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Questioning invisibility

Women workersin the fisheries sector in Chile
are often not formally recognized or covered by
social security

By Dodani Araneda, JacquelineSalas, Algandra
Pinto and Marisol Alvarez, working with the
Under secretariat for Fisheries, Gover nment of
Chile, and Cecilia Godoy, workingwith Prisma
Consultants, Chile.

Aspart of aresearch project, 1,571 interviewswere
undertaken with women who work in artisanal
fisheriesand aguaculture activitiesin 10 councils of
Chiloe Province, in southern Chile, between
November 2004 and February 2005. Theaimwas
to obtaininformation about their activities, ageprofile,
incomeand educationlevds, professond recognition,
and future expectations.

Thereare80fishlanding centresin Chiloe Province
that are recognized by the government viaDecree
240/1998. All these were visited for the research
project. Inaddition, information was collected from
74 other placeswherewomen engageinfisheriesand
aguacultureactivities.

For some years now, the invisibility of women's
labour in artisanal fisheries has been a matter of
reflection and research in several countrieswhere
fishing hasbeen atraditional activity. In Chile, the
existenceof nativegroupsliving in coastal areashas
been recognized from pre-Higpanictimes, and women
have been working along rivers and estuaries,
maintaining adirect relationshipwithfishery activities
and collection of seaweed and shellfish, abundantly
availableinthelr immediate environment.

Asafirst step towards looking at the activities of
womeninfisheries, theUndersecretariat for Fisheries
in Chilefeltit necessary to quantify thework, both
formal andinformal, of womenin artisanal fisheries
and aguaculture.

Towards this end, it initiated a project hamed
“Quantification of theFormal and Informa Activities
of Womenin Artisana Fisheriesin Chiloe Province,
X Region, Chile’. Thisproject, funded by the Japan
International Co-operation Agency (JICA), was

executed by Prisma Consultants between November
2004 and February 2005.

Chiloe Province was selected because of the high
concentration (35 per cent) of artisana fishermenand
diversinthisregion (Region X), equivaent to 33 per
cent of thetotd artisand fisheriesworkforceengaged
inextractive activitiesin Chile (National Statistics
Ingtitute, 2002).

Thisresearch wasthefirst of itskind at theregional
andprovincid levels. 1,571 persond interviewswere
undertaken inthe 10 councilsof ChiloeProvince, as
follows: Ancud (536), Quemchi (68), Dacahue (34),
Curaco de Velez (111), Quinchao (346), Chonchi
(70), Puqueldon (71), Castro (72), Queilen (42) and
Qudlon (221).

The results showed that the principal activity of
womenisthe collection of shellfish and algaeaong
the coast, with 88.2 per cent women reporting
themsalvesto beengagedinsuch activities. Children,
teenagersand old personswere al so found engaging
intheseactivities. Additionally, about four per cent
women were found to work as desconchadoras
(workersengaged in de-shelling the shellfish), while
two per cent did actual fishing.

According tothe General Fishery and Aquaculture
Law (Decree430/1991), some categories of |abour
must be recorded inanational registry. Theresearch
found that most women work ‘illegally’ as their
activitiesarenot registered intheNational Artisand
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Fisherwomen’s Register or in the National
Aquaculture Regiger.

Theincomesof thesewomen wereseento below at
about US$ 86 per month. A high percentage (69 per
cent) declared no coverage under social security.
Asfor the age profile of women in the sector, about
45 per cent of thewomeninterviewed were between
20 and 40 years of age, another 45 per cent were
older than that, and about 7 per cent younger than 20
years. Ninety-five per cent of thewomeninterviewed
had received some education—19 per cent had
completed primary school and six per cent, high
schooal.

The project is the first institutional effort to
recognize and valorize women’s participation in
fishery and aguacultureactivitiesat thenationd levdl.
Themain outcome expected from the project isthe
formal recognition of the fishing activities
performed by the women in Chiloé Province, and
their registration in existing records, so that their
productiveactivitiesgain officia recognition. Itisadso
worth remembering that most of thefundsearmarked
for theartisand fisheriessector aregranted toformally
congtituted organi zations.

The co-operation of the women interviewed for
the research project indicates their yearning for a
better quality of life and for changes that can
ultimately lead to greater recognition of women's
work.

Jacqueline Salas, one of the authors, can be
contacted at jsguiroga@subpesca.cl




