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We welcome the attention on MPAs in this agenda item, and particularly the recognition that it is only one among several tools for fisheries management. We would like to draw your attention to several examples of target-oriented, non-participatory MPA implementation that, by excluding access to small-scale fishers -- even those using selective gear -- have exacerbated poverty in already marginalized fishing populations, while at the same time, compromising responsible and effective biodiversity conservation and management. It is essential to ensure that conservation and management initiatives are consistent with a human rights approach, and that they contribute directly to internationally agreed Millennium Development Goals, particularly the alleviation of poverty. We would request that the FAO and Member States should pay particular attention to the social dimensions of MPAs in the technical guidelines that are being developed on the design and implementation and testing of MPAs and in keeping with the Programme Element 2 on Governance, Equity and Benefit Sharing under the Programme of Work on Protected Areas of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

ICSF welcomes the attention drawn to the linkage between working environment and fisheries management regimes in the context of sea safety. Safety of fishing is of particular concern in small-scale fisheries sub-sector where the frontiers of fishing have been expanding quite dramatically in recent times. Improving fisheries management regimes could certainly help in contributing to better safety of fishers by requiring certain basic standards to fishing vessels, fishing practices and navigation, as well as requirement of pre-sea safety training to participate in multi-day fishing operations. We would request FAO to draw up guidelines on how fisheries management regimes can concretely contribute to better sea safety of fishers in artisanal, small-scale and large scale fisheries. FAO should compile best practices at the national level that recognize the linkage between fisheries management regimes and sea safety.

