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International (Small Scale or Inshore) Professional  Fishe rs Meeting 

Discuss the widespread and activity practiced among  culturally diverse fishing comm unities. 

Highlight examples of good practice based on Agenda  21 and sustai nable development.

Environmental Aspects:

Traditional knowledge is an essential complement to 
scientific knowledge; cooperation between researchers, 
administrators and fishers is indispensable in the evaluation 
and understanding of biodiversity and global changes. 

Professional fishers are on the front line and understand 
not only the environmental changes over time but al so the 
erosion, at times dramatic, of the biological diver sity of the 
ocean resources. In close partnership with scientific 
researchers and nature conservation organizations, small 
scale fishers are more aware of the environmental damage 
to aquatic environments (continental, estuaries and 
coastal) resulting from diverse use, in particular over the 
last decade.

 Examples of environmental awareness from divers groups 
and contexts based on the study of different species or 
groups of species will be highlighted in this first  session.

Key words:  Biodiversity, qualitative and quantitative 
evaluations of resources and their environment, climate 
change and anthropogenic factors (or perhaps how humans 
have altered the environment in which they live), tools for 
resource recovery. 

Highlighting Knowledge 
and Know how:

The extent and diversity of traditional knowledge in fishing 
communities is such that fishers for the most part have been able 
to adapt to the environmental conditions in which they find 
themselves. 

The loss of biodiversity is often translated on the  one hand as 
a decrease in the resistance of aquatic communities to adapt 
to the human imposed limits but also to increased 
modifications resulting from climate change. The loss of 
largely rural fishing cultures may be equally considered to 
diminish the societal possibilities, even in the more 
industrialized areas, of moving towards behaviors more likely 
to ensure sustainable exploitation of the goods and services 
of our environment. 

At the local level the traditional knowledge of bot h men and 
women in rural regions assist in various marine 
environments, to more adequately define the rules f or 
integrated management of resources and aquatic 
environments. It is essential that managers consider this 
knowledge. 

Different experiences from various contexts, associated with 
a variety of best practices will be analyzed and developed in 
order to identify potential practices that respect the 
environmental equilibrium of our oceans.

Key words: culture and regions, traditional knowledge, 
sustainable conditions for fishing communities living 
increasingly in artificial environments removed from traditional 
cultural practices. 

Socioeconomic perspectives: 

Men and Women from fishing communities built up an 
irreplaceable socioeconomic heritage based on the 
accumulated knowledge of how they draw goods and services 
from their environment over the long term.

Ninety percent of the 28 million fishermen surveyed in the 
world live from small scale fishing and they in tur n support 
80 million people. Europe is included in these numbers 
where there are numerous small fishing operations in many 
small ports along the coast, estuaries, lakes, and lagoons of 
the continent. 

In many of the European southern countries, product s from 
fishing activity provide some food security as well  as a 
source of income, in the northern countries; the pr oducts 
are synonymous with the variety and quality of prod uction 
taking the cultural and gastronomic diversity of th e regions 
into account.  The sea and its bounty are transform ed in an 
environmental and community conscious manner creating 
goods and services in these communities that create new 
links between the fishery and other activities such as 
tourism, agriculture and environmental awareness. 

Key words:  Social and economic importance of fishing activity, 
extent of multiple activity, place pf women in the community and 
in the fishery eco-labels. 


