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From the Editor

Dear Friends,

Thisissue of Yemaya features articles
from Brazil, Indiaand Europe, aswell
as information on resources available
and forthcoming workshops.

As always, there is a focus on
women' sorganizationsin fisheriesand
their efforts to get together around
issues of common concern and to
create networks of solidarity.
The article from Brazil, for instance,
documents the process by which
women are consolidating their efforts
to create a national organization
of women in the fisheries sector,
based on principles of solidarity,
autonomy, democracy, respect of
differences, and regard for the
environment. Their struggle is
for rights, and, as they put it, for life
itself.

The article from Netherlands talks
about an exchange programme in
which women from the Dutch women-
in-fisheries network, VinVis, hosted
their counterparts from the Northern
Ireland Women in Fisheries Network
(NIWIF). The programme provided a
chance for women from both
networks to share their redlities, and
to energize and inspire one another.
Interactions such as this are helping
build up solidarity networks among
women in the fisheries sector in
Europe—small steps in a larger
process. Thus, NIWIF is hosting the
Second Conference and the Second
General Body meeting of AKTEA:
European Network of Women’'s
Organizations in Fisheries and
Aquaculture, in Northern Ireland in
April 2007.
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From India comes an article about
women seaweed collectorsin the Gulf
of Mannar, in Tamil Nadu in southern
India. Thisareaisboth anational park
and a biosphere reserve, and severd
restrictions on extraction activities,
including seaweed collection, arebeing
put in place. For the 5,000 or sowomen
seaweed collectors in the area, these
restrictions have direct implicationsfor
their livelihoods. The article discusses
some of the challenges facing these
women and their future in the only
livelihood they have known. The
challenge lies in ensuring that their
perspectives are incorporated into the
upcoming management plan for the
national park and biosphere reserve,
and in itsimplementation.

Another article from India takes a
look, from agender perspective, at the
just-published Marine Fisheries Census
2005. The need for reliable gender-
disaggregated data on women's work
infishing and infisheries-related work
has often been stressed asfundamental
to good planning and policymaking.
Data from the census clearly
establishes the important role of
women in fisheries-related activities,
particularly in marketing and
processing fish, and should providethe
springboard for further research and
analysis.

We also carry information on several
interesting publications and films, as
well as announcements of meetings
coming up. As always, we invite you
to share with us your experiences and
accounts of relevance to women in
fisheries and fishing communities.
Please send us articles for the next
issue of Yemaya by 30 May 2007.




YEMAYA

No.24: MarcH 2007

Latin America/ Brazil

Struggle for life always!

Fisherwomen in Brazil create their own national
organization to struggle for their rights, and for
life

By Naina Pierri, Professor of the Federal
University of Parana, Brazil, and Man Yu Chang,
Adviser, Department of Environment and Water
Resources, State Secretary of Parana, Brazil

In March 2006, fisherwomen of Brazil took an
important step towards their organization and
mobilization. At the Second National Conferenceon
Fisheries in Brasilia, fisherwomen from different
regionsof Brazil organized themsdalvesand struggled
very successfully to highlight their specificrights. At
the end of the conference, an independent national
organization called ‘National Articulation of
Fisherwomenin Brazil’ wascrested. Onemonth later,
on8and 9 April 2006, the organization had itsfirst
meeting in Recife, Pernambuco. In the subsequent
month, thisnewborn organization was accepted asa
regular member of the Nationa Council for Fisheries,
comprising different interest groupsand institutions
related to the sector.

During thefirst term of theadministration of President
Luiz Inacio LuladaSilva, from 2002 to 2006, two
nationd conferenceson aquacultureand fisherieswere
organized, in September 2003 and March 2006.
These conferences were preceded by State-level
conferences throughout the country. A national
meeting for women workers in fisheries was aso
organized in December 2004, again preceded by
State-level mestings.

The purpose of the conferencesand meetingswasto
provide opportunities to government officials to
interact directly with fisherfolk in order to ensurethat
their situation and demands could be incorporated
into specific public palicies. At the sametime, the
conferenceswere undoubtedly preciousopportunities
for fishworkers to consolidate their class
consciousness and set up their own organizations.
During the three-day events, over 2,000
representatives of the sector, from different parts of

the country, met and reported ontheir specificredlities,
and defined and discussed their priorities and
demands. Fisherwomen delegates were particularly
awarethat such opportunitieswererare, and so they
used these conferences asan opportunity to strengthen
their consciousness, organization and mobilization,
grounded invision, courage and dignity.

The foundation of the ‘National Articulation of
Fisherwomen in Brazil’ was the culmination of a
process that had begun at |east three years ago, in
September 2003, during the First National
Conference on Fisheries, when fisherwomen from
different parts of the country began to discusstheir
Stuation. They realized soon enough that the general
conferencedid not give proper atentiontothelr specific
problems, and, therefore, requested the government
to organize anational meeting of fisherwomen. The
government accepted their demand, and, in the
following year, 2004, the First National Mesting of
Women Workersin Fisherieswasorganized, preceded
by State-level meetings. Despite the fact that the
national meeting was convened by the government, it
was very helpful for fisherwomen to voice their
demands publicly, in an independent and forceful
manner.

When fisherwomen arrived at the Second National
Generd Conference on Fisheriesin March 2006, they
had a ready accumul ated organizational experience.
Thismade them the group with the highest mobilizing
capacity among al participants. They had clearly
defined three goalsfor the conference: (i) togaina
dotinthe proceedings schedulefor afisherwomanto
deliver agpeech at the opening and closing ceremony,
to expresstheir specific needs; (ii) to changetherules
and settings of the conference by adding aclauseto
ensurethat the composition of the permanent presiding
table had at |east 30 per cent women representatives,
and (iii) to get the Generd Conferenceto approvethe
document findlized at the Nationa Meeting of WWomen
Workersin Fisheries, in 2004, asaway tolegitimize
their demands of being part of thefisheriesclass.

A strong demonstration by fisherwomen prior to the
opening of the conference called the attention of the
organizing committee, and the opportunity wascreated
for a speech to be delivered by a fisherwoman
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STRUGGLE FOH LIF AlWAYS !

- “NATIUNAL ARTICULATIUN 07§
FISHERWOMEN IN BRAZIL"

representative during the opening ceremony. The
group a so succeeded in ensuring that the organizing
committee of the conference comprised 30 per cent
women. Two hundred signatureswere collected for
theapprova of thischangein the genera assembly of
the conference, achangethat wasfinally approved
by dl delegates. The group aso collected morethan
400 signaturesin two hoursin support of alegidative
changethat would recognize activities performed by
women, related both directly and indirectly tofisheries
Severa activities, both in the pre- and post-harvest
sector, are usually performed by women. It was
hoped that this project would ensure recognition of
thiswork and confer |abour rightson fisherwomen.

Following theintense and successful mohilization, the
women’ sgroup met one moretimeand founded the
‘Nationd Articulaion of FisherwomeninBrazil’. The
first meeting of thisorganization took placeduring 8
and 9 April 2006 in Recife, with the support of the
Conselho Pastoral dos Pescadores(CPP), abranch
of the Catholic church committed to social causes.
Therewere around 70 participants.

Fisherwomen discussed the principles and goal s of
the organization, and defined thefirst plan of action
for the next term. A foundation letter was written,
which synthesized the history of the struggle of
fisherwomen, expressed their main problems, and
established principles and priority demands. The

principles highlighted were: solidarity, autonomy,
democracy, respect of differences, and respect for
the environment. Among thedemandsprioritized were
thevaorization of thefisherwomen'’ sidentity and their
gruggleagaing discrimination and violenceof dl kinds.
Thefoundation letter ended with the phrase” Struggle
for lifeaways!”, which synthesized well the spirit of
these courageous women founders. The main
challenges at present are to increase grassroots
participation; promote gender and class
consciousness, and strengthen mobilization at loca,
regiona and national levels,

Naina Pierri can be contacted at
nainap@click21.com.br and Man Yu Chang at
manyu@click21.com.br

Asial India

Uncertain future
Women seaweed collectors in the Gulf of Mannar
region of Tamil Nadu face an uncertain future

This piece is based on an interview by Ramya

Rajagopalan, Consultant, ICSF Documentation
Centre

Shanti, a 34-year old woman from Meenarvar-
kuppam, asmdl fishing hamlet ontheKilakarai coast
of Ramanathapuram district, Tamil Nadu, India, has
been collecting seaweed right from the day shewas
10yearsold, fromtheidandsin the Gulf of Mannar
area. She collects seaweed everyday, except on
Fridays, aday designated as ano-collection day by
the village leadership. Women from Meenarvar-
kuppam regularly visttheidandsaof Appa, Vaa, Muli,
Musaand Mandli.

Earlier, Shanti used to stay ontheidandsduring the
peak season—from December to February—and
collect seaweed. Now, shegoestotheidandsusing
an outboard motor (OBM)-powered vallam (plank-
built canoe). She goeswith about 10 other women,
with aman on board to navigate. They leave early
in the morning by 6 am., cooking and packing
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their two meals before they set off to sea, and return
by 6 p.m.

Like all the other women with her, Shanti collects
seaweed with her hands. She uses gogglesto protect
her eyes. Thenet istied to her hip, and metal plates
arefixed to her legsto help her keep swvimming. She
dives up to adepth of 6-7 mto collect seashellsand
seaweed. She spends eight hoursin the water, often
in neck-deep waters, with her back bent, collecting
seaweedswith her hands. She earnsroughly Rs50-
100 (US$1-2) per day—this is one of the main
sources of income for her family of five, which
includes her husband and three daughters.

Seaweed can be collected for a period of only six
months, from October to March, as, during therest
of theyear, itistoo windy. Even during the seaweed
Season, collectionisnot possiblewhenthewatersare
murky. During the off-season, Shanti catchesfishand
crabs.

Thereareabout 50 women from thesamevillagewho
have been collecting seaweed on aregular basisfrom
theseidands, earning Rs50-100 per day. They collect
around 500-600 kg of seaweed each day. They also
collect other molluscs and ornamental shells. These
women are sure they would not likethelr childrento
collect seaweed for their livelihoods.

Themain speciesof seaweed collected are Gelidiella
acerosa and Sargassum. Theseare sold fresh to the
trader, who comesand collectsit fromthevillage, at
a rate of Rs 4 (US$0.1) per kg in the case of
G. acerosa, and of Rs 10 (US$0.2) per kg for
Sargassum. WhileG. acerosa isavailablethroughout
theyear, Sargassum isavailable only for aperiod of
three months—October, November and December.
Thetraders collect the seaweed, dry them and sell
them to the two agar-processing companies in
Madurai.

The seaweed is collected from theislands closer to
Meenavarkuppam. Theseidandsare part of the 21-
idand chain of the Gulf of Mannar region, whichwas
notified asaNational Park (Marine Protected Area)
by the Government of Tamil Naduin 1986, under the
Wildlife (Protection) Act (WPA), 1972. The national

park is being managed by the Wildlife Warden,
Department of Environment and Forests, Government
of Tamil Nadu.

Theseaweedsgrow only inthe shallow watersaround
theidands. According to theWPA, extraction of any
resourcefromanational park isprohibited. Though
the park was declared in 1986, there was no strict
implementation of regul ationsuntil 2002. 1t wasonly
in 2002 that people were asked to stop collecting
seaweed from the areaaround theidands.

Theseidandsalso form part of the core’ areaof the
Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve, which was
declared in 1989. Aspart of the management of the
biosphere reserve, a United Nations Devel opment
Programme (UNDP)-Global Environment Facility
(GEF)-Government of India (GOI) project was
initiated in 2002, and the Gulf of Mannar Biosphere
Reserve Trust (GOMBRT) was set up to handlethe
management aspects of the biosphere reserve.
A number of talks have been organized among
scientistsworking on seaweed, seaweed collectors,
tradersand other related industry groups, to discuss
conservation strategies for seaweed through this
initigtive,

Inthe Gulf of Mannar region, there arearound 5,000
women from gpproximately 25 villages dependent on
seaweed collection for their livelihoods. Many of them
are part of the Ramnad Fishermen’s Union. The
sudden restriction on seaweed collection in 2002 had
severe implications for these women. Several
discussionstook place at both theunion and village
level, and it was decided to regulate collection
activities—the method of seaweed collection and the
number of daysit could be collected. Prior to 2005,
for example, seaweed was collected using metal
scrapers, considered destructive to their further
propagation. In 2006, the union and a number of
villages decided to ban collection of seaweedsusing
metal scrapers. Traders were also asked not to
purchase seaweed collected inthisfashion.

However, despite these efforts at self-regulation,
women seaweed collectors face harassment on a
regular basis as seaweed collection around theidands
isofficidly forbidden. They haveto pay off locd forest
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guards and rangers if they want to go to collect
seaweed.

A joint meeting of seaweed collectors, wholesale
merchants, manufacturers of seaweed products (the
All India Agar and Alginate Manufacturers
Association), research institutes, GOMBRT and the
management of the Gulf of Mannar Nationa Park was
held on 17 December 2006 in order to discusssome
of these issues. The meeting agreed that seaweed
collection should be avoided in nationa park areas,
that only non-destructive methods of collection should
be adopted, and that seaweed collection should be
banned in the months of March, April and May,
considered the growing season for seaweed, to help
infurther propagation of seaweeds. Thetraderswere
asked to fix a reasonable price according to the
species and quality, and not to purchase immature
seaweed and seaweed collected using destructive
methods. The GOMBRT was asked to organize
women saf-help groups (SHGS) for seaweed culture,
and to create awareness about the importance of
seaweed inmaintaining biodiversity.

With the upcoming three-month ban on seaweed
collectionlooming large, womeninthecommunity feer
they are going to be badly affected, given that
seaweed collectionistheir main source of incomeand
livelihood. Inmost villages, few optionsfor dternative
livelihoods have been provided. Discussonson the
viability of culturing G. acerosa and Sargassum are

dill going on.

Many issues face the women seaweed collectorsin
the Gulf of Mannar, including restriction of accessto
seaweed resources, methods to be used to harvest
seaweed in non-destructive ways, closed season, and
low market prices. Their futureintheonly livelihood
they have known depends on whether their
perspectives are incorporated into the upcoming
management plan for the nationa park and biosphere
reserve, and on the manner in which these plansare
implemented.

Ramya can be contacted at
ramya.rajagopalan(@gmail.com

Asial India

Getting the count right

The Marine Fisheries Census 2005 provides,
among other things, information on women’s
work in fisheries-related activities in India

By Chandrika Sharma, Executive Secretary,
International Collective in Support of
Fishworkers

Thefisheriessector in Indiais estimated to provide
employment to several million people. There can be
no denying the importance of good data about the
people who harvest, process and trade in fish
resources, to put in place effective management
systems, given that fisheries management is about
managing people and their interactions with the
resource base.

The Marine Fisheries Census 2005, commissioned
by the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying
and Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Government
of India, and conducted by the Centra Marine
Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) is a
commendable effort in this direction. The census
provides awedlth of information that will be useful
for policymakers, researchersand othersin the sector.

The last comprehensive census was conducted by
CMFRI in 1980. It covered 2,132 marine fishing
villages, with 1,442 landing centres and 333,038
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households. The 2005 census covered 3,202 marine
fishing villages, 1,332 landing centres and 756,212
households (atotal of 3.52 mn marinefisherfolk) in
al maritime Statesand Union Territoriesof India. It
does not cover the Andaman and Nicobar islands
andtheidandsof L akshadweep.

Notably, the census has data on womenworkingin
fisheriesrdated activitiesinthe marinefisheries sector.
The lack of reliable data on women’s work in the
fisheries sector haslong been pointed out asamajor
lacunainfisheriesstatigtics, in Indiaand € sawhere. It
has been stressed that lack of data reinforces the
invisibility of women’swork, and isamajor reason
for gender-blind fisheries policiesthat assumethat it
ismen who dominatethe sector.

The census was conducted with the following
objectives.

- determine population size and structure at a
microlevd;

- assesstheeducationd and socio-religiousstatus
of fisherfalk;

- determine the number of active fishermen
engagedinfishing;

- determine gender-wise occupation in fishery-
related activities,

- determinethe number of craft and gear owned
by fisherfalk;

- quantify the number of craft and gear in the
fishery;

- obtaininformation oninfrastructurefacilities,
such aslanding centres;

- obtaininformation on other utilitarian facilities
and socid aspects; and

- provideinformation on the number of fishing
villages, landing centres, fisherfolk population,
activefishermen, occupationa status, fishing
craft and gear and rel ated parameters.

In keeping with the above objectives, the census
provides detailed information on several aspects of
the fisheries sector, including population size and
structure, educationd level, craft and gear, ownership
of craft and gear, aswell asthe availability of basic

facilities, such ashealth and education. The attempt
below istolook at someof thislarge volumeof data,
from agender perspective.

The census notesthat women form 48.6 per cent of
the marinefisherfolk population, with 948 femaesfor
1,000 males—the all India sex ratio, according
to the Census of India 2001, is 933 (http://
www.censusindia.net/t 00_003.html). Thesex ratio
for fishing communitiesismaximumin Kerala (980)
andminimuminWest Bengd (898), among the States
of India. According to datafrom the 2001 Census of
India, the sex ratio for Keralaasawholeis 1,058,
andfor West Bengal itis934. Why isthesexratioin
fishing communitiessolow in Keralg, given that for
the State asawhole, theratio isfavourable? Severa
suchissuesneed to befurther explored by researchers
and othersworkingin the sector.

Itisnoteworthy that the census providesinformation
oncommunity issues, such asavailability of eectricity,
banks, accessible roads, health and education
facilities, housing, and membership in co-operative
societies. Thereisalso information on the fishery-
related infrastructure available—boatyards, ice
factories, cold storage, freezing and canning plants,
curing yards, peeling sheds and fishmeal plants.
Undoubtedly, this data should be used by
policymakerstoimproveaccessto basicfacilitiesand
infrastructure. Perhaps the next census could also
include aspects such asaccessto water and sanitation,
key issuestor many fishing communities.

The censusdefinesa’ marinefisherman’ asaperson
—man or woman—engaged in marinefishing or any
other activity associated with marinefishery, or both.
Fishing is defined to include activities like seed
collection. The datathat has been collected provides
information onfishermen engagedin activefishing (full-
time, part-timeor occasiond). However, theabsence
of gender-disaggregated dataon thosewho fish makes
it difficult to estimate the number of women engaged
inactud marinefishinginIndia Evenif thenumber of
women fishingissmall, thisinformation would have
beenuseful. Itisknown, for example, that dong some
parts of the coast, women engage in shrimp seed
collection; beach-saining; crab, shellfish and seaweed
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collection; and so on. It would a so have been useful
to obtain agender-differentiated picture on ownership
of craft and gesr.

Gender-disaggregated datais, however, available, as
mentioned eerlier, for thoseengaged infishery-reated
activities, for example, marketing, providing labour,
processing, net-making, and so on. The 2005 census
notesthat among women, the major fishing-related
activitiesaremarketing (41.8 per cent), labour (18.4
per cent) and curing/processing (18 per cent). Further,
as many as 73.6 per cent of those engaged in
marketing arewomen, while75.7 per cent of thosein
curing and processing are a so women. It isapparent
that women dominate marketing and processing
activitiesinmarinefisheries.

Statewise dataindicatesthat thelargest numbers of
women in marketing are in Maharashtra (39,288),
Tamil Nadu (31,019) and Andhra Pradesh (27,160).
Sgnificant numbersof women engagein processing/
curing activitiesin Andhra Pradesh (24,524), Orissa
(16,447) and Maharashtra(8,584). Men, onthe other
hand, predominatein activitiessuch asrepair and net
meaking, and in providing labour for fishing activities.

A look at total numbersisalsointeresting. Thetotal
fisherfolk populationis 3,519,116. Of this, 889,528
areclassified asactivefishermen; 390,928 men are
found to engageinfishing-associated activities, while
the corresponding figure for women is 365,463.
Women, in other words, account for 48.3 per cent of

thefisherfolk infishing-associated activities.

The data collected proves beyond doubt that women
arean integral part of the marinefisheries sector in
India Itisto behoped that thisdataisused effectively
for the formulation of policies that reinforce and
support women’ srolesin thefisheries, in activities
such as marketing and processing, and stimulates
further research. The detailed dataand information
availableinthe Statewise censusreportsshould prove
invauablefor this.

It is also to be hoped that such censuses are
conducted with periodic regularity, and that efforts
are made to improve the methodology used, the
dimensionsand issues explored and thereliability of
datacollected. Further, the scopefor better integrating
the MarineFisheries Censuswith the National Census
needsto be explored. No doubt, lessonscan bedrawn
from other countries that have undertaken similar
efforts.

Chandrika can be contacted at icsf@icsf.net

Europe/ Netherlands

Sharing, learning, inspiring

Women of Northern Irish fishing communities
meet with their counterparts in the Netherlands
By Cornelie Quist, a supporter of VinVis and a
member of ICSF, with inputs from Louise
Henning and Trish Slater (NIWIF) and Marja
Bekendam and Mariet Groen (VinVis)

In September 2006, 14 women from the Northern
Ireland Women in Fisheries Network (NIWIF) visted
the Netherlands to meet with their counterpartsin
VinVis, the Dutch Women in FisheriesNetwork. The
visit wastheresult of contactsmadelast May at the
founding meseting of AKTEA, the European Network
of Womenin Fisheriesand Aquaculturein Europe.

The NIWIF network isanew organization, formed
by women-in-fisheries (WIF) groups based in the
three major fishing harbours of Northern Ireland:
Kilkedl, Ardglassand Portavogie. The network was
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initiated by women of the Fishermen’ sWives Support
group of Kilked, who had been participating in severa
WIF eventsin Europe and had been inspired by WIF
networksthat existed in other countries, such asthe
Dutch VinVis. TheNIWIF network choseVinVisfor
itsfirst exchangevist becausethe Dutch network hed
already been in existence for six years and the
Northern Irishwomenwereinterestedinlearning from
the Dutch women’ sexperiencesand inexploring idess
about how to regenerate their own ailing fishery
indugtry.

The Dutch WIF network, VinVis, is a network of
women from family-based fishing enterprisesfromal
important fishing regions of the Netherlands. The
Dutch women saw it asabig chalengeto host their
Northern Irish counterparts. It was decided to focus
the visit on the three most important living fishing
communities; Wieringen (multi-species fisheries),
Lauwersoog (shrimp fisheries) and Urk (flatfish and
ed fisheries). Theideawasto exposethelrishwomen
to the history of these communities, their way of life
and to successful initiatives taken up to keep their
communitiesand thefishery indudtry dive.

The Irishwomen visited several fisheries museums
and went on walking toursin ancient, picturesque
fishing villages. They were also exposed to fishing
harbours, whereinitiatives such asafresh-fish market
and cosy eating places promoting fish dishes, were
being undertaken. They also visited a fish auction
wherethefishermen’ scatch was sold with theaid of
electronic gadgets—seen asafair system that gave
better pricesto thefishermen. Thewomen had lunch
on board adecommissioned shrimp trawler that was
convertedinto aleisureship for tourists. The skipper-
owner, aformer shrimp fisher, informed them about
the history and problemsof the Dutch shrimp fishing
community. A visit to the largest shrimp trading
company of Europe had to be cancelled at the last
moment, inall probability because the management
was afraid of negative publicity at a time when
rel ations between the company and the Dutch shrimp
fishing community were disturbed (see Yemaya July
2003). TheNorthern Irishwomenwerevery surprised
to hear that Dutch shrimpswerebeing transported all

theway, by truck, from northern Netherlandsto north
Africa(Morocco) for pedling!

One day of their visit was reserved for a sharing
session between women of both the networks. Being
only among women, there was space for heart-to-
heart conversation. Thewomenweresurprisedtofind
so many similarities in the problems they, as
fishermen’ swives, faced asaresult of theailing fishery
industry in both countries. The problemsvaried from
personal traumas, such as bankruptcy of thefamily
enterprise or loss of their husbandsin accidents at
seq, to family and community problems, such asfast
decline of incomes, out-migration of youth,
deterioration of publicfacilitiesin their villages, and
even increase of divorces. Women noted how the
qudlity of their family liveshad deteriorated, because
now, to keep their incomesat reasonableleves, their
husbands had to go for fishing voyages that lasted
over onewesek, leaving behind dl theresponsibilities
to the women on shore. Most of the earningsfrom
fishing went back into the boats, and besidesdoing
all the shore-based work for the enterprise, women
now also had to take up jobs outside the sector to
supplement their husband-fishermen’ sincomes, and
to be able to feed, clad and educate their children.
Thewomen recaled how their husbandswereadways
tired and worried these days, which was aso
negatively affecting marital relations and the
environment for thechildren. Thewomen dsofdt that
thefishermen of their communities had becomemore
individuaistic and had lost the ability to co-operate,
losing influenceand control. Today, they said, itisthe
trading companiesthat arein control.

Much time was spent on discussing aternatives. A
few women shared how their familieshad been able
to turnthetide. OneIrish woman described how she
and her husband had decommissioned their boat and
started acrab-processing plant. They had learned the
skillsal by themselves, and worked very hard together
tofindly be ableto earn astableincome and manage
agood standard of lifeagain. A Dutch recounted how
sheand her hushand had successfully diversified their
economic activitiesby changing to part-timefishing,
complemented by adecorativeand building business.
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Good co-operation and communication between
husband and wife, on abasisof equality, wasfelt to
beof greet importance. Thewomenfelt that they could
have animportant rolein broadening the perspectives
of their hushands. Women al so stressed the need for
educating their children and their communities about
theimportance of preserving their cultureandidentity;
otherwise, thesewould belost within adecade.

The Irish women were impressed to see how the
Dutch fishing villages were preserving their culture
through well-maintained fisheries museums and
community activitiesto promotetheir productsand
way of life. It was also seen as very important for
women to come forward and participate in public
meetings concerning fisheries policies and
management, to speak out and defend theinterests
of their familiesand communities. Women felt thet the
fishing effort should be reduced, not through
complicated rules and regulations imposed by the
State, but through initiatives by the community itself.
For thelatter to happen, women could play arolein
uniting the community, even though they knew thisto
be no easy job.

Following this meeting was abeautiful buffet with
homemade (fish) dishes, arranged by the VinVis
women. The men were alsoinvited to the buffet. In
hisspeech, theleader of thefishermen’ sorganization
praised the women’s initiative of cross-border
exchangeand said that themen should learn fromthis
example.

Theexchangevist ended with avist to themonument
dedicated to those who had lost their livesat seain
Urk, thelargest fishing village of the Netherlands. This
was amoment of deep sadness, becausethere were
three widows in the Irish group who had lost their
husbandsin accidentsat sea. A deep solidarity was
felt among thewomen, tearsflowed and handswere
held.

Thewomen separated inwarm friendship, mentioning
how energized and inspired they felt throughthevist.
Thisyear they will meet again whenNIWIF hoststhe
next AKTEA meeting in April 2007. The success of
thisexchangevisit will certainly be shared with the
other European WIF groups, and, hopefully, more of
theseinitiativeswill follow.

Some of the responses of the women who were part
of thevigt:

“Wewereimpressed with the enthusiasm of the
fishermen’ swivesinHolland intryingtokeep dive
thefishing industry and with the support they give
to their husbands.” (aNIWIF woman)

“Inthesetimes of globalization, it isso good to
know that there are il peoplewho stick together
and makeafist for their communitiesand family
enterprises” (aVinViswoman)

“Wevisted amuseumin Zoutkamp, whichweall
thoroughly enjoyed, and got lots of ideas for a
museumwhichwehopewill besat upinKilked in
the near future.” (aNIWIF woman)

“It was a great experience for us, the VinVis
women, to organize thisevent al by ourselves,
without any financia support, and by just using
our own creativity and putting our shoulders
together. It has strengthened our mutual relations
and givenusenergy. It wasalso agreat experience
tolook at our fishing communitiesthrough theeyes
of our guests. We have learnt alot.” (aVinVis
woman)

“Thiswasagreat field trip and we want to thank
al involved in the organization.” (a NIWIF
woman).
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“By going on with our network, going on with
learning from, listening to, and supporting one
another, wewill protect what we believein: Our
way of lifel” (aVinViswoman)

Cornelie can be contacted at
cornelie.quist@wolmail.nl

Film

Wild Caught

Wild Caught: The Life and Struggles of an
American Fishing Town. Documentary. 2006.
98 minutes. Producer and Director: Matthew
Barr

The following background to the film is
in the words of the director, Mathew Barr

(http://www.unheardvoicesproject.org/
background.html#)

Wild Caught: The Life and Struggles of an
American Fishing Town is a feature-length
documentary that exploresthe lives of small-scale
commercia fishermen living in Snead’ sFerry, North
Carolina

For over 300 years the fishermen have made a
precarious iving catching shrimp, clamsand finfish;
now, theforces of globalization, imports, rising fuel
pricesand explosive coastal growth arethreatening
this hard-fought and deeply ingrained way of life.
They don’t do it for the money—they fish because
they haveto, because they love the freedom. They
are some of the last true independent spiritsleftin
America, and their srugglesto keep afloat in Snead's
Ferry is symbolic of what is going on around the
country, and around the planet.

IN 1999, on North Topsail Beach, | usedto seeshrimp
boats go from the ocean to a river inlet in the
Intracoastal Waterway. Curious, | droveinlandto see
where they docked and discovered the village of
Snead’ sFerry.

Thefishermen of Snead’ sFerry, North Carolina, as|

first knew themin 1999, were struggling but putting
grocerieson the table—and were providing some of
the best seafood money could buy. They were
surviving inajob known asthemost dangerousin the
country, where degth and seriousinjury are common.
Asamdl-scaefishermen knowledgesbleinthe‘folk’

waysof fishing, their priority hasadwaysbeentowork
in harmony with the environment and to monitor the
fish stocks that provide their livelihood. Though
lumped together with large-scale freezer-trawler
operationsunder thejobtitle* commercid fishermen’,
they had as much in common with them astheman
on themoon.

In 1999 and 2000, as | began filming, things were
tough, but survivable. As| became accepted in the
town, fishermen and their families shared their
knowledge, techniquesand seastories. They practise
a sustainable type of fishing, limited by scale and
locdlity to being ecologically sound. Their experientiad
knowledge base, handed down from generation to
generation, isenormous. Some have spent hdf of their
livesat sea

As fascinated as | was by the visceral process of
fishing, the fishermen’ s philosophy and sea stories
became alayered underpinning to the story. Why is
thisway of life so powerful ? Doesit comefrom the
strong sense of spiritudity fishermenfedl out inthe
ocean?Whét isthesense of freedom thet thefishermen
kept dludingto?
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Ultimately, Wild Caught isabout community, so hard
tofind yet so central to who we areashuman beings.
The people of Snead’ sFerry haveadeeply imbedded
sense of togetherness. They really do ook out for
oneanother, even though they havelittlemoney.

Ultimately, though, the story itself changed. The
fishermen of Snead’s Ferry have had to deal for a
long timewith complex regulationsand hard times.
But by 2005, they had to cope with ever-expanding
competition from cheap imported seafood,
unparalleled coastal growth, escalating taxes and
lowered prices. Now, in 2006, with most of thefish
housesup for sde, thefishermen’ svery surviva isin
jeopardy.

And that isthe story of Wild Caught.

Publications

Gender Focus

The web dossier, Gender Focus: A collection of
articles from Yemaya, includes a selection of
articles from Yemaya, classified by region

Women of fishing communitiesacrosstheworld play
vital roles in fisheries, and in sustaining their
households, communities, social networks and
cultures. Whiletheserolesare central to maintaining
livelihoodsand thevery activity of fisheries, they often
remai n unacknowledged and undervalued.

Yemaya, the gender and fisheries newsdl etter from
ICSF was initiated in 1999 to draw attention to
women' srolesand work inthefisheriesand infishing
communities, aswell asto initiatives being taken by
them to organize and defend their interests and the
interestsof their communities. It wasa soto provide
ameaningful forum for sharing of experiences, views
and strategies.

This web dossier compiles selected articles from
Yemaya by region—Asa, Africa, Latin America,

Europe, Pacific Iands and North America. The
articles, taken together, provide abroad overview of
thekey issuesfacing womenin thefisheries sector in
eachregion, aswell astheloca, national and regiona
initiatives being taken by women’ sgroupsto organize
around their concerns.

The web dossier can be downloaded from http://
www.icsf.net/jsp/english/pubPages/dossiers/
dos yem,jsp. Thedossierisaso availablein French

and Spanish.

Publications

Gender and Disaster

Guidelines for Gender-sensitive Disaster
Management: Practical Steps to Ensure Women’s
Needs are Met and Women’s Human Rights are
Respected and Protected. Asia Pacific Forum on
Women, Law and Development (APWLD). 2006.
84 pages.

These guidelines have been formulated to assist
governments, the non-State sector and civil society
in dealing with women who have been affected by
naturd disasters. They aremeant to be practical, easy-
to-follow stepsthat need to betaken in responding
towomen’sconcernsin post-disaster Stuations. They
have been categorized into immediate, mid-term and
long-term responses. However, there could be
overlapsin theresponses, and thisfactor needsto be
takeninto congderationinimplementing theguiddines.

Theseguidelinesaretheresult of the documentation
project Survey of Women’sHumanRightsViolations
inthe Aftermath of the Tsunami in India, Indonesia,
Thailand and Sri Lanka and the October 8, 2005
Earthquake in Pakistan, co-ordinated by the Asia
Pacific Forum on Women, Law and Devel opment
(APWLD), awomen’ shuman rights network of over
140 members in 23 countries of the Asia-Pacific
region.

This publication can be accessed at
http://www.apwld.org/pdf/Gender Sensitive.pdf

@
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Announcement

AKTEA Conference:
Women in Fisheries
and  Aquaculture:
Connecting
Communities for
Building the Future,
Annalong, Northern
Ireland, 27 and 28 April
2007

' | The Second Conference
and the Second General Body meeting of AKTEA:
European Network of Women’s Organizations in
Fisheries and Aquaculture will be held in Northern
Ireland in April 2007. Both events are being hosted
by the Northern Ireland Women in Fisheries (NIWIF)
network, which groups fisherwomen. The
conference has been planned in two parts. The
first part will focus on action needed vis-a-vis
European institutions. The major issues that will be
discussed are: the European Fisheries Policy and
women'’s organizations; the European Fisheries
Fund (2007-2013) and women'’s organizations; and
assigning legal status to collaborative spouses (EU
Directive 86/613) by all European Union Member
States.

The second part of the conference will discuss the
AKTEA network programme for the next two years.
The main issues to be discussed are: (i) networking,
communication and exchange; (ii) solidarity
linkages: how to build and sustain the network at
the transnational level; (iii) visibility and strengthening
of the role of women and women’s organizations in
sustaining local communities through workshops,
training programmes, exchange programmes and
research; and (iv) promoting safety at sea through
activities such as workshops, training programmes,
exchange programmes and research.

On Sunday, 29 April, there will be a special workshop
to discuss global issues in fisheries, in particular,
the impact of global developments on fishing
communities worldwide. This workshop will also
discuss how to build solidarity linkages between
women of fishing communities in the North and
South.

For further details on the conference, please contact
Katia Frangoudes at Katia.Frangoudes@univ-
brest.fr
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Please do send us comments and
suggestions to make the newsletter more
relevant. We would also like names of other
people who could be interested in being
part of this initiative. We look forward to
hearing from you and to receiving regular
write-ups for the newsletter.

Writers and potential contributors to YEMAYA,
please note that write-ups should be brief,
about 500 words. They could deal with
issues that are of direct relevance to women
and men of fishing communities. They could
also focus on recent research or on meetings
and workshops that have raised gender
issues in fisheries. Also welcome are life
stories of women and men of fishing
communities working towards a sustainable
fishery or for a recognition of their work within
the fishery. Please also include a one-line
biographical note on the writer.



