkers' Forum, a body of 

traditional fishermen. Rest were sold locally as fresh fish or converted to dry fish. In 2010, 

Samudram, which had by then registered itself as a company, got a global award, UNDP's 

Equator Prize, in recognition for their local efforts in biodiversity conservation and poverty 

alleviation.   

Around the same time, the state government started announcing welfare measures for 

fishermen, starting with Matsyajibi Unnayana Yojana (fishermen development scheme) that 

provided subsidy of around 50% subsidy for boat and engine costs. Later, the government 

unveiled the 2015 Odisha Fisheries Policy, which aimed to double fishermen's earnings by 

2020 by increasing their productivity. As per the policy, the government has announced a 

plethora of welfare measures, including subsidies for fishermen of between 40-60% for boats, 

nets, up to 10-horsepower engines, and mopeds or three-wheelers with iceboxes to improve 

their livelihoods. The measures also include annual scholarships of between Rs. 3,000 and Rs. 

7,500 for meritorious high school students from fishing communities.  The 2019-20 budget for 

the different central and state schemes in total fisheries sector in Odisha is over Rs. 160 crore. 

Around 30% it is for marine fisheries. There are over 18,000 fishing boats in the six coastal 

districts of the state – around 2,000 mechanised, 7,000 motorised and 9,000 non-motorised. 
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 There is no subsidy for mechanised boats. In Ganjam, the marine sector has 17 registered 

primary marine cooperative societies including nine women societies. ―This year, each society 

has got a financial assistance of Rs. 2 lakh from the government for increasing productivity, 

said Ganjam Additional Fisheries Officer Syam Prasad Panda.  The number of registered boats 

in the district is 1,700 -1,100 motorised and 600 non-motorised. Almost all the boats have 

availed subsidy. However, in many cases the traders are the real investors keeping the 

fishermen, who cannot afford to buy on their own, as their fronts. The women of Samudram 

have succeeded in making the fishermen the real owners of the boats by facilitating funds for 

them from banks or helping them access government subsidies. Out of 500 boats in the 15 

coastal villages of Ganjam where the group is active, 200 boats are completely free of the 

traders' grip.   

In fishing family's economy, owning a boat is a big achievement. After the deduction of the 

fuel, the fish catch is divided into seven shares – one each for boat and net, and five for five 

crew members. If two family members are part of the crew going for fishing, the family get five 

shares if the boat is with them. Besides, the women of the family get the chance to trade the 

fish. Over the years, Samudram's footprints grew over 12 coastal villages of Ganjam and 

beyond it to three other districts – Puri, Jagatsinghpur and Balasore. They kept the fish 

purchased from fishermen at six procurement centres equipped with trays, crates, ice breakers, 

insulated boxes and deep freezers in Ganjam, Puri, Jagatsinghpur and Balasore districts. They 

also engaged market supervisors who checked the prevailing market price.  Samudram is now 

federated at the state level and comprises 4000 members of 250 SHGs. A venture that started 

with an investment of few thousands of rupees reached its peak by 2016 with an annual 

transaction of Rs. 60 lakh (Rs. 6 million). It did business with a profit margin of around 3%, 

which was shared among all affiliated SHGs. Samudram hit a hurdle in 2017 after the 

implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). The group has stopped fish supply 

outside Odisha momentarily as the women claim that they have not enough revolving capital to 

function under GST. Chitamma said they would resume operation under GST regime after 

generating required capital.  

However, the SHGs continue to run their business independently using the infrastructure of 

Samudram. Their collective annual fish transaction has stabilised at around Rs. 30 lakh (Rs. 3 

million). According to the septuagenarian, profit and loss or business growth is never meant to 

be the prime driver of Samudram. The idea was, she said, to empower the fishing community, 

especially the women, to achieve financial independence.  New challenges  However, the 

community keeps facing new challenges. ―This is what we got today, A. Areya said after 

returning from the sea, pointing towards a single medium sized fish on his palm, and then 

added: ―The catch is declining by the day. Data from the Central Marine Fisheries Research 

Institute (CMFRI) corroborate Areya's observation. According to CMFRI, India registered a 

9% decline in marine fish catch between 2017 and 2018. Areya and four other crew members 
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go to the sea for 10 days in a month. On an average, they get Rs. 500 worth of fish per head on 

a day. According to him, varieties abundantly available 10 years back are nowhere to be seen 

these days. He attributed the fall in catch to climate-induced disasters in the Bay of Bengal. 

 The coast of Ganjam, highly vulnerable to cyclones and turbulent wind, faced two successive 

disasters like Cyclone Phailin in 2013 and Cyclone Hudhud in 2014.  In addition, the 

infrastructural development along the coast like Gopalpur Port near the villages has shrunk the 

fishing area of traditional boats that may not go far into the sea for fishing. Fishermen say that 

dredging along the coast for ship movement has damaged the habitat of the fish within 10 

nautical mile area from the coast. The women SHGs of Samudram are exploring alternatives to 

meet the challenges. It has been easier in Puri and Jagatsinghpur districts where fishermen also 

own some land. ―Around 50 SHGs in our district have been doing inland fishery, goat rearing 

and dairying by linking up with the state government's Mission Shakti scheme, said Jharana 

Behera of Dakshinapantala village in Puri.  In Ganjam, which does not have trawlers, the 

women take the lead in driving away outside trawlers from Andhra Pradesh by repeated 

protests in front of authorities.  

Fisheries officials say that the coast here is not suitable for trawling as there is no fisheries 

harbour yet – though there is a proposal to build one near the Gopalpur port. The traditional 

fishermen allege that the trawlers are their biggest enemies as they sweep away all kinds of big 

and small fish, and even eggs, from the bottom of the sea. Odisha has over 1,500 trawlers, 

almost a half of them at the fishing harbour in Paradip Port in Jagatsinghpur district. The 

remainders are in Balasore and Bhadrak. Fisheries department officials said that the state 

government does not provide any kind of subsidy to the trawlers. Trawler operators say the lack 

of subsidies makes it far more difficult for them to work.  In neighbouring Andhra Pradesh, the 

trawler owners get relaxation on diesel in the form of Rs. 9 per litre. Mostly, the trawlers from 

Andhra Pradesh invade the Ganjam coast for fishing. Though Samudram has been a change-

maker where it operates, it has mostly got support from non-governmental organisations.  

Though it works perfectly as a cooperative society, it has not been registered as one and is 

deprived of many government facilities including relaxations under GST. The women said that 

the state fisheries department officials often showcased Samudram's exemplary work as a 

model to outside visitors but never seriously helped them. On the other side, the registered 

cooperative societies that get government assistance are remote-controlled by politicians and 

officials and mostly defunct.  ―We have been reviewing the activities of the societies and taking 

appropriate action, said the deputy director of fisheries Siba Prasad Bhoi. Government officials 

also admitted that there was too much officials' interference in cooperative societies and 

Samudram would have failed to achieve what it did had it registered itself as one. They said 

that though women are almost 50% of the workforce in marine sector, there is no subsidy 

designed specifically for them.   
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Apart from the national fishing ban period from April 15 to June 14, there is a seven-month ban 

from November 1 to May 31 for Olive Ridley turtle conservation in Rushikulya river mouth at 

Ganjam coast, Astaranga beach in Puri and Gahirmatha in Kendrapara coast. The state 

government started giving a yearly livelihood support of Rs. 7,500 to 1,500 fishermen living in 

the area. Samudram SHG members have been voluntarily protecting the turtle habitats in these 

areas for a long time. However, there are no incentives for such efforts. ―If the government 

sincerely wants to bring about a drastic change in the lives of poor people, it has to spot the 

potential in groups like Samudram and support them proactively with judicious use and 

planning of subsidies, said Kanda Alaya, secretary of Odisha Traditional Fishermen Union. 

Seafood prices skyrocket in Kendrapara, Odisha 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/01/seafood-prices-skyrocket-

in-kendrapara-2124251.html 

 "Seafood prices have shot up in the coastal district with fishermen deciding not to venture 

into the sea during the 21-day lockdown period. Vendors in Kendrapara, Patkura, 

Mahakalapada, Rajnagar and other areas have jacked up prices of popular fish varieties like 

Kani, Pomphret, Khainga, Khuranta, Bhekti, Khasuli and Eel. The price of fish varieties across 

the board has also seen a similar trend. A fish merchant of Kendrapara Arakhita Behera said, 

―Since the fishermen are no longer going to the sea, the fish supply is limited. The price hike is 

not in our hands. Pomfret, which normally sells at Rs 300 per kg, is now priced at Rs 450. The 

price of Kani, a common fish, has increased to Rs 250 per kg from Rs 150. General Secretary 

of All Odisha Fish Producers' Federation Sumant Biswal said fishing activities have come to a 

standstill in the harbour of port town Paradip due to the lockdown. Fishermen are not willing to 

go to the sea as selling their catch would be difficult due to the restrictions. Seafood processing 

units and exporters have also stopped loading fish from the harbours at Paradip and other areas 

citing transportation issues.  

 ―The district officials have asked fishermen to abandon the traditional auction system to 

prevent crowding. Due to this directive, fishermen are facing problems to sell their catch, 

Biswal claimed.Sources said the fate of around six lakh fishermen hangs in balance due to the 

coronavirus restrictions. Though the Centre has announced a relief package of Rs 1.7 lakh crore 

for the poor in view of the pandemic, fishermen will not be benefitted from it as they are not 

included in Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme.  President of Odisha 

Traditional Fish Workers' Union (OTFWU) Prasanna Behera said the Government should 

provide a monthly allowance of Rs 10,000 for the next three months to all fishermen and those 

engaged in allied activities. Director of Fisheries department SR Pradhan said, ―Though we 

have not imposed any ban on fishing, the fishermen are not venturing into sea due to various 

problems arising out of the lockdown. Fishermen, fish traders and processors are facing labour 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/apr/01/seafood-prices-skyrocket-in-kendrapara-2124251.html
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shortage and transportation issues due to the restrictions. The administration has decided to 

provide necessary help to the affected fishermen. 

 

Odisha’s fishermen in distress amid corona scare 

https://winkreport.com/puri-fishermen-in-distress-amid-corona-scare/ 

 "The worldwide coronavirus scare and subsequent government measures to tackle the 

situation have affected the livelihood of thousands of fishermen at Penthakata here. At least 

10,000 families of Penthakata usually depend upon fishing activities in the sea to earn 

livelihood. Most of the fishermen of the locality usually venture into the sea in early morning 

and return to the shore in the afternoon.  Some fishermen also carry out fishing activities at 

night and return home in the morning, sources said. The fishermen sell their catch to traders 

and hoteliers, sources added.  

However, the coronavirus scare has discouraged people to take non-vegetarian meals even 

though there was no advice in this regard from the Health department. Besides, almost all 

hotels and restaurants in the city have been closed down as a precautionary measure against the 

deadly virus. ―In the prevailing situation, traders are unwilling to buy fish from us. 

Discontinuation of train services and the restrictions imposed on vehicular traffic have also 

prevented us from sending fish to other places. So, most of the fishermen have stopped fishing. 

Now, we are facing difficulties to meet our daily expenses, said Ishwar Rao, a fisherman of 

Penthakata.  Chandrasekhar Reddy, another fisherman of the locality, claimed that restrictions 

on vehicular traffic have also caused shortage of ice to preserve the fish. ―There is no demand 

for fish in the market. We are in a difficult situation. We urge the state government to provide 

financial assistance to the fishermen of Penthakata, Reddy said. It is worth mentioning here that 

cyclonic storm Fani that made a landfall on Odisha coast May 3 had damaged majority of 

fishing boats at Penthakata. Besides, hundreds of houses had been destroyed by the storm. ―The 

cyclonic storm had given a severe blow to us. We struggled hard to manage the situation. Now, 

the coronavirus scare has taken away our livelihood, Reddy added. 

COVID-19: Odisha fishermen feel lockdown heat 

https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/food/covid-19-odisha-fishermen-feel-lockdown-

heat-69946  

"The Odisha government's decision to put 14 districts under lockdown till March 29 has dealt a 

blow to the fishing sector in the state. The districts under lockdown include Puri, Nayagarh, 

Jagatsinghpur, Jajpur, Bhadrak, Balasore, Dhenkanal, Sambalpur and Jharsuguda. Earlier, only 

five districts comprising Khordha, Cuttack, Ganjam, Kendrapara and Angul were placed under 

lockdown.Many of these districts are by the Bay of Bengal. The heat is being felt in coastal 

https://winkreport.com/puri-fishermen-in-distress-amid-corona-scare/
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districts; borders with other states have been sealed, affecting fishermen who sold fish from the 

regions, said Prasana Behera, president, Odisha Traditional Fish Workers' Union.  The fate of 

these fishermen now hangs in balance. Before the lockdown, fish suppliers would travel to 

West Bengal in trucks and buses to sell off the fish. That has been stalled now. ―The prices of 

fish is falling. Fishermen are losing money. Earlier, we would send ten trucks loaded with fish 

to West Bengal, and five trucks having dry fish to North East, said Bayadhar Behera, a fish 

supplier in Paradip. ―We depend on the sea for our daily earnings. We can deal with bad 

weather, cyclone and choppy waters. But the coronavirus has ruined our lives, said Maheswar 

Mandal, a fisherman. The rate of fishes like pomphret, rohu, mirakali, among others has seen a 

drastic fall. Till last week, a kilogram of pomphret fish cost Rs 300. Now, it costs Rs 150 in 

Kendrapada town, according to Anadi Behera, a fish merchant.  While some fish merchants 

preserved fish in cold storages, most lack facilities to do the same. As a result, they have no 

choice but to sell off the fish at a lower price, said Narayan Haldar, president of Odisha 

Masyajibi Forum. About 32 seafood export companies exported seafood worth around Rs 3,200 

crore in the current financial year. Last year as well, cyclone Fani had wreaked havoc in the 

fishing sector as hundreds of fishing boats and prawn farms were damaged, said Kamalesh 

Mohanty, president, Sea Food Exporter Associations of India. 

Coronavirus: Lockdown in Odisha to curb spread of virus affects fishermen 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/mar/24/coronavirus-lockdown-in-

odisha-to-curb-spread-of-virus-affects-fishermen-2120775.html  

"The state government's lockdown to prevent spread of coronavirus had seriously affected 

fishery activities in the district. The fate of at least 5,000 fishermen, who used to supply not 

only in Odisha but also to neighbouring West Bengal, is now hanging in balance. Bayadhar 

Behera, a fish supplier of Mahakalapada said he used to supply six truck loads of fish worth `20 

lakh to West Bengal and three trucks worth Rs 10 to north-eastern States like Assam. However, 

the lockdown has brought the supply to a grinding halt. What's worse is that the price of fish 

like pomfret, rohu and mirakali has been dwindling in the district. While pomfret cost Rs 300 

per kg till last week, its price has come down to `150 per kg in Kendrapara town.  President of 

Odisha Masyajibi Forum Narayan Haldar said since most fishermen do not have access to cold 

storage, they have little option but to sell their catch at throwaway prices. Similar is the plight 

of betel growers who supply their produce within two days of plucking the leaves. Owing to the 

lockdown, huge quantities of betel leaves are now rotting in the houses of farmers. Betel 

businessmen from the district and other areas have stopped buying the produce giving farmers 

sleepless nights.   The coconut suppliers of the district are also hit by the lockdown. ―We 

supply coconuts to New Delhi, Bihar and other States by road. But the lockdown has affected 

our business as several coconut-laden trucks are stranded on highways due to the shutdown, 

said Ramesh Sahoo, a coconut supplier of Kendrapara town. 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/mar/24/coronavirus-lockdown-in-odisha-to-curb-spread-of-virus-affects-fishermen-2120775.html
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Odisha leads way with climate budget 

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/poshan-news-odisha-leads-way-with-climate-

budget/348879  

"Odisha is the first state to present a climate budget. The importance of such a move reflects the 

fact that climate has direct relevance to outcomes in agriculture, health, hunger, forests, water, 

etc. In fact, every aspect of life and thus climate budget is a step in the right direction. But the 

challenge remains how far the departments will implement the suggestions made in the budget.  

Climate budget is not the same as a gender budget or a nutrition budget. It's essentially a 

perspective paper on budgetary components relating to climate change. Odisha's State Action 

Plan on Climate Change (SAPCC) 2015-23 has formed the basis of the state climate budget. 

The budget encompasses 11 departments - Department of Agriculture and Farmers' 

Empowerment, Revenue and Disaster Management, Energy, Fisheries and Animal Resources 

Development, Forest & Environment, Health & Family Welfare, Panchayati Raj & Drinking 

Water, Rural Development, Commerce and Transport, Housing and Urban Development and 

Water Resource, in its analysis.  It is unfortunate that the Departments of Industries and Steels 

& Mines have been excluded from this exercise. The department of Women and Child 

Development is also not part of the budget. Tribal development department does not also figure 

though a lot of infrastructure projects are carried out through the Integrated Tribal Development 

Agency (ITDA). The expenditures in these departments have far-reaching impacts on climate 

change adaptation and mitigation.   

The budget document states that ―the purpose of this analysis is to assist the government in first 

identifying sectors and schemes to focus on improving climate resilience and mitigation 

outcomes, and secondly to support government in deciding whether programmes need 

redesigning or additional funding to accommodate changes needed to deliver climate benefits 

and/or safeguard projects from the impacts of climate change.  The next step is to ensure that 

related schemes are revisited and resource allocations realigned. A consultation recently 

organized by the Foundation For Sustainable. Development and Climate Action (FSDCA) 

(www.fsdca.org), a non-profit organization, in association with Action For Sustainable 

Development (Action4SD) (action4sd.org), a global civil society platform engaged on issues of 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), looked into how far the Climate Budget addresses the 

climate issues of the state. About 50 people from civil society, academia, students, corporate 

houses and media persons participated in the event. Just budgeting is only one step.  

In order to widen it‘s intervene on the issues of climate change, it needs to create more 

awareness among the people on the subject and rope in the civil society and community in the 

implementation of the climate action plans.  Climate Issues in Odisha:  ―Despite being on the 

frontline to experience climate change impacts, Odisha hasn't yet attracted wider discussion in 

national forums. Though some discussion is taking place over coastal erosion and coastal 

https://www.outlookindia.com/website/story/poshan-news-odisha-leads-way-with-climate-budget/348879
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climate, the impacts of climate change are significant on forests, rivers and overall landscape of 

the state, stated Basudev Mahapatra, environment journalist. Mahapatra pointed out that due to 

climate change, forests in the state are degrading, rivers are dying, agriculture is facing 

uncertainties, and farmers are facing the brunt of it. Due to the rise of sea temperature fishes are 

travelling to colder area. For example, fish catch in Astaranga coast has gone down.  Globally, 

temperature has risen by 1.1 degree centigrade in comparison to the pre-industrial era. Rise in 

sea level and irregular weather conditions affecting food production are some clear impacts of 

climate change.  

The Paris Climate Deal signed by the world leaders in 2015 aims at keeping the global rise in 

temperature to 2 degrees above the pre-industrial era. Otherwise, it will have some irreversible 

impacts. Though the people of Odisha are least responsible for climate change, we are certainly 

facing the heat as climate change is a global phenomenon, which does not respect boundaries. 

As Odisha is predominantly an agrarian society, it needs proactive actions to save its farmers 

and the general populace. ―Climate change will drastically reduce the food production in 

coming years which will affect the people in Odisha, warns Mahapatra.  Prof Surendranath 

Pasupalak , former Vice Chancellor, OUAT, blamed rapid, unmindful industrialization for 

many of the woes. ―Capitalism is profit oriented. Such development does not care about the 

climate issues. This is the primary reason for climate change. Population growth and their 

rising requirement have led to consumerism and impacted negatively climate change, stated 

Pasupalak.   

Experts at the meet felt more funding agencies need to come forward to support climate actions 

undertaken by the NGOs and the government. The implementing agencies and the monitoring 

agencies should be identified. These are structural needs. In addition, the participants felt 

traditional knowledge of locals should be utilized to help us fight climate change. Pratap 

Pradhan of Samaja, a prominent Odia newspaper, stressed need for more focus on climate 

issues in the media by bridging the gap between the researchers on climate change and the 

journalists in the state. Giving a gender angle to the discussion, Bijayini Mohanty, social 

worker, opined, ―The socio-economic impacts of climate change on the women is more than 

the men. The climate discussion and actions ought to reckon with this fact. Pasupalak felt 

setting up of a Climate Change Commission in the state could help in bringing all the climate 

linked issues under one umbrella. 

  

 

 

Paradip Port Trust (PPT) urges fishermen to use designated channel in Odisha 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/ppt-urges-fishermen-to-use-designated-

channel.html 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/ppt-urges-fishermen-to-use-designated-channel.html
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 "Paradip Port Trust (PPT) Chairman Rinkesh Roy, addressing the Press on Monday, 

reiterated the successful completion of dredging operations at the Mahanadi river mouth. The 

work in the navigational channel having 1-km length and 100-meter width carried out by the 

Dredging Corporation of India was completed on February 26 this year. He appealed to local 

fishermen to use the designated channel and not to use any shortcut while venturing into the 

sea. The PPT marine department has already installed four temporary buoys in the channel with 

proper marking, which is clearly visible, Roy informed. To impart training to the fishermen, the 

PPT Seior Hydrographic Surveyor would conduct a programme regarding GPS coordination 

with proper latitude and longitude. Roy cautioned that fishing trawlers not following the 

designated channel would be at risk of stranding.  Notably, an Integrated Fishery Harbour is 

operational at Paradip located in the Mahanadi right bank, for which maintenance dredging is 

required in regular intervals.  

The harbour is presently managed by the State Fisheries Department. The local fishing 

community has been facing difficulties as the river mouth has been silted up over the years and 

the fishing vessels face hindrance to navigate during approach/exit from the harbour. The river 

mouth was last dredged almost 20 years back.  On the steps undertaken by the PPT to prevent 

any possible outbreak of COVID-19 in the locality, Roy said the ships coming to the port from 

the countries, where there is reporting of maximum outbreak of corona virus are subjected to 

quarantine of mandatory 14 days in the anchorage area and the Master of Vessel sends the 

health status of its crew members twice a day to the designated medical team of PPT. After 

quarantine period, the Port Health Officer or the Chief Medical Officer, PPT boards and 

screens the crew and if everything is alright then the ship is allowed to undertake cargo 

operations. As the Limited Pratique is in place, no shore leaving permission is given to the 

crew.  In case of Indian crew, if there is any essential requirement then he is subjected to 

medical screening and thermal scanning. Disposal of waste or faecal matter from the ships 

berthing locally is not permitted.  

Cautioning about hard summer days ahead, Roy appealed to the inhabitants of township to cope 

up with one-time water supply very soon. Repair work of the Taladanda Canal would begin in 

Cuttack and continue till May 31. Hence, the port administration is trying to revive the water 

intake point at Choudhurygada and draw maximum possible water in next few days. The 

reservoirs of PPT can meet the water demand for 30-35 days with one-time supply; otherwise 

the capacity is for 17-20 days. 

Odisha: Vessels enter Paradip harbour after 20 years, thanks to DCIL 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/vessels-enter-paradip-harbour-

after-20-years-thanks-to-dcil/article31079257.ece 

 "Fishing vessels can now safely enter the Paradip fishing harbour after a gap of two 

decades thanks to dredging works undertaken by the Dredging Corporation of India Ltd. at the 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Visakhapatnam/vessels-enter-paradip-harbour-after-20-years-thanks-to-dcil/article31079257.ece
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Mahanadi rivermouth near Paradip in Odisha. The dredging, completed by a trailing suction 

hopper dredger in record time, has won DCIL accolades from senior officials of the Paradip 

Port Trust (PPT). The channel is now finally open and the woes of the fishing community have 

ended after two decades, said local officials. Some dredging companies had attempted to clear 

the channel but had failed due to breakdowns. The job was finally entrusted to DCIL in 

December 2019.  A senior DCIL official told The Hindu that the task was completed amid a lot 

of risk. ―The designed depth achieved was of five metres. The area was also known for heavy 

wind with big swirls. It involved a lot of risk due to threat of running aground on account of 

shallow waters, the official said.  

The harbour was constructed by PPT to avoid eventualities inside the commercial harbour 

during shipping operations. The fishery harbour's construction was completed in 1995 and 

commissioned in 1998. Subsequently, it was handed over to the Odisha government on 

September 27, 2011.  The harbour is located at Paradip on the right bank of the Mahanadi, 

about a km upstream of the river mouth having a width of 100 m, for which maintenance 

dredging was required at regular intervals. This type of feat was never attempted before by any 

dredging company due to the restricted draft in the assigned area. The project was closely 

monitored with daily production, survey charts and with impeccable execution instructions to 

the vessel about the dredging plan. The unique project was completed successfully in 45 days, 

the official said. 

Beach livelihoods of Odisha  

https://www.epw.in/journal/2020/10/postscript/beach-livelihoods-odisha.html 

 "The physical geography of beach towns like Puri in Odisha makes them very unique. 

The Puri beach is very large, and one needs several days to cover the length of it. This vast 

beach is the provider of livelihood to thousands of people from nearby towns and villages, and 

even those from outside the state. I visit coastal Odisha every year, but a recent visit was quite 

different from the earlier ones.   I also met another vendor, in his late 40s, who lives close to 

the beach and sells pearls. Speaking on behalf of others like him, he said they belonged to the 

fishing community. Their ancestors were involved in fishing activitiesboth as fishers and 

vendors. Using small boats and nets, they would catch fish after two–three hours at sea. But, 

there was a wave of migration of people from Andhra Pradesh, who were economically sound 

and had strong social capital. They introduced mechanised boats and big nets, which resulted in 

them catching huge volumes of fish within the same time. Anticipating a threat to their 

business, the local fishers ventured into the pearl business. However, the scale of operations is 

very low as they do not own the business. For these vendors too, the mechanism of earning is 

the same as that of the snack vendors.... 

Two friends in Odisha ‘fishing’ big bucks in farming  

https://www.epw.in/journal/2020/10/postscript/beach-livelihoods-odisha.html
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https://www.orissapost.com/two-friends-fishing-big-bucks-in-farming/  

"After graduation, two college mates instead of running after jobs took up fish farming and 

became self sufficient in Rupsa area of Balasore. Their farming success has set an example for 

those unsuccessfully running after jobs. Their efforts are a pointer to the growth of freshwater 

pisciculture in the district even as the state government's initiatives under Mo Machha Pokhari 

Yojana is encouraging farmers to become self-reliant with fishery. Most importantly, this 

farming has cemented their friendship for the duo. They are Prasanna Kumar Sahu of 

Pinchabania and Bansidhar Panda of Taharpur under Rupsa police limits.  ―Our aim is to 

produce fish on a large scale with modern technology and export fish to other states and 

districts. The state government should create proper marking facilities for the locally grown 

fish though mandis. With the help of fisheries officials and technicians, we have been able to 

earn Rs 30 lakh per annum, they noted. They admitted that poverty and basic shortcomings of 

their families forced them to look for this means which brought financial success and identity 

as leading fish farmers in the district. They have strongly yeaned for self-sufficiency and 

worked with vigour. Initially, they started plantain farming, but it did not click. Later, they 

switched to fish farming which now earns them Rs 30 lakh per annum. Besides, they have been 

helping as guides for over 100 fish farmers in Balasore and Mayurbhanj.  

The two friends recalled their college days. In 2000, they completed graduation in Nilamani 

College. Their families were going through poverty and financial crisis. The two wanted to 

wriggle out of the mess and thought of doing something. They took seven acres of land on lease 

in 2002 and started banana cultivation. They had initially earned some profits. But hailstorm 

and gale flattened the entire plantation. They suffered irreparable loss. The two were initially 

dejected, but mustered courage to start fish farming. Prasanna borrowed money from some 

people and started fish farming on his 1.5 acres in 2011. For three years, Prasanna made profits. 

In 2013, the two made it a joint venture called Friends Fishery Farm. The two grew fish in 3 

acres. They produced 70 quintals of fish per acre, which encouraged them to carry on with the 

farming.  In 2014, the two were adjudged successful fish farmers in the district in 2014. Chief 

Minister Naveen Patnaik honoured them with citations and award at Balasore ITI ground in the 

same year. They received Rs 3 lakh as government incentive. This incentive boosted their 

morale so high that they expanded fish farming to 17 acres on a lease basis.  

They grew bhakura, rohi, bahul, pangas, mir varieties. Besides, they have also grown various 

vegetables on the banks of ponds. They have engaged five people for vegetable work and fish 

farming.  Both the friends have received training in growing high-yielding fish spawns in 

Kolkata, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Bhubaneswar. Inspired by their fish farming, 25 

families of the Pinchabania and over 100 families in Mayurbhanj have taken up fish farming in 

500 acres. The two have been giving consultancy and providing fish spawns and feeds to these 

fish farmers. The two friends have also been imparting training to fish farmers at the district 

https://www.orissapost.com/two-friends-fishing-big-bucks-in-farming/
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fisheries college. ―Without going after the government jobs, we have been self-dependent, they 

beamed. 

Odisha: Fishermen get new lease of life after de-silting of Paradip fishing harbor 

https://odishatv.in/odisha/fishermen-get-new-lease-of-life-after-de-silting-of-paradip-

fishing-harbour-437441 

"The fishermen community dependent for their livelihood on the Paradip fishing harbour have 

now got a new lease of life thanks to the completion of the much-awaited dredging of the 

anchorage. Chairman of Paradip Port Trust (PPT) Rinkesh Roy on Thursday informed that the 

fishing vessels docking at Paradip Integrated Fishery Harbour will now navigate smoothly as 

dredging of the river mouth of Mahanadi has been completed.  ―We conducted the dredging 

activity till one kilometre from the bank with a minimum depth of 4 meter and threw open the 

dock on February 25 following which boats also reached the river bank. Informed Roy. It is 

worthwhile to mention here that the local fishing community had been demanding dredging 

activity as they used to face difficulties during navigation of gradually increasing number of 

fishing trawlers vessels while approaching or leaving the harbour.   

The harbour was last dredged in the year 1999-2000 and the years of usage without any further 

de-silting along with the current from Mahanadi river channel connecting the sea had heavily 

silted the harbour basin causing several mishaps. Sources said after commissioning of the 

fishing harbour in 1998, it was handed over to State government in 2011. But due to increasing 

costs, when the government could not carry out de-silting activity at the harbour, the Centre 

allocated funds for the purpose under Sagarmala project and it was handed over to Dredging 

Corporation of India. Hailing Roy's initiative for the dredging of the mouth of Mahanadi river, 

Sumant Kumar Biswal, President of Odisha Marine Fish Producers' Association said 

―Chairman of Paradip Port Trust played a vital role in the dredging activity. The de-silting at 

Mahanadi river mouth was successful due to his selfless efforts. The port authorities have 

assured to carry out dredging activities every year. 

Odisha: PPT completes dredging at Mahanadi river mouth 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/28/ppt-completes-dredging-at-

mahanadi-river-mouth-2109721.html 

"Chairman of Paradip Port Trust (PPT) Rinkesh Roy announced the completion of dredging 

operations at the mouth of Mahanadi river here on Thursday. The work, undertaken by 

Dredging Corporation of India Ltd, had started on January 2. It was meant to prevent any 

mishaps at integrated fishery harbour constructed by PPT with assistance from the Union 

Ministry of Agriculture.   The construction of the fishery harbour was completed in 1995 and 

commissioned in 1998. It was handed over to the State Government on September 27, 

https://odishatv.in/odisha/fishermen-get-new-lease-of-life-after-de-silting-of-paradip-fishing-harbour-437441
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2011.The fishery harbour, located on the right bank of Mahanadi river, has a width of 100 

metre. The harbour is managed by the State Fisheries department.  The local fishing community 

has been facing difficulties owing to siltation at the river mouth over the years preventing 

smooth navigation of vessels during approach/exit from the harbour. The Mahanadi river 

mouth was last dredged almost 20 years back. Roy said depth of four metre is being maintained 

at critical areas of the river mouth even during low tide. PPT had earlier dredged the channel in 

1998 and 2000 by engaging the dredgers of DCIL. 

Odisha: Shrimp production in Bhadrak hit by climate change 

https://www.orissapost.com/shrimp-production-in-bhadrak-hit-by-climate-change/ 

 "Basudevpur block is a coastal pocket in Bhadrak district with marine fishing being a 

livelihood option for many people. However, climate change has caused distress in seafood 

sector resulting in a slump in the production of marine fish. Thousands of people of 36 

panchyats and 15 NACs are dependent on production, sale and export of marine fish. They 

alleged that as the district administration is unable to develop the infrastructure along the 

coastal area, the fish production from the sea is declining day by day. The volume and the size 

of fish production in the coastal area have been on a decreasing trend for last five years. That is 

why fishermen migrate to other coastal states like Tamil Nadu, Maharastra and Andhra 

Pradesh.  The block administration has made three jetties at as many places in the block such as 

Chudamani, Kasia and Padhuan. According to a recent study, in the fiscal year in 2019-20 the 

district administration had estimated to catch about 6250 MT of fish from the sea but the catch 

dropped to 5892 MT. Similarly, in 2018-19 financial year the district administration had 

estimated to catch 5500 MT of fish but the production dropped to 5490 MT. Even if the size of 

the total catch at three jetties is taken together they can't meet the local and the outside demand.  

According to different fishing unions across the district, the average weight of spotted seer fish 

which weighed over 10 kg earlier has come down to about 5 kg over last five years. 

These fishes are sold at Rs 800 per kg and are in high demand. Similarly, eel that earlier 

measured at seven to eight feet long, has come down to three to four feet. Similarly, the width 

of the ribbon fish has come down from four inches to two inches.  While a number of factors 

are said to be responsible for the drop in the sizes of fishes, environmentalists and marine 

biologists put the blame on climate change.  Odisha is known for exporting sea foods to outside 

countries like Japan, China and Singapore. A large number of fishes have a specific period for 

breeding, many other factors also play a role for their optimal growth. Overfishing or a rise in 

temperature can severely affect their structures which might be the reason for this change, 

explained Praveen Adityan, a marine biologist here.  Last year, the district had recorded 

temperatures as high as 45 degrees during summer. The India Meteorological Department 

(IMD) had issued heat wave warning to at least 10 districts from April. This time of the month 

is also said to be the breeding season for many freshwater fish species. Experts believe that any 
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temperatures beyond 40 degrees can dry up eggs that may result in stunted growth of fish. 

However, fishermen alleged that the jetties constructed by the district administration were lying 

in defunct condition. Besides, the Kosia jetty mouth has been silted up.  Both the climatic 

factor and non-effective policies of the district administration have been decreasing the 

production of the marine fish in the district. Different fishing unions have urged the district 

administration to take steps to increase the production of fish to save the traditional occupation 

of fishermen. 

Odisha: Relax marine fishing ban period  

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/relax-marine-fishing-ban-period--

paradip-assns.html 

 "Nearly 80,000 people depend directly or indirectly on fishing industry in Paradip and 

their business has suffered due to manifold difficulties. Especially,  the fishing ban due to the 

turtle safety lobby has hit them hard. Recently, the All Odisha Fish Producers' Federation 

(AOFPF) and the Odisha Marine Fish Producers Association (OMFPA) (trawler association), 

Paradip have appealed both to the Union and State Governments to end their plight. They also 

threatened to launch a stir, unless their concerns were addressed.  Briefing mediapersons, they 

alleged that the fishing ban in coasts from November to April each year for turtle conservation 

has an adverse impact on the fishing community, especially on the trawler operators. The ban 

on fishing also hits net makers, dry fish merchants, fish traders, basket makers and ice plants 

operating in Paradip, they told, lamenting that though they have urged the authorities for 

relaxation in the fishing ban, but in vain. ―Memoranda have been given several times to the 

Central Empowerment Committee on Turtle Conservation and the Union Ministry of Forests, 

Environment and Climate Change, but ironically we have got no response, told AOFPF 

president Kameshwar Narayan Praharaj and OMFPA president Sumanta Kumar Biswal.  

According to sources, to ensure turtle conservation, the Forests and Environment Department 

has notified the coast from north of Paradip up to 80 km into the coast as marine sanctuary area 

and no fishing zone under the Wildlife Act. On the other hand, the State Fisheries Department 

too prohibits fishing in and around 20 km radius from the Devi river mouth to Paradip coast 

from November to April each year. In view of the ban, the fishing industry remains inactive 

and trawlers stand idle for five months in a year.  The trawler association claimed that it was 

needless to declare 20 km from the shore as a sanctuary zone. The area should be confined to 

10 km and trawlers should be allowed for fishing, suggested association president Biswal. 

Besides, the two associations raised issues like dredging of harbour, harassment and detention 

of fishers by surveillance officials, improper maritime water zone identification, lack of sops 

like easy loan facility, subsidies in inputs and compensation during inclement weather when 

fishing is affected. 

Odisha’s aqua culture potential to be tapped 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/relax-marine-fishing-ban-period--paradip-assns.html
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https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/---odisha---s-aqua-culture-potential-to-

be-tapped---.html 

 "There is an ample of potential for growth of aqua culture in Odisha as well as in the 

district of Baleswar which lies still untapped. The young mass should come forward for self 

employment and better profitability in the sector, observed the Union Minister MSME , 

Fisheries , Animal Husbandry and Dairying Pratap Chandra Sarangi in the inaugural meeting ‗ 

Aqua Expo Odisha-2020'  that kicked off here on Saturday.  He said that in order to achieve the 

target of the 5-trillion economy of the Narendra Modi Government in next five years, efforts 

should be made and every sector should contribute. The need of hour is to boost the confidence 

level of farmers by imparting technology, knowledge, training and extending financial help to 

the fish farmers, said Sarangi. He further stressed on the organic feeds which would keep the 

fish free from diseases. Sarangi also said several plans and proposals were in the pipeline which 

would be implemented phase-wise and he had a discussion with Chief Minister Naveen 

Patnaik.     

The three-day fair is organised here after a gap of two years jointly by the Aqua feed Dealers 

Association, the Seafood Export Association of India and the Odisha Shrimp Farmers 

Association. Attending the function as guest, Balasore Chamber of Industries and Commerce 

(BCIC) Himansu Das said that in Baleswar and Bhadrak while there were about 8,000 shrimp 

farmers, 10 had become exporters which was a big achievement for the district as well as 

Odisha.  OSFA president Sanjay Mohanty observed that the sea food export had a special 

demand in overseas market, especially for shrimp and crabs in Malaysia. More encouragements 

to the sector could enhance the growth of the sector, he added. District Collector K Sudarshan 

Chakravarthy, OSFA senior member Kamlesh Mishra , President FDA Pravat Ranjan Patnaik 

and organising secretary of the event Sangram Das among others spoke. The fair while would 

culminate on Monday, about 120 stalls of various companies from India and abroad pertaining 

to aqua farming, including machineries, feeds and medicines were put up 

Human activities take a toll on horseshoe crab habitat in Odisha 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/20/human-activities-take-a-

toll-on-horseshoe-crab-habitat-in-odisha-2105892.html 

 "Uncontrolled development along the coast and rise in fishing activities have taken a toll 

on Balaramgadi estuary, a major breeding ground for horseshoe crab. A study conducted by a 

six-member team of Department of Bioscience and Biotechnology, Fakir Mohan University 

(FMU) and Association for Bio-diversity Conservation (ABC), Balasore has revealed that the 

natural sandy beach and estuary environment of Balaramgadi on the mouth of Budhabalanga 

river has been destroyed due to considerable human intervention.   The study also found that 

Khandia estuary, around 15 km from Balaramgadi, has now become a potential nesting ground 

for horseshoe crabs where its male and female brooders were spotted. The estuary on the mouth 

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/---odisha---s-aqua-culture-potential-to-be-tapped---.html
https://www.dailypioneer.com/2020/state-editions/---odisha---s-aqua-culture-potential-to-be-tapped---.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/20/human-activities-take-a-toll-on-horseshoe-crab-habitat-in-odisha-2105892.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/20/human-activities-take-a-toll-on-horseshoe-crab-habitat-in-odisha-2105892.html
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of Khandia River is fertile for horseshoe crab breeding. The sandy areas between upper and 

mid-tidal zones are providing a suitable environment for spawning, nurture and development of 

eggs of the crabs. The area is also least affected by fishing and other human activities, said 

ABC secretary Sidhartha Pati.   Three years back, the egg yield at Balaramgadi was 

considerably high.  

However, the laying of eggs decreased to zero in 2017 due to loss of breeding ground. The 

spawning was affected due to intrusion and disturbance of the natural setting of the estuary, 

Pati explained. Head of Department, Bioscience and Biotechnology Prof Bishnu Prasad Das 

said efforts should be made to create public awareness, educate fishermen and provide 

alternative sites for boat building and repairing to protect these estuaries.  Besides, laws should 

be strictly enforced to bring the species back from the brink of extinction. DFO, Balasore 

wildlife division Biswaraj Panda said, ―We are taking several steps for conservation of 

horseshoe crabs. Apart from conducting regular patrolling, we have installed signboards along 

the coast and are conducting awareness programmes among the fisherman community and 

people residing near the coast. Horseshoe crab is one of the oldest marine living fossils whose 

origin date back to 445 million years before the dinosaurs existed.  The crabs are represented by 

four extant species in the world. Out of the four, two species are distributed along the northeast 

coast of India. Only T gigas species of the horseshoe crab is found along Balasore coast. The 

blood of horseshoe crabs, which is blue in colour, is used for detection of bacterial endotoxins 

in medical applications. The crabs are also commonly used as bait and in fertilizer. 

Odisha: Geo-textile tubes: an innovative solution for coastal defences 

https://orissadiary.com/geo-textile-tubes-an-innovative-solution-for-coastal-defences/ 

 "Garware Technical Fibres Ltd. (formerly Garware-Wall Ropes Ltd.), a leading solution 

provider of technical textiles for the Indian and global markets, held a press conference in 

Bhubaneswar on the success of Pentha Project which was completed within a span of 3 

years(2013-2016) in Odisha. The Pentha project was a pioneering project in Odisha to use soft 

intervention technology with 3 tiers of geo-textile tubes, for coastal protection. The Geo-textile 

tubes helped in withstanding the extremely severe cyclones (viz ) ‗Phailin' ,'Hud Hud' and 

‗Fani' that hit the state of Odisha and its coastal neighbours . The geo-textile tube acts as a 

massive bund that can be used as a protective measure against tidal wave action due to cyclones 

or tsunamis. At the time of cyclone last year in the months of April 2019, the Pentha Village 

and the adjoining villages were not affected because of the existence of the Geosynthetics-

Tubes.  Sharing his view on the success of the Pentha Project, Mr.Tiru Kulkarni, President 

Geosynthetics Division Garware Technical Fibres Ltd. stated, ―The Pentha Project is a 

landmark project for Garware technical Fibres Ltd.; as this project had proved to be immense 

help for the villagers residing along the coastline. The livelihood of people based out at Pentha 

is primarily based on farming and the Geosynthetics-tubes helps in protecting around 6000 

https://orissadiary.com/geo-textile-tubes-an-innovative-solution-for-coastal-defences/
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hectares of crop land and prevents the salty water to enter into the paddy fields. We at Garware 

Technical Fibres Ltd. believe to work for the welfare of the society and contribute towards a 

better living.  

The innovative techniques used by our personnel have helped in successful completion of the 

Project. We hope to add value to the society with our growing business.  The Pentha Project is 

a sea wall embankment, initiated by the Water Resources Department of Odisha and Design & 

Project Management Consultancy by IIT Madras, using Geotextile tubes at Pentha, Odisha. 

Pentha is a small sea shore hamlet in the Kendrapara District of Odisha State, India. The 

objective of the project was to protect the existing embankment, immediate cultivable land of 

around 6000 hectares, habitation of Pentha and the adjoining villages, from wave action, and to 

study the performance of geo-tube embankment including instrumentation to measure 

performance under field condition after installation. The protection structure has been provided 

for a stretch of 455 m.  Geotextile tubes offer ideal erosion mitigation solution as they are 

environment friendly and flexible with the nature. GTFL's primary vision is the welfare of the 

people and safety of the environment. A wholesome amount of US$ 4.6 million was funded by 

World Bank through MOEF, Govt of India under Integrated Coastal Zone Management Project 

(ICZMP) after the social impact study contested by NGOs. The project is a success as the 

primary objective of shore protection and beach restoration has been achieved along with 

restoration of the beach front and a beneficial social impact to the residents of the Pentha 

village. The life of the geosynthetics tubes depends on its exposure to UV radiation. In this case 

the geosynthetics tubes are covered with gabions and are not likely to be exposed to UV 

radiation. 

Odisha: Rain cloud on Odisha fishermen’s hopes 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/10/rain-cloud-on-odisha-

fishermens-hopes-2101422.html 

 "Inclement weather, coupled with untimely rain, has forced a large number of fishermen 

to anchor their boats at fishing harbours in the coastal districts of Kendrapara and Jagatsinghpur 

during the peak season. A large fleet of fishing boats has been anchored at the harbours in 

Paradip, Kharinashi, Jamboo, Batighar and several other areas in both the districts due to the 

bad weather conditions.  Fishermen have not been able to venture into the sea due to incessant 

rains and strong waves since Friday. The Mahanadi river mouth near the port town of Paradip 

has also remained turbulent, making navigation difficult even for seasoned fishermen. ―The bad 

weather has dashed all our hopes of a good catch casting a cloud over our livelihood, said 45-

year-old Ajaya Mandal, a fisherman of Kharinashi village. Livelihood of around 30,000 

fishermen of Kendrapara and nearby areas has taken a hit due to the seven-month ban on 

fishing within 20 km off the coast in Gahiramatha Marine Sanctuary to protect the nesting 

Olive Ridley turtles. Now, bad weather has sealed the fate of many fishermen, said president of 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/10/rain-cloud-on-odisha-fishermens-hopes-2101422.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/feb/10/rain-cloud-on-odisha-fishermens-hopes-2101422.html


Odisha News Articles 

283 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

Odisha Matsyajibi Forum Narayan Haldar. The fishing ban, which was imposed on November 

1, will remain effective till May 31.  ―As fishermen, we expect bad weather. But the constant 

low pressure in the sea has ruined our plans. We are unable to venture into the sea due to the 

choppy waters, said Sarat Chandra Behera, a fisherman of Paradip.  

Additional Director of Fisheries (Marine), Kujang Manas Sahoo said the fishermen have been 

warned against venturing into the sea during the bad weather period. However, some fishermen 

are stealthily sneaking into the sea to fish by risking their lives in hope of a good catch because 

of the abundant monsoon rainfall. ―Recently, we organised awareness camps in coastal villages 

of both the districts and tried to convince fishermen not to fish during inclement weather. The 

Fisheries department will take action against fishermen found venturing into the sea by 

ignoring weather warnings, Sahoo added.   Navigation woes   - Fishermen have not been able 

to venture into the sea due to incessant rains and strong waves since Friday.  - The Mahanadi 

river mouth near the port town of Paradip has remained turbulent, making navigation difficult 

even for seasoned fishermen.  - However, some fishermen are stealthily sneaking into the sea to 

fish by risking their lives in hope of a good catch because of the abundant monsoon rainfall. 

Odisha: Sunk ‘Black Rose’ ship still a threat to fishing community 

http://pragativadi.com/sunk-black-rose-ship-still-a-threat-to-fishing-community/  

"Black Rose ship, that capsized off Odisha coast near Paradip 11 years ago, continue to pose 

serious threat to the local fishing community. As per reports, the sunken Mongolian ship is 4 

feet deep in sea and has always been a threat for fishermen. As the salvage operation of the 

wreckage of the ship is still incomplete, it continues to pose serious danger to the environment 

and marine species.  Though earlier a massive operation was undertaken to prevent oil spill by 

spending crores, probe into the case still remains a mystery despite being handed over to CBI. 

Black Rose capsized in the Bay of Bengal, about five km off the Paradip coast on September 9, 

2009. It may be recalled that days after Black Rose capsized near the port, the vessel owner 

admitted to having submitted fake documents. The vessel owner had doctored the documents of 

another vessel named Toros Pearl and submitted the same to the port authorities, police said 

Odisha: Pisciculture gives new lease of life to women in Odisha’s Kendrapara villages 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/jan/17/pisciculture-gives-new-

lease-of-life-to-women-in-odishas-kendrapara-villages-2090700.html 

 "There has been an inspiring transformation in the lives of women of Pegarapada in 

Rajkanika block. In just two years, the women who used to toil from dawn to dusk to make 

ends meet have been freed from their drudgery and standing proud as micro-entrepreneurs. The 

village women have formed a self-help group called Baba Jaleswar and taken to pisciculture in 

the village pond. By rearing popular fish breeds and selling the catch they are now earning 

http://pragativadi.com/sunk-black-rose-ship-still-a-threat-to-fishing-community/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odisha/2020/jan/17/pisciculture-gives-new-lease-of-life-to-women-in-odishas-kendrapara-villages-2090700.html
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money with dignity of enterprise. Secretary of the SHG, 38-year-old Anjali Sethi said the group 

was formed in 2018 under Rashtriya Krishi Vikash Yojana. They cleaned the village pond and 

started rearing fish with technical and financial assistance from the State Fisheries Department. 

The members shoulder responsibilities of feeding the fish every day, monitoring growth, 

managing release of fingerlings into the pond, and selling the fish, etc.  ―Women sell fish 

caught from the pond and this has helped them become financially independent. They no longer 

ask for money from their husbands and more importantly, are contributing to family income, 

Anjali said. Similar success stories are being scripted in many other villages of the district.  

Laxmipriya  Mallick, the secretary Mahaveer Women SHG at Entalapur village in Garadapur 

block too has benefited from pisciculture. She said the financial condition of women in her 

village has improved significantly after they started selling fish caught from the village pond in 

the local market. ―We are now able to earn `3,000 to `5,000 a month, she said. Pisciculture has 

given 30-year-old Jayanti  Rout of Basantapur village in Rajnagar block a new meaning in life. 

A member of Maa Budhi Mangala Women SHG, she is no longer just a poor farmer's wife. 

Jayanti  now earns around Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000 per month. As many as 389 SHGs with around 

4,000 women as its members across the district have benefited from the Blue Revolution 

triggered by the Fisheries department. District Fisheries Officer, Kendrapara Mamata 

Mohapatra said the Fisheries department provides 60 per cent subsidy amounting to `90,000 to 

each SHG for rearing fish. 

Odisha: Seeks major carp cage culture increase 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/odisha-drives-carp-cage-culture-initiatives  

"The state has 138 reservoirs, comprising 200,000 hectares of water, and it is thought that it 

could produce a minimum 125,000 tonnes of fish from its eight largest reservoirs, although the 

current production volume is considerably lower and 50,000 tonnes of carp species, including 

rohu (Labeo rohita) and catla (Labeo catla), are imported from neighbouring states. To increase 

production the use of circular cages is being promoted and the Government of Odisha aims to 

finalise its cage culture guidelines by March 2020, in the process opening up the reservoirs for 

cage culture by eligible investors. Tathya reports that a high-level delegation led by Pradipta 

Kumar Mohapatra, Agriculture Production Commissioner, recently visited aquaculture 

operators in Pune, in a visit organised by WorldFish under its existing technical collaboration 

with the government of Odisha.  The delegation visited both the Vaidika Group in the Kasarsai 

Dam and the net manufacturer Garware Technical Fibres. Currently, according to Thathya, only 

about 10,000 cages have currently been installed in reservoirs across India – largely for the 

production of pangasius and tilapia. Odisha started promoting cage culture in reservoirs in 

2015. However, so far, only 320 rectangular cages have been installed in 13 reservoirs across 

the state. All of them are farming pangasius, which has limited market potential in Odisha, 

there is need for large circular cages to grow catla and rohu. As a result, Fisheries and ARD 
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Department has already installed two large circular cages in Hirakud reservoir and the carp 

production is under progress on pilot basis. 

Odisha: Bhitarkarnika National Park Declared Criticially Vulnerable Coastal Area 

https://odishabytes.com/odishas-bhitarkarnika-national-park-declared-criticially-

vulnerable-coastal-area/ 

 "Bhitarkanika National Park has become Odisha's first Critically Vulnerable Coastal Area 

(CVCA) by the Union Environment, Forest and Climate Change Ministry. The Ministry, in the 

Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ) notification accorded the tag to Bhitarkanika to protect its 

critical coastal environment and address problems faced by local communities. Now, the area 

within 50 metre of High Tide Line will be treated as CRZ. This has come as good news for 

fishermen, forest dwellers and environatmentalists, who welcomed the Ministry's decision at a 

public hearing on Coastal Zone Management Plan draft, organised by the district administration 

and Forest department on Saturday.  Apart from Bhitarkanika, the country's largest mangrove 

forest at Sundarban in West Bengal, Gulf of Khambat and Gulf of Kutch in Gujarat, Malvan, 

Achra- Ratnagiri in Maharashtra, Karwar and Coondapur in Karnataka, Vembanad in Kerala, 

Gulf of Mannar in Tamil Nadu, Coringa, East Godavari and  Krishna in Andhra Pradesh were 

declared CVCAs, said DFO of Bhitarkanika National Park Bikash Ranjan Dash. ―In the public 

hearing, a few fishermen and prawn gheri owners demanded publication of proper CRZ maps. 

We told them that Odisha Space Application Centre (OSAC) is working on it, said the DFO. 

There is now a demand to de-notify some villages from the national park area owing to their 

location.  Some prawn farmers from Rajkanika and Rajnagar said although they had registered 

their farms under Coastal Aquaculture Authority  (CAA) and Rules, 2005, these are being 

demolished by the officials. 

Odisha: Fishing boats collide at sea  

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fishing-boats-collide-at-sea/article30601625.ece 

 "Eighteen fishermen had a narrow escape at sea when two fishing boats collided due to 

poor visibility caused by dense fog near Odisha's Gopalpur on Sunday morning. Four were 

injured but all of them swam ashore. Later other fishermen from the coast salvaged the 

damaged fishing boats. The collision was so heavy that one boat was ripped into two and only 

one of its portions could be retrieved.  One boat was returning to shore with its fish catch, while 

the other was venturing into the sea for fishing. Driver and crew of both boats failed to notice 

the other boat in the fog. All of a sudden they had head-on collision. he fish-laden boat was the 

one completely wrecked and its catch and nets were sunk. The fishermen jumped out in time 

and the uninjured fishermen helped their four injured comrades to reach the shore. Most parts 

of Odisha are experiencing dense fog for the past few days and the same weather is expected to 

continue till January 22. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/fishing-boats-collide-at-sea/article30601625.ece
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Tamil Nadu and Odisha: A tale of two states: Why disaster recovery in India needs to go 

beyond housing 

https://scroll.in/article/949088/a-tale-of-two-states-why-disaster-recovery-in-india-needs-

to-go-beyond-housing 

 "A year after cyclone Gaja made landfall in November 2018 with severe impacts in 

southern Tamil Nadu, coastal communities in Nagapattinam are still recovering from the 

widespread devastation. Official figures say that at least 57 people were killed but this number 

belies Gaja's impact on the ground, as thousands lost their homes and livelihoods. For many 

residents, this storm was a horrific reminder of another catastrophe they had faced – the 2004 

tsunami. Over 10,000 lives were lost in that event and 154,000 houses were damaged in Tamil 

Nadu alone.  Further up the coast, the state of Odisha has also been vulnerable to frequent 

hazards such as cyclones and floods. For many, the worst disaster in living memory occurred in 

1999, when the Super Cyclone claimed over 10,000 lives and destroyed the homes of 19 lakh 

families. Both Tamil Nadu and Odisha responded by embarking on programmes to protect 

vulnerable communities from future catastrophes. This has largely taken the form of the large-

scale construction of homes.  

On the face of it, this seems impressive. But as we discovered through our two-year Recovery 

with Dignity research project at the Indian Institute for Human Settlements, these housing 

projects have not helped survivors build new lives.  Building homes  In Tamil Nadu, after the 

tsunami, the Emergency Tsunami Reconstruction Project, funded by the World Bank, with 

assistance from the UN Development Project and the Asian Development Bank, planned to 

reconstruct over 140,000 houses in the state. NGOs and other public and private organisations 

were given the task of managing and executing the construction of these houses. In Odisha, the 

widespread destruction left by the Super Cyclone compelled the state government to adopt a 

―zero casualty approach that would minimise casualties in case of a future storm. This resulted 

in investments pouring into constructing cyclone shelters and sanctioning pucca houses. 

Reconstruction projects in Odisha have been directed through several existing housing schemes 

of the central and state governments such as Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana and Biju Pucca Ghar 

Yojana, and also specific programmes such as the Odisha Disaster Recovery Project.  However, 

a look at cyclone-affected villages in both states tell a different story.  

In Ersama, Odisha, a block that was severely affected by the 1999 Super Cyclone, a large 

number of households are steeped in poverty and continue to live in kutcha houses that are not 

cyclone resistant. A revenue official at the Ersama Block Development Office said that the 

funds the authorities receive from central and state governments to construct houses are often 

returned unspent as they are unable to find eligible households. For instance, people pucca 

houses built under previous schemes but were destroyed by subsequent cyclones are considered 

ineligible. This is because the money is available only to those who don't have a pucca house 

https://scroll.in/article/949088/a-tale-of-two-states-why-disaster-recovery-in-india-needs-to-go-beyond-housing
https://scroll.in/article/949088/a-tale-of-two-states-why-disaster-recovery-in-india-needs-to-go-beyond-housing
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and have not previously been the beneficiaries of any scheme.  For the state government, 

building a pucca house was the ultimate sign of recovery. But for the affected communities, it 

featured lower on their list of long-term priorities. ―Having a job and a steady source of income 

is our major concern, said Bhakta, a resident of Ersama block which was severely affected by 

the 1999 Super Cyclone. ―If we have that, eventually, we can take care of our housing needs. 

What is the point of having a house but no job?' Even after two decades, affected communities 

are struggling to get their lives back on track. With limited livelihood opportunities, many are 

forced to migrate to southern states in search of jobs.   

 In Kameshwaram village, Tamil Nadu, which was affected by the tsunami and Gaja, 

beneficiaries were identified for various housing schemes implemented after the disaster. The 

village, populated mostly by fisherfolk and farm labourers, is dotted with groups of identical 

houses. What is stark about the village, however, is the lack of amenities.  ―Yes, some of us 

now have concrete houses, but the landscape of the village has not changed since the tsunami, 

said Ramesh, a fisherman and resident of the village. ―We still have the same problems, we 

need better roads, schools, hospitals and our children need more job opportunities. The fish 

stock is depleting, groundwater is saline, and our crops are withering away. It doesn't seem 

enough to merely increase the housing stock; the type, quality and location of housing are 

important. A standard one-size-fits-all approach is inadequate. A common complaint among 

fisherpeople in Tamil Nadu is that two-storey housing is not practical, as it is cumbersome for 

families on the top floor to store their fishing equipment. People also frequently complain of 

houses being too small and insufficient as families expand.  Beyond housing  Post-disaster 

housing reconstruction has largely been a top-down process removed from other aspects of 

recovery and larger development goals. Quantitative measures such as the number of units 

built, the cost of construction, and the number of beneficiaries determine the official narrative 

around success of post-disaster housing programmes, overlooking settlement-wide concerns 

pertaining to livelihoods, education, water, sanitation and health and the ecology of the region.  

This narrow approach to recovery, wherein post-disaster measures are viewed in isolation of 

development efforts, often worsens existing vulnerabilities such as social inequality, the lack of 

job opportunities and the lack of access to basic services among the disaster-affected 

population, in turn affecting overall recovery. These housing schemes have been launched with 

much fanfare as targets such as ―converting all kutcha houses to pucca houses by 2019 or 

―housing for all by 2020 make for good news headlines. This rush to simply build without 

taking into consideration less visible aspects of recovery becomes a factor driving this total 

focus on housing as the means and end to recovery.  The authorities must realise that 

vulnerability to disaster, and hence recovery, cannot be understood only in terms of physical 

factors such as hazardous events and geographical location, which can be corrected with 

infrastructure solutions such as pucca houses, cyclone shelters and sea walls. With extreme 

weather events predicted to get more frequent in a warming world, there is a need for disaster 
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management policies to go over and beyond reconstruction aid to include livelihood concerns 

and other settlement-wide issues in order to ensure a holistic recovery of disaster-affected 

people. 

Odisha: Climate change forces fishermen to leave home 

https://www.orissapost.com/climate-change-forces-fishermen-to-leave-home/ 

 "While 2020 has begun with hopes for many, it's a gloomy start of the year for the 36-

year old fisherman Kubera Behera, as he is succumbed to work for months on a shipping vessel 

in Maharashtra despite fishing season at his place. Owing to reduced volume and size of fishes 

in last five years which is fetching low incomes, Kubera, just like many other fishermen from 

his community in Gunadalba village, Puri, he has succumbed to the need to migrate to other 

coastal states like Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh to make ends meet.  

According to different fishing unions across the state, the average weight of spotted seer fish 

which weighed over 10 kg earlier has come down to about 5 kg in last five years. These fishes 

are sold at Rs. 800 per kg and are of high economical value for fishers. Similarly, eel, that were 

earlier 7 to 8 foot-long, have come down to 3 to 4 feet. ―While the width of ribbon fish his 

reduced from 4 inches to 2 inches. Catch of sardine is also hard to come by, lamented Suranjan 

Panda a fisherman from Ganjam. While a number of factors are said to be involved in the 

reduced size of the fishes, environmentalists and marine biologists have strongly suggested 

climate change as a major cause contributing to the transformation in the volume and lengths of 

the fishes.  

―The state of Odisha is largely known to consume a large number of locally produced 

freshwater fishes such as Rohu and Catla also called Carp fishes. While a large number of 

fishes have a specific period in a year for breeding many others require temperatures of 27-30 

degrees for their optimum growth. Overfishing or rise in temperatures can severely affect their 

structures which might be the reason for this change, explained Praveen Adityan, a marine 

biologist here. The state, last year, had recorded temperatures as high as 45 degrees during 

summers. The India Meterological Department (IMD) had issued heat wave warning to at least 

10 districts in June. This time of the month is also said to be the breeding duration for many of 

the freshwater fishes and experts believe that any temperatures beyond 40 degrees can dry up 

the eggs which may result in stunted or no production at all. Moreover, fish farmers in the state 

are also in dire straits with this change.  

With Odisha having immense demand for the freshwater fishes, large numbers of fish farmers 

have taken to pisciculture as their source of livelihood.  ―Indian major carps – rohu, catla, 

mrigal are seasonal breeders and they breed only during monsoon (June-August) throughout the 

country. These are water dependent monsoon fishes that fetch up to Rs 1 lakh for a fish farmer. 

Thus any sort climate anomalies like scanty rainfall or higher temperatures can severely affect 

their production, said Simran Nandi, Principal Scientist at Central Institute of Freshwater 

https://www.orissapost.com/climate-change-forces-fishermen-to-leave-home/


Odisha News Articles 

289 

TOT Meeting, 13-15 October 2022 

Aquaculture (CIFA) here.  With about 6.79 lakh Hectares of freshwater resources, 4.18 lakh 

hectares of brackish water resources Odisha has a huge potential to offer in terms of fish trade. 

Official reports suggest that the state had produced about 693 thousand metric tons of fish 

during financial year 2018 with about 40,000 metric tons of carps exported to neighbouring 

states like Andhra Pradesh. Thus, migration by fishers at this time has come as surprise to 

many.  ―Fishing is a major activity during September to February yet about 14,000 fishermen 

from Ganjam, Puri, Jagatsinghpur and Balasore have migrated outside Odisha searching for 

employment on fishing vessels in other coastal states.  

If this isn't looked into urgently, the state may witness even greater rates of migration in 

coming years, said Odisha Marine Resource Conservation Consortium coordinator, Mangaraj 

Panda. Although the Central government had imposed a complete ban on fishing in Odisha's 

coastal areas for two months earlier from April last year to conserve fish stock during the 

breeding season, experts said that the rising temperatures are a bigger threat.  ―Our studies 

show that under a high-emission scenario, the state is projected to experience a 3.32 degrees 

Celsius rise in average summer temperature from 28.87 degrees C in 2010 to 32.19 degrees C 

by 2100. This is higher than the national average increase from about 24 degrees C to about 28 

degrees C by the end of the century, said Michael Greenstone, Director at the Tata Centre for 

Development at Chicago. 

 


