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Gerrard and Maria Cristina Maneschy. Halifax:
Fernwood Publishing, 2005, 307 pages.
Reviewed by Jackie Sunde, a researcher with
the Masifundise Development Trust, Cape
Town, South Africa

Changing Tides: Gender, Fisheries and
Globalizationisan exceptional collection of research
articles, case studies, reportsand brief commentaries
spanning 18 countries and including women
fishworkers, community activists, researchers and
academics from the South and the North. Thisbook
capturesthework of aunique, ongoing research and
development process, originating in Canada, that
explorestheway inwhich globalization isimpacting
onwomen'slivesand gender relationswithinfisheries.
The perspective of thebook isclearly stated—it adopts
“afeminist approach that seeksto be global, critical,
holistic and integrative’. The editors must be highly
commended for bringing together avery vast sea of
literature on each of the aspects—gender, globalization
and fisheries—and for challenging the boundaries of
conventional methodologies by documenting and
collating such diverse contributionsin amost useful
and creative way.

Thebook itself reflectsthevery nature of thisproject—
reflective, dense, integrative, detailed and diverse.
Continually challenging the reader to move from
women’sgrounded experiencesto theory and back to
locality, it does take considerable time to read and
digest. Inthinking about the readership, | was struck
by the possibility that this book will not be easily
access bleto some of the participantsin thisproject—
and yet it isanimportant part of the processin and of
itself. Several of the articles draw rather heavily on
the language of taken-for-granted conceptual
frameworks of feminism, poststructuralism and
decongtructionin their understandingsof globalization,
raceand gendered identities, whilst others, most notably
the authors of the article on Changes in Icelandic
Fisheries, areparticularly good at weaving explanations
of thesetheoretical toolsthroughout their discussion,

thereby extending the reader’ s own understanding of
how we can make linkages as we move through
information of thiskind.

Theeditorshavetried to assist thereader by structuring
the book in such a way that the reader is able to
assimilatethe depth and complexity of thetask of linking
these broad topics. Theintroduction by BarbaraNeis
maps out the rationale for the structure of the book,
providing anoverview of thedevel opment of knowledge
inthefields of gender, globalization and fisheries, and
locating the book within the broader framework of the
research initiativesthat have shaped the contributions.
The book is divided into six sections. The first two
chaptersprovide an overview of thekey issues. Most
helpful isMarthaMacDonald’s chapter on Buildinga
Framework for Analyzing the Relationships
Between Gender, Globalization and Fisheries, which
beginsto “map linkages’ and guides the reader to
someof the questionsthat might be asked " from trawl”
right through the production and consumption lineto
“thetable’.

Thebook issimultaneously ajourney of mapping the
linkages for the reader as well as stretching
conventiona understandingsand conceptual mapsfor
understanding gender and globalization. AsMacDondd
notes, fisheries provides* an excellent vantage point
for exploring the processes of capital accumulation and
relationsof classand gender.” Itisasif theaddition
of ‘fisheries' to globalization takes one on a deeper
voyage, enablesoneto extend the depth and range of
knowledge of women'’s lived experiences and hear
previoudy unheard voices.

In the second and third sections, the interweaving of
regional and local case studies with theoretical
reflectionsonissuesof women'sidentities, roles, rights,
race and class hasthe effect of successfully keeping
the book grounded in women'’slived experiences of
fisheries, and mapsthe geography of household and
community at the centre of aglobal frame. Theresult
isthat as one reads these local stories, and then re-
reads them through a conceptual lensin afollowing
section, one sees the linkages between the lives of
women living on the east coast of Canadawith those
of women dependent on fisheriesin villages on the
south coast of India.

Section Four comprisesawiderange of reflectionson
thewaysinwhichtheimpact of globdization onfisheries
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management issues is mediated by gender, class,
cultural and national identities. The contributions
highlight the way in which globalization and gender
discrimination combine to shape women’s accessto
marineresourceswithin marine conservation systems
in Mexico, threaten women’s occupational healthin
Chileaswell aslimitstheir participation in specific
approaches to management systems such as quality
control systemsintroduced in Norway. Thedestructive
impact of greedy, accumul ative, gender-blind fisheries
management systemsishighlighted by the articleon
the impact of the individual quota system on
communitiesin Iceland. Thefact that women are not
passivevictimsof theseimpactsisilluminated by the
articleontheuse of trawler bycatch in Ghana, where
class status enabl es certain women to enhance their
entrepreneuria power inaglobalizing fisheriescontext.

In Section Five, the authors pose critical questions
regarding the nature of information gathering and warn
against the dangers of “intellectual imperialism”
mirroring theexploitative nature of globalizationthrough
one-sided research processes. Siri Gerrard's article
suggeststhat feminist approachesto research provide
arange of methodologies that can mitigate against
unequal relations in a context in which access to
information shapes power relations. The need for
researchersin the North to learn from theinsights of
frameworksdevel oped inthe South aswell asfor inter-
sectoral, multi-disciplinary approachesismotivated by
two Canadian academics who have transferred a
conceptual framework developed by Indian feminist
BinaAgarwal for understanding the materialist basis
of gendered aspects of resource degradationin India,
to afisheriescontext in Newfoundland, Canada.

Inthefina section, theimpact of theintersectionsof a
neoliberal, capitalist global system with unequal
relations of power along gender, race, class, cultura
and geographical linesisunderscored both throughthe
statement from the Gender, Globalization and Fisheries
Network Workshop from which theinitiativefor this
book aroseaswell asinthe*last words’ presented by
Barbara Neis and Maria Cristina Maneschy. The
authorsof thissection provideavery useful overview
of the key themesthat emergein the book aswell as
identifying aresearch agendafor thefuture.

Thefact that globaization processesare fundamentally
gendered” isstrongly illuminated through the* fisheries
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and ‘gender’ lenses used in this book. The work
presented here deepens our understanding of thevery
destructiveimpactsof these processesby mapping the
interstices of these systems of power relationsat al
levels of our lives. However, whilst mapping these
destructive forces, it simultaneously highlights the
strength of women’ sresistance and theway inwhich
feminist pergpectivespoint to dternativewaysof living
and interacting with our fisheries and other natural
resources. Early oninthebook, Indianfeminist activist
Nalini Nayak reminds usthat feminist approachesto
working within the fisheries sector have long
emphasized the need for an aternative devel opment
paradigm and amore sustainableway of livingthat is
based on “fisheriesfor need not greed”.

This collection suggests that creative research and
development projects such asthat of the one through
which this book was produced, which draw on the
critical insights of gendered analyses whilst also
strengthening networksfor transformation acrossthe
globe, might enable usto beginto “imagine and fight
for alternatives...more likely to sustain life and
enhancejustice” (McMahon, 2002).

Jackie can be contacted at suntel @netactive.co.za

2L TN



