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Structure of the French fleet in length categories (2006)
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- Total fleet: 7700 vessels

- Less than 12 meters: 6340 vessels, 50% of kW, 12% GT’s
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Mediterranean 

1591 vessels 

(87%)

Atlantic 

2094 vessels 

(70%)

Overseas

- Lesser Antilles 

2001 vessels (99.7%)

- French Guyana 

172 vessels (64%)

- Reunion

288  vessels (91%)

North Sea-

Channel

1547 vessels 

(72%)

Importance of SSF per region



Not a French uniqueness : Structure of the EU fleet (2005)
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F Lack of knowledge and research on SSF in Europe 

(see Guyader et al. 2007)

F Fisheries Information System covering all the French fleet

An Integrated and statistical approach …



Dependence to coastal areas (12nm)
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Répartition spatiale des productions issues des CA 2003 extrapolés

Système géodésique: WGS84, Projection: Mercator
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Competition from recreational fisheries in coastal areas / 2.5 million people

- Species (sea bass, mackerel, shellfish,…) 

- Areas

Landing value

Productions en euros:
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passive / mobile
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Note: total French fleet



Gear polyvalence and mobility by length categories
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F Interaction between métiers-fisheries



Number of fishers (FTE) by length category and range of operation
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Note: total French fleet (full-time equivalent) 



Capital intensity

Note: North Sea-Channel-Atlantic area (2007)

Comparaison other 

sectors

Invested capital / crew member 
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Note: Period 1980-2003

Comparaison other 

sectors

Subsidies for the new buildings (1985-2003/ Brittanny)

<
7
 m

è
tr

e
s

[7
-9

[ 
m

è
tr

e
s

[9
-1

2
[ 

m
è
tr

e
s

[1
2
-1

6
[ 

m
è
tr

e
s

[1
6
-2

0
[ 

m
è
tr

e
s

[2
0
-2

4
[ 

m
è
tr

e
s

[2
4
-4

0
[ 

m
è
tr

e
s

Côtier
Mixte

Large

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%
%

 d
u
 v

o
lu

m
e
 d

e
 s

u
b
v
e
n
ti
o
n
s
 à

 l
a
 

c
o
n
s
tr

u
c
ti
o
n
 n

e
u
v
e

Côtier

Mixte

Large



Number of days at sea 
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FInfluence of weather conditions, fisheries regulations, …

F Implications in 

terms of way of 

life, attractivity 

…

Note: North Sea-Channel-Atlantic area (2007)



Implications in terms of fleet viability

fuel cost / gross revenue 
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Note: North Sea-Channel-Atlantic area (2007)



Productivity indicators

Gross added value / crew member / hour at sea
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Note: North Sea-Channel-Atlantic area (2007)
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Membership to P.O’s in France mainland 

<12m : 50% of sales out of auctions markets 

Source: France Agrimer

F Fisheries Management and SSF

TAC and quota species 

ĔCommon sole (2nd in €) 

« Coastal » Species under MS 

authority

ĔScallop  (3rd in €)



Control variable
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Increasing number of access regulation in coastal  fisheries



Length categories

Area <7m 7-9m

9-

12m

12-

16m

16-

20m

20-

24m

24-

40m >40m Total

North Sea ïChannel -Atlantic
-81 -62 -29 -50 -69 +34 -40 -61 -59

Mediterranean sea
-67 -22 -26 -78 -80 -40 +45 +1300 -54

Total France mainland -75 -54 -28 -55 -71 +18 -21 -47 -57

Change in % of the number of vessels per length categories  

(1983-2008) France mainland



On going work

Comparative analysis of the viability of coastal 

fisheries

PhD: Small scale fisheries and access regulation

Results of the FIS Ą www.ifremer/isih

Note: North Sea-Channel-Atlantic area (2007)



Thank you for your attention


