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European Union

Creating a network

Fisherwomen’s organizations in Europe met
recently to consolidate their network
Thisinformation isfrom the AKTEA Newdletter
No. 7, February 2006 (http:/Mmww.fishwomen.or ¢/
IMG/pdf/aktea_7en.pdf)

A mesting organized by thesocia scientist members
of the thematic Network, FEMMES, was held last
September a Lalagunain Tenerifein Canary Idands.
Somefisherwomen’sorganizationsand networks(in
Spain, the Netherlands, France, Portugd, Finlandand
Italy) wereinvited tojointhemeeting and discussthe
future of the initiative created by the FEMMES
programme. After adiscussion, which consderedthe
results of the European electronic survey by the
FEMMES programme, al participants agreed to
establishaEuropean Network of Womenin Fisheries,
Shdllfishing and Aquaculture. Theissuesconsidered
were

The basis of the network

Theagendafor womeninfisheriesand aguaculturein
Europe, which wasthe outcome of theworkshopsof
the FEMMES programme, was considered to bethe
common basisfor organizationsand individualswho
may wish to become members of the European
Network.

Fisherwomen’s organizations and network
members are aiming to achieve

- Vighility of women'sroleinfisheries

- Recognition of women’scontributioninthe
sector

- Participationin decis onmaking on mattersthat
affect women'sroleinfisheries

- Exchange of experiences, problems and
resolutions

- Animprovement inwomen'ssdaf confidence

- A sustainable development of fisheriesanda
futurefor fishingcommunities

- Pdliticd andindtitutiond acceptanceof women's
organizationsinfisheries

Who can be members of the European Network
of Women in Fisheries?

- Women'sorganizationsand networksworking
toimprovetheconditionsfor womeninfisheries
and aquaculture and rel ated activities

- Individua womenin fisheriesand aquaculture

- Individualswho support the efforts of women
in fisheries and aguaculture (civil servants,
researchers, education, €tc.)

Fisherwomen’sorganizationsand networksof women
infisheriesarethemain membersof thenetwork, with
individuasonly entitled to associate membership.

Network Name

Participantsexpressed thedes rethat the new network
will be a continuation of the FEMMES thematic
network and were of the opinion that name of the
FEMMES newsletter, AKTEA (Nereid of Greek
mythology symbolizingtheshore), would demongrate
thiscontinuity. Thenameof the European network is:
“AKTEA European Network: Womenin Fisheries
and Aquaculture’.

Future meeting

Parti cipants accepted an invitation to organize the
meeting of thenetwork in May 2006in Ancona(ltaly)
duringthelnternationa FisheriesFair hddtraditionaly
eachyear inthiscity.

KatiaFrangoudes agreed to act asasecretary of the
network until the next meeting in May 2006.
A working group wasformed to e aboratethe status
of the “AKTEA European Network: Women in
Fisheriesand Aquaculture’.

If you wish to contact the AKTEA European
Network, please email: networ k@fishwomen.org



