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Milestones

By Meryl J.Williams 
(meryljwilliams@
gmail.com), Chair/
Coordinator of GAF, 
Queensland, Australia

Twenty-fifth anniversary of the 1995 Beijing 
Declaration and Platform of Action.
On 1 October 2020, to celebrate the 25th 

Anniversary of the 1995 Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action – a vision for the empowerment 
of women – the UN General Assembly and UN 
Women convened a virtual high level meeting 
at which more than 100 countries committed 
to concrete actions that would advance gender 
equality for women and girls everywhere.

COBI Mexico: COVID-19 Series https://cobi.
org.mx/en/all-about-coronavirus-covid-19/

Since May 2020, Comunidad y Biodiversidad 
(COBI) has conducted a consultation process 
with fishers in 12 Mexican states to learn about 
the impacts of the pandemic, as well as the roles 
of the state, the local solutions applied for fishers, 
gender equality, the use of technology and 
environmental impact. Each month until the end 
of 2020, COBI published a report on their surveys 
and consultations. 

Global Marine Commodities Project releases 
“Basic Guidelines for a Gender-Responsive 
Fishery Improvement Project” 

https://globalmarinecommodities.org/en/
publications/basic-guidelines-for-a-gender-
responsive-f ishery-improvement-project-
indonesia/

While many fisheries standards and 
certification systems continue to totally ignore 
gender in their guidelines, or pay only perfunctory 
attention to gender equality, the new Basic 
Guidelines of the Global Marine Commodities 
Project stands out.

We welcome several new women/gender and 
fisheries/aquaculture organisations that have 
been established, including: 
•	 SAGE	 (Seafood	 and	 Gender	 Equality)	 in	 the	

USA (https://www.seafoodandgenderequality.
org/)

•	 Women	 in	 Fisheries	 (UK)	 https://women-
fisheries.com/ 

A number of significant developments in support of gender 
equity and equality  took place in 2020, a year otherwise 

marked by the COVID-19 pandemic

Nearly a third of the respondents took no 

part in decisions with regard to the assets of the 

family, especially in buying or disposal. Only 

40 per cent participated in decisions related to 

the marriage of anyone in the family. The study 

thus clearly brought out the hold of patriarchy 

in family affairs. It also revealed the low levels 

of participation of women in different social 

structures. Of the respondents, 82 per cent 

did not participate in local `Salish’ or village 

courts; none were members of local institutions 

like the market or schools. Only 2 per cent of 

respondents had communicated directly with 

the Union Parishad (Committee) chairman on 

matters related to local services. 

While most women said they could go out 

of their homes at will, there were restrictions. 

Almost all could visit their neighbours at any 

time. Less than half could go to their relatives’ 

houses as they willed, so long as the house was 

not too far away. A third of the responders even 

claimed they could not get medical treatment 

when they felt it was needed.

Over 60 per cent of the respondents had 

been victims of violence. Nearly three-fourths 

reported feeling insecure when the male head 

of the family was out at sea, with families with 

girls reporting the greatest insecurity. While 

three-fourths of all respondents had lodged 

complaints of harassment against neighbours or 

community, only 13 per cent of the complaints 

had resulted in satisfactory solutions. 

Most women covered in the study were 

completely unaware of the importance of 

networking. There were no women’s associations 

or organizations available for them to join. Half 

the women were members of microfinance 

groups; this was the only institution they could 

call their own. 

None of the respondents were aware of 

fisheries related laws and regulations. None had 

ever taken recourse to legal action on any issue.

The COAST study came out with the 

following recommendations: 

•	 Special	 policies	 and	 actions	 to	 identify	

women’s contributions 

•	 The	 involvement	 of	 women	 in	 economic	

activities

•	 The	 inclusion	 of	 women’s	 participation	 in	

various fisheries programmes 

•	 The	 implementation	 of	 labour	 policies	 for	

fisherwomen

•	 The	 issuance	 of	 ID	 cards	 to	 all	 women	 

fishers 
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