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ICSF would like to support all the distinguished delegations who spoke in support of sustainable and socially-responsible aquaculture practices. 

Mr. Chairman, to ensure that aquaculture practices are sustainable and responsible it is important to recognize the role of good information. As the State of World Aquaculture 2006 points out there is need of reliable quantitative information on trends in intensification and expansion of aquaculture, poverty reduction, health, nutrition and social development; and impact of aquaculture on the environment. Although aquaculture is believed to be employing millions of people, there is no systematic effort to gather statistics on total employment in aquaculture in the world, based on full and part-time, of both men and women who are employed in different types of aquaculture. There is also need to disaggregate information on aquaculture employment from agriculture or from fisheries.

FAO should collaborate with ILO and look at conditions of work in aquaculture farms as well as safety of aquaculture workers in different forms of aquaculture including seaweed farming, mariculture, shrimp and salmon farming and other forms of aquaculture. The state of world aquaculture produced by FAO should include sections on the status of workers in the aquaculture sector.

With respect to growing importance of mariculture, and the possible problems arising from `privatization’ of ocean space, we stress the need for clear guidelines to ensure that mariculture activities do not disrupt responsible fishing operations or lead to negative impacts on capture-fisheries-based livelihoods, in keeping with article 9.14 of the Code.  Comprehensive guidelines for the development of such forms of mariculture, prepared with the full and effective participation of coastal fishing communities, are essential.

