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New threats
In order to preserve their livelihoods, women processors in Senegal have come together 
to oppose the Tosyali steel project

By Aby Dia (bibatou39@
gmail.com), Lumière 
Synergie pour le
Développement (LSD) in 
collaboration with WoMin 
African Alliance, South 
Africa. The article is 
translated from the French 
by Gildas Le Bihan (digor-
mor@orange.fr), Lorient, 
France

Since 2009, women fish processors  of 
Khelcom in the traditional municipality 
of Bargny, about 35km from Dakar, have 

been facing the aftermath of development 
projects that jeopardise their environment, 
health, security and livelihoods. First there was 
the 125 MW coal-fired power station financed 
by the African Development Bank in 2009. 
Then, in July 2020, came the announcement 
of a mining and steel complex operated by 
the Turkish company, Tosyali, within a newly 
established local Special Economic Zone. 

The Association of the Women Fish 
Processors of Bargny Guedj Khelcom has 
expressed clear opposition to the Tosyali 
Holding Sénégal project. It has filed a complaint 
with the Turkish National Contact Point for the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development (OECD) against the company 
which tries to “grab the land currently used 
by the women” to build its steel complex. 
With support from Lumière Synergie pour 
le Développement (LSD), these women have 
decided to speak out loud and clear. It is a 
unanimous “NO” to Tosyali.

The President of the Association, Fatou 
Samba, points bluntly to what she considers 
as repeated disregard for the local population. 
“After the cement factory (SOCOCIM) and the 
coal-fired power station, here they come with 
a steel plant. They want to kill us; the people 
of Bargny are tired! More than 1000 women 
are impacted by the coal plant. Thanks to the 
income raised from their processing activities, 
they have been able to meet family needs. If 
they can’t work on the Khelcom site anymore, 

Bargny community protesting against the Sendou coal power plant, Senegal. The Association of the Women Fish Processors of Bargny Guedj 
Khelcom has expressed clear opposition to the Tosyali Holding Sénégal project
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a social crisis will develop. So we say to Tosyali: 
buzz off!”

The chairperson of LSD, Aly Marie Sagne, who 
has been helping these women for some years, has 
clearly voiced his indignation. “As a partner of the 
women fish processors who have been struggling 
to remain on their traditional site for more than 
ten years now, and to oppose the construction 
of the Bargny Sendou power plant, we express 
our deep concern about this second attempt at 
grabbing the fish processing site in Bargny.”

The operations of the steel complex would 
expose the local population to environmental 
and sanitary risks. As part of their campaigning, 
the women have submitted a memo to about 20 
public and private institutions: the President 
of the Republic, the Speaker of the National 
Assembly, the President of the Economic, 
Social and Environmental Council, the 
sector ministries. including the Fisheries and 
Environment Ministries, and a number of 
diplomatic representatives, in particular from 
Turkey and the Netherlands.  

As a result of increasing lobbying by 
the women, some negotiations have been 
initiated. Women representatives took part in 
two meetings with the Tosyali Company, the 
Ministries of Fisheries and Finance, with also 
the presence of APIX (National Agency for 
investment promotion and major works).

Thanks to the mobilisation of women, 
work on the plant has been delayed. Tosyali 
is now committed to conducting an impact 
assessment, and also respecting the rights 
of the neighbouring women processors and 
maintaining appropriate environmental 
standards. 

For the first time in ten years, these women of 
Khelcom have been respectfully and responsibly 
treated by the decision-makers, including from 
the state and private entities. They have been 
invited to share their views regarding the future 
of the fish processing site. During an interview, 
the Minister of Environment had this to say: 
“They are full citizens, with the right to a healthy 
environment”. 

The operations of 
the steel complex 
would expose the 
local population to 
environmental and 
sanitary risks

Milestones

By N. Venugopalan 
(icsf@icsf.net), 
Programme Manager, 
International Collective 
in Support of 
Fishworkers (ICSF)

The 65th session of the Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW) of the United Nations 

took place from 15 to 26 March 2021. The theme 
of the session was: “Women’s full and effective 
participation and decision-making in public life, as 
well as the elimination of violence, for achieving 
gender equality and the empowerment of all women 
and girls.” At this session, the 193 member states 
pledged to ramp up efforts to fully implement one 
of the most visionary blueprints of gender equality 
- the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 
1995 (the Beijing Platform for Action). It attempted 
to take stock of the status of women, including 
examining current and future challenges as well as 
the obstacles to implementing the Beijing Platform 
for Action. 

The discussions at the session included in-
depth assessment of current challenges that 
affect the implementation of the Beijing Platform 
for Action and the achievement of gender equality 
and the empowerment of women. It recognized 
that while the status of women has improved in 
some important respects in the past decade, 
progress has been uneven; inequalities between 
women and men have persisted, with serious 
consequences for the well-being of all people. It 
observed that equality between women and men is 
a matter of human rights and a condition for social 
justice; equality is also a necessary prerequisite 
for development and peace.

The UN Women’s Executive Director, Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka, said: “2020 has to be the year 
where change is intensified. In addition to the 25th 
anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action, this 
year marks 20 years of implementing Security 
Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and 

Security. It is also UN Women’s 10th birthday and 
the start of the UN Decade of Action. We will 
continue to work hard to achieve the aspirations 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
with the support of a variety of stakeholders whom 
we continue to mobilise”.

The Secretary General’s report (https://
digitallibrary.un.org/record/3850087?ln=en) drew 
on 170 National Reports, contributions from civil 
society and youth organizations to both national 
and regional reviews, as well as available global 
data. The report affirmed the positive news of the 
change in 274 discriminatory legal and regulatory 
reforms in 131 countries. 

Over the past 25 years, women’s 
representation in national parliaments has 
doubled, from 12 per cent in 1995 to an average 
of 24.3 globally in 2019, with the global median 
representation of women at 21 per cent. Nearly 
80 countries introduced legislated gender 
quotas, thus raising women’s participation. In 
2019, women gained 30 per cent of parliamentary 
seats in countries with quotas, compared to 
18 per cent in countries without quotas. Some 
countries had moved towards a target of 40–60 
per cent. By the year 2018, 192 countries had one 
or more dedicated gender equality mechanisms 
or focal points. While in 1995, only Sweden 
provided for paternity leave, by 2015, this had 
grown to 94 countries. The global maternal 
mortality ratio fell from 342 maternal deaths per 
100,000 live births in 2000 to 211 per 100,000 in 
2017. This, it can be said, is the positive legacy of 
the Beijing Platform for Action. 

The agreed conclusions are available at: 
https://undocs.org/en/E/CN.6/2021/L.3  

For a better world 
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