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categories of persons working on board fishing vessels who could
be exempted from the provisions concerning written contracts. It
also seeks to know whether or not persons working on board a
fishing vessel should have access to appropriate mechanisms for
the settlement of disputes concerning their contracts or articles of
agreement.

Under ‘accommodation and provisions on board fishing vessels’,
the questionnaire seeks to know if all fishing vessels should have
appropriate accommodation and sufficient food and drinking
water for the service of the fishing vessel and if there is any need
for exemptions.

Under ‘crewing of fishing vessels’, it seeks to know if States should
take measures to ensure that fishing vessels have sufficient and
competent crew for safe navigation and fishing operations in
accordance with international standards.

V iews on the need for a provision for minimum periods of rest on
board fishing vessels, in accordance with national laws and
regulations, are also sought. The questionnaire asks whether
occupational safety and health provisions should cover persons
working on board fishing vessels.

More specifically, it seeks to know if these should be an extension
of general occupational safety and health provisions, or an
extension of maritime occupational safety and health provisions,
or specific provisions for work on board fishing vessels, or a
combination of any of these.

Social security
Under ‘social security’, the questionnaire seeks to know if all
persons working on board fishing vessels should be entitled to
the social security benefits applicable to other workers, and if the
Convention should provide for the possible exemption of certain
categories of persons working on board fishing vessels.

The questionnaire seeks to know if the Convention should provide
that persons working on board the high seas and distant-water
fishing vessels should have labour conditions that are no less
favourable than those provided to seafarers engaged in commercial
maritime transport, and if such provision should cover persons
working on board other fishing vessels. It also seeks to obtain views
on having provisions for recruitment and placement, identity
documents and repatriation.
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Regarding ‘enforcement’, the questionnaire seeks to know if the
Convention should provide that States should adopt measures to
verify compliance with the provisions of the Convention and
whether or not any category of fishing vessels should be exempted
from this requirement. Views of representative organizations are
also sought on including a provision on port State control. The
questionnaire also seeks the views of respondents on the need for
including a provision in the Convention for consultation with
representative employers’ and workers’ organizations, as well as
representative organizations of persons working on board fishing
vessels in the development and implementation of national laws
and regulations concerning conditions of work on board fishing
vessels.

The questionnaire seeks to know if the proposed Recommendation
should provide guidance on (a) the types of work or fishing vessels
that should not be employing persons under the age of 18; (b) the
content of the medical certificate and the medical procedures to
be followed for issuing it; (c) the content of the medicine chest
and the type of medical equipment or first-aid kit required to be
carried on board fishing vessels; (d) the content of contracts or
articles of agreement for work on board fishing vessels; (e)
specification of insurance coverage for persons working on board
fishing vessels in the event of injury, illness or death; (f) contracts
or articles of agreements for work on board fishing vessels; and
(g) systems of remuneration, including those based on a share of
the catch.

The questionnaire also seeks to know if the Recommendation
should provide that States should have national laws and
regulations concerning planning and control of crew
accommodation on board fishing vessels, and on providing
guidance concerning standards of accommodation, food and
drinking water. It also seeks to know if the guidance on
accommodation and provisions on board fishing vessels should
make distinctions based on fishing vessel length, operating area,
tonnage and time spent at sea. Views on guidance concerning
hours of work or rest periods are sought, including the limits of
working hours or provisions for minimum rest periods.

Regarding ‘occupational safety and health’, the questionnaire asks
if the Recommendation should address the inclusion of fishing
occupational safety and health issues in an integrated national
policy on occupational safety and health. The questionnaire also
seeks to know if the Recommendation should include guidance
on social security provisions for persons working on board fishing
vessels.
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Views are sought on the Recommendation including provisions
concerning maintenance by the competent authority of a register
of persons working on board fishing vessels. L astly, the
questionnaire seeks to know if the Recommendation should
provide that coastal States should require, when they grant licences
for fishing in their EEZs, that fishing vessels conform with the
standards of this Convention.    �


