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Newsletter of the Conference,'Forging Unity: Coastal Communities and the Indian Ocean’s Future’

FYI

& The Conference will be
held in Conference Halls
1 & 2, Ground Floor, IC
& SR Building on the IIT
Madras campus.

arranged at the Taraman
Guest House in the

campus, not very far from
the Conference venue.

¢ Breakfast and dinner will
be server at the Taraman
Guest House,. Lunch will
be served at the Confer-
ence venue itself.

a Telecom Centre near th
Gajendra Circle in the
Campus. International,
national and local calls
can be made there.

¢ Internet/email facilities
are available at the 10l
office, Ill Floor, IC & SR
Building.

& Accommodation has been

¢ There is a Post Office and

D

Forging unity

The first-ever conference on issues relating to fisheries and fishworkers
of the Indian Ocean region starts today at IIT Madras

Over 50 participants
from around 15 coun-
tries, mainly represent-
ing the Indian Ocean
Region, have converged
on the southern Indian
city of Chennai, to
discuss issues relating
to fisheries and
fishworkers of the
region.

Over the next five days,
these participants are
expected to deliberate
over issues ranging
from ecosystem consid-

erations for managing
fisheries in the Indian

Ocean to trans-boundary Government of India.
movements of fishers, as

well as international
instruments for manag-
ing fisheries in the
Indian Ocean.

The Conference will be
inaugurated by Ms. Nita
Chouwdhury, Chairper-
son of the Indian Ocean
Tuna Commission
(I0TC) and Joint
Secretary, Dept. of
Animal Husbandry &

Dairy Development,
Ministry of Agriculture,

Presiding over the
inaugural session will b
Prof. C.R.
Muthukrishnan, Deputy
Director, IIT Madras.

e

A message from Ambas-
sador Satya N. Nandan
Secretary General,
International Seabed
Authority, Jamaica, will
be read out. Also to be
read out is the keynote
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The International Ocean Institute

Jointly organizing the conference is the Chennai-based
Operational Centre of the International Ocean Institute

The International Oceanas: Coastal Zonefrom the Indian Ocean
Institute (10I1) Operational Management, DeepRegion, have attended
09:00  :Registration Centre was established irSeabed Mining, the training courses.
1000 : Inaugural Session 1993, as a UNDP-GEF Environmental Policy and _
' ' project, through anManagement, The Centre draws its
11:15  :Keynote Address agreement between theManagement andfaculty from the IIT
International Ocean Conservation of Marine Madras and a number of
11:45  :Maldives paper Institute, Malta and the Nonliving Resources andother organizations.
_ _ Indian Institute of also alumni refresher
14:30 : CD Demo
Technology (IIT), courses. Faculty members of IIT
15:15  : Ecosystem paper Madras, India. Madras who have been
Participants with varying involved with the
1535 :Instrumentspaper | The QOperational Centreacademic, professionalOperational Centre’s
1630 IOR-ARC address | N@s conducted _trainingand sociocultural yvork haye partici_pqted in
courses of different backgrounds from international Training of
16:50  : SADC paper durations on subjects suchdifferent countries, mostly Trainers programmes as
S p2
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Institute (I0I1) undertook a study

of the conditions of coastal
communities across the world,In many places, both fishing and ng
specifically, in Costa Rica, India, fishing communities are affecte
Japan, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegaladversely by a variety of problem
Pacific Islands (Fiji, Samoa), such as:
Southern Africa, Slovenia, Malta and
Ukraine. .

I n 2001, the International Ocean

From these case studies emerge a
common pattern of increasing
impoverishment and declining quality
of life. These problems are, in turn,
caused by factors such as:

R. Rajagopalan is Director, International Ocean Institute India

BY INVITATION

A Declining Quality of Life

R. Rajagopalan

employment.

degradation of the coast
zone and the ocean b
industrial and tourism
activities;

destruction of coral reefs an
mangroves;

competition from trawlers .
and other large-scale
corporate fishing interests;

increasing scarcity o
drinking water;

« overfishing and detrimenta
fishing techniques leading t
a decline in the availability
of fish; and

confusion and conflict over

the rights of the community

over common property
resources like fish, corals,
mangroves and beach .
minerals;

migration of young people t
the cities in search of jobs

heavy post-harvest losseshNomen in the coastal communities &
due to the use of improperunder extreme pressure t0o. In m
nets and lack of places, though they are also wag
infrastructural support like earners and work as hard as the m
cold storage, roads andthey get paid less. In addition to wa
transportation;
take care of the children. In mar
increasing power of places, the women have to walk lo
middlemen like boatowners distances to collect drinking water a
and traders, who imposefirewood.
unremunerative prices;

Children and youth in thes
increasing costs of basiccommunities are not spared
fishing gear like boats, nets,problems  either. Inadequa
fuel and engines;
opportunities curb their skills an
talents. Disillusionment
traditional occupations and lack

lack of capital and credit;

lack of avenues for self-

work, they also have to cook food and

with

...Forging Unity
address “Ocean Governance and
the Fishing Village” by Prof.
Elisabeth Mann Borgese, Founder
and Honorary Chairperson of the
International Ocean Institute,
who, unfortunately, has not been
able to make it to Chennai.

n- The second day of the conference

d will feature concurrent working

S, groups, whose reports will be
presented and discussed at the end
of the day.

al

y Also, to unwind, the second day
will feature a session of Indian
classical music.

d
On the third day, the plenary
session will address preferential

f access to riparian States in Indian

Ocean fisheries. That evening will

also showcase a dance perfor-

mance by girls from a traditional

Tamil fishing community.

|

[@]

On Friday, ICSF has arranged a
o field trip to three fishing commu-
nities of Chennai district. Two
field guides, formerly of the Tamil
are Nadu Government, will accom-
OStpany the team.

je-

®™he Conference will conclude on
ge Saturday with the adoption of a

2

Wy Vision Statement. *
ng
nd .ol

part of the Faculty Development

e activity of the 10I.

of
te The Operational Centre has also

educational facilities and lack of Worked towards fostering close

d linkages with industry,
government, NGOs, and
of academic/research institutions,

declining interest among thealternative sources of employment through organizing specialized

younger generation in force many of them to migrate to citi
fishing as an occupation;

Clearly, in the context of the increasi
unemployment among thedensity of population in the cost
non-fishing communities; zones of the world, these a
and disturbing trends. .

®S training courses, workshops,
seminars, conferences and through
interactions in projects, offering
documentation and information
services, and other constructive
means. *

>
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Human experience mirrored

Excerpts from a message sent to the Conference:

have decided to cancel my

trip to India and my personal
participation in your important
Conference. It certainly is not
fear that keeps me from visiting
your part of the world at this
time. It is the concern that,
considering the terrible uncer-
tainty overhanging everything,
including international air traffic,
| would risk remaining stuck at
some airport, which would force
me to cancel a series of other
obligations, and | would hate to

I t is with deep regret that |

Elisabeth Mann Borgese

the world’s people of today,
at the peril of our future
generations and our planet.

...\We all know that the fishing
industry is in some sort of crisis
in most parts of the world. A
new pattern of population

distribution has resulted from the

greatest people migration in
human history: the migration
from in-land areas towards the

coast, and from the village to the

sprawling mega-city. Over 60
per cent of the world population

have to do that. Our agendas areNOW resides in coastal areas,

full, and we all intend to con-
tinue to work for what we

including coastal mega-cities;
and this proportion of a growing

believe, although sometimes thisworld population is expected to
is very difficult. Who cares aboutise to 80 per cent during this

dying corals when people are
butchering each other?

Just recently | came across a

century. The coastal area has

become the world’s most densely jmpact interacts with the impac
populated area. At the same time of human activities. We know

it also is the world’s most

beautiful passage that answered vulnerable area, exposed as it is

this question.

...Dead coral are the victims
of the injustices we continue
to ignore, of greed, of
selfishness and of the
abdication of moral and
ethical responsibility. It is an
act of genocide against the
corals and so against species
who depend on them,
including, ultimately,
humans.

The coral polyp’s own world
mirrors the human experience
— the cries for freedom from
foreign debt, poverty,
starvation, the cries to change
lifestyles, not the climate, the
cries to stop burning fossil
fuels. To ignore the death of
coral reefs is, | believe, to
ignore the cries of many of

to floods, storms, tsunamis and
other natural or man-made
disasters.

Obviously this new pattern of
population distribution is putting
unbearable pressure on coastal
oceans. Physical erosion of
coastlines, chemical pollution of
coastal waters and habitat
destruction, are phenomena
common to most coastal areas.
Technological development
aggravates the problems. Indus-
trialized hunting is a contradic-
tion in terms. Modern trawlers,
long-liners, drift nets, 50 km

long or even longer, scoop up the

living substance of the oceans
faster than it can be reproduced.
The competitiveness of the

Western market system does the

rest, setting up the industry in gn
unfair competition with the
inshore traditional fishers and
resulting in perversities such ag
the by-catch problem. Thus
shrimp trawlers in the Caribbegn
— just to use an example —
bring up 12 kg of unwanted by-
catch for every kg of shrimp.
While shrimp fetches a high
price, the by-catch is unceremg
niously thrown back into the seg,
whether dead or dying. And this
in a world where almost half of
the population is undernourishgd
or starving.

Finally, there is climate change
and we do not really know wha
it does to the ocean’s productivf
ity, nor do we understand how ifs

that climate change has deci-
mated life in the oceans at
various times in geological
history, long before humans
appeared on the scene. On some
occasions the great dying in the
oceans went hand in hand with
increased productivity and the
emergence of many new specigs
on land... *

Prof. Elisabeth Mann Borgese i
Founder and Honorary Chair-
person of the International
Ocean Institute

[
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Detail of IIT Campus

INDEAN ST

Taramami Guest House

eaaF TECHNOLOGY

A Note on lIT, Madras

Indian Insitute of Technology,
Madras (lIT-M), Chennai, was
established in 1959 by the
Government of India as one of
the insitutes of national impor-
tance. It has been supported,
both technically and finan-
cially, by the German govern-
ment.

Located in what was originally

natural flora and fauna around
make this one of the greenest
campuses in the country.

IIT-M offers courses leading to
the Bachelor of Technology
degree (B.Tech.) in various
branches of engineering, viz.,
aerospace, chemical, civil,
computer science, electrical,
mechanical, metallurgical, and

a deer park of about 250 ha, thenaval architecture.

Tomorrow

09:00-16:30:  Concurrent Working Groups
on Trans-border Issues
and the Coastal Commons
16:45 . Plenary:
Presentation of Group
Reports and Discussion

19:30 . Music Concert

The marine environment—
including the oceans and al
seas and adjacent coastal
areas—forms an integrated
whole that is an essential
component of the global life)
support system...

—Chapter 17, Agenda ZJ, ,

Rio Earth Summit 1992

Helpline

Please contact the following
for assistance:

Conference Secretariat
Foyer, Hall 1
IC&SR Building

Registration/Travel
Pamela Gordon/ICSF
Conference Secretariat

Accommodation
Taramani Guest House
Tel: 445 9238 to 40

Medical Aid

Dr. N.A. Jayavelan

[IT Hospital (Tel: 4458721
Res: 2352243, 4459721)

Communications
Telecom Centre,
Gajendra Circle, IIT Campus

ICSF Secretariat
Joice Christiana
(Tel: 822 3630/827 5303)

Money Changers

State Bank of India
(Gajendra Circle) and
Canara Bank, IIT campus

Emergency Numbers
Cell Nos: 98401- 46371,
98401 - 78372

Internet/Email
IOI, 3rd Floor
IC & SR Building

LINES s specially published
by IcsFfor the Indian Ocean
Conference. Designed and
edited by theSAMUDRA team.
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