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1.
According to Article 5 (i) of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement, coastal States and States fishing on the high seas are to take into account the interests of subsistence and artisanal fishers. While establishing conservation and management measures for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks, Article 24.2 (b) requires the States to take into account the need to avoid adverse impacts on, and ensure access to fisheries by, subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fishers and women fishworkers, as well as indigenous people in developing States. However, in the background material provided for this Conference there is, regrettably, scant reference to artisanal and small-scale fisheries for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks. 

2.
In this context, we would like to bring to the attention of this Conference that thousands of artisanal and small-scale fishing vessels of several developing countries in the Pacific and the Indian Ocean are employing fishing gear such as handline and targeting tuna stocks both within and beyond their national waters. A case study recently undertaken by us focusing on artisanal fishing in the national waters of one country and beyond, targeting adult yellowfin, skipjack and bigeye tuna, using handlines, is available at the back of this room. While providing employment to thousands of fishers from poor coastal communities, artisanal fisheries for tuna stocks in particular, are highly selective. They do not harvest juveniles and they do not give rise to unmanageable problems of bycatch or discards. 

3.
However, in several countries, including those that have ratified the UN Fish Stocks Agreement, artisanal and small-scale fishing vessels are currently not authorized to fish in waters beyond national jurisdiction even if they have the capacity to do so without compromising on the safety of fishers on board. Multilateral and bilateral arrangements to facilitate access of fishing vessels to highly migratory fish stocks do not make provisions for the participation of artisanal and small-scale fishing vessels in waters beyond their national jurisdiction. We urge the Review Conference to pay due attention to these issues. Selective artisanal fishing methods such as handlining can greatly contribute to ensuring long-term sustainability of tuna fish stocks and they could be effective in reducing overfishing pressures and in addressing the problem of excess fishing capacity.

